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 The Friends of Zack Reed will sponsor its 22nd 
Annual 2018 Toys for Tots Holiday Party & Celebrity 
Fashion Show with the goal to collect 1,000 toys for the 
needy children of Northeast Ohio. Beverages will be pro-
vided with admission. Celebrities invited include: Alec 
Blackmon, Andrea Vecchio, Tiffany Tarpley, and Vanessa 
Whiting, Esq. Doors open at 6pm. Admission is $10 at 
the door with a new, unopened toy for donation (or $20 
without a toy).

 Toys For Tots event to be held 

Stricker Wins
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higher crude prices than the 
start of the week, though still 
under $75 per barrel.
 Peak summer driving 
season is in full swing as Amer-
icans hit the road to explore 
and gas prices are not backing 
down. Motorists are paying, on 
average, nearly a dollar more a 
gallon than last summer to fill 
up and close to 40 cents more 
than in 2019.
 As pump prices con-
tinue to increase, AAA mem-
bers can save at the pump by 
joining the Fuel Rewards at 
Shell program at AAA.com/
Shell. Members save 30 cents 
per gallon on their first fill-up 
when they join between now 
and August 31, 2021. As part 
of the Fuel Rewards program, 
AAA Members earn Gold Sta-

 At 10 million bar-
rels per day, gasoline demand 
reached a new Energy Infor-
mation Administration (EIA) 
record last week, and that 
number only partially reflects 
Independence Day holiday 
weekend travel. The nearly 1 
million barrel per day jump in 
demand drove down gasoline 
supplies by 6.1 million barrels 
to 235,000 million barrels and 
consequently pushed the na-
tional average pump price up to 
$3.14.
 The price of crude oil, 
which fluctuated last week fol-
lowing OPEC’s failure to reach 
an agreement on production 
increases, continues to be a 
dominant factor in determin-
ing how high prices will go this 
summer. Last week ended with 
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Gasoline prices rise sharply for summer
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Busta Rhymes donates to the Rock Hall
 Rap legend Busta Rhymes whose big hits include “Danger-
ous” and “What’s It Gonna Be?” (ft. Janet Jackson), will talk about his 
career and latest album, “Extinction Level Event 2: The Wrath of God,” 
will talk with Rock Hall chief curator Nwaka Onwusa and 93.1 WZAK 
personality Sam Sylk.The free event will take place at 2 p.m. outside the 
museum on the plaza. Inside, Rhymes has donated the coat and hat he 
wore in the “Woo Hah!! Got You All in Check” music video in 1996. New 
at the museum: “The Garage,” an interactive exhibit that opened in sum-
mer 2019 but had been closed since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The newly reopened experience allows visitors to pick up and play actual 
instruments and jam like real rock stars. Daily admission is $30 for adults 
or $20 for ages 6-12.

Saving Historic Shaker Square from destruction
By PAT WHITE

 Cleveland Neighbor-
hood Progress (CNP), the group 
behind the waste of $400,000 in 
grant funds for the betterment of 
Shaker Square (‘This is Shaker 
Square’ campaign) is back.
 Note: ‘This is Shaker 
Square’s’ plan to close Shaker 
Blvd. and pave through the heart 
of Shaker Square with a bike 
path was thwarted by a coalition 
of business owners, residents, 
and friends of Shaker Square.
 CNP,  who  has granted 
Burten Bell and Carr (BBC) mil-
lions of dollars, is pushing for 
BBC to take over Shaker Square. 
 BBC has no experience 
in managing a nationally recog-
nized historical district, and in 
fact is planning to build on the 
ruins of the historic Scofield 
Mansion.
 What happened to the 
Scofield Mansion, 2438 Maple-
side Road, which stands about 
a mile from Shaker Square? It 
should be a harbinger of what 
may happen to Shaker Square 
under the control of CNP/BBC: 
1. Lots of publicity  in a public 
relation campaign with slick slo-
gans.
2. Raised tons of funds for the 
‘restoration’ the Scofield Man-
sion.
3. CNP given control of the 
property.
4. CNP neglects the property.
5. The historic Scofield Mansion 
to be demolished so that BBC 
can build on the site.
 Here are the headlines 
over the past few years (Just re-
placing Shaker Square with Sco-
field Mansion):
 “Levi Scofield’s Cleve-
land mansion, long vacant, grabs 
preservationists’ attention (pho-
tos)Posted Oct 27, 2016 Cleve-
land.com

 “New hope for historic 
Scofield Mansion restoration,” 
February 2017, FreshWater.
 “Saving the Scofield 
Mansion, The First Important 
Step” Cleveland Restoration So-
ciety, 2019
 According to a post en-
titled ‘Saving Scofield Mansion’ 
by Robert Klein in 2018 on the 
National Trust for Historic Pres-
ervation, “ Scofield Mansion is 
one of only 10 known remaining 
buildings designed by architect 
and sculptor Levi Scofield, who is 
best known for the Soldier’s and 
Sailor’s Monument that stands in 
Cleveland’s Public Square. Sco-
field designed and built his family 
home on Cleveland’s East Side in 
1898. “It was designed in a very 
picturesque setting to overlook 
the city,” said Kathleen Crowther, 
president of the Cleveland Resto-
ration Society. “He built it in a 
bucolic area to have magnificent 
views of the city.”
 The mansion’s own-
er donated the property to the 
Cuyahoga County Land Bank 
and stabilizing the structure be-
came the top priority. Volunteers 
from several organizations, in-
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  Scofield Mansion is one of only 10 known remaining buildings de-
signed by architect and sculptor Levi Scofield, who is best known for the Sol-
dier’s and Sailor’s Monument that stands in Cleveland’s Public Square.

Murrell

 Lisa Murrell, the daughter 
of Lisa and Edward Murrell,  is 
4 years old. Her favorite food is 
greens, and she has a healthy ap-
petite. Her favorite toy is her tablet 
which she uses for games and to 
improve her reading skills.

sure the safety and security of 
dozens of buildings throughout 
the United States.
 Cleveland Neighbor-
hood Progress took over the 
property, and the work to pre-
serve the Scofield Mansion 
was all for naught. CNP let the 
historic Scofield Mansion fall 
into ruins. CNP and BBC are 
collaborating on building on 
the site.
 Every resident, mer-
chant, and friend of Shaker 
Square needs to sign an online 
petition at https://www.orga-
nizeohio.org/shaker-square-al-
liance.html for SOS: Save Our 
Square
 In response to the 

cluding Precision Environmental, 
Coon Restoration, 1st Choice Roof-
ing, and SecureView, worked to-
gether to stabilize the mansion by 
removing debris, abating asbestos, 
patching water leaks, conducting 
general cleaning, and securing the 
window and door openings with 
clearboarding to prepare the build-
ing for future redevelopment.
 “It is one of the finest ex-
amples of community-driven res-
toration I have ever seen,” said 
Heather Best, SecureView’s histori-
cal structure expert. Best has been 
a powerful voice opposing the ero-
sion of historic structures, working 
tirelessly to gather adequate sup-
port, funding, and materials to en-

Ward 4 candidate forum to be held
 Candidates vying to rep-
resent Ward 4 on Cleveland City 
Council will explain their vision 
for the area, as well as answer 
questions from voters as part of the 
2021 Ward 4 Meet the Candidates 
Forum on Saturday, July 24.
 The forum will take place 
at the Alpha Education and Leader-
ship Development Center, located
at 2820 E. 116th Street. The event 
will begin with a community recep-
tion at 1:00 pm and the candidate 
forum will begin at 2:00 pm.
 Both in-person and virtual 
attendees must register at bit.ly/
CLEWard4forum-1 in order to par-
ticipate. There is limited in-person 
seating. Those registrants who are 
not able to attend the forum in per-
son will be sent a link to watch the 
event live on the League of Women 

Voters of Greater Cleveland 
YouTube page.
 The goal of the forum 
is to give an opportunity for 
Ward 4 residents to hear di-
rectly from the
individuals who seek the open 
council seat. The Primary 
Election is scheduled for Sep-
tember 14th with the General 
Election scheduled for No-
vember 2nd.
The event is organized by the 
League of Women Voters of 
Greater Cleveland, Concerned
Citizens Community Council, 
Reclaim Our Ward, Neighbor 
Up, Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, 
Inc., Nu Theta Zeta Chapter, 
and Alpha Phi Alpha Frater-
nity, Inc., Delta Alpha Lambda 
Chapter.

 The Shaker Square Histor-
ic District became a Shaker Heights 
Landmark in 1980 and was added 
to the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1983. It contains 106 build-
ings, 72% of which were built be-
tween 1920 and 1932.

  Despite Heather Best, SecureView’s historical structure expert, saying 
that “It is one of the finest examples of community-driven restoration I have ever 
seen,” CNP let the historic Scofield Mansion fall into ruins. CNP and BBC are 
collaberating on building on the site.

  Shaker Square is a diverse and historic neighborhood, begun by the 
Van Sweringen brothers in 1922. The centerpiece of this vital area is Shaker 
Square, an octagonal shopping district, filled with restaurants, stores, and ser-
vices. As interesting today as it was in the 1920s and 1930s, Shaker Square 
continues to attract residents and  shoppers. Award-winning EDWINS, Balaton 
Restaurant, Zanzibar, Michael’s Diner, SASA, Captain Tony’s Pizza, and the 
new Breakfast Club/Vegan Club are some of the best places to eat in Cleveland.

  The North Union Farmer’s Market at historic Shaker Square finds 
farms and food producers with fresh produce, meats, dairy, baked goods and 
more from 8-12 every Saturday. Local vendors and musicians invite you to eat, 
drink, shop, and enjoy the best of what’s local, fresh, and authentic.

  Darrick Wade, activist and educator, participated in the rally last 
Friday at City Hall to bring awareness of the dangers of lead poisoning in 
Cleveland. Children in Cleveland have some of the highest lead levels and the 
city has been too slow in addressing the problem. See story on page 7.

community concern about the fu-
ture of Shaker Square, the orga-
nization is circulating a petition 
calling on the Honorable Judge 
Ashley Kilbane and the receiv-
er, John A. Rothschild, to only 
award the sale of the Square to a 
buyer with the knowledge, expe-
rience, and commitment neces-
sary to overcome the challenges 
facing Shaker Square and ensure 
a thriving future for this unique 
community asset.
 Judge Kilbane and the 
John A. Rothschild receivership 

is not aware of what a disaster it 
has been trusting historic sites to 
Cleveland Neighborhood Prog-
ress.
 Sign the online petition 
at https://www.organizeohio.org/
shaker-square-alliance.html or 
write Judge Ashley Kilbane at  
Common Pleas Court, General 
Division, 1200 Ontario Street, 
Cleveland, Ohio 44113.
 Everyone’s voice needs 
to be heard to save the beautiful 
and historic Shaker Square.
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Participatory Budgeting Cleveland to launch budget recommendations

Bolden campaigns for Ward 2 council seat 

Tuesday to Friday
11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Saturday 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

(216) 791-1865
12808 Larchmere Blvd.

All types of Alterations for

By BRUCE CHECEFSKY

 Azel Bolden ran for 
Cleveland City Council Ward 2 in 
2017 losing to Kevin Bishop by 
195 votes and finishing third be-
hind Geoff Fitch by just 10 votes.  
He took the loss hard. 
 Bolden understood 
from the loss that getting out into 
the community and securing the 
early vote is essential to a vic-
tory in 2021. He started knocking 
on doors and shaking the hands 
of residents in the Mt. Pleasant, 
Union-Miles and Mill Creek Falls 
neighborhoods months ago.  
 “I’ve been campaign-
ing early. A lot of people are tell-
ing me that no other candidates 
have come by to see them,” Bold-
en said in a phone interview. “I’ve 
matured as a candidate since the 
last election. I have a better un-
derstanding of how the process 
works and what I need to do to 
win the election. Touch the doors 
and touch the people, that’s what 
I’ve been doing.”
 Ward 2 represents 
some of Cleveland’s toughest 
neighborhoods. With over 35% of 
residents living below poverty 
and violent crime more than 
140% higher than the national 
average, Bolden believes the city 
is adding to the problems by tear-
ing down abandoned houses and 
leaving behind empty lots. He 
would like to see more properties 

By BRUCE CHECEFSKY

 Town meetings were 

first established in the earliest New 

England settlements as a form of 

direct democracy in which most or 

all members of a community come 

together to discuss poli-cies, laws 

and budgets for their community.  

