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head Francis calls to end death penalty
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Death penalty opponents are hopeful the
pope’s calls to stop the use of capital punishment worldwide will resonate in Ohio, where executions have been
highly criticized. After a 2007 assessment found Ohio
fell short in 93 percent of standards for a fair and accurate state death penalty system, an Ohio Supreme Court
task force put forth recommendations for improvement.
Abraham Bonowitz, spokesperson with Ohioans to Stop
Executions,said that more Ohioans support the alternative of life in prison without parole.

Brown

Women needed to design the future

Kassius Brown is a happy
one year old baby boy who likes
to play with his sister, Sariah. His
favorite toy is his mom’s phone.
His favorite food is banana and
mixed berry baby food. He is the
son of Betty Brown and Christopher
Lockett.

Young women in Ohio and around the
world are being encouraged today to help design the
future. It’s Girl Day, an annual event urging young
females to study the fields of science, technology,
engineering and mathematics, also called STEM. In
her more than 25 years of experience in engineering and automation, Peggie Koon explains the field
needs the diverse perspective woman can offer.

EASTSIDE NEWS
Tuesday, March 1, 2016 - Friday, March 4, 2016

VOL. 37 No. 10

FREE

READ ON - WRITE ON

Daily

ISSUED FRIDAY
SERVING: LARCHMERE - WOODLAND, SHAKER SQUARE, BUCKEYE, WOODLAND, MT. PLEASANT,
LEE & AVALON, HARVARD - LEE, MILES - UNION, UNIVERSITY CIRCLE AREA,
WARRENSVILLE HEIGHTS, VILLAGES OF NORTH RANDALL, HIGHLAND HILLS AND CITY OF EAST CLEVELAND

FREE

READ ON - WRITE ON

“COVERING THE NEWS TODAY FOR A BETTER TOMORROW”

ENDORSEMENTS

McGinty’s C.F.O. has money troubles

Masjid Bilal held two entertaining and informative programs last Saturday. The annual program was sponsored by the Muslim Men’s Association at
the mosque. In attendance at the event is Gwen Hilton, showing a Black History
T-shirt prize. The program was coordinated by Rakin Aziz.See story on page 8.
ESDN photo by Omar Quadir

Marvin Davies, III , C.F.O.
of Cuyahoga County prosecutor’s office, has major money issues according to a recent report.
TV Station Channel 19 reporter Scott Taylor investigated Davies, who was hired by Tim McGinty
to oversea the prosecutor office’s $31
million budget in 2013.
According to the investigation, McGinty said that he did not do
a financial background check before
hiring Davies who McGinty said
came highly recommended.
Taylor’s uncovered the following fiscal concerns:

Davies was sued by Discover in 2009, and McGinty, who
was the judge assigned to the case,
issued a judgment against Davies for
$19,000. Davies was also sued by a
credit union for $61,000. CitiMortgage also took Davies to court for a
debt of $91,000. Davies and his wife
filed bankruptcy in 2013 which was
the same year that McGinty hired
him. Davies owed $2,500 in back
taxes, $160,000 in students loans
and $133,000 on 25 credit cards.
A financial background
check would have discovered these
issues.

Cuyahoga County Administrative and Presiding Judge John
J. Russo will consider the motion
filedlast Friday by the Attorney
General’s Office (Mike DeWine)
seeking the appointment of a Lorain County prosecutor to review
statements made by officers Scott
Aldridge and Bryan Myers in reference to Tanisha Anderson’s death.
Family members of Anderson called police for help twice
on November 12, 2014 because Anderson, who suffered from mental
illness, became unruly and difficult
to handle.
According to the police
officers in their written statement
to sheriff’s investigators, Anderson was laying on the ground and
handcuffed at 11:20 p.m., when
they radioed for a police supervisor to come to the scene. The officers estimated that Anderson was
in that position for a total of 5 to
10 minutes. According to call logs
and witness interviews reviewed
by sheriff’s investigators, the EMS
team arrived at 11:41 p.m.—indicating that Anderson had been on
the ground for at least 20 minutes.
When the EMS team checked An-

and pushed her face into the
pavement.” Aldridge, who weighs
approximately 240 pounds, then
pressed his knee on Anderson’s
back and handcuffed her while
Myers assisted in restraining her,
the family said, and within moments Anderson lost consciousness. The lawsuit also alleged that
when family members asked the
officers to check on her condition,
the officers “falsely claimed she
was sleeping” and delayed calling
for medical assistance. “During
the lengthy time that Tanisha lay
on the ground,” the family said,
Aldridge and Myers “failed to
provide any medical attention to
Tanisha.”
Within the hour, Anderson was taken to a nearby hospital, where she was pronounced
dead.
According to the report
from the Cuyahoga County Medical Examiner’s Office, Anderson,
37, sustained multiple bruises
and abrasions as well as a fracture
of her sternum, or breastbone,
in the area of rib 3. Press reports
that bipolar disorder and heart
disease were contributing factors

in her death.
While civil rights activists and the Anderson family have held vigils and marched
demanding justice for Tanisha,
her case was transferred from the
Cleveland police department to
the Cuyahoga County Sheriff’s
Office.
Following a 15 month
investigation, the Cuyahoga
County Sheriff’s Office recently
completed its investigation, sent
their report to Cuyahoga County Prosector Tim McGinty who
immediately deferred the investigation to the Attorney General’s
Office.
If the Attorney General’s Office earns approval on its
motion, the Lorain prosecutors
will remove any so-called Garrity material before sending it to
Special Prosecutor Matthew Donahue in Lorain County.
The Anderson’s case was
one of several police-involved
deaths of unarmed African
Americans that gained notoriety
in 2014, and in which McGinty
declined to indict the police officers involved in the cases.

they heard two gun shots coming
from the neighboring Convenient
Food Mart and saw the boy running away. Someone grabbed the

boy in front of Hype Barbershop
and called for help.
According to police, there
are no suspects.

Elect Michael Shaughnessy judge
EAST SIDE DAILY
NEWS encourages all voters in
Cuyahoga County to vote for
Michael Shaughnessy for judge
of Court of Common Pleas on
Tuesday,March 15, 2016 for term
January 11, 2017.
Shaughnessy received the
highest rating from Judge4Yourself, which is an excellent rating,
from the Cleveland Metropolitan
Bar Association, Cuyahoga Criminal Defense Lawyers Association,
the Norman S. Minor Bar Association (the oldest association of African American lawyers), and the
Ohio Women’s Bar Association.
He is endorsed by the Cuyahoga
County Democratic Party.
Shaughnessy received
major endorsements from Congresswoman Marcia Fudge and
Georgine Welo, mayor of South
Euclid.
With Shaughnessy’s outstanding education, he is more
than qualified to serve as a judge
in Cuyahoga County. He graduated
from Cleveland Marshall College
of Law, Cleveland State University, with a Juris Doctor. He graduated from Cleveland State University and Benedictine High School.
Shaughnessy has served
as the president of the Cuyahoga
Criminal Defense Lawyer’s Association, president of the Northeast Municipal Prosecutor’s Association, and as an adjunct faculty
member at Case Western Reserve
University School of Law.
Honors that Shaughnessy has received include being
the recipient of the Buckeye Area
Development Corporation Impact
award, and he is a member of the
Eight District Judicial Conference.
Shaughnessy serves on

Shaughnessy
the boards of the Lawyers Guild of
the Catholic Diocese of Cleveland
and for the South Euclid Municipal
Court Mental Health Docket.
“My focus has been to
continue the 50 year family tradition of representing and fighting
for the rights of the citizens of
Cuyahoga County. I am honored to
have the support of so many Democratic elected officials, ward leaders, and voters. I hope to earn your
support as well. I pledge to serve
the community with transparency,
fairness, and to provide justice to
all,” Shaughnessy said.
Mike Shaughnessy is the
son of the late Thomas Shaughnessy, Sr., who dedicated his practice to defending the down-trodden
and the poor. Shaughnessy Sr.,
during his law career, was rated as
one of the best trial lawyers in the
county.
Mike has been endorsed
by the majority of elected officials such as mayors and council
members in Cuyahoga County. He
has also been endorsed by a large
number of the major unions in the
county.

Gasoline prices rise in area
Northeast Ohio gas
prices have risen eight cents in
two weeks to $1.69 a gallon, according to AAA East Central’s
Fuel Gauge report.
The national average
is $1.71.The national average
for regular unleaded gasoline
continues to hover at levels not
seen since the Great Recession,
largely due to abundant supplies and low crude oil costs.
Today’s average price
of $1.71 per gallon is the lowest
price for this date since 2004.
Gas prices are likely
move higher as we head into
the spring refinery maintenance
season; however prices should
remain lower than recent years.
Refineries conducting
maintenance will produce less
fuel, though ample gasoline
supply and lower-than-expected prices for crude oil should

limit any seasonal price spikes.
The global price for
crude oil continues to move
based on speculation regarding
the market’s future balance between supply and demand.
A possible freeze in
production, spearheaded by
OPEC member Saudi Arabia,
grabbed the attention of market
watchers for much of last week,
but failed to produce any real
gains in price, as the likelihood
of a deal remains questionable.
It also is unlikely that a
production freeze near current
levels would have any effect on
reducing abundant global supplies.
At the close of Friday’s
formal trading session on the
NYMEX, West Texas Intermediate crude oil was down $1.13
to settle at $29.64 per barrel.