The first town meeting was held 

almost 150 years before the United 

States declared its independence 

from Britain. Back then, everyone 

from the community could attend, 

but only male church members 

were allowed to vote. Over time, 

the women’s suffrage movement 

changed the voting rights to include 

women. 

 Organizers with the 

Northeast Ohio Coalition for the 

Homeless (NEOCH) and Policy 

Matters Ohio, as well as individ-

ual advocates and neighborhood 

groups, have been sponsoring 

house parties, a smaller version of 

the town meetings, where people 

can contribute their thoughts on 

what needs attention and funding 

in Cleveland. That could include 

public transit, housing, Internet ac-

cess or a variety of other needs. The 

grassroots coalition launched Par-

ticipatory Budgeting Cleveland (PB 

CLE), a campaign to raise resident 

input on use of American Rescue 

Plan Act recovery funding.

 Over 150 Cleveland 

residents attended one of 19 house 

meetings during the month of May 

to voice how they think the city of 

Cleveland should spend part of the 

$512 million from the American 

Rescue Plan Act. Residents raised 

the need for alternatives to policing, 

community solar projects, resident-

led community education around 

lead poisoning, to improving inter-

net dead zones. The house meetings 

are part of a larger strategy to win a 

people’s budget in Cleveland. 

 “The house parties are 

a tool outside of voting to build 

democracy between elections by 

bringing residents together to talk 

about what they think the commu-

nity needs are,” said Molly Martin, 

director of Strategic Initiatives at 

Northeast Ohio Coalition for the 

Homeless. “Participatory Budget-

ing Cleveland (PB CLE) will even-

tually have a website to show the 

ideas of citizens participating in the 

conversation,” Martin said.

 PB CLE has asked city 

officials to incorporate residents’ 

voices, visions, and decisions in 

determining how to spend $30.8 

million of $512 million in federal 

recovery funds through participa-

tory budgeting. That number rep-

resents the percentage of Cleveland 

residents living in poverty.  
 A participatory budget 

is an innovative policy-making tool 

that directly involves citizens in 

the allocation of municipal funds. 

Participatory institutions aim to 

enhance governance, information 

sharing, and the responsiveness of 

political agents to citizens, leading 

to fiscal accountability and efficien-

cy. 

 PB started in Porto 

Alegre, Brazil, in 1989, as an anti-

poverty measure that helped reduce 

child mortality by nearly 20%. 

Since then PB has spread to over 

7,000 cities around the world, and 

has been used to decide budgets 

from states, counties, cities, hous-

ing authorities, schools, and other 

institutions. The New York Times 

calls PB “revolutionary civics in 

action” by deepening democracy, 

building stronger communities, and 

creating a more equitable distribu-

tion of public resources.

 Although PB holds a 

great deal of promise, there are lim-

itations to the process according to 

some experts including limited par-

ticipation of the marginalized.  For 

some residents, especially the very 

poor, participation is difficult given 

the time and resource commitments 

required.  PB also requires a strong 

commitment from the government, 

especially the mayor.  Without the 

government’s support, expectations 

set by the PB process are rarely 

met.

 Mayor Frank Jackson 

has proposed spending $371.4 mil-

lion in 2021 on police, firefighters 

and general public safety, by far the 

city’s largest budget item and more 

than half its general fund budget. 

The money also could help the city 

expand development strategies to 

so-called “middle neighborhoods” 

that exist between the hardest-hit 

communities and hot real estate 

markets, Jackson said. 

 He also outlined a 

planned approach to neighborhood 

development in a recent  news con-

ference, which includes financing 

assistance, demolition, rehabilita-

tion and new housing construc-
tion but did not offer any details. 
The city receives the first half of 
its $511.7 million American Res-
cue Plan this year. It will be up to 

Cleveland’s next mayor to spend 

the second half of the funds, which 

are slated to arrive in 2022.

 Mayoral candidate 

Ross DiBello publicly supports the 

PB Cleveland initiative. 

 “I actually believe the 

entire amount of the Federal Re-

covery funds, as well as all of our 

municipal income and property 

taxes, should be subject to some 

form of participatory budgeting and 

full dissemination.  Establishment 

politicians have long neglected 

our opinions on how our own dol-

lars should be utilized,” he said by 

email.  “If elected mayor, with $512 

million, I would fight for grants to 

small neighborhood businesses, 

grants to abate lead poisoned 

homes, wire the entire city for WiFi 

including purchasing more equip-

ment and training, fund a public 

bank, public transportation, afford-

able housing, provide more beds for 

those suffering from mental health 

issues and homelessness, recycling 

and designate some funds to the le-

gal and public health departments.”

 DiBello would fight 

against sending any of the recovery 

funds towards suburban or out-of-

state financial interests.  From his 

point of view, the city needs to re-

invest in the public good and a fair 

economy.  

 “Handouts and tax 

abatements have been inequitably 

distributed and led us into great 

poverty and inadequate city ser-

vices,” he said.

 The over 150 Cleve-

land residents who attended house 

meetings helped develop dozens of 

policy ideas that will be posted on 

webpage through Refund Cleve-

land, where thousands of Cleve-

landers will be able to vote this 

summer on the ideas they most 

want to see funded to benefit their 

communities.

 Ideas include broad-

band access and fiber options to 

improve internet dead zones, grant 

funding to support community-

owned cooperatives/social enter-
prises, lead abatement support / 
resident-led community education 
around lead poisoning, policing al-
ternatives: crisis response resource, 
funding for affordable housing de-

velopment, and community solar 

projects. 

 Robin Brown, found-

er, Concerned Citizens Organized 

Against Lead, and PB CLE strate-

gist, has organized and attended 

several house parties over the past 

few months. Brown founded Con-

cerned Citizens Organized Against 

Lead after her daughter, Char-

mayne, was poisoned in 1999, at 

age 4.

 “We’ve been living in 

our communities for so long that 

we know what it takes to create 

positive change,” Brown said. “We 

can’t wait for others to help us so 

we’re doing it on our own.”

 PB CLE is a process of 

conversations that has taken place 

in the communities not at City 

Hall, according to her. House par-

ties were arranged to accommodate 

people with their busy schedules. 

For her house party, Brown had ten 

people. They broke out into sub-

groups and  brainstormed. There 

were so many good ideas it was 

almost overwhelming.

 “No one is paying at-

tention to the people,” said Brown 

referring to city officials including 

local councilpersons and Mayor 

Jackson. “I’ve been working with 

lead positioning initiates for twen-

ty-one years and have yet to see 

anything done about it. We have to 

change our democra-cy.”

 The grassroots orga-

nization continues to meet every 

Monday and Wednesday to share 

ide-as and compare notes among 

house party groups, with no one 

left out of the process. Brown said 

organizers are looking for the par-

ticipatory budget to become a gen-

erational budget. 

 “The people aren’t be-

ing listened to,” she stressed. “We 

know that many politicians prefer 

money and power over people. 

People are first in my view.” 

 Zack Reed, mayoral 

candidate and former Cleveland 

City Councilman, would like to see 

PB CLE work with the entire $512 

million, not just a percentage of it. 

Citizens have a right to determine 

how and where the money gets 

used, he said, with poverty and 

crime at the top of his list. Going 

into the wards and listening is es-

sential to understanding what peo-

ple need. 

 “Why should members 

of city council and the mayor have 

full discretion on how the funds are 

used? The federal government re-

quires public discussion whenever 

money is involved. Why does the 

mayor think he’s different?” 

 Reed wants more com-

munity meetings. Transparency 

during the process of allocation and 

distribution is needed, with small 

businesses and minority businesses 

that were hit the hardest during 

COVID-19 getting a percentage 

of the funds to support them.  

 “The entire country 

was shut down for a year but 

the federal government stayed 

opened,” he said. “We need to 

help people get back on their 

feet,” Reed said.
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Bolden
renovated to make way for afford-
able housing which could eventu-
ally lead to home ownership. 
 “We need to do more 
assessment on which houses need 
to be torn down and which houses 
can stay,” he said. “We can reno-
vate houses for the same cost as 
tearing them down. People need 
a return on their investments; no 
one is coming to Ward 2 to re-
build our neighborhood. We’re on 
our own.” 
 Rehabilitation of 
abandoned properties could bring 
much needed money into the 
neighborhood with new jobs and 
increased property values, ac-
cording to Bolden. But the eco-
nomic base of the neighborhood 
is being undermined every time a 
property is demolished. 
 “Residents need to 
understand that putting $14 mil-
lion into demolition adds noth-
ing to the economic value of the 
neighborhood. If we reinvested 

$7 million into renovating prop-
erties, we could attract outside 
investors and entrepreneurs. This 
translates into more jobs,” he 
said. “The City is tearing us down 
when they should be building us 
up.”
 Bolden sees a row 
of empty houses and vacant lots 
when he looks out the window 
from where he lives in Ward 2. 
Directly next door is a property 
that has been abandoned for seven 
years. Although in good condi-
tion, it needs repair. Otherwise, 
the city will eventually tear it 
down.
 “Renters don’t have 
the same commitment to the com-
munity as home owners,” Bolden 
said, referring to several other 
properties on his street. “The 
people that own homes in this 
community are paying property 
taxes. Their money is being used 
to demolish homes.”  
 Bolden, 29, was born 
and raised in Cleveland’s Ward 2. 
He attended Tremont Montessori 
School followed by Charles Dick-
ens, and graduated from John F. 
Kennedy High School with hon-
ors. He majored in mathematics 
at Shaw University in North Car-
olina before transferring to West 
Virginia State University earning 
a Bachelor Degree in Econom-
ics. Returning home to Cleveland 
after graduation, he worked for 
Huntington Bank in mortgage fi-

nancing. He ran for city council 
while in the banking industry. 
Now, he’s working with children 
as a substitute teach-er. Bolden 
has plans to start a non-profit 
called Chestnut Checkers, which 
teaches children criti-cal thinking 
skills.
 “There are so many 
bridges that need to be built for 
the children in our community. I 
teach them how to play the game 
of chess, using cause and affect 
skills, then teach them how to 
have business presentation and be 
etiquette ready for an interview,” 
he said.
 His father, the late 
Tyrone Bolden, was elected to 
Cleveland City Council in 1979 
at age 30, where he served the 
Garden Valley and Mt. Pleasant 
communities. During his 10-year 
tenure, he served on the Health 
and Human Services committee, 
Public Parks and Recreation, Leg-
islation, Community Develop-
ment, Finance and Public Safety. 
His activism during his council 
years in-cluded a sit in protest 
to end the Cleveland teacher’s 
school strike and march demon-
stration on behalf of RTA workers 
to demand an increase in security 
protection. Councilman Bolden 
was responsible for renaming of 
Woodhill Park to Luke Easter 
Park, where he brought pavilions, 
walk ways, speed bumps and 
parking areas to the park.  

 Councilman Bolden 
was an independent thinker and 
a politician willing to go against 
the status quo to serve his ward, 
according to the younger Bolden. 
 “My father supported 
the infrastructure of the neighbor-
hood by bringing in new homes 
and rehabbing older ones. He 
was a resource center for people 
in need of things. I learned from 
watching him as a coach for sport 
teams all the way up to his time at 
city council. He wore many hats 
in the community.”     
 If elected to Cleve-
land City Council, Bolden plans 
to clean the streets of trash and 
de-bris, and beautify the neigh-
borhood. With new ideas and a 
fresh vision for the future, people 
will be motivated to take pride in 
where they live. Raising the com-
munity standards will motivate 
people in the community to do 
better, he said.
 “I want Ward 2 to be-
come a place that’s appetizing, a 
place where someone graduating 
from college will see opportunity 
here. We need and want doctors 
and lawyers to live here.”  
 Bolden will increase 
police presence to make the 
streets safer. His first one hundred 
days at city council will be spent 
bringing much needed resources 
to the community. He wants to 
build a coalition of support within 
the city governance to spark a re-

newed sense of pride, prosperity, 

and entrepreneurship to the com-

munity.

 “We don’t have food 

stores or fresh groceries in our 

community. We don’t have jobs 

where people can earn a living. 

We have gas stations and liquor 

stores,” he added. “Children have 

no where to go. Our elderly peo-

ple, especially seniors, are trau-

matized and afraid to come out 

from their homes.”