AAA Fuel Gauge Gasoline Price Survey
Northeast Ohio Average for Self-Service Gasoline
This Week
Last Week
Last Year
National

(02-22-16)
(02-19-16)
(02-23-15)
(02-22-16)

Regular
$1.69
$1.96
$2.26
$1.71

Mike DeWine requests special prosecutor in Anderson case

Anderson
derson’s condition, one member found a faint pulse while
a second was unable to find
a pulse, the official said. The
handcuffs remained on Anderson as they began rendering
aid. The EMS team asked the
officers to remove the handcuffs because they were interfering with their work. The
officers complied, the official
said.
According to the lawsuit filed by the family on January 7, 2015, when Anderson
started to panic in the squad
car, Aldridge grabbed her,
“slammed her to the sidewalk,

Homicides and violent crime on the rise
Charles Barnes ,46, who
was originally reported being kidnapped from a home on Knowles
Road in East Cleveland, was found
dead in the truck of his 2005 Buick
LeSabre that police found parked in
a lot at Aspinwall Ave. and E.155th
Street on Monday.
According to the police report, two armed men killed Barnes
in the driveway of Barnes’ home and
placed his body in the trunk. They
used Barnes keys to enter the home,
and one assailant pistol-whipped the
victim’s 71-year old mother. He demanding that she turn off the home’s
security system, and when she refused, they took off with the victim’s
car, leaving blood stains in the driveway.
Police towed the car to the
medical examiner’s office to gather
more evidence and positively identify
the body. Detectives hope the security system inside the home where the
crime began can help them identify
the suspects. The police have no leads
at this time.
Another homicide occured
on Tuesday night when
Christopher Hardy, 30, was found
dead with a belt around his neck at
his apartment on West 111th Street
about 8:45 p.m.
According to police, Hardy’s
30-year-old roommate called 911 and

Giovonni Wilson shot by girlfriend

Giovonni Wilson, 26, visitation at about 11:00 p.m. on
says his 38-year-old girlfriend got Monday.
angry when she saw his ex-wife
According to police,
at Wilson’s house, and she went two other children, ages 9 and
to her car and retrieved a gun and 10-years-old, were also on the
shot him in the leg and buttocks. scene.
Wilson ex-wife, was
Wilson said he threw the
Barnes
dropping off their 5-year-old gun in some bushes. The suspect
admitted to strangling him. He
daughter at the Elwell home for a has not been arrested.
has not been formally charged.
In another incident, a Westlake opts out of Cleveland water system
16-year-old boy was shot in the
Cuyahoga County ComThe fight between Cleveface on Tuesday evening about mon Pleas Judge Michael Astrab land and Westlake escalated in
5:30 p.m. near the intersection upheld the right of Westlake to opt October of 2013, when Cleveland
of West 73rd Street and Lorain out of the Cleveland water system notified Westlake of additional
Avenue. EMS transported him in favor of buying water from an- quarterly fees it said it was owed
to MetroHealthMedical Center, other bulk supplier such as Avon because the nearly $40 million that
Cleveland said it invested in Westwhere his condition is unknown. Lake.
Astrab also denied Cleve- lake infrastructure projects and
According to witnesses,
land’s claim that it was due addi- Westlake wanted to bail out on the
tional quarterly fees that ranged Water Service Plan.
Richard A. Waddell, from $291 for residents to more
Paul Bender, Cleveland’s
44, died in the fire, which oc- than $5,000 for big commercial us- director of public utilities, sent
curred at the 3200 block of ers.
Westlake residents a letter saying
W. 99th Street on Wedsenday
According to Cleveland the rate hike was because “Westmorning.
spokesperson, Dan Williams, West- lake wants to set up its own water
Officials say the fire lake will have to keep buying water department and buy water wholestarted in the kitchen, where from Cleveland, at least temporar- sale from Avon Lake.”
Waddell was cooking.
Westlake Mayor Dennis
ily, while the city appeals the case
A dog also died in the to the Eighth District Court of Ap- Clough said the the move will save
fire.
.
money for residents.
peals.

Man dies in fire
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Kidney Day focus is on children Catheterization linked to risk of infection
Thursday, March
10th is the day to think about
your kidneys, and it is a day
to think about your children’s
kidneys as well. It is quite
normal to take kidney function for granted when you
have never had an issue. The
following story will remind
us that as parents, we also assume this for our kids. And
should the following ever
happen to you, you will now
know to seek medical attention immediately.
This is the story
of Marc DiCapua, an Avon
Lake resident and kidney
donor. The recipient?His
then 18 month old daughter
Sarah. Here is their story in
Marc’s words…
Sarah was 5 months
old and when waking her
up in the morning from her
sleep, bouncing and excited
to see us, we went to change
her diaper and found that
it was dry. This was very
abnormal as she had just
started sleeping through the
night recently and was usually soaked by morning. We
called the pediatrician which
we had seen two days prior
because we thought Sarah
had a cold. The pediatrician
thought that it was likely part
of a bug moving through her
and it would probably be
ﬁne later in the day. As we

weeks we learned that Sarah’s was in End Stage Renal
Disease and after several surgeries to replace catheters,
put a feeding tube into her
stomach, emergency removal of one of her kidneys and
many more scary days and
nights, we were ﬁnally told
that Sarah would need a kidney transplant. By the time
we left the hospital, we had
been taught how to change
dressings, ﬂush broviac lines
and perform daily dialysis
on Sarah with a machine we
As World Kidney Day is being held on March 10 and its focus is
would be taking home. As
on children, Marc DiCapua and his daughter, Sarah, celebrate Kidney Day
new parents, and Sarah bein a happy moment as she is the reciepient of a kidney from her father.
ing only sixmonths old, we
continued through the day, on her, nor could they get an were terriﬁed and heartbrowe were at Sarah’s cousin’s IV started to run lab work. Af- ken for our little girl. Where
house in the afternoon for a ter several attempts, the labs would this all go? How will
birthday. Sarah was pretty were taken and a blood pres- we get through this? How
cranky for most of the day and sure was done. Sarah’s BP much more can our little girl
still no wet diapers. By mid- was ~220/130. Lab work re- handle? There is no book
afternoon, we noticed that she turned and it showed she was on how to handle all of this,
was looking puffy in the face in kidney failure. We were there is no book to ﬁx two
and legs. We called the pedi- taken to the Pediatric Inten- heartbroken parents that
atrician again, and just as we sive Care Unit (PICU), where can’t make this all go away.
were getting off the phone, I they rushed to get her blood
After going home
told her about the puffy face pressure stabilized and to de- and doing 12 months of daily
and legs. She stopped and termine what was happening dialysis, medications three
told us to go straight to the with her kidneys. It was a times a day, special formulas,
emergency room and have her very long and scary night as injections twice a week, Dr.
checked out as these symp- we were told that Sarah was appointments weekly, Sarah
toms were now concerning as in very critical condition and was medically ready for
may not make it through the her kidney transplant. After
possible kidney problems.
In the ER, we spent night. By morning medica- months of tests and lab work
several hours trying to get vi- tions had brought her BP on me, I was ready to give
tals and blood drawn. They down, but it was still too Sarah my right kidney to
high. We made it through the put her broken system back
could not get a blood pressure
night and we were now being together again. We left for
told that her kidneys had shut Cincinnati on our adventure
down and were not function- and four weeks later returned
Easy Side Publishing Co., Inc.
ing. By mid-day, Sarah had to Cleveland with Sarah’s
a dialysis catheter placed and new kidney functioning great
was receiving peritoneal di- and Dad a little sore on his
alysis to help get the excess right side. The miracle we
ﬂuid out of her and to get her had hoped for had happened
11400 Woodland Avenue - Cleveland, Ohio 44104
blood cleaned in replacement and Sarah was restarting her
(216) 721-1674 - e-mail: esdn1@yahoo.com
life as an 18 month old little
of her kidneys.
MBE Certiﬁed - 2015
Over the next six- girl.
Website:eastsidedailynews.com
Publisher - Ulysses Glen
The joint mission
The
Cleveland
Serving Greater Cleveland Since July 10, 1980
Public Library (CPL) and will also further the goals of
The Cleveland Law Library The Cleveland Law Library.
recently announced a new “This initiative will support
partnership to explore col- the Cleveland Law Library's
10200 Woodland Ave. - Cleveland, Ohio laborative ventures and the strategic planning goals of
exchange of services. One of promoting relationships with
the outcomes is to coordinate local partners and enhancing
activities and programs re- communications with interlated to the legal needs of the ested stakeholders,” said JoPersonal And Business Contracts
seph Gross, President of The
community.
“Cleveland Public Cleveland Law Library.
Cars - Trucks - Vans - Limousines
Both organizations
Library is proud to collabo15 & 25 Passenger Buses
rate with our neighbor, The will work together to educate
Cleveland Law Library” said staff on legal resources availSteam Cleaning - Simonizing
Director Felton Thomas, Jr. able at both libraries, coorInterior Shampoo
“This partnership furthers dinate special exhibits and
Detailing Available
the mission of the Library to events to bring legal issues
be 'The People's University’, of interest to the community
Open 7 Days A Week
the center of learning for a and enhance web sites to refMonday - Thursday 8 am - 6 pm
diverse and inclusive com- erence each other’s legal colFriday & Saturday 8am - 8pm - Sunday 8am - 5pm
lections.
munity.”
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*Help Wanted*