 Bolden believes his 

understanding of the spiritual 

world sets him apart from the oth-

er candidates. Putting a band-aid 

on the problem is not a solution; it 

only creates more problems.  

 “Understanding the 

root of the problem will work to-

wards real and sustaining change. 

Stress can cause some people to 

behave in unnatural ways. Emo-

tions come out of ac-tions. Chal-

lenging darkness with spiritual 

enlightenment can make a differ-

ence in people’s lives.”  

 Incumbent Kevin 

Bishop, Bill Berry, Bolden, and 

Monique Moore are running in 

the primary for Cleveland’s Ward 

2. 

 The primary election 

will be on September 14, with the 
top two candidates for each office 
moving to the November 2 gen-
eral election.

 Over 150 Cleveland residents attended one of 19 house 
meetings during the month of May to voice how they think the city of 
Cleveland should spend part of the $512 million from the American Res-
cue Plan Act. 
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Islam In The Community

Wanted 
Cleveland Buckeyes Baseball Team

Baseball Collectibles 
Items From Other Cleveland Teams That 
Played In The Professional Negro League
Autographed Baseballs - Photos - Programs

Bats - Schedules - Yearbooks - Tickets - Movies
Guides - Buttons - Postcards - Baseball Cards

Also Wanted Items On:
Satchel Paige - Larry Doby - Luke Easter  

Minnie Monoso - Al Smith 
Dave Pope - Dave Hoskins

Paying Top Dollar 
Call (330) 856-7047 or (216) 721-1674

READ
EAST SIDE

DAILY NEWS 
ON LINE

www.eastsidedailynews.com
Call (216) 721-1674

Wanted Experienced
Journalist

Call (216) 721-1674

Newspaper For Sale
Ideal For Person

Who Wants To Be
Involved In Total
Cleveland Area!

Call (216) 721-1674

Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers                

Visit Our Website: Class1Pavers.com

Specializing In Residential Driveways

Need Help?    Great Financing!!
Call:  (216) 397-6349

Roof Repair & Tune-up            

1481 Warresnville Ctr. Rd.South Euclid, Ohio 44121

A + Rating By BBB 

• Siding
• Masonary Work
• Rec. Rooms *
• Seal Coating
• Siding
• Roofing
• Handicap Shower 

And Walk In Tubs

Roof Leaks? We Can Help!





Kitchen and Bathroom
30% Savings

• Windows

"ISLAM IN THE COMMUNITY"

For questions or more information on ISLAM contact:
Imam Mutawaf  Shaheed

216-938-8059
email: masjidalmumin@yahoo.com

In the name of Allah the Beneficent, the Merciful

Masjid Al-Mumin/ Islamic Revivalist Movement
2690 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Cleveland, Ohio 44104

Driveway
(Concrete and Asphalt)

Junie’s Affordable Transportation
Cash, Money Orders, NO Checks Please!
Make Money Orders Payable To:  Robert Williams Jr.
Pick Up Location: 10210 Woodland Avenue (Rear)
Cleveland, Ohio 44104
Every Monday
Grafton Correction........... $40.00
Morning Visit Time 8:00 a.m. To 11:00 a.m.
Afternoon Visit Time 12:00 p.m. To 3:00 p.m.        NO Refunds
                                                                 Money Must Be In A Week
                                                                 In Advance NO Exceptions 
Every Wednesday
Richland Correction..........$50.00
Visit Time 7:30 a.m. To 3:00 p.m.
Richland Correction Goes by Odd Number Day Visit Or Even Number
Day Visit You Could Contact Richland Correction For That
Information Or You Could Also Contact:
Junie’s Affordable Transportation
Every Friday
Mansfield Correction..........$50.00
Visit Time 8:00 a.m. To 2:00 p.m.
Saturday Reservations Only
Marion Correction..........$60.00
Visit Time 8:00 a.m. To 3:00 p.m.

Children Under 12 Years Of Age Ride Half Price
Proof Of Childs Age Is Required

For Information Contact: Junie: (216) 795-1705 Or (216) 269-6636

For All Your Printing - Call: (216) 721-1674
Business Cards - Flyers
Pamphlets - Brochures

Wedding Invitations
Calendars - Obituaries

Religious Literature
We Design And Typeset Your 

Material Professionally

REPUBLIC A-1
AUTO PARTS

Quality In Used Car Parts

Complete Line of 
Foreign And Domestic Parts

Used & Rebuilt
Auto Parts For Sale

3210 East 65th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 44127

(216) 271-3000
(216) 271-4200

Letters To The Editor
Submit to:

esdn1@yahoo.com

By DR. JAMES L. SNYDER

 I must confess I 
sometimes get so busy that 
certain things have slipped 
my mind. I don’t do this in-
tentionally, but I try to priori-
tize things in my life.
 With so many things 
going on, it is tough to keep 
up-to-date with everything, 
even personal items.
 This is not true with 
the Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. No matter how 
busy her day is, she always 
keeps up with everything. 
She knows things that are 
happening a week before 
they actually happen. How 
she does that, I don’t know, 
and trust me, I am not going 
to inquire.
 I just ask her if I 
want to know something, and 
I get the latest on everything. 
So, why should I waste my 
time trying to keep up with 
everything?
 Maybe I should 
take her to the horse races 
this week and ask her today 
who’s going to win.
 Looking at my driv-
er’s license, I believe I have 
a birthday coming up this 
month. I’m not sure exactly 
which one it is, but someone 
in our residence will inform 
me of that information when 
it comes time.
 I like to keep up 
with some things in the news, 
which is really hard these 
days because every day it 
changes. Particularly among 
politicians. What they say 
one day is the exact opposite 
of what they’re going to say 
the next day. I guess that’s 
what keeps them in office.
 If a politician told 
the truth two days in a row, 
their pants would catch on 
fire.
 I don’t take anything 
seriously, like politics and so 
forth. But, once you focus on 
something and become very 
serious about it, it changes.
 Like my computer 
and it’s programs, as soon 
as I understand one program 
and know how it works, it is 
updated, and I have to start 
all over again. I’m tempted to 

go back to that antique called 
The Typewriter.
 Change is not my 
modus operandi. I like things 
to stay the way they are. I 
haven’t even bought a pair 
of new pants for several de-
cades. Why buy a new pair 
when the old pair works just 
fine? The same with shirts.
 Then something 
happened this past week that 
changed my thoughts along 
this line.
 The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage found 
an old box of photographs 
from when we were first 
married. When I saw our 
wedding picture, I wondered 
who that young couple was 
getting married.
 My wife informed 
me that that was us on our 
wedding day.
 Then I went through 
a bunch of other photographs, 
and noticed something that, 
in a way, alarmed me.
 I’m not eas-
ily alarmed, but some-
times something happens or 
doesn’t happen that causes 
me some concern.
 As I look at these 
pictures of myself, I noticed 
something strange. I had lots 
of hair!
 I don’t like to take 
photographs of myself or 
have others do it to me. Most 
of these pictures were taken 
without me realizing that 
they were taking a picture 
of me. Why anybody would 
want a picture of me, espe-
cially me, is beyond my cal-
culation.
 I stared at one pho-
tograph for a while, and my 
wife said, “What are you 
looking at?”
 Not wanting to ex-
pose my thoughts at the time, 
I just said, “I’m just looking 
at this picture.”
 Of course, as is 
always the case, she knew 
there was a little more than 
that.
 “Okay,” she said, 
“come clean with me. What 
are you really looking at?”
 The choice was sim-
ple, either come clean with 
her or face this question for 
the rest of my life.

 I nervously cleared 
my throat, coughed several 
times, blew my nose and then 
said, “I noticed that I had a 
lot of hair back in that day. 
Whatever happened to my 
hair?”
 When she stopped 
laughing, which I did not 
see to be funny, she said, 
“You got older, and your hair 
couldn’t put up with you get-
ting old.”
 I involuntarily 
chuckled, but I wasn’t really 
serious about chuckling.
 When I looked in 
the mirror later, I discovered 
a lot of hair that did not show 
up for my mirror time. Try-
ing to cover up the hairless 
spots on my head, I finally 
had to give up. I did not have 
enough hair to make up for 
those hairless spots.
 It took me quite a 
while to come to terms with 
this. I never even noticed 
through the years that my 
hair was disappearing. My 
new identity came as a shock 
to me. 
 Thinking about that, 
I began to wonder what else 
have I not noticed that has 
changed in my life? I do not 
know where to start.
 The only change I 
really like is the change in 
my pocket. Outside of that, 
I’m not a fan of change. 
Surely there comes a time 
when there’s no more need for 
change.
 I’m completely hap-
py with the way things are 
right now. I don’t want to lose 
any more hair. I don’t want to 
gain any more weight. Surely, 
I don’t need any more wrin-
kles. I guess this is the cost of 
investing in old age.
 While brooding over 
the subject, I ran across a verse 
of Scripture. “The glory of 
young men is their strength: 
and the beauty of old men 
is the grey head” (Proverbs 
20:29).Looking in the mirror 
again, I noticed my hair was 
indeed grey. If God thinks my 
grey head is beautiful, why 
should I think anything differ-
ent?
 Call him at 352-
687-4240 or e-mail james-
snyder2@att.net. The church 
website is www.whatafellow-
ship.com.

A Look At My World

Where, Oh where, is my hair?

The Taliban is NOT an Islamic group; it is an ultraconservative political organization
 The word Taliban 
is from the Pashto language 
which means “students.” 
Pashto is a language in Af-
ghanistan, and the language 
is also known as Afghani. 
It is an Indo-European lan-
guage spoken primarily in 
Afghanistan, and northwest-
ern Pakistan.Taliban fighters
 The Taliban is not 
a religious denomination, or 
sect, of Islam; rather, it is an 
ultraconservative political 
and religious faction that 
emerged in Afghanistan in 
the mid 1990s following the 
withdrawal of Soviet troops, 
the collapse of Afghanistan’s 
communist regime, and the 
subsequent breakdown in 
civil order. Afghan mujahi-
deen warlords replaced their 
war with the Soviets with an 
Afghanistan civil war.
 There was no such 
thing as the Taliban until the 
Afghanistan’s civil war in 
the wake of Soviet troops’ 
withdrawal in 1989, after 
a decade-long occupation. 
By the time their last troops 
withdrew in February 1989, 
the Soviets had left a na-
tion in social and economic 
shards, 1,500,000 dead, mil-
lions of refugees and orphans 

in Iran and Pakistan, and 
a gaping political vacuum 
that warlords (mujahideen) 
attempted to fill.
 So, the birth of the 
Taliban was the result of 
Afghan refugees fleeing So-
viet occupiers in the 1980s, 
and the resulting Afghan 
civil war of the 1990s. They 
settled by the hundreds of 
thousands in the North-West 
Frontier Province, an area 
in the Federal Administered 
Tribal Areas located in Paki-
stan.
 Pakistan attained 
independence from the Brit-
ish in 1947. The Federally 
Administered Tribal Areas 
is the smallest of four prov-
inces in Pakistan, and are 
literally a “state within a 
state.”
 The territories of 
tribal areas formed a part of 
the Punjab Province until 
the North-West Frontier 
Province was carved-out, 
and created by the British in 
1901.
 While they are Pak-
istani-administered prov-
inces, and are a series of 
semi-autonomous areas of 
Pakistan, the inhabitants of 
the Federal Administered 

Tribal Areas were not made 
subject to the Pakistani legal 
code. These areas are locally 
governed, and are free to 
govern themselves according 
to their own customs.
 This mass exodus 
of refugees placed a real 
burden on the local economy 
of the North-West Frontier 
Province; however, with the 
financial help of Pakistan 
and Saudi Arabia, this gave 
rise to madrassas (Islamic 
religious schools) by the 
hundreds where young Af-
ghans, orphaned by the wars 
back home, were educated 
along strict ideological lines 
-- encouraged by Pakistani 
and Saudi authorities to 
develop militantly inclined 
Islamists.
 Therefore, Saudi 
Arabia had an opening to 
further Wahhabism, its of-
ficial religion. 
 Pakistan’s mili-
tary dictator, General Zia ul 
Haq (1924-1988), a devout 
Wahabi himself, decided to 
establish this network of ma-
drassas to train and educate 
the young minds in the art of 
hating the US/Zionism. He 
wanted these madrassas to 
become a permanent supply 

source of mujahideen.
 As to background, 
Pakistan nurtured that corps 
of militants as proxy fight-
ers in Pakistan’s ongoing 
conflict with India over 
Kashmir. (India administers 
Kashmir which is part of a 
disputed territory admin-
istered by three countries: 
India, Pakistan, and China.) 
In addition, Pakistan con-
sciously intended to use 
the madrassas’ militants as 
leverage to control Afghani-
stan, also.
 So, these orphans 
grew-up never knowing ei-
ther Afghanistan or their par-
ents, especially their moth-
ers. Fewer than 20% were 
literate. The result is that 
those young Afghan “stu-
dents,” from those madras-
sas, became the backbone of 
the Taliban.Taliban fighters
 Afghanistan has 
been the world’s leading 
illicit drug producer since 
2001.Afghanistan’s opium 
poppy harvest produces 
more than 90% of illicit 
heroin globally, and more 
than 95% of the European 
supply. 
 More land is used 
for opium in Afghanistan 
than is used for coca culti-
vation in Latin America. In 
2007, 
 It was alleged by 
the Soviets that US Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
agents were helping smuggle 
opium out of Afghanistan, 
either into the West, in or-
der to raise money for the 
Afghan resistance, or into 
the Soviet Union, in order to 
weaken it through drug ad-
diction. According to Alfred 
McCoy, the CIA supported 
various Afghan drug lords, 
for instance Gulbuddin Hek-
matyar and others such as 
Haji Ayub Afridi. 
 During the Tali-
ban rule, Afghanistan saw a 

bumper opium crop of 4,500 
metric tons (4,400 long tons; 
5,000 short tons) in 1999.
 In July 2000, Tali-
ban leader Mullah Moham-
med Omar, collaborating 
with the UN to eradicate 
heroin production in Afghan-
istan, declared that growing 
poppies was un-Islamic, re-
sulting in one of the world’s 
most successful anti-drug 
campaigns. 
 The Taliban en-
forced a ban on poppy 
farming via threats, forced 
eradication, and public pun-
ishment of transgressors. 
The result was a 99% re-
duction in the area of opium 
poppy farming in Taliban-
controlled areas, roughly 
three quarters of the world’s 
supply of heroin at the time.
 The ban was effec-
tive only briefly due to the 
deposition of the Taliban in 
2002.
 93% of the non-
pharmaceutical-grade opi-
ates on the world market 
originated in Afghanistan.
This amounts to an export 
value of about US$4 billion, 
with a quarter being earned 
by opium farmers and the 
rest going to district officials, 
insurgents, warlords, and 
drug traffickers.
 In the seven years 
(1994–2000) prior to a Tali-
ban opium ban, the Afghan 
farmers’ share of gross in-
come from opium was divid-
ed among 200,000 families. 
As of 2017, opium produc-
tion provides about 400,000 
jobs in Afghanistan, more 
than the Afghan National 
Security Forces.
 The opium trade 
spiked in 2006 after the 
Taliban lost control of lo-
cal warlords. In addition to 
opium, Afghanistan is also 
the world’s leading producer 
of hashish.
 Following the col-

lapse of the Taliban regime 
in Afghanistan in 2001, the 
North-West Frontier Prov-
ince of Pakistan became 
a refuge for Taliban and 
mujahideen fighters. This 
province is now controlled 
by the Taliban.
 They host training 
camps for Taliban guerilla 
warfare, and these tribal 
areas are also the staging 
ground for Taliban fighters 
preparing to attack NATO, 
American, and Afghan forc-
es in Afghanistan
 The Taliban seek 
to establish a puritanical ca-
liphate; meaning, the era of 
Islam’s ascendancy from the 
death of Mohammed until 
the 13th century. Some Mus-
lims still maintain that the 
Muslim world must always 

have a caliph as head of the 
community: “their goal was 
to reestablish the Caliphate.” 
 A Caliph (also calif, 
or Khalifah) is the civil and 
religious leader of a Muslim 
state considered to be a rep-
resentative of Allah on earth. 
Radical Muslims believe “a 
Khalifah will unite all Is-
lamic lands and people, and 
subjugate (conquer) the rest 
of the world.”
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 Battle of Lake Erie #2 LEA Fundraiser boxing tournament 
will be held on Saturday, August 7 at 6:00 p.m at LaSalle Theater, 823 
E. 185th Street, Cleveland 44119. For ticket purchase and  information, 
contact Bryan Gedeon at 216-956-1364.

10 Zips awarded Academic All-MAC honors Tuesday, July 13, 2021- Friday, July 16, 2021
 The University of Akron baseball program placed 
10 student-athletes on the 2021 Baseball Academic All-
MAC Team, the Mid-American Conference. A total of 129 
student-athletes were named to this year’s squad as junior 
Justin Barr, junior Austin Domer, junior Bradley Goulet, 
junior Timothy Heydinger, sophomore Jackson Miller, 
graduate Josh Nowak, junior Matthew Radtka, senior Con-
nor Regan), junior Conor Steinbaugh and junior Tate Wargo 
represented the blue and gold.

Zips golfers earn WGCA honors
 The Women’s Golf Coaches Association (WGCA) 
announced the 2020-21 WGCA All-American Scholars team 
as five Akron golfers earned the prestigious award. A total 
of 1,432 women’s collegiate golfers throughout all divisions 
were recognized with this prestigious honor, including juniors 
Jacinta Pikunas and Ivana Shah , sophomores Jennifer David, 
Riley Dean and Jessica Hahn. Akron golf posted a program-
best 3.733 team GPA to lead the Akron Athletics Department 
– cross country, rifle and women’s soccer each eclipsed the 3.70 
team GPA threshold registering marks of 3.730, 3.723 and 3.70, 
respectively.

 

Tribe just trying to get a ‘W’
By KARL BRYANT

     The injury bug that’s 
decimated the Indians 
roster, especially their 
starting pitching staff, is 
inflicting even more dis-
tress, of the mental vari-
ety, on the team. 
 They’re on a 
nine-game skid and just 
can’t kick it. With normal 
starters out, their spotty 
pitching has given op-
posing teams early leads 
and they never are able to 
catch up. 
 When they do 
play well, the Bullpen has 
failed them late and gave 
away victories. With just 
days left in the “1st Half” 
of the year – before the 
All-Star Break - the Tribe 
is just trying to get a “W.”
 The team’s most 
recent injury was to Ed-
die Rosario, who has an 
abdominal strain. Rosa-
rio, who was a Tribe nem-

esis while playing with 
the Twins, has been a sol-
id contributor in the OF, 
while hitting .254, with 7 
HR, and 46 RBI, which 
is second on the squad. 
They just got back DH 
Franmil Reyes – who’s 
already hit a couple of 
HRs - after a six-week 
stint on the Injured List, 
and now CLE has another 
position player to take his 
place on it. They optimis-
tically are hoping that the 
10-day IL is enough time 
for Rosario.
 Wednesday, it 

was C.J. Mejia’s (1-
4) turn to get knocked 
around. He gave up six 
runs in the first couple 
of innings as the Tribe 
plummeted to an 8-1 
loss. Amazingly, at Press 
Time, it got even worse 
as the Tribe was No-Hit 
for the third time this year 
in the second game of the 
Double-Header, 4-0, by 
five Ray relievers. Sam 
Hentges (1-4) took the 
“L.”
 Tuesday’s sched-
uled contest was “Fro-
zen–out” by Elsa. As a 
smart precaution, the 
teams postponed it in ad-
vance as Tropical Storm 
Elsa, heading North, was 
passing close to Tampa 
on Florida’s Gulf Coast, 
so Wednesday’s Double 
Dip was scheduled.

  It hasn’t just been 
tough teams like Tampa 
Bay and Houston giving 
Cleveland fits in the nine-
game losing streak. The 
Astros beat the Tribe four 
straight times and seem 
to have some sort of hex 
on them anyway. But, the 
Tribe also lost to the win-
challenged Tigers. The 
Indians last win, which 
was against Detroit over 
a week ago, was preced-
ed by a couple of losses to 
the Twins, another also-
ran in their own division.
 They’ve looked 
pretty bad in most of the 
losses. Yet, even when 
they play well, they’ve 
lost. Sunday, they lost to 
Houston, who completed 
a four-game sweep, 4-3, in 
10 Innings, on an error by 
closer Emmanuel Clase, 
who ironically didn’t al-

Cavs get new blood 
By KARL BRYANT

     It’s been 11 years since 
an NBA Finals has been 
held that did not feature 
either LeBron James or 
Golden State. 
 The last time was 
2010, when the Celt-
ics, who had eliminated 
the top-seeded Cavaliers 
in the Eastern Confer-
ence Semifinals, lost to 
the Lakers, 4 games to 3. 
That elimination prompt-
ed James to bolt to Miami 
and put together a Super 
Team and in his infamous 
“The Decision,” which 
brought derision, far and 
wide for its bad taste.
 James went to 
four straight Finals with 
the Heat, winning twice, 
and then decided to keep 
his promise to bring a 
Championship back to his 
Hometown in NE Ohio. 
He returned to The Land, 

where he stayed for four 
years – making the NBA 
Finals each time. He kept 
his promise and won it all 
in CLE in 2016.
 Following the fi-
nal year of his four-year 
Cavs contract, after Ky-
rie Irving thought he was 
“second fiddle” to LBJ 
and didn’t like his posi-
tion on the team and left 
for Boston, James opted 
to go to LA. 
 He thought the 
Lakers mystique and leg-
acy could get him another 
title, but injuries nixed 
that idea.
 Although things 
didn’t work out for James, 
the Warriors, who had 
become the latest NBA 
Dynasty – facing CLE 
and James four straight 
times – were able to at-
tain the Finals one more 
time. Golden State got a 
taste of what it was like 

low a hit or walk in two 
innings of relief. The 
winning run reached 1B 
on a strikeout/wild pitch, 
moved up on a fielder’s 
choice, and eventually 
came around to score 
when Clase, covering 1B, 
dropped a throw. Cesar 
Hernandez and Eddie Ro-
sario homered for CLE in 
that game.
 The next day, the 
Tribe blew a lead and lost 
in the 9th Inning, 9-8, to 
the Rays in the first game 
of the series. Normally 
stalwart Clase (3-4) lost 
his second straight game 
as he failed to record an 
out while giving up two 
runs. Rookie Logan Al-
len had staked the Rays 
to a 4-0 lead by giving 
up a Grand Slam, but the 
Tribe, led by a HR and 
five RBI from Reyes, 
later had taken the lead. 
Unfortunately, Clase, 
perhaps “snake-bit” from 
the prior night’s antics, 
just didn’t have it and 
absorbed the loss to keep 
the Tribe in the doldrums.
 Although the 
Indians still are in 2nd 
Place in the AL Central – 
thanks to the other three 

teams having losing re-
cords - they have been 
plummeting toward .500. 
At the actual halfway 
point of the schedule a 
few days ago, the Tribe’s 
record was 42-39.As of 
this writing, they have a 
couple more losses and 
are a widening seven 
games behind the 1st 
Place White Sox. Hope-
fully, things turn around 
soon.
 The Tribe placed 
two players on the AL 
All-Star squad. 3B Jose 
Ramirez, who’s leading 
the team in most offen-
sive categories, including 
HRs, with 18, and RBIs, 
with 51, was named as a 
reserve. Starting pitcher 
Shane Bieber (7-4, 3.28 
ERA), although still out 
with injury, also was 
named.
 On a bright note, 
Zach Plesac, another 
starter on the Injured List, 
is expected back to face 
KC this week. The Indi-
ans signed veteran C Wil-
son Ramos as insurance 
for their backstop corps 
and assigned him to AAA 
Columbus.      