(NAPSI)—If you or
someone you care about is
ever diagnosed with prostate
problems or other conditions
that lead to urinary retention,
you should know that you’re
not alone. In fact, according
to doctors at Johns Hopkins,
such symptoms are present in
about one in four men by age
55 and in half of 75-year-old
men.
Urinary catheters
are a common treatment for
patients dealing with urinary
retention, but the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) estimates that
catheters lead to more than
500,000 urinary tract infections annually.
Additionally, quality of life can be severely affected because of discomfort,
frequent care for the catheter
and its interference with sexual activity.
It’s for these reasons
that the CDC recommends
that catheters should only be
placed in patients when absolutely necessary, and only as
long as recommended.
“The beneﬁts of removing a catheter as soon as
it is appropriate to do so are
signiﬁcant,” said Dr. Sanjay
Saint of Catheterout.org.
“Patients and providers alike should regularly
assess whether a urinary catheter can be removed and consider using alternatives for
urinary management. Prompt
removal of an indwelling urinary catheter can dramatically reduce the risk of infection
and other complications.”
All too often, men
who experience symptoms
of urinary retention and use
a catheter do not openly discuss their medical complications, physical discomfort
and the effect on the activities of daily living with their
physicians.
“Men using urinary
catheters to void often suffer
in silence, especially those
who are catheterized for long
periods of time,” said Dr.
Tomas L. Griebling, M.D.,
MPH, of the American Urological Association. “They
don’t realize that there may
actually be other options to
help empty the bladder. Urologists have a variety of diagnostic and treatment options
that may be appropriate for a
male patient in urinary retention.”
Fortunately,
the
problem can be treated—and
in more ways than many peo-

ple realize.
These treatments
can include:
Prescription medications to help relax the muscles of the prostate or prevent
further prostate growth.
Surgical
procedures, either performed under general anesthesia to
remove prostate tissue or
in-ofﬁce procedures under a
local anesthetic in a urologist’s ofﬁce, including thermal therapies and prostatic
urethral lifts.
Temporary prostatic stents, an easily removable silicone stent placed in
the prostatic urethra in an
ofﬁce procedure without
the need for anesthesia. The
stent creates a wider opening
for urine ﬂow without affecting the prostate tissue.
As an alternative to
a catheter, the stent lets men
naturally ﬁll and empty their
bladders and gives them
freedom, comfort and peace
of mind, without restrictions
on daily activities. The device is not visible so no one
needs to know you have it.
“It is not always
feasible for a male in urinary

retention to have a catheter
removed, but it is surprising how many patients can
be treated successfully with
other methods, even when
they believe they are out of
options,” said Dr. Richard
Roach of Advanced Urology
Specialists of Oxford, Fla.
“The road to a catheter-free
lifestyle often begins with a
few simple questions. As a
patient’s condition becomes
clear, we can then choose the
best option to treat his urinary
retention.
For patients who are
not good candidates for invasive treatment, a temporary
prostatic stent can be an effective alternative to catheterization.”
Dr. Roach says that
patients should be under the
care of a urologist in order to
stay informed about safer and
less invasive alternatives to
the catheter.
For more on common prostate problems, or to
learn more about therapies
available to patients, visit
www.urologyhealth.org/mit,
the ofﬁcial patient education
foundation of the American
Urological Association.

The Original

Chinese Restaurant
(Only One Location)

Phone: 991-2222

Carry Out Menu
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
11708 Buckeye Road - Cleveland, Ohio

JOHN H. LAWSON
Attorney And Counselor At Law
The Brownhoist Building
4403 St. Clair Avenue Cleveland, OH 44103
(216) 881-9675

FAX: (216) 881-3928

FLOWERS

GIFT & FRUIT
CHEESE & WINE

DELIVERED ANYWHERE
DAILY

(216) 721-1500
11520 Buckeye Road

Shop for ﬂowers on our website 24/7
www.orbansﬂowers.com

Small Business Directory                     
To Place Your Advertisement, Call: 721-1674



Drivers:Regional Class A. All Miles pd.

2500 to 3000 miles/wk. (guarantee
min. $1,000 a wk ) 1st yr. home wk
ends, Ded. trucks.
GREAT BENEFITS. 2 yrs Class A
exp.
330-798-4111 x 227
12-25-15 + 2-1-16

Operations Manager:
Local Federal Emp. Opportunity!
$46k-48k. Federal Beneﬁts Pkg!
3 yrs Mgmt.
Exp. Send Resume to:
canteenrecruiter@gmail.com
3-1-16

Reach More Than
60,000 Readers
Advertise Your
Business
Call: (216) 721-1674

obertha

Will Buy

Old Boxing Magazines
Pay Top Dollar

Call (216) 721-1674
Drivers: CDL-A Regional:
$3000 sign-on.

Flatbed/Shortline Division.
Start up to .47 cpm + Beneﬁts.
Late model Equipment.
All Miles Pd.
855-996-0093
2-8-16

Drivers CDL-A: Steel coil
driver?Full Co. Beneﬁts 26%
to Start! Co. Paid Cell Phone!
Weekly Hometime/Pay!
Jaro Warren, Ohio
855-252-1641

PRINTING

Drivers: No-Touch!

1 DAY SERVICE – (216) 721-1674

855-454-0392

Letter Heads & Envelopes
Get Home, Get Paid! Excellent Pay Per/Wk!
Flyers - Program Books
Strong Beneﬁts Package Including
Rafﬂe Tickets - Wedding Invitations
Bonuses! CDL-A 1 yr. exp.
Funeral Programs

Drivers: Local/Regional/OTR, New
Enhanced Pay, Package Based on
Exp. Excellent Beneﬁts. Consistent
Miles Daily/Weekly/Bi-weekly
Hometime CDL-A 1 yr OTR exp
855-842-8498

Drivers: CDL-A 1 yr. Excellent Family Medical Ins. Guaranteed Weekend Home Time.
Earn $65,000 + Monthly Bonuses. Absolutely No-Touch.
888-406-9046
1-29-16+2-5-16

Drivers: CDL-A Home daily
Local. $1,000 a Wk.
D&H customers trailers,
Dump Exp. Required.
Able to work 6-days.
DAN: 330-360-7324

 S p e c i a l  
1000 Full Color - 2 Sided

12-25-15 + 2-1-16

Business Cards
$75.00

To Place Your Order

Call: 216-721-1674

and designer, master of salvage picking, spirited advocate for saving old houses
and mom who will appear on
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MBDA to receive increase in funding for programs, services

The U.S. Department of Commerce, Minority Business Development Agency (MBDA),on
Friday, outlined President
Obama’s fiscal year 2017
budget proposal in support
of the growing number of
minority-owned businesses in the United States.
The budget would enable
MBDA to continue offering valuable programs
and services to minority
businesses and support a
coordinated approach to
engage, educate, and build
capacity among minority

entrepreneurs.
“These additional resources would help
us serve an even greater
number of minority businesses across the nation,”
said Alejandra Y. Castillo,
MBDA National Director.
“We also would be able
to reach and empower the
next generation of minority business leaders through
a new program targeted at
young entrepreneurs.”
Recent Census
Bureau data show that
the number of minorityowned businesses con-

tinues to grow at a fast
pace, but these companies
continue to lag other businesses in revenues and em-

African-Americans
continue to suffer disproportionately high rates of hunger and poverty compared to
other Americans, according
to a new analysis released
recently by Bread for the
World. Unemployment and
low wages, lack of access
to healthy and affordable
food, and higher incarceration rates are just a few of the
factors that contribute to this
problem.
“African-Americans continue to suffer from
some of the highest rates of
hunger and poverty in the
U.S.,” said Eric Mitchell,
director of government relations, Bread for the World.
“Unemployment and the
lack of good-paying jobs are
primary causes. But we also
have to look at issues like
mass incarceration and access to healthier food options

to get a complete picture of
why this persists.”
African-Americans
are more likely to be unemployed, and to hold low-wage
jobs with few or no benefits.
The median income for African-Americans in 2014 (latest data) was $35,398, which
is $20,000 less than the median income for other households. Almost 50 percent of
black children younger than
6 live in poverty.
Only 8 percent of
them live in areas with a
supermarket, and almost 94
percent of the nation’s majority
African-American
counties are food-insecure.
Food-insecure means that
a person or household does
not have regular, reliable access to foods needed for good
health. The lack of nutritious
food causes serious medical
conditions, including obesity

and diabetes.
The problem is
worsened by mass incarceration. African-Americans
are more likely than others
charged with similar offenses
to be incarcerated. Soaring
incarceration rates deplete
family resources though court
fees and lost work hours.
Many states deny returning
citizens access to such programs as SNAP, even while
they look for work. For those
who are lucky to land a job,
their yearly earnings are reduced by as much as 40 percent.
“The best way to
reduce hunger and poverty
is with a good-paying job,”
added Mitchell. “But we also
need to support strong safety net programs, as well as
policies that end mass incarceration and offer individuals returning home a second
chance.”