Former Monsters Goalie dies
By AANDREW CARTER
 Former Cleveland 
Monsters goalie Matiss 
Kivlenieks died in a freak 
fireworks accident over the 
4th of July. Kivlenieks, 24, 
had recently been with the 
Monsters parent club, the 
NHL Blue Jackets. He had 
a 6-2 record with the Mon-
sters during the 2020-21 
season. He was 1-1 with the 
Blue Jackets when called up 
in 2020-21. Kivlenieks also 
was a goalie on the Latvian 
National Team.
 Kivlenieks was at 
the home of the Blue Jack-
ets’ goaltending coach, 
Manny Legace, celebrating 
the 4th of July and the wed-
ding of Legace’s daughter 
the same weekend. He was 
with others in a hot tub 
when a nearby fireworks 
mortar tipped over and fired 
toward the hot tub. He tried 
to get out of the way, but 
was fatally hit in the chest 
by the firework. Because he 
usually travels back to Lat-
via after the season ends, 
as a horrible twist of fate, 
it was the first time he had 
stayed in the US to celebrate 
the 4th of July.
 Blue Jackets Presi-

dent John Davidson re-
leased a statement saying, 
“We are shocked and sad-
dened by the loss of Matiss 
Kivlenieks, and we extend 
our deepest sympathies 
to his mother, Astrida, his 
family and friends during 
this devastating time. Kivi 
was an outstanding young 
man who greeted every day 
and everyone with a smile 
and the impact he had dur-
ing his four years with our 
organization will not be for-
gotten.” 
     Prior to Game 4 of the 
Stanley Cup Final between 
Tampa Bay and Montreal, 
there was a moment of si-
lence held for Kivlenieks. 
NHL Commissioner Gary 
Bettman issued a statement 
which said, “On behalf of 
the NHL family, we extend 
our deepest sympathies 
to his family, friends and 
teammates in both the Blue 
Jackets organization and his 
native country of Latvia. 
His love for life and pas-
sion for the game will be 
deeply missed by all those 
who have been fortunate to 
have him as a teammate and 
a friend.”

Rosario Reyes

to play in the NBA Finals 
shorthanded as the Cavs 
had done in the past with 
injuries to Kevin Love 
and Irving, and lost to the 
Raptors.
 Then in the *as-
terisk-marked pandemic-
interrupted 2019-20 sea-
son, James and the Lakers 
were joined ny Anthony 
Davis, who basically 
forced a trade from New 
Orleans, and made it 
through the “NBA Bub-
ble” and won a title. Inju-
ry-plagued Golden State 
didn’t make the playoffs, 
finishing with the worst 
record in the NBA. (The 
Cavs finished with the 
worst record in the East.)
 Now in the 2020-
21 season, the Warriors 
made it to the play-in 
tourney, where they lost 
to the Lakers and then the 
Timberwolves to be elim-

inated. 
 The Lakers, hav-
ing become the 7th Seed 
by beating the Warriors in 
a play-in game, lost in the 
1st Round of the playoffs 
to Phoenix, 4 to 2. 
 By and by, Brook-
lyn, the Super Team that 
Irving had orchestrated, 
beat the Celtics in the 1st 
Round, but lost to Mil-
waukee, 4 to 3, in the 
Conference semifinals.
 Phoenix and Mil-
waukee made it through 
the rest of the playoffs 
and ended up in the Fi-
nals, bringing new blood 
to the NBA Champion-
ship Series for the first 
time in over a decade. 
 At press time, 
the Suns are leading the 
Bucks, 1 to 0, having won 
the first game of the NBA 
Finals, 118-105.

Mejia
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AG Club, Sam Truth, Redveil, ICECOLDBISHOP to take the Grog Shop stage
 AG Club with 
guest performances by 
Sam Truth, Redveil, and 
Icecold Bishop will take 
the stage at the Grog Shop, 
2785 Euclid Heights Blvd. 
on August 1 at 8:00 p.m. 
Tickets are on sale for 
$18.00 - $20.00.
 Avant Garde Club 
(AG Club for short) is a 
14-member group of cre-
atives from the East Bay. 
The members are made 
up of musicians, direc-
tors, filmmakers, content 
creators, photographers, 
and designers who all 
possess a DIY mentality. 
“Whether it was going to 
be group, gang, squad, 
crew, or club, we wanted 
to have something that let 
people know this was the 

collective,” Baby Boy says. 
“The avant garde part comes 
from the fact that no one at 
the time was making mu-
sic that sounded like ours. 
Avant garde, to us, meant an 
artistic revolution.” AG Club 
was founded in 2017 after 
Baby Boy and Jody Fontaine 

linked up for a studio session 
through a producer friend. 
Jody started following Baby 
on Twitter after discovering 
one of his music videos he 
made and instantly became 
a fan. The goal of the group 
is to dominate in all creative 
fields: music, film, TV, and 

fashion. Everyone involved 
in the collective will get a 
boost in visibility.
 AG Club’s debut 
album FYE (Fuck Your 
Expectations) Pt 1 and Pt 
2 were released in Spring 
2021. The projects have 
been met with critical ac-
claim and attention from the 
likes of New York Times, 
Complex, High Snobiety, 
Pigeons & Planes and XXL. 
The album title is self-ex-
planatory. “Leave yourself 
with an open mind so you 
can consume whatever we 
give you so that you’ll fuck 
with it,” Jody says. “Be-
cause expectations ruin ev-
erything.
 Sam Truth is a Vir-
ginia born singer/songwriter 

who blurs the lines between 
Indie Pop, RnB, and hip-
hop to deliver introspective 
stories with lyrics often re-
flecting upon the struggles 
of homelessness, male de-
pression, relationships, and 
mental health. His Debut 
album “Child” was released 
in March 2020.
 Marcus Morton, 
known professionally as 
Redveil, is an American 
rapper, songwriter and pro-
ducer from Prince George’s 
County, Maryland.
 ICECOLDBISH-
OP’s a twentysomething 
rapper from Los Angeles 
who is known for his light-
ning-strike raps, jittery ad-
libs, and thick dreads that 
often cloud his face.  He 
burst onto the scene with 
songs like “IRATE” and 
“CREEP,” with Mick Jen-
kins, and, since then, he’s 
come storming with even 
bigger sounding songs, in-
cluding “DICKIES SUIT” 
with Kenny Beats. 

Tri-C JazzFest accepting vendor applications
 The 42nd annual 
Tri-C JazzFest Cleveland, 
presented by KeyBank, is 
accepting applications from 
artists, restaurants and food 

purveyors, local businesses, 
churches, civic and service 
groups and other nonprofits to 
participate as vendors in the 
popular festival.

 Applications will be 
accepted online at tri-c.edu/
jazzfestvendorregistration 
through Monday, Aug. 16. 
Vendor quantity is limited this 
year due to space restrictions.
 All beverage sales 
are handled exclusively by the 
venue’s concession company. 
Additional menu restrictions 
may also apply.
 All vendors — new 
and returning — must com-
plete the application. Fees 
will be discussed upon com-
pletion.
 Tri-C JazzFest will 
take place September 11 and 
12 at Cain Park. The two-day 

festival includes 10 concerts 
under the covered Evans Am-
phitheater.
 The 2021 lineup in-
cludes Banda Magda, Chris-
tian Sands, Emmet Cohen, 
Samara Joy, Catherine Rus-
sell, Spanish Harlem Orches-
tra and many others. Visit 
tri-cjazzfest.com for the full 
lineup and schedule.
 Passes, sold by day, 
are available through ticket-
master.com or by calling 216-
371-3000. Reserved passes 
are tiered, available for $50, 
$65, $75 and $100. Lawn 
seating is $35.
 Other outdoor activ-
ities at the festival include the 
U.S. Bank Kids Club; Talk 
Tent with artist interviews; 
and various strolling musi-
cians and street performers.
 Tri-C JazzFest 
Cleveland is made possible 
by Cuyahoga Community 
College, KeyBank, the Na-
tional Endowment for the 
Arts, the Ohio Arts Council, 
The George Gund Founda-
tion, Strassman Insurance 
Services Inc., and a growing 
list of donors and vendors. 
Cain Park is owned and oper-
ated by the City of Cleveland 
Heights.
 For more informa-
tion, contact Erik Cassano at 
erik.cassano@tri-c.edu.

 AG Club with guest performances by Sam Truth, Redveil, 
and Icecold Bishop will take the stage at the Grog Shop, Euclid 
Heights Blvd. on August 1 at 8:00 p.m.

Chris' Cinema Trivia &Chris' Cinema Trivia &
Movie Match Up
By CHRIS APPLING



  

TRIVIA - (Black Leading Men)

 1. In the comedy 
Like Mike (2002), teen-
rapper Bow wow stars as 
an orphan who finds a pair 
of old sneakers he believes 
once belonged to Michael 
Jordan and then becomes an 
NBA superstar, but who is the 
dark-skinned, romantic actor 
who plays the lead player of 
the losing team Bow Wow's 
character joins?
 2.  Rapper/actor 
Busta Rhymes made his 
film debut as a supporting 
character in director John 
singleton's High Learning 
(1995), as well as Singleton's 
2000 remake of the classic, 
Shaft, but in what horror 
film does Busta Rhymes star 
opposite model/actress Tyra 
Banks against the unstop-
pable, psychotic, monster/
serial killer Michael Myers?
 3. In XXX (2002), 
light-skinned, action star 
Vin Diesel is an "extreme" 
thrill-seeker named Xander 
Cage who is recruited to 
become a secret agent by the 
government under the code 

name of "XXX," but who 
is the modern, black, acting 
legend who stars as Cage's 
boss, "Augustus Gibbons," 
in the film"?
 4.  In what film 
drama does Wesley Snipes 
and Ving Rhames star as rival 
prison inmates who ultimate-
ly face-off against each other 
in the secret, "underground" 
world of correctional facility 
boxing matches?
 5. In director  Tim 
Story's ensemble comedy 
Barbershop (2002), rapper/
actor Ice cube stars with Eve 
and Sean Patrick Thomas 
as employees of Ice Cube's 
character's late father's busi-
ness, but who portrays the 
shop's hilarious, older barber 
who offers his wit and wis-
dom of age to the younger 
barbers? 

ANSWERS:  1. Morris 
Chestnut 2. Halloween Res-
urrection (2002) 3. Samuel 
L. Jackson 4: Undisputed 
(2002) 5. Cedric The Enter-
tainer

MOVIE MATCH-UP – (The Brothers)

ACTOR/DIRECTORS:
1. Bill Bellamy
2. Morris Chestnut
3. 'Gary Hardwick
4. D.L. Hughley
5. Shemar Moore
CHARACTERS:
a) Directed the movie
b) Dates white, karate   

     instrucxtor
c) Has sexually timid wife
d) Player who gets 
    engaged
e) His nightmares about 
    commitment

ANSWERS: 1, b;  2, d;  3, 
e; 4, a;  5, c

'Jump The Broom' is a romantic celebration of love
is a post office worker with 
her best-friend Shonda (Tasha 
Smith).  Both Claudine and 
Pam are equally upset that their 
children are rushing so quickly 
especially since neither has met 
the other’s family or relatives.  
Reverend James (T. D. Jakes) 
helps Jason and Sabrina choose 
bible scripture to quote at the 
ceremony.
 Pam and Shonda ride 
the ferry to Martha’s Vineyard 
with Jason’s paternal uncle 
Willie Earl (Mike Epps) and 
Jason’s cousin Malcolm (De-
ray Davis).  On the ferry, Wille 
Earl tries to pick up Claudine’s 
haughty and flamboyant sister 
Geneva (Valerie Pettiford) who 
ignores him.
 Sabrina’s father Greg 
(Brian Stokes Mitchell) and 
Geneva arrive separately at the 
mansion. When Jason’s fam-
ily view the expansive and ex-
pensive, island estates, all are 
impressed except Pam.  Right 
from the start, Pam assumes an 
attitude against Sabrina’s fam-
ily despite Sabrina’s attempts 
to be kind.  Sabrina’s class-con-
scious cousin and maid of hon-
or Blythe (Meagan Good) also 
spurns Malcolm’s advances to 
her.  Later, Pam unpacks the 
broom her and Jason’s father 
jumped over at their wedding.  
Meanwhile, Claudine suspects 
that Greg is having an affair 
with his white secretary Aman-
da (Laura Kahout).  Malcolm 
becomes jealous when Jason 
makes his friend Ricky (Pooch 
Hall) his best man instead of 
him.  When Blythe finally takes 
Sabrina’s advice to ‘lower’ her 
dating standards, she is attract-
ed to the catering chef (Gary 
Dourdan).  And, Sabrina’s 20-
year old, Harvard-enrolled, 
mature-minded cousin Sebas-
tian (Romeo Miller) takes a 
heated interest in twice-his-age 
Shonda.
 That night at the 
rehearsal dinner, emotions 
explode when Pam insults 
the Watsons during a prayer 
blessing.  Willie Earl is sur-
prised when the couple says 
they are not doing the Electric 
Slide.  Pam is outraged when 
they say they are not jumping 
the broom.  And, everyone is 
shocked when Claudine admits 
that her black ancestors owned 
black slaves.  Claudine chas-
tises 
 Greg in French about 
his ‘mistress’.  Knowing the 