Three out of four U.S.
drivers report feeling “afraid”
to ride in a self-driving car, according to a new survey from
AAA. With today’s heightened
focus on autonomous vehicles,
this fear poses a potential concern to the automotive industry
as consumers may be reluctant
to fully embrace the self-driving car.
Despite this significant fear, AAA also found
that drivers who own vehicles
equipped with semi-autonomous features are, on average, 75% more likely to trust
the technology than those that
do not own it, suggesting that
gradual experience with these
advanced features can ease consumer fears.
“With the rapid advancement towards autonomous vehicles, American drivers may be hesitant to give

up full control,” said Theresa
Podguski, director of Legislative Affairs and Safety. “What
Americans may not realize is
that the building blocks towards
self-driving cars are already in
today’s vehicles and the technology is constantly improving
and well-trusted by those who
have experienced it.”
While only one-infive Americans say they would
trust an autonomous vehicle to
drive itself, AAA’s survey revealed that consumer demand
for semi-autonomous vehicle
technology is high. Nearly
61% of American drivers report
wanting at least one of the following technologies on their
next vehicle: automatic emergency braking, adaptive cruise
control, self-parking technology or lane-keeping assist.
Among drivers who
want these features on their

next vehicle, AAA found their
primary motivation to be safety
(84%), followed by convenience (64%), reducing stress
(46%) and wanting the latest
technology (30%).
Baby Boomers are
more likely to cite safety as a
reason they want semi-autonomous features on their next
vehicle (89%) than Millennials
(78%).
Millennials are more
likely to cite convenience
(75%) and wanting the latest
technology (36%) compared to
older generations.
Women are more
likely to cite reducing stress as a
reason for wanting the technology (50%) than men (%)
AAA’s survey also
offered insights into why many
Americans shy away from advanced vehicle technology.
Among those who do not want
semi-autonomous
features
on their next vehicle, drivers cite trusting their driving
skills more than the technology
(84%), feeling the technology is
too new and unproven (60%),
not wanting to pay extra for it
(57%), not knowing enough
about the technology (50%) and
finding it annoying (45 %) as
the top reasons.
Millennials (63%)
and Gen-Xers (62%) are more
likely to cite not wanting to
pay extra for semi-autonomous
technology, compared to Baby
Boomers (49 %).
One-in-four female
drivers (23%) cite feeling the
technology is too complicated
to use as a reason for not wanting the technology in their next
vehicle, compared to 12% of
male drivers.

Castillo

Blacks affected by hunger, poverty

Experience with vehicle technology leads to trust
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ployment. The President’s
FY 2017 budget proposal
requests $35.6 million
for MBDA to expand its
services and assistance to
the nation’s eight million
minority businesses. This
represents an increase of
$3.6 million over FY 2016
appropriations.
MBDA currently
funds a national network of
minority business centers
in 29 states, the District
of Columbia and Puerto
Rico that provide a variety
of services to minorityowned firms, including
business consulting, procurement matching, and
private equity and venture
capital sourcing. Additional funding in the FY
2017 budget would build
MBDA’s capacity to work
with young entrepreneurs
and conduct research that
will enable government,
business, and community
leaders to make policy,
programmatic and business decisions based on
accurate and current information.

Specifically, the
President’s FY 2017 budget includes the following program increases for
MBDA:
Consistent with
the Department of Commerce’s efforts to fuel increased innovation across
the economy, MBDA’s
Business Innovation for
Young Entrepreneurs program will provide federal
grants in regions of the
U.S. with high concentrations of minorities, high
youth population and high
minority unemployment
rates in order to engage,
educate, and build capacity among young minority entrepreneurs. These
grants will help to support
outreach efforts at colleges and universities and in
lab-to-market technology,
financing, and business
development.
The FY 2017
budget proposal would
also fund three research
projects. One will explore the latest data on the
characteristics of Minor-

ity Business Enterprises.
A second will develop a
national inventory of Minority Business Enterprise
disparity studies, and the
third will create a national
inventory of procurement
laws impacting Minorityowned Enterprises. The
availability of timely data
analysis will ensure business decisions concerning
minority-owned firms are
based on accurate and current information.
For
additional
information about the
President’s FY 2016 budget, visit: https://www.

commerce.gov/news/
fact-sheets/2016/02/factsheet-fy-2017-us-department-commerce-budget
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Islam In The Community

Meccahattan: the destruction of the historically sacred city
Editor’s Note: Dr. Irfan Al Alawi is a prominent historian on
Hijaz and the Executive Director Islamic Heritage Research
Foundation.
By DR. IRFAN AL ALAWI
Mecca is best known
as the long-held historically sacred space for global Muslims
and the place where over 4 million Muslims conduct a pilgrimage every year. For centuries,
Muslims reference the verse,
“And pilgrimage to the House is
a duty unto God for mankind,
for him who can find the way
thither,” (3:97) and the rites that

were established by Muhammad
to carry out this sacred pilgrimage at least once in their lifetime.
But Muslim tradition
dates this pilgrimage even further back to Abraham and even
Adam, who were instructed in
the performance of the rites by
angels. But today, surrounding
this sacred holy site — which the
world’s 1.6 billion Muslims know
as the Kaa’ba, a large, blackcloth-adorned cube usually labeled symbolically as the House
of God — is what I consider,
Meccahattan, bustling shopping
centers with the world’s most
expensive designer fashions,

award-winning restaurants and
cuisines accompanied by every
notable fast-food chain from
the West, and towers with bright
and flashing lights that feel like
Times Square in New York and
Las Vegas, Nevada.
It is no longer the sacred Mecca that has been historically known and revered as
a holy site for global Muslims
across centuries. It is now a cosmopolitan and commercial machine.
Historically, leaders
around the globe had a deep and
consistent reverence and respect
for the holy site of the Kaa’ba and
the areas surrounding it. In the

A Look At My World

Excuse me, but I just gotta be me
Dr. James L. Snyder

I refuse to answer
for anybody else because
it is a full-time job trying to answer for myself.
I must confess, though, I
sometimes cannot give a
good answer for myself.
I can give an answer, but
not a good one, and when it
comes to answers, the Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage demands good ones.
How do you explain yourself to someone
when you cannot even explain yourself to yourself? I
do not pretend to be a man
of mystery, but many things
about Yours Truly I certainly do not understand.
For one, I am not
an actor. I want to make that
very plain to all and sundry.
Within the confines of my
presence, are absolutely no
acting skills.
I have some friends
who are always acting like
a fool. I am assuming they
are acting and give them
the benefit of the doubt.
Another friend of mine at
certain times acts dumb. I
have known him for a very
long time and I can usually
tell when he is acting. By
the way, he is a very good
actor. Many of my friends
are excellent actors and if
they ever were competing
for some Oscar or Emmy
award, they would come
pretty close to winning.
I am another story.
It is very difficult for me
in the area of acting. With
me, what you see is what
you get. I suppose when
you boil it all down, I am
just not smart enough to be
a good actor. I am not even
smart enough to be a bad
actor.
Putting all of this

in context, I must confess
that my wife believes I am
a great actor. I have tried
to dissuade her from this
opinion, but up to this point,
I have not been successful. When she thinks of me
she always says, “And the
Emmy goes to...”
How she came to
this point, I’m not quite
sure. No matter what I do,
she still holds to this personal opinion of me. I keep
telling her that I am not that
good of an actor, which she
keeps smiling and nodding
her head in my direction.
Some examples
need to be given here to
show my point.
Just the other night
we were at a restaurant with
some friends, having a good
time, or so I thought. I must
say when I’m on a roll, I’m
on a roll. But all during my
“roll,” I kept feeling somebody under the table kicking me. I ignored it thinking
perhaps our friends did not
quite know what they were
doing. Never once did I suspicion my companion with
this action. I kept rolling on.
Finally, both of
them excused themselves
to take a break and when
they were out of hearing
distance, my wife said to
me, “Will you stop acting
so foolish?”
I looked at her, not
quite knowing what she
was referring to, and said
quite innocently, “But, my
Precious, [it’s a name I use
when I’m in trouble but
don’t know why] I’m not
acting.”
She gave me one
of “those looks” and said,
“Stop acting foolish.”
This is what I admire about my wife. She
has the highest opinion of
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my abilities, particularly in
the area of the thespian arts.
Our friends were coming to
the table when I was about
to tell her I was not acting
foolish, it just came natural.
Another example
comes to mind.
I remember she
was trying to explain something to me one time. I do
not know what it was now.
It was something to do with
something in the garage,
a place I have not been for
years, and I was not connecting the dots, as they
say. She was going into a
long dissertation on what
needed to be done and I was
just standing there staring at
her. I was trying to understand what she was saying,
but nothing was clicking
upstairs, if you know what
I mean.
In the middle of her
dissertation, she stopped,
looked at me intensely,
placed both hands on her
hips and said, “Don’t act so
dumb.”
Smiling broadly, I
whispered, “My Precious,
I’m not acting.”
With a glare that
could have intimidated
good old Goliath, she
quipped, “I’m coming to
believe you’re right. You
are not acting. You’re just
naturally dumb.”
Somebody once
sang a song called, “I gotta
be me” which has become
my theme song. What you
see is what you get, when
you are dealing with me. I
am not smart enough to act
and I am too old to play.
Therefore, it all boils down
to this one thing, I am what
I am, like it or lump it.
I do not like it
when people pretend to be
something they are not. I
want people to be real with
me. This is doubly true with
my relationship with God.
He is honest with me and I
want to be absolutely honest with him.
“If a man say, I love
God, and hateth his brother,
he is a liar: for he that loveth
not his brother whom he has
seen, how can he love God
whom he has not seen?” (1
John 4:20).
Many people say
they love God and yet it is
all an act. It is easy to love
somebody you cannot see
but hard to love a brother
right in front of you.
The Rev. James
L. Snyder is pastor of the
Family of God Fellowship,
Ocala, FL. Call him at 352687-4240 or e-mail jamessnyder2@att.net. The church
web site is www.whatafellowship.com. The Rev.
James L. Snyder is pastor
of the Family of God Fellowship, 1471 Pine Road,
Ocala, FL 34472.

early 17th century, for example,
during the construction Istanbul’s Blue Mosque, Sultan Ahmet
learned that the six minarets on
this new structure was the same
number as the minarets to the
mosque surrounding the Kaa’ba.
Fearful that it could
be construed as a disrespect to
the Kaa’ba, the sultan immediately ordered and made possible
for a seventh minaret to be built
in Mecca before construction
of the mosque in Istanbul had
been completed. This was once
the spirit of respect that reigned
strong throughout Islamic history for the sacred space of the
mosque of the Kaa’ba. All contributed to further beautify, preserve and maintain its sacredness out of reverence.
But the Kaa’ba today is
overshadowed by luxury buildings. Historically protected spots
of Islamic heritage in Mecca and,
as I will show in a later essay, in
Medina are being destroyed at
an unprecedented rate. And, as
part of the Islamic Heritage work
that we conduct on the ground
in Saudi Arabia, we have learned
that the changes that have taken
place in Mecca so far are only
10% of the proposed changes
still to take place.
Some of this destruction is not that new, but all of
them have been initiated by the
Wahhabi control of power and
maintenance of the sacred space
in Mecca. In 1803, Saudi Wahhabis briefly captured Medina
and Mecca from the Ottomans,
and proceeded to destroy Islamic shrines and monuments they
viewed as idolatrous. Over a century later, in 1925, at the dawn
of the modern Saudi state, even
more sites were leveled in Medina.
The Muslim world, especially the Indian subcontinent,
was aware of these atrocities.
The Saudi Arabian government
told Muslim leaders that they
feel duty bound to oppose Sufism, Shiism and what the Wahhabis viewed as their kufr that
they didn’t care about the Muslim World’s view on this issue.
Strong protests and meetings
were held in mosques throughout the world but had no success.
This phenomenon has
accelerated over the past three
decades. Saudi Binladen Group,
the engineering and construction firm that was the source of
Osama bin Laden’s wealth, carried out the government-ordered
destruction of nearly 98% of all
historical vestiges and buildings
in Mecca since 1985 — including
the houses of Prophet Mohammad, his family and his companions, may peace and blessings
be upon them — and replacing
them with hotels, toilet facilities,
parking lots and commercial or
government complexes.
A Saudi academic of
Al-Imam Muhammad ibn Saud
Islamic University in Riyadh
recently published a document
calling for the Green Dome —
which covers the Hujra Sharifa,
the burial place of the Prophet
Muhammad, may peace and
blessings be upon him — to be
removed along with some sacred columns inscribed with
poetry venerating the Prophet
next to the sacred chamber. The
academic said they attract bida
(reprehensible innovation) and
as a result, he sought to separate
the sacred chamber from the
mosque itself.
An estimated $20
billion has been spent on mega-projects, which include a
planned train system, mosque
expansions and the construction
of high-class hotels, residential and retail complexes. But
these developments have taken
a heavy toll on the cultural and
historical heritage that existed in
Mecca for over a thousand years.
Officials’ actions have
shown a deliberate attempt to
wipe away Mecca and Medina’s
historical monuments relating
to the Prophet, his family and
companions, may peace and
blessings be upon them. In the
first week of November this year,
17th-century Ottoman-era porticos and Mamluk columns dating back 660 years were demolished.
The Ottomans had
marked certain historical locations, such as the house of Umm
Hani where the Prophet, may
peace and blessings be upon him,
commenced his famous night
journey on Buraq (Pegasus) by
night from the Sacred Mosque
to Bayt Al-Maqdis in Jerusalem.
The porticos had beautiful Ottoman art and names of the Proph-

et’s family and companions, similar to ones in Masjid Al Nabawi,
that the Saudis painted over.
The house of the
Prophet is also under threat
from a modern architecture plan
by Saudi Binladin Group that
has been approved by the royal presidency of the two Grand
mosques.
The proposed plan
threatens to demolish the historical eastern vicinity of the
courtyard. This location at the
foot of Jabal Khandima houses a
small library that marks the site
of the house where the Prophet
was born, known as the House of
Mawlid, the house of birth. This
is in close proximity to the house
of Khadija, the blessed Prophet’s
first wife, may peace and blessings be upon her. As quoted by
historians in Mecca, after the
Kaa’ba, the most important site
was considered to be the House
of Khadija and Dar Al-Arqam
ibn Abi’l Arqam, the house of a
companion of the Prophet.
It was once a safe place
where early Muslims met, prayed
and learned their faith. The
house was east of Al Safa, where
Prophet Muhammad, may peace
and blessings be upon him,
would meet his companions, and
could be entered and exited secretly because it was on a narrow
street. It became known as the
House of Islam and can be regarded as the first Islamic school.
Today, the area near
the house of Khadija has been
covered with toilets and converted to the largest functioning
bathrooms.
In a report submitted
to the Municipality of Mecca, I
have requested the removal of
toilets and bathrooms toward
AlMarwa Mountain where pilgrims walk to commemorate
Hagar’s search for water and
God’s mercy in answering her
prayers.
This is within the
proximity of the house of Khadija, where the Prophet lived
with his family for 28 years and
received revelations from the
Angel Gabriel. If this site is demolished, the greatest evidence
of Islamic history will be entirely
destroyed.
Not too far away from
the House of Mawlid on the Jabal Khandima are plans for the
king’s palace to be constructed,
with demolition taking place by
next year.
The house of Hamza,
the Prophet’s uncle, may peace
and blessings be upon him —
which was located behind the
Hilton hotel near Sharai Ibrahim
Al Khalil Street — was also recently demolished to make way
for luxury hotels.
The six mosques in
Medina at the site of the Battle of the Trench are closed and
scheduled to be demolished.
Masjid Fath is where the Prophet
supplicated for victory for three
days before a revelation is said to
have been given to the Prophet
that the Muslims would win the
battle.
The landscape has also
significantly changed as a result
of these demolitions. Over the
past 10 years, historical mountains such as Jabal Kaa’ba, Jabal Qaikaan on the Southern
tip of Marwa (which has been
dynamited beyond the current
expansion), Jabal Abu Qubais,
Jabal Umar and Jabal Khandima, which overlooks the sacred
mosques in the East, were blown
up to make way for tall buildings.
Google Earth shows that the geography of Mecca has changed
dramatically, especially around
Masjid Al-Haraam.
The destructions of
these mountains with dynamite
has affected the source of ZamZam (holy water) and its well,
which dates back 4,000 years.
There is danger of the groundwater mixing with the historical
ZamZam spring, which flows
through granite and rock.
The well of Tuwa in
Mecca near Jabal Kaa’ba is associated with the Prophet Muhammad, may peace and blessings be
upon him, and faces demolition
even though it still produces
water. It is surrounded by rubble and heavy construction, and
some people say it has not been
authenticated as the well where
the Prophet had bathed.
In the latest plans,
Professor Abdulaziz Al-Harby
from Umm Al-Qura University
has proposed that the location of
Maqam Ibrahim (Prophet Ibrahim’s place of standing) be shifted from the middle of the circumambulation area to its outer