Da 'Round Da Way Rewind Review

couple’s decision about absti-
nence until after the wedding, 
Geneva performs her rendi-
tion of Marvin Gaye’s classic, 
‘Sexual Healing’.  Later, Pam 
observes an argument between 
Claudine and Geneva.  From 
the confrontation, she discovers 
that Geneva is Sabrina’s birth 
mother, not Claudine.  After 
wards, Claudine learns from 
Greg that he is not cheating on 
her.  He tells her that they are 
bankrupt and, except for their 
house, all their assets are gone.
 The day of the wed-
ding, Pam overreacts to Jason 
being ‘hurt’ when the men 
played the traditional, bach-
elor’s football game and she re-
veals Sabrina’s false birth iden-
tity to everyone. Angry, hurt 
and confused by her lineage 
revelation, Sabrina cancels the 
wedding and runs away.
 Geneva finds her and 
tells her that she got pregnant 
at 16 and was forced by her 
grandmother to have Claudine 
and Greg raise her.  Jason criti-
cizes Pam for her manipulative 
meddling and he apologizes to 
Sabrina.  They restart the wed-
ding but Pam leaves a note to 
say she’s sorry to Sabrina.  Sa-
brina asks God to let her for-
give and stops Pam from go-
ing.  At the ceremony, Geneva 
stands with Claudine and Greg 
when Reverend James asks the 
bride’s ‘parents’ to give her 
away.
 And, Pam is hon-
ored when Jason and Sabrina 
jump her broom at the end of 
the ceremony. Wrapping up all 
the loose ends, Shonda finally 
gives Sebastian her email ad-
dress after a kiss.  Claudine 
surprises Greg when she re-
veals that she has hidden, 
back-up savings to keep them 
from being broke.  And, at the 
reception, Willie Earl leads ev-
eryone in the ‘Cupid Shuffle’ 
(instead of the Electric Slide), 
Malcolm hooks up with white 
Amy, and Pam and Claudine 
hug each other as inlaws.
 As Devine’s char-
acter Pam explained in the 
film, ‘jumping the broom’ was 
the black slaves’ way of get-
ting married when the white 
masters wouldn’t allow them 
a ‘regular’ ceremony.  The 
motion-picture Jumping The 
Broom is a funny, entertaining, 
ensemble effort of Bishop T. 
D. Jake’s to depict a romantic 
celebration of black love.

By C.M. APPLING

 In 1995, Angela Bas-
sett and Loretta Devine starred 
with Whitney Houston and 
Lela Rochon in the film adapta-
tion of Terry McMillan’s best-
selling, fiction novel Waiting 
To Exhale. 
 Devine and Bas-
sett would be reunited again 
16 years later in Jumping The 
Broom (2011). Directed by 
Salim Akil, it was co-pro-
duced by Tracey E. Edmonds 
(the ex-wife of musical artist 
‘Babyface’, who also produced 
the family ensemble classic 
Soul Food) and by African-
American Bishop T. D. Jakes.  
Previously, Jakes produced 
the movies Woman Thou Art 
Loosed (2004)and Not Easily 
Broken (2009) that both had 
religious messages underneath 
the heavy-laden, dramatic sto-
rylines.  However, with Jump-
ing The Broom, Jakes wisely 
opted to try a romantic comedy 
that delivered the underlying, 
religious message in collabora-
tion with the story.
 The plot of the movie 
is simple: a black couple en-
gaged to be married bring to-
gether their two families that 
are from opposite ends of the 
social stratum.  The groom’s 
family, the Taylors, are work-
ing-class, blue-collar, ‘plain 
folk’ from Brooklyn, New 
York.  The bride’s family, the 
Watsons, are professional, 
upper-crust, ‘old money’ from 
Martha’s Vineyard in Massa-
chusetts.
 The film begins when 
beautiful, sweet and bubbly 
Sabrina Watson (Paula Patton) 
makes a vow to God to never 
again give away her ‘cookies’ 
(body) to a man until after she 
marries. Then, she literally runs 
into handsome, warm and un-
derstanding Jason Taylor (Laz 
Alonso) with her car.  They date 
and five, ‘incredible’ months 
later, Sabrina tells Jason that 
she plans to take a job in Chi-
na two months from now.  So, 
when he says a long distance 
relationship wouldn’t work, he 
proposes.  She accepts and they 
start planning the wedding im-
mediately.  Helping Sabrina’s 
refined, serious mother Clau-
dine (Angela Bassett) is white, 
overly-sensitive wedding co-
ordinator Amy (Julie Bowen).  
Jason’s sassy, fiery-tempered 
mother Pam (Loretta Devine) 

MENU TIPS
Pantry essentials for fast, healthful cooking
 (NAPSI)—Stock 
your kitchen with these basic 
building blocks for a wide va-
riety of good-for-you recipes 
that are quick and easy to cre-
ate.
 “Keeping healthy 
foods on hand is one of the 
easiest ways to get started 
with a healthy eating plan,” 
said registered dietitian Sar-
ah-Jane Bedwell, author of 
“Schedule Me Skinny.” 
 1. Canola Oil—This 
kitchen workhorse is one of 
the most healthful cooking 
oils available and excellent 
for almost any kind of recipe. 
It contains the least saturated 
fat and most plant-based 
omega-3 fat of all common 
cooking oils, plus its neutral 
flavor and light texture work 
well with many different 
dishes and cooking styles.
 2. Vinegar—The 
acid in vinegar, including 
white wine, red wine or bal-
samic, brightens and balances 
flavors. It’s key to salad vin-
aigrette, and a splash can add 
depth and sweetness to soups 
and sautés.
 3. Peanut But-
ter—An inexpensive source 
of protein, peanut butter is a 
healthful addition to baked 
goods. It’s also a quick base 
for Asian-style peanut sauce 
on noodles or meat.
 4. Lower—So-
dium Chicken or Vegetable 
Broth—Boost flavor by us-
ing broth for homemade soup 
in a flash, whole grains or a 
braised dish. Store-bought 
broth tends to be higher in 
salt, so look for the lower-
sodium varieties. 
 5. Honey or Brown 
Sugar—Sweetener isn’t just 
for baked goods. Use a touch 
to help caramelize foods and 
bring out the natural sweet-
ness in vegetables. 
 6. Whole Wheat 
Flour—Essential for baking, 
flour is also useful for thick-
ening sauces, binding veg-
gie pancakes and more. The 
white whole wheat variety 
can be a great way to add ex-
tra whole grains but maintain 
a light texture.
 7. Basic Spices—
No need to buy a whole 
rack’s worth of spices. For 
most dishes, you’ll be good 
to go with pepper, cinnamon, 
cumin, chili powder, garlic 
flakes, thyme and an Italian 
herb blend.

 8. Whole Grains—
Brown rice, whole grain pasta, 
oats, barley and quinoa are 
packed with nutrition and nicely 
filling. Keep them on hand to 
round out any meal.
 9. Quick Protein—
Canned or dried beans and len-
tils as well as canned salmon 
and tuna are excellent pantry 
staples: nutritious, affordable 
and versatile. Toss them into 
salads, mix with whole grains or 
mash them into burgers.
 10. Canned Toma-
toes—Essential for sauces, 
soups and stews, canned to-
matoes are faster (and, at most 
times of the year, tastier) to use 
than peeling, seeding and chop-
ping your own. Select those that 
are lower in sodium.
 “These are ingredients 
I reach for again and again,” 
Bedwell added. “With a well-
stocked pantry and a little bit of 
planning, it’s truly possible to 
prepare healthy meals in min-
utes.”
 This entrée or appe-
tizer is a delicious way to in-
corporate whole grain and other 
pantry essentials.
 Salmon and Quinoa 
Patties
Yield: 8 patties ;Serving size: 1 
pattie
 2 Tbsp canola oil, di-
vided 
 1 cup minced onion 
 ½ cup finely chopped 
celery 
 1 cup cooked quinoa 
 2 cans, 6.5 oz each, 
salmon, rinsed and drained
 3 eggs
 2 Tbsp green relish 
 ½ tsp salt 
 In large nonstick pan, 
heat 1 Tbsp canola oil over me-
dium heat. Add onion and celery 
and sauté for about 5 minutes. 
Remove from heat. 
 In large bowl, com-
bine prepared quinoa with 
cooked onions and celery. Add 
salmon, eggs, relish and salt. 
Stir well to combine. Shape 
mixture into 8 patties, about ⅓ 
cup mixture each. In saucepan, 
heat remaining canola oil over 
medium heat. Cook patties for 
3 to 4 minutes, undisturbed, or 
until golden brown. Flip over 
and continue cooking for about 
4 additional minutes. 
 Nutritional Analysis 
per Serving: calories: 150; to-
tal fat: 9 g; saturated fat: 1.5 g; 
cholesterol: 90 mg; sodium: 360 
mg; carbohydrates: 7 g; fiber: 1 
g; sugar: 1 g; protein: 10 g.

Just
Jazz

By NANCY ANN LEE

 Chicagoan Jodie 
Christian is a flawless jazz 
pianist whose fame came late 
perhaps because he remained 
in his hometown.
 A self-described "pro-
fessional sideman," he has per-
formed and recorded with Stan 
Getz, Chet Baker, Sonny Stit, 
Buddy Montgomery, Roscoe 
Mitchell and others since his 
career began nearly 50 years 
ago.
 Early inspiration 
came from his parents, both 
self-taught pianist who played 
for church and house parties.
 Christian studied at 
Chicago School of Music in the 
1940s and fortified his piano 
technique by playing in church.
 The life-long south-
sider was among charter mem-
bersof Chicago's musician's 
cooperative, the Association 
for the Advancement of Cre-
ative Musicians in 1965.
 Although avant garde 
influences are evident in Chris-
tian's playing, he considers 
himself a bebop-influenced 
player able to stretch out.
 Christian began to 
gain wider notice after record-
ing two albums as leader for 
Chicago's Delmark label and 
being chosen in 1994 as an Arts 
Midwest Jazz Master.
As well as a leader, Christian 
is a much-in-demand sideman 
and educator.
 He is actively de-
voted to his community and 
conducts jazz programs in the 
public schools and performs in 
outdoor neighborhood concerts 
for Chicago's youth.

Jodie Christian

 If you would 
like to be a Beauty of The 
Week, send photo, phone 
number and information 
to EAST SIDE DAILY 
NEWS or call (216) 721-
1674.

 

 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  










 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 













Beauty of the Week: 
is lovely looking Keiko 
Chase. Chase , who is an 
international recognized 
model, was featured in 
the Bronze Beauty Cal-
ender. (ESDN Photo by 
Howard Moorehead)
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VANTAGE POINT
Jim Brickman brings 'The Gift of Christmas' home to the Hanna Theatre

Brickman

 Jim Brickman will 
warm the hearts of all as 
sounds of faith and love 
make spirits bright, bring-
ing family and friends to-
gether for anything but a 
silent night. Join Brickman 
for this LIVE and joyous 
concert experience that 
blends yuletide memories 
and holiday favorites with 
his own hit songs such as, 
“The Gift,” “Sending You 
A Little Christmas,” “An-
gel Eyes,” and “If You Be-
lieve”.
 Brickman: The 
Gift of Christmas cel-
ebrates the gift of family, 
the gift of friends, the gift 
of peace, and the gift of 
love, wrapped up in sweet 
sounds of the season only 
he and his piano can pro-
vide. 
 Pre-order Jim’s up-
coming new holiday album, 
Jim Brickman: A Christmas 
Symphony, beginning July 
16.