edges to make room for pilgrims.
The place where Maqam Ibrahim
lies today is the same spot where
it was situated at the time of
Prophet Ibrahim, Prophet Muhammad, may peace and blessings be upon them, the Rightly
Guided Caliphs, and it has been
there for over 14 centuries. The
Maqam is the last untouched
structure in the Grand Mosque.
Several studies prove
that Maqam Ibrahim is not an
obstacle in the motion of pilgrims, nor is it the cause of
overcrowding that occurs in
the tawaaf (circumambulation)
around the Holy Kaa’ba.
There is no imperative
need to reposition the Maqam.
It actually serves a beneficial
function — it slows down and
reduces the impact of the waves
created by the influx of people
circulating the Kaa’ba.
One only needs to look
at Google maps to see the drastic
changes taking place. And the
destruction is continuing and at
an alarmingly increasing speed.
Saudi authorities, supported by
religious Wahhabi scholars, offer
a twofold argument for the removal of heritage sites.
They say these sites
pose security risks for visiting
pilgrims due to structural instability, and lacking any religious
significance, the sites may lead to
shirq innovation, the worship of
a person or object.
Historian and researcher Abdul Wahhab Abu
Sulaiman presented the Sharia
ruling on the proposed development of the birthplace site and
preserving historical sites in and
around Mecca, arguing that they
should be protected under Islamic law. Yet, Saudi authorities
continue to refuse permission for
any excavations to be carried out
in this historical area and continue to deny preserving the histor-

ical buildings.
And ironically, it is
these same Saudi ruling parties
who have spent almost 43 years
blustering over Israeli threats
to the Islamic precincts on the
Temple Mount in Jerusalem,
including the oldest artifact of
Muslim architecture, the Dome
of the Rock.
And they were quick
to protest Western “insensitivity” when Prophet Muhammad,
may peace and blessings be upon
him, was depicted in Danish
newspaper cartoons. But they
remain silent as these radicals
demolish Muslim and Arab cultural heritage, and keep quiet
about attacks on Shia and Sunni
shrines in Iraq and Syria carried
out by Saudi-incited Wahhabi terrorists. The holy sites are
unique places in the world that
must be beautiful and safe to
live, experience and visit.
Their sanctity and
spirituality should be honored
forever. Although the scale of
the setting and its occupancy
by pilgrimage is extensive, the
holy sites and surrounding cities
should confer a contemplative
silence and a settled, reverential
atmosphere. It is up to the Muslim community worldwide to
raise their concerns with Saudi
authorities to halt further destruction of these sites.
One could potentially
recognize the need for development to accommodate a growing
number of Muslim pilgrims.
But historically, in the
spirit of the sultan and countless
other global leaders who revered
and respected the sacred space
of Mecca, any development was
also done ethically and consciously without causing any
harm or loss to tradition. But
these long-protected sites are not
protected. They are being bulldozed.

In the name of Allah the Beneficent, the Merciful
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You And The Law

Statute of limitations defined by court Franchising your business
By JUSTICE PAUL E. PFEIFER
The question in
this case – which involved a

young woman named Uranus
Watkins – was which statute
of limitations applied to her
claims against the state. Watkins alleged that between April
2, 2000, and April 2, 2001 –
while she was in custody at the
Scioto Juvenile Correctional
Facility in Delaware, Ohio, run
by the Department of Youth
Services (“DYS”) – two employees sexually abused her.
Watkins was about 14 at the
time.
On July 31, 2012,
Watkins filed a complaint
in the Ohio Court of Claims
against DYS and the two employees. The court dismissed
the two employees from the
suit because, according to
Ohio law, only state agencies
and their instrumentalities can
be sued in that court.
DYS moved to dismiss the complaint, asserting
that Watkins’s complaint was
barred by the two-year statute
of limitations for civil actions
against the state set forth in
Ohio law. The court granted
the motion, asserting that Watkins’s complaint was barred by
the two-year statute of limitations for civil actions against
the state because she filed her
complaint more than two years
after reaching the age of majority, or legal age.
The court explained
that it is “well-settled that the
limitations period set forth”
in the pertinent law applies to
all actions against the state in
the Court of Claims and “takes
precedence over all other statutes of limitation in the Revised Code.”
Watkins appealed,
but the court of appeals affirmed the judgment of the

Court of Claims. After that,
she brought her case before the
Ohio Supreme Court.
Watkins maintained
that the Ohio legislature intended that the limitations period in the pertinent law dealing
with child sexual abuse should
apply to all claims of childhood sexual abuse, whether
the person committing the acts
was a private citizen or state
employee.
In a case from 1994,
called Ault v. Jasko, our court
addressed the statute of limitations for sexual-abuse claims
in cases where victims of childhood sexual abuse repressed
memories of that abuse. We
held that the “discovery rule”
applied in such cases.
What is the “discovery rule?” We explained that
the statute of limitations period for sexual abuse in Ohio
“begins to run when the victim
recalls or otherwise discovers that he or she was sexually
abused, or when, through the
exercise of reasonable diligence, the victims should have
discovered the sexual abuse.”
In that case, we determined that the statute of
limitations – tempered by the
discovery rule – applied to
claims against public as well
as private actors.
In 2006, the legislature enacted new legislation
– Senate Bill 17 (“S.B. 17”)
which substantially rewrote the
child sexual abuse law, setting
a firm accrual date as the date
on which the victim attains
the age of majority for claims
based on childhood sexual
abuse. It also greatly expanded
the limitations period for such
claims – from one year to 12
years.
The question that we
faced in Watkins’s case was
whether the General Assem-

bly – by enacting S.B. 17 –
intended to change the statute
of limitations only for claims
against private citizens and
not for claims against the state.
There is another law that deals
with claims against the state.
That law provides that civil actions against the state shall be
commenced “no later than two
years after the date of accrual
of the cause of action.”
By a four-to-three
vote, we concluded that S.B.
17 changed the statute of limitations to 12 years for claims
against private citizens and
against the state. S.B. 17 stated that the changes in the law
“shall apply to all civil actions
for assault or battery brought
by a victim of childhood sexual abuse ... and to all civil
actions brought by a victim of
childhood sexual abuse for a
claim resulting from childhood
sexual abuse ...”
In that language, the
legislature allowed for no distinction between private citizens or public employees.
Additionally, one of
the forms of childhood sexual
abuse defined in the amended law is sexual imposition
committed in certain specified circumstances, one of
which occurs when “the victim is confined in a detention
facility,”and the person committing the act is an employee
of that detention facility.
In addition to the acts
of detention-facility workers,
the law also applies to acts
committed by other persons
who could be employees of
the state – for example, teachers, coaches or administrators.
Thus, the very definition of childhood sexual abuse
includes the wrongful conduct
of state employees. The plain
language of the law that resulted from S.B. 17 reveals the

legislature’s intent that claims
against the state resulting
from childhood sexual abuse
are subject to a 12-year statute
of limitations and an accrual
date of the age of majority.
But, the statute of
limitations created by S.B.
17 conflicts with the twoyear limitations period in the
law concerning civil actions
against the state. How to resolve that?
When there’s a conflict of that sort between two
laws, the one enacted later in
time than a preexisting law
will control. Therefore, as the
more recent and more specific
enactment, S.B. 17 provides
the limitations period for
claims against the state resulting from childhood sexual
abuse.
The only remaining question was whether the
statute of limitations for Watkins’s claims had expired by
the August 3, 2006 effective
date of S.B. 17. That issue
was not considered by the trial
court or the court of appeals.
Which statute of limitations
applies to Watkins’s claims
depends on when she discovered that she had been sexually abused.
In any event, we determined that the law resulting
from the enactment of S.B.
17 is the statute of limitations
for claims against the state resulting from childhood sexual
abuse. The court of appeals
erred in holding that a claim
resulting from childhood sexual abuse cannot be pursued
against the state more than
two years after the claim accrued.
Therefore, we reversed the court of appeals’
judgment and sent the case
back to the trial court for further proceedings.
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Growing summer savings in the garden
By NATHANIEL SILLIN

Have you ever
thought about growing
your own fruits and vegetables at home? For experienced gardeners, the
cold months are when
their imaginations get
fired up; seed catalogs
seem to blow in with the
arctic blast, accompanied
by companion mailings
from gardening accessories and equipment retailers. But where can amateurs start?
To maintain a
garden as a legitimate
financial alternative to
store-bought food, it’s
important to understand
the underlying costs involved. Some gardeners
spend substantial bucks
on fancy tools, equipment, gardening clothes,
deluxe fertilizers or supplies, which sounds counter-intuitive to a moneysaving alternative.
Investing in home
gardening requires frugal
spending and a desire to
learn – very few people
wipe out their entire produce bill without a little
preparation, knowledge
and most important, trial

and error.
There are plenty
of studies (http://www.
garden.org/) on how
much people are investing in home- and community-based gardens,
but very few reliable
guidelines on how much
money you can actually
save by gardening. That’s
because it’s tough to generalize results based on
geography, climate and
skill sets.
Nevertheless, if
you still want to get your
hands dirty, here are some
general steps to take before you dig in:
Harvest as much
local gardening knowledge as you can. The word
“local” is very important.
Planning a home-based
edible garden in a sunny
West Coast backyard is
very different than planting a series of clay pots
on a Midwestern terrace.
Start with a close look at
your climate and growing
conditions before buying
anything.
Plant only what
you’ll eat. If you want a
salad garden, stick to lettuce that can be planted
and harvested repeatedly

Cleveland Arena Boxing Collectibles Wanted
Want To Buy All Boxing Collectibles
(Amateur and Professional)

From The Old Cleveland Arena
Old Boxing:
Posters - Programs - Photographs - Press Kits
Autographs - Gloves - Tickets - Equipment - Etc.