  

 Brickman is the 
best-selling solo pianist of 
our time, earning 21 num-
ber one albums, 34 Top 20 
radio hits, and two Grammy 
nominations. 
	 His	 first	 album	
release was 1995’s “No 
Words,” and he’s gone on 
to sell eight million albums 
worldwide. His star-studded 
vocal collaborations have 
crossed genres to feature 

luminaries like Olivia New-
ton-John, Martina McBride, 
Michael Bolton, Leslie 
Odem Jr, Donny Osmond, 
Kenny Rogers, Johnny 
Mathis and Kenny Loggins 
amongst many others. He’s 
written three best-selling 
books, starred in four TV 
concert specials, and is in 
the 22nd season of hosting 
the popular syndicated radio 
show: “The Jim Brickman 
Show.” The Brickman Bed-
time Story podcast can be 
seen on Facebook LIVE and 
heard on Pandora, Apple 
Spotify and iheart podcasts.
 Brickman was 
born and raised in Shaker 
Heights, and began play-
ing	piano	at	the	age	of	five.	
He attended Shaker Heights 
High School, and he per-
formed on piano with the 
high school orchestra.
  He heard fellow 
student Anne Cochran sing 
in a musical, and introduced 
himself, asking her to join 

him in performing piano-
vocal material. Together, 
they won a talent competi-
tion hosted by the WGCL 
"G98" radio station. An-
other high school friend 
named Meg Tippett con-
vinced Brickman to join the 
Heights Youth Theatre as 
accompanist, which grew 
into four years as musical 
director.
 Brickman founded 
his own advertising music 
company called The Brick-
man Arrangement, writ-
ing commercial jingles for 
many companies across 
the country such as Mc-
Donald's, Pontiac, City of 
Cleveland, Ohio Lottery, 
and Isuzu.
 In 2018, The Jim 
Brickman Show Podcast 
debuted on Pandora. Two 
years later, his podcast 
moved to Spotify as The 
Brickman Bedtime Story.

Weekly Wealth For Your Health

YOUR HEALTH

2709 E. 93rd Street
Cleveland, Ohio 44104
* Off Buckeye Road

     Phone: 216-791-6901

     Cell:     216-296-3806

 (NAPSI) Losing your 
health insurance can be stress-
ful and confusing as you explore 
the options for new coverage. To 
recover, it is important to under-
stand all your options, their costs 
and potential restrictions before 
purchasing new coverage. Care-
ful	 planning	 can	 help	 you	 find	
the coverage that best meets 
your needs.
 If you are in the mar-
ket for new insurance, you are 
not	alone.	Nonprofit	Transameri-
ca Center for Health Studies’ an-
nual consumer survey found that 
over one in three (35 percent) in-
sured adults acquired new health 
insurance in the past 12 months. 
And a strong majority (61 per-
cent) of uninsured respondents 
said cost prevents them from ob-
taining health coverage.
 Do you need health 
insurance? While the Internal 
Revenue Service no longer pe-
nalizes individuals on their fed-
eral taxes if they do not have 
health insurance, New Jersey, 
Massachusetts, Vermont and the 
District of Columbia all require 
residents to be insured or pay 
a tax penalty. Other states are 
considering adopting a health 
insurance mandate as well, so be 
sure to check these tax require-
ments. Even in states that do not 
require it, health insurance can 
help protect you (and your loved 
ones) from high medical costs, 
expected or not. 
	 It	 is	 a	 very	 difficult	
situation when you lose your 
health insurance—whether you 
lost your employer-based cover-
age,	 can	 no	 longer	 afford	 your	
current premium on individual 
coverage, lost your parents’ or 
spouse’s coverage, experienced 
a divorce, or have a new addi-
tion to your family. At that mo-
ment of uncertainty and concern 
for your health, what are your 
options for new health insurance 
coverage? 
 If you are under 26 
years old, you may be added or 
remain on your parents’ health 
insurance (if it covers children). 
Adult children can join or re-
main on a parent’s plan even if 
they are married; not living with 
their parents; attending school; 
not	 financially	 dependent	 on	
their parents; or eligible to enroll 
in their employer’s plan.
 If you are married and 
your spouse’s employer-based 
coverage covers dependents, 
you can be added to that health 
insurance. This change to your 
spouse’s employer-based cover-
age may be limited to the com-
pany open enrollment period 
once each year.
Shop the Exchange 
 Another place to look 
is your state’s Health Insurance 
Exchange. About 80 percent of 
customers purchasing a health 
plan through the Exchanges 
qualify for a subsidy on their 
premiums, depending on their 
income level. Health Insurance 
Exchanges are the only place to 
offer	 these	 subsidies,	which	 are	
available for singles with a 2019 

annual income between $12,140 
and $48,560, or income be-
tween $25,100 and $100,400 for 
a family of four. (Income limits 
are	 different	 in	 states	 that	 offer	
“expanded” Medicaid cover-
age, meaning a wider number of 
low-income residents can qual-
ify.) You can check for basic 
information about your state’s 
Exchange on our website: www.
TransamericaCenterforHealth-
Studies.org.
 It is important to 
know that you have up to 60 
days after losing your previous 
insurance or experiencing a life 
event (new baby, marriage, etc.) 
to purchase coverage in an Ex-
change. Otherwise, you have to 
wait until the Exchange open 
enrollment period each fall to 
sign up.
 If you are lower in-
come or unemployed, you may 
qualify for Medicaid in your 
state. Generally, the income 
limit is about $12,140 for sin-
gles and $25,100 for a family of 
four, though state requirements 
vary. Medicaid provides full 
health coverage with little or no 
out-of-pocket cost to you and 
your family. Some states have 
work/community engagement 
requirements for adults. You can 
check a state’s Medicaid income 
qualifications	 and	 requirements	
on our website: www.Transam-
ericaCenterforHealthStudies.
org.
Buy Direct 
 You can also purchase 
health insurance directly from 
an insurance provider. Health 
plans with the “essential health 
benefits”	required	by	the	Afford-
able Care Act can be purchased 
directly from health plans, often 
on the website. You might also 
consider working with an insur-
ance broker who can help you 
understand	 the	 different	 plan	
options available to you and the 
levels of coverage.
 Some health insur-
ance products that do not qual-
ify as major medical health in-

surance are also available. They 
are sometimes called gap insur-
ance, but you should know the 
limitations of these plans before 
purchasing.
 Critical illness insur-
ance provides a cash payment 
if you are diagnosed with can-
cer,	 have	 a	 heart	 attack,	 suffer	
a stroke or another serious and 
costly illness. 
 Accident insurance 
gives you a cash payout if you 
are in an accident. A plan may 
have	 daily	 payouts	 for	 specific	
events, such as a cash payment 
for every day you spend in the 
hospital.
 Short-term health in-
surance plans also do not comply 
with	the	Affordable	Care	Act,	but	
they can provide you with health 
insurance if you need a stopgap 
until obtaining full coverage. 
Short-term health plans can pro-
vide catastrophic health coverage 
but some states limit their avail-
ability. It is important to note that 
short-term medical plans are not 
required to cover mental health 
services, outpatient prescription 
drugs, substance use disorder 
treatment, maternity care or oth-
er	essential	health	benefits.	
 Moreover, short-term 
plans do not cover pre-existing 
conditions and may deny you 
coverage based on your past 
medical history.
Before you sign up for health 
insurance again, do your home-
work and shop around. That is 
the best way to make sure you 
find	 the	 best	 option	 for	 your	
needs. 
 Transamerica Center 
for Health Studies, a division of 
the	 nonprofit	 private	 foundation	
Transamerica Institute®, is fo-
cused on empowering consum-
ers and employers to achieve the 
best value and protection from 
their health coverage, as well as 
the best outcomes in their per-
sonal health and wellness. www.
TransamericaCenterforHealth-
Studies.org.

Health insurance coverage options
  

By NATHANIEL SILLIN

 In some parts of the 
world, a gap year—a year-long 
break between high school and 
college—is the norm. It’s start-
ing to catch on in the U.S. as 
well.
 It’s a chance for re-
cent high school graduates to 
earn money, challenge them-
selves, explore the world and 
build their resume while experi-
menting	 with	 different	 career	
paths.
 Those who take full 
advantage of the opportunity 
often	 find	 the	 experience	 to	 be	
rewarding	 and	 beneficial.	 And	
colleges report that students 
who start school after a gap year 
tend to earn higher grades, are 
more involved with campus life 
and graduate within four years 
at a higher rate than their non-
gap-year peers.
 Lessons you could 
learn along the way. Many peo-

ple spend at least part of the year 
traveling, working or volunteer-
ing away from home. During the 
year, they may discover that what 
they originally wanted to study 
isn’t	 a	 good	 fit,	 or	 may	 come	
away with a newfound passion.
 Entering college with 
this knowledge can help them fo-
cus on a major, plan their classes 
and graduate early. Or, at least 
avoid changing majors and ex-
tending their schooling. In either 
case, they can save tens of thou-
sands of dollars.
 During a gap year, 
young adults also often take a 
more direct role in their day-to-
day	finances.	They	can	develop	a	
greater appreciation for earning, 
and spending, money. In turn, 
this can give them a framework 
when taking out student loans 
and an extra push to apply for 
scholarships.
 Finding structure for 
your gap year. To avoid squan-
dering the year, you can look 

into formal programs that can 
help	 you	 achieve	 or	 define	
your personal, academic or 
career goals. According to the 
American Gap Association 
(AGA),	 a	 nonprofit	 based	 in	
Portland, Ore., more than 80 
percent of gap year students 
say the skills they acquired 
helped them be successful in 
their career after school.
 Many choose ser-
vice-oriented work. The fed-
erally backed AmeriCorps 
programs place volunteers 
throughout the U.S. to help 
communities in needs. Once 
you complete a full-time 
10- to 11-month commit-
ment, you may be eligible 
for a scholarship worth up to 
$5,815	 (in	 fiscal	 year	 2017).	
Some colleges and universi-
ties will also match a portion 
of the award.
 Working for a local 
business could be another 
great option. You can earn 
money, see if you truly enjoy 
the work, network and may 
be able to line up work dur-
ing school or for future sum-
mer jobs. The industry con-
nections and mentorship you 
receive can also be valuable 
for your post-graduation job 
search.
 Another resource 
for	 finding	 a	 program	 is	 the	

Would a gap year make financial sense?
USA Gap Year Fairs, which 
profiles	 a	 broad	 range	 of	
gap year experiences. Pri-
vately run programs may 
not	 offer	 compensation,	 but	
sometimes you can work 
in exchange for room and 
board. The experience can 
also serve as a foundation for 
cover letters when you apply 
for jobs or college admis-
sions essays.
 Funding your gap 
year. There are gap year op-
tions for students from all so-
cio-economic backgrounds.
 The AGA maintains 
a	list	of	financial	aid	opportu-
nities that can help you fund 
a gap year. The mix of mer-
it- and need-based scholar-
ships could cover the cost of 
a	 program	or	 offset	 the	 cost	
of traveling or volunteering. 
If you have a particular pro-
gram, ask the organization 
for recommendations.
 Once you start your 
college education, you can 
try to capitalize on your year 
off.	There	are	many	scholar-
ships available to continuing 
college students and your 
experience could be a good 
jumping-off	point	 for	 an	 es-
say.
 Nathaniel Sillin di-
rects	Visa’s	 financial	 educa-
tion programs.
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Visit Us 
Dine With US Or Join Us
Edwins Restaurant
13101 Shaker Square

Cleveland, Ohio 44120
216-921-3333

Edwins Butcher Shop
13024 Buckeye Road

Cleveland, Ohio 44120
216-417 1100

Tuesday-Friday 11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Saturday 10:00 a.m. 2:00 p.m.

Edwins Institute 
To Enroll: Call 216-921-3333

6 MonthsTraining

Attorney James A. GayAttorney James A. Gay

(216) 429-9493(216) 429-9493

“Some things have not changed. When the police advise you that everything

you’ve said will be used against you, they have already made a decision

respecting your immediate future.” 

Call me - I can help

16802 Chagrin Boulevard
Cleveland, Ohio 44120

Lifts and leather shoe repair is our specialty including bags, 
purses, luggage, sport and designer shoes & more!

Visit Gomez Shoe Repair & Luggage Shop Today

*Shoe & Boot Repairs - *Luggage And Hand Bag Repair
*All Leather, Suede Cleaning & Repair - *Accessories, Polishes & Strings

* We Sell All Lines Of Purses
* We Clean Timberland Boots

Looking For Quality Shoe Repair And Maintenance? Look No Further...
Great Service At A Great Location

Hours: Monday-Saturday - 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

(216) 417-0904

Shoerepairsonline.com
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By JEFF MIXON

 It’s unaccept-
able that – on average – 
four children in the city 
of Cleveland are diag-
nosed with lead poison-
ing daily.
 It’s unaccept-
able that a landlord can 
rent a property that he 
knows is lead toxic to a 
family with a newborn 
baby - and not be held 
accountable.
 There’s no 
cure for lead poisoning 
- a lifelong, debilitating 
medical condition.  
 Lead poison-
ing causes learning dis-
abilities… high blood 
pressure… kidney 
problems… heart at-
tacks, strokes, impulsiv-
ity.  Lead poisoning has 
even been connected to 
increased gun violence – 
the Lead-Crime Hypoth-
esis.
 It’s unaccept-
able that – in 2015 - 
Cleveland leaders failed 
to sufficiently notify 
residents of a city-wide 
childhood lead poisoning 
epidemic.
 It’s unaccept-
able that city leaders 
have shown no interest 
whatsoever in promoting 
a diet capable of decreas-
ing the symptoms of lead 
poisoning.
 It’s unaccept-
able that in 2019, the 

Lead poisoning is unacceptable
Crime, Incorporated  ral-
ly and sleepover at City 
Hall on Sunday, August 
15.  We urged elected of-
ficial to take Cleveland’s 
lead poisoning epidemic 
more seriously.
 No more greed 
and lies.  It’s time to obey 
truth.  It’s time to obey 
God.
 “ W h e t h e r 
therefore… ye eat… ye 
drink… or whatsoever ye 
do… do all to the glory 
of God.”
 I’d like to thank 
Art McKoy, Al Porter 
and Judy Martin - three 
iconic leaders of Greater 
Cleveland’s civil rights 
movement as well as 
Yvonka Hall, Erika Jar-
vis, Darrick Wade and 
Angela Davis for dis-
playing true leadership. 
 Lead poisoning 
is an extremely serious 
issue.
 I believe our 
leaders know that many 
children diagnosed with 
Attention Deficit Dis-
order are really suffer-
ing from lead poisoning.  
Continuing to ignore this 
epidemic is completely 
unacceptable.  Cleveland 
needs leaders who care 
more about children than 
campaign donations.
 D e m o c r a c y 
flourishes when citizens 
rightly have confidence 
in the integrity of elec-
tions… when they right-

ly have confidence in the 
integrity of elected offi-
cials.  
 A vibrant de-
mocracy requires en-
gaged and informed vot-
ers.  It requires elected 
officials who listen to and 
follow the will of voters.
 Today, I’m 
deeply honored for the 
opportunity to introduce 
Brother Art McKoy.  A 
champion of justice for 
more than four decades, 
Brother McKoy gave 
Greater Clevelanders 
hope that we might one 
day overcome the prob-
lems of violence and di-
vision.  
 A voice of ma-
turity and compassion… 
over many, many years… 
Art repeatedly and elo-
quently demonstrated 
strength… through kind-
ness.
 During agoniz-
ing moments of trag-
edy… moments when it 
seemed doubtful whether 
joy would come in the 
morning… Art McKoy 
and Black on Black 
Crime, Incorporated pro-
vided enough compas-
sion… enough hope… 
to comfort heart-broken 
communities. 
 Thank  McKoy 
– on behalf of Cleve-
land’s children – for us-
ing your voice to elevate 
the issue of childhood 
lead poisoning.

Clerk of Council used 
an unconstitutional ma-
neuver to protect wealthy 
businessmen from the 
cost of certifying rental 
properties lead safe.
 The Clerk of 
Council had to know that 
her unconstitutional ma-
neuver would results in 
thousands of additional 
children being infected 
with lead poisoning.
 It’s unaccept-
able that testing for lead 
poisoning decreased af-
ter CLASH’s 2019 ballot 
initiative was sabotaged.  
Cleveland leaders chose 
to support the wealth 
of their friends over the 
health of our children.
 It’s unaccept-
able that Cleveland’s 
new Lead Safe Certifi-
cate Law – which went 
into effect on March 1 of 
this year - has yet to be 
enforced.

 The problem of 
childhood lead poison-
ing is way too serious 
for elected officials to ig-
nore.  The consequences 
for children are devastat-
ing.
 How can any-
one in a position to put an 
end this this devastating 
epidemic sleep at night 
after selling out future 
generations of children 
for campaign donations 
and job security they 
don’t deserve?
 Fortunately, the 
power of the people is 
greater than the people in 
power.
 I’m Jeff Mixon, 
President of BLACK 
LIVES MATTER in 
Cuyahoga County and 
Political Director of 
Black on Black Crime, 
Incorporated.
 I participated 
in the Black on Black 

 Sleepover Point person Angela Davis BBCI and political 
director Jeff Mixon discuss the dangers of lead paint at the rally held last 
Friday at City Hall,

EDITOR’S NOTE: Part 
two in a series. 

 By 1973, the pop-
ulation of Lakeview Terrace 
was predominately African 
American. Local politicians 
were systematically keeping 
blacks from moving further 
into Cleveland’s west side.
 Lakeview Ter-
race, in a holdover from 
when its population was 
entirely white, was man-
aged by the Lakeview Ter-
race Resident Management 
Firm, a nonprofit organiza-
tion owned by the residents. 
 Lena Jackson, 
head of the Lakeview Ter-
race Resident Management,  
helped to organize resi-
dents, and Cleveland was 
selected as the model for a 
new economic development 
program.
 Secretary of 
Housing and Urban De-
velopment under President 
Ronald Regan, Samuel 
Pierce, toured Lakeview 
Terrace in 1987 when he an-
nounced a new program. If 
the program was successful 
in Cleveland, it would be 
implemented in 3 other cit-
ies, New Haven, Connecti-
cut, and two sites in Florida.
 Lakeview would 
be given $25,000 to $50,00 
as seed money  with guid-
ance from the Opportunity 
Resources Institute to en-
courage black owned busi-
nesses such as barbershops, 
beauty salon, a convenient 
store, a dry cleaners, etc. 
 The business cre-
ation, according to HUD, 
would improve the quality 
of life for public housing 
tenants. “If we are success-
ful in Cleveland, then we 
can expand to other areas 
of the nation,” a republican 
politician from Hillboro 
said.
 The residents 

Economic Development, Lead Poisoning: Cleveland’s sad legacy

were hopeful. They be-
lieved that the program was 
set up to give them a path-
way to be better future.
 Resident of 
Lakeview Terrace were  un-
aware that Pierce was using 
the program this way: “Un-
der the program, “a trove of 
rent subsidies, tax credits 
and consulting fees, totaling 
millions of dollars on each 
housing project, flowed to 
GOP faithful and their as-
sociates.”
 Under Pierce’s 
leadership, HUD became a 
sort of graduate school for 
ethics-challenged officials 
to master the complexities 
of housing programs such 
as mod-rehab, and then join 
the private sector and use 
their connections at HUD to 
cash in. 
 Deborah Wade 
managed a successful Beau-
ty Salon which was the first 
tenant owned business. The 
salon employs tenants, and 
serviced more than 50 cus-
tomers per week.
 Besides the salon, 
a clothing store, a transpor-
tation/moving company, a 
convenience store, and a 
renovation company were 
established.
 Profits from the 
ventures were planned to 
go into scholarships for the 
children.
 Darrick Wade, 
a tenant with construction 
experience, was charged by 
Lena Jackson with renovat-

ing some of the properties 
under the program.  
 Jackson provided 
Wade with a manual of 
building code regulations 
that he would have to fol-
low.
 As Wade studied 
the manual, he came across 
the regulations on the use of 
lead in paint. The U.S. Con-
sumer Product Safety Com-
mission banned lead paint 
in residential properties and 
public housing in 1977. He 
read that the regulation was 
to “reduce the risk of lead 
poisoning in children who 
may ingest paint chips or 
peelings.”
 As he read how 
lead paint effects the ner-
vous system and how young 
children are particularly 
vulnerable, Wade realized 
that not only his own chil-
dren, but all of the children 
in public housing had been 
potentially exposed to lead. 
Wade quickly mobilized 
with Jackson, and they had 
all the Lakeview Terrace 
children tested for lead. Too 
many of the children had 
unacceptable lead levels.
 Little did Wade 
know that his findings 
would not only be ignored, 
but he would be ground 
zero between a fight be-
tween Sandra Scarr at Me-
troHealth Medical Center 
who was on the payroll of 
the Lead Institute and Dr. 
Herbert Needleman, the 
leading world expert on lead 

poisoning. 
 Needleman faced 
retaliation for his work to 
save children from lead 
poisoning, and soon Wade 
would also be retaliated for 
sounding the alarm about 
lead poisoning in paint.  
 Wade’s retaliation 
would result in the closing 
of the economic develop-
ment initiatives of which 
Cleveland was the model 
for the rest of the nation.
 The repercussions 
of the attacks on Wade are 
still being felt on economic 
development projects in 
public housing since Pierce 
left office with dozens of 
his associates in prison for 
theft. What was happening 
to Wade and Needleman 
was a concerted effort  from 
the International Lead Zinc 
Research Organization (IL-
ZRO) to paint manufactur-
ers.
 Needleman’s sci-
entific methodology had 
long been challenged by Dr. 
Claire Ernhart, who has crit-
icized it as not adequately 
controlling for confounding 
variables, and being subject 
to the multiple comparisons 
problem. 
 In 1983, when 
the EPA was reviewing its 
air-quality standards, it re-
jected the results of both 
Needleman’s and some of 
Ernhart’s scientific work on 
the subject. Egged on by the 
Lead Industries Association 
(LIA), the EPA Science Ad-
visory Board formed a six-
member Expert Committee, 
including Sandra Scarr, that 
the LIA hoped would under-
mine Needleman. 
 Needleman chal-
lenged this criticism and af-
ter giving him more money 
to reanalyze the data, the 
EPA reversed its position, 
and adopted his conclusions 
in 1986.
 In 1990, a Super-
fund (industrial pollution 
cleanup) case was brought 
against the owners of a 
defunct lead mill in Utah, 
where houses had been built 
on the land where the tail-
ings had been deposited.
 The state hired 
Needleman as an expert 
witness, and the corpora-
tions in their defence turned 
to Ernhart and psychologist 
Sandra Scarr from the Uni-
versity of Virginia. Ernhart 
and Scarr gained access to 
the raw data for a day, af-
ter which they had to leave 
after a federal government 
lawyer attempted to have 
them sign a gagging order 
preventing them from dis-
cussing the data in public.  

 Based on what she 
saw of the printouts, Scarr 
concluded that Needleman 
had discarded potentially 
significant explanatory vari-
ables after his first analysis 
failed to show a lead-IQ re-
lationship until “he got the 
results he wanted”.The two 
charged Needleman through 
the National Institute of 
Health with scientific mis-
conduct.
 Needleman says 
that the case against him 
was made by a law firm from 
Philadelphia who refused to 
name the company who was 
paying them, although he 
wrote that Ernhart received 
$375,000 over seven years 
from the International Lead 
Zinc Research Organiza-
tion (ILZRO). He says that 
against the wishes of his 
university, he successfully 
fought to have his case held 
in public and was eventually 
exonerated.
 According to 
Scarr: “Eventually, Needle-
man was found guilty of 
misrepresentation and had 
to retract research reports in 
the journals that published 
them.” However, no retrac-
tions were issued, only mild 
corrections. According to 
environmental psychol-
ogy professor Colleen F. 
Moore, Scarr and Ernhart 
“found a published graph 
that was slightly in error, 
and Needleman eventually 
published a correction”.The 
lawsuit and subsequent in-
quiry remain controversial; 
according to philosopher 
of science Clark N. Gly-
mour, “Scarr and Ernhart 
are sometimes dismissed as 
tools of the lead industry, 
but I know of no evidence 
that they were other than 
sincere.” However, Gly-
mour thinks that Scarr and 
Ernhart were wrong on their 
methodological findings.
 EPA scientist Joel 
Schwartz told Newsweek 
in 1991 that a reanalysis of 
Needleman’s data incor-
porating the factor of age, 
which had been excluded, 
“found essentially the iden-
tical results”. By that point, 
Needleman’s research had 
been superseded by newer 
research used to justify even 
lower limits of allowable 
lead. 
 Needleman, who  
ended up saving thousands 
of children from the dev-
astation of lead poisoning, 
faced unbelievable retalia-
tion from Dr. Claire Ernhart 
and Scarr...and soon Wade 
would too.

Wade Needleham
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