Call (216) 721-1674 - Paying Top Dollar

in one season. Maybe
you’ll also want to plant
a tomato plant or two. If
you generally buy a lot of
a particular vegetable, try
and grow that first. The
more you want to eat the
food you’re planting, the
more interest you’ll take
in making it a success.
Keep your first
effort as inexpensive as
possible. Generally, the
cheapest way to grow
plants is from seed you
start growing indoors.
Some people have special lights and shelving
for indoor seed starting,
but if you’re planning
on only a few plants, it’s
best to start modestly.
Consult experts
about the most effective and frugal way to
start your desired plants
from seed at home and
set a growing schedule
that culminates in actual
planting outdoor. Sometimes it’s better to stick
with a few borrowed or
garage sale hand tools
and recycled containers
that will work just fine
for seeding and drainage.

Keep learning as
you go. When you start
gardening, even if it’s
only a pot or two where
you’re growing from
seed, start an annual garden journal that details
what you’ve purchased
(with prices), what’s
worked well and all
questions and answers
you’ve gathered along
the way.
You might even
discover new plants
you’d like to grow next
year. Re-reading your
journal before you start
your gardening planning
in winter is a great way
to shape your growing
and cooking priorities
for the coming year.
Bottom
line:
Homegrown food usually tastes better for two
reasons – it’s fresher
than anything you can
buy and you have the
pride of growing it yourself. However, making
an economical home
garden takes know-how,
knowledge and as minimal initial investment as
possible.

Woodland Automotive
9300 Woodland Avenue - Cleveland, Ohio 44104

(216) 229-1957

Hours: Mon. - Sat. - 7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

We Sell Used Tires

Q: A number of people have asked if I am offering franchises for my existing
business. Can I just start selling franchise licenses to those
who are interested?
A: The sale of franchises (and related business
opportunity plans) is regulated
in the United States. The Federal Trade Commission has a
rule (FTC Rule) that requires
franchise sellers to provide
detailed written disclosures
to prospective franchisees and
15 states also have franchise
disclosure laws, 14 with a
registration requirement. The
registration process typically
involves submitting a uniform application, a filing fee
and a Franchise Disclosure
Document (FDD) to a state
franchise examiner. In addition, the FTC and 26 states,
including Ohio, have business
opportunity plan disclosure
laws.
Q: I was only planning to sell licenses—not a
franchise or a business opportunity plan. Is that allowed?
A: To determine if a
“license” is really a regulated
franchise or business opportunity requires a legal analysis.
Franchise relationships are
determined by how each law
defines the components of
your “license” and the opportunity you are offering. You
may believe you are offering
“only a license,” but a legal
analysis may show that it is
really a regulated franchise or
business opportunity.
Q: How can I tell if
my offering would be regulated?
A: Numerous state
and federal laws and regulations determine this, but,
roughly speaking, if you 1)
charge an upfront fee, 2) offer any type of assistance
(such as educational, marketing, customers/accounts or
equipment/inventory acquisition) in helping someone
start a new business, and 3)
simply tell interested persons

that there is a market for the
business opportunity or that
they must operate under your
trademark or that they must
follow a defined marketing plan, then your offering
likely would be considered a
regulated franchise or business opportunity plan.
Q: If it is regulated,
what do I have to do to stay
legal?
A: To properly sell
franchises in the U.S., you
must prepare and provide
to potential buyers an FDD,
which covers 23 categories
of information about you
(the franchisor). Also, as
mentioned earlier, the FDD
must be registered in certain
states. The FDD must include
all agreements that a franchise buyer will be required
to sign, as well as your company’s financial statements
(audited after the first year),
a list of existing and former
franchisees, and a list of state
franchise administrators.
Q: Once I have an
FDD, am I ready to go?
A: If you intend to
offer franchises for sale in
California, Hawaii, Illinois,
Indiana, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, New York,
North Dakota, Rhode Island, South Dakota, Virginia,
Washington or Wisconsin,
then you also must register
the FDD and pay a filing fee.
You also must perform at
least an annual update of the
information in the FDD. It is
also wise, although not required, to register your trademark on the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office’s Principal
Register. This is an important
protection for your brand and
for your franchisees. The
FDD requires a disclosure
about trademark registration
and the rights franchisees
will gain concerning the use
of the trademark. If you have
not registered the primary
trademark with U.S. Patent
and Trademark Office, you
must disclose that fact.

Q: What else do I
have to worry about?
A: There are strict
state and federal rules about
when you, as a franchiseseller, must provide the FDD
to potential buyers as well as
restrictions on how quickly
you can accept the initial
franchise payment and the
executed franchise agreement
from the buyer. In addition,
from an operations standpoint, you must be prepared
to deliver what you promise,
such as operations manuals,
training, opening assistance,
marketing support and any
other promised services.
Q: What might happen if I ignore the laws applying to franchises, or don’t
comply with some requirement?
A: If you were to
violate the FTC Rule, then
the FTC could bring an enforcement action against you,
asking the court to order you
to comply with the law. Depending on the state law that
may apply, your franchise
transaction could be rescinded and you could be required
to return all money to the
franchise-buyer. In addition,
statutory penalties could be
imposed and you may also
have to pay the buyer’s attorney fees. Some states have
criminal penalties and permit
the state’s attorney general to
bring an action, including a
class action if the particular
violations are widespread.
This “Law You Can
Use” consumer legal information column was provided
by the Ohio State Bar Association. It was prepared by
Columbus attorney James
A. Meaney, who focuses his
practice on franchise law.
Articles appearing
in this column are intended to
provide broad, general information about the law.
Before applying this
information to a specific legal
problem, readers are urged to
seek advice from an attorney.

The Arbor Day
Foundation is making
it easy for everyone to
celebrate the arrival of
spring by planting trees.
Join the Arbor Day Foundation in
March and receive 10
free white flowering dogwood trees.
“Whit flowering
dogwoods will add beauty to your home throughout the year,” Matt Harris said, chief executive
of the Arbor Day Foundation. “Dogwoods are
known for their showy
spring flowers, scarlet
autumn foliage, and red
berries that attract songbirds during winter.”
The free trees
are part of the nonprofit
Foundation’s Trees for
America campaign.
With planting instructions included, the
trees will be shipped at
the right time for plant-

ing, between March 1
and May 31. The 6-to
12-inch trees are guranteed to grow or they
will be replaced free of
charge.
Arbor
Day
Foundation members
also receive a subscription to Arbor Day, the
foundation’s bimonthly
publication, and The
Tree Book, which contains information about

tree planting and care.
To become a
member of the foundation and receive the
free trees, send a $10
contribution to Ten
Free Dogwood Trees,
Arbor Day Foundation, 100 Arbor Avenue, Nebraska City,
NE 68410, by March
31, 2016. Or join online at arborday.org/
march.

Foundation provides free trees
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Having The Cleanest Home
In The Neighborhood

Put 54 Years of Experience To Work For You
Free Estimates

Schedule Now And

Save $10.00
With This Ad

We Clean: Windows * Skylights * Walls * Gutters
We Power Wash: Home Exteriors * Patios
We Clean And Seal Decks * Professional

National Window Cleaning, Inc.

www.nationalwindowcleaning.com

(216) 251-3980

Zips’ Seiler, Fruin honored

Akron senior Erin Seiler (Bowling Green, Ohio) was named
the Mid-American Conference Pitcher of the Week for the East Division and junior Savannah Fruin (Delray Beach, Ohio) was named
the College Sport Madness MAC Player of the Week, announced on
Tuesday. Seiler, the Zips ace, was dealing at the Alabama State Hornets
Tournament going 4-1. The senior made appearances in all five games
making three starts and two relief appearances. In Seiler’s three starts,
the righty pitched 18.1 innings, posting three complete games. Seiler
struck out a combined 30 batters to only four walks when making the
start and struck out a weekend-best 12 batters against Gardner-Webb.
In her final start of the tournament, Seiler faced just one batter over the
minimum in a one-hit, five inning, 9-0 win effort.
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King’s Gym Boxing Club will sponsor “Friday Night
Fights” an amateur boxing show on Friday, March 18 at 7:00
p.m. at Word Church Multiplex, 18909 S. Miles Rd. Warrensville
Heights. For information, call Ed King at 440-439-5464 or Alex
Cooper at 440-336-5032.

Cavs win against Pacers;100-96
By KARL BRYANT

The Cavs were coming off two straight road losses: one by a basket to Toronto
- the second place team in the
East; and the other, a 14-point
embarrassment at the hands
of the Wizards when LeBron
James was given a day off.
It was a good thing the Cavs
came back with some resolve
to play talented Indiana, because the Pacers brought their
A Game to Quicken Loans
Arena. Cleveland was able
to gut it out and come away
with a hard-fought, 100-96
victory.
James seemed set on
scoring from the onset – putting in a dozen points in the
1st quarter. He finished with
33 points. Kyrie Irving, who’s
had to put up with a couple of
national sports pundits trying
to spread rumors that he is

Cleveland State and
Youngstown State have completed their regular seasons.
CSU is the 9th seed and YSU
is the 7th Seed in the upcoming
Horizon League Tournament in
Detroit this weekend. Valparaiso, the regular season league
champ at 16-2 (22-5 overall),
and Oakland (MI), at 13-5 (2110 overall), will have BYES
through to the semifinals.
CSU split their final
two regular season games to escape the Horizon League basement. First, they beat league
newcomer Northern Kentucky,
63-58, behind Rob Edwards’
19 points. Four minutes into
the 2nd half, the Vikings’ Kenny Carpenter was hot and had
already scored 14 points, but
was relegated to the pines after players he was guarding hit

off position. You could feel
it.”
For the Pacers,
Monta Ellis scored 28 points
from a variety of angles and
Paul George added 23. Indiana blocked 11 shots and the
Cavs swatted away only two,
although the one by Thompson, with 18 seconds left, and
the Cavs up only by a basket
was the biggest one of the
game.
Another big break
for the Cavs was when an
Indiana basket that came just
under the five minute mark
was ruled to have been made
after the shot clock expired,
and was taken off the board.
The odd thing was that the
video review didn’t occur
until over two minutes had
elapsed. Coach Vogel later
agreed that it was the right
call.
After the game,

Cavs Coach Tyronn Lue was
still being asked about resting
James and the egg the Cavs
laid the day before in the loss
to the Wizards.
“We have a good
enough team and a talented
enough team that we should
be able to win when somebody sits out…Guys have to
step up and be ready to play,”
Lue said.
But, Lue also spoke
about the team’s gut check
mentality, saying, “When our
backs are against the wall,
that’s when we play harder.”
The Cavs now can
get more rest as they have
three days off until they play
three home games in four
days before taking to the
road while the Mid-American Conference Tournament
comes to Quicken Loans Arena, March 10-12.

several jumpers over him. He
didn’t get back into the game
until 16 seconds remained and
split two free throws. Drew
McDonald led NKU with 20
points.
CSU then played a
spirited game but lost at Quicken Loans Arena in their final
regular season contest, 55-51,
to Wright State. Poor 30.4%
shooting did in the Vikings.
Although CSU outrebounded
Wright State, 44-27, including
a 10-2 margin on the offensive
boards, they only managed one
second chance basket. CSU’s
18 turnovers certainly didn’t
help. Rob Edwards, who was
later named to the league AllFreshman Team, led CSU with
20 points. Michael Karena
bulled his way to 18 points for
WSU.
Youngstown
State
also split its final two regular

season games, losing to Wright
State, 87-81, and then clobbering Northern Kentucky, 9475. Cameron Morse scored 29
points, while going six for nine
in treys, for the Penguins in the
loss to WSU. Karena again was
leading scorer for the Raiders,
with 26. Youngstown hit 50.8%
of their shots, but WSU (13-5
HL, 19-12) blistered the nets at
a 61.1% clip. In the blowout of
Northern Kentucky (5-13 HL,
9-20), Morse scored 25 points
to lead YSU and Cole Murray scored 13 points to lead
the Norse. The Penguins again
made over half of their shots,
hitting 52.6% of them.
CSU (4-14 HL, 9-22)
will play Wisconsin-Green
Bay (11-7 HL, 19-12) in the
initial 1st Round game of the
Horizon League Tournament
on Saturday. CSU lost twice to
WGB this season - by 20 points
and 17 points. In the final game
of four on the 1st Round day,
YSU (6-12 HL, 11-20) will

face Detroit Mercy (9-9 HL,
15-14). YSU lost to Detroit
twice this year – first by nine
points and later by a basket.

Tristan Thompson, who had 14 points and 11 rebounds,
finishes off an ally-oop play in the Cavs 100-96 win over Indiana on
Monday night. (ESDN Photo by Bill Moore of Minority Publishers
Assn.)

By KARL BRYANT

The Zips hit a school
record 20 treys in the battle
for 1st place in the MAC East
with the Bobcats, who came
into the contest just a game behind Akron. Reggie McAdams
and Kwan Cheatham, Jr. each
scored 21 points for Akron,
as McAdams was seven of 14
from Downtown and Cheatham was five of 12 from beyond
the arc. The Zips, second in the
nation with 362 made treys, hit
an unconscious 46.5% from
three-point land. Jaaron Simmons scored 25 points to lead
OU (10-7 MAC, 19-10).
Kent State (10-7
MAC, 19-11) won handily over
Bowling Green (5-12 MAC,
14-16) as Jimmy Hall scored
22 points and Galal Cancer
added 18. Kent’s 46% to 37%
shooting advantage and 39 to

OSU men, women B-ball
By ANDREW CARTER
Ohio State’s men’s
basketball team shocked No. 8
Iowa, 68-64, to position themselves for a higher seed in the
Big Ten Tournament. After losing a game last week in overtime,
the Buckeye women missed out
on the regular season conference
title in stunning fashion by losing their final game in triple OT.
Marc Loving’s 25
points led the Buckeyes upset
of Iowa. OSU (11-6 B1G, 1911) took the lead with 2:04 left
and hung on for the win. Mike
Gessell and Jarrod Uthoff each
scored 16 points for Iowa (11-6

An All-Star amateur boxing show will be held on
Saturday, April 2 at 2:00 p.m. at the Martin Luther King Civic
Center, 14801 Shaw Avenue, East Cleveland. The amateur
boxing show will consist of area boxers matched against boxers from Akron, Toledo and Cincinnati. Area boxers on the
show are Quincy Harris, DeLante Johnson, Kihyan Hayes,
Dante Benjamin, Marcellous Smith and Devon Young. The
matchmaker for the show is Renard Safo. The tickets are
$15.00 general admission and $20.00 for table seating. For
ticket purchase and information, call 216-721-1674.

unhappy in Cleveland (even
though he says he’s happy),
scored 22 points, including
a perfect 11 for 11 from the
Charity Stripe.
Tristan Thompson
had a big game coming off
the bench, scoring 14 points
-including 10 in the 4th quarter - while pulling down 11
rebounds – including seven
in that final stanza. He also
made a huge block in the final
minute.
The game was
playoff-style basketball, going back and forth, with the
lead changing hands 25 times
and the game being tied 17
times. No team had a larger
lead than six points. Indiana
Coach Frank Vogel, when
asked about the nail-biting,
playoff atmosphere, afterward told Minority Publishers Assn., “Oh yes. Both
teams are jockeying for play-

CSU, YSU in league tourney
By KARL BRYANT

Amateur boxing show at MLK Civic

B1G, 20-9). OSU’s final scheduled game will be against Michigan State on Saturday, currently
second behind B1G regular season champ Indiana.
Kelsey Mitchell set
an OSU women’s record with
48 points in the 3OT thriller – a
107-105 loss to Michigan State.
Jasmine Hines scored 36 points
to lead Michigan State. Mitchell
had scored the last basket of regulation to tie; Hines tied it at the
end of the 1st OT; Tori Jankoska,
who scored 20 points for MSU,
tied it at the end of the 2nd OT;
and Jankoska made the 3rd OT
free throws that gave the Spartans the win.

Zips deadeyes vault to MAC title
Akron was uncanny
from the perimeter in their
Mid-American
Conference
regular season title-clinching
91-76 victory over Ohio University. Akron (12-5 MAC,
23-7) is one of four Division I
college teams (with a fifth possible) to post at least 21 wins
in each of the past 11 years.
Duke, Kansas, and Gonzaga
are the others, with Ohio State
needing just two more wins to
join that select company. Kent
State also won, 70-54, over
Bowling Green, and will play
the Zips in a regular seasonending showdown in Akron on
Friday as they seek a 1st Round
BYE for the upcoming MAC
Tournament.

29 rebounding edge paced the
way for the Golden Flashes.
Spencer Parker’s 15 points led
BGSU. The win left KSU in a
2nd place tie with Ohio in the
MAC East.
Since all conference
teams have just one game
remaining on the schedule,
Akron is assured of being the
No. 1 seed, with a 1st Round
BYE in the 2015-16 MAC
Tournament, which will be
held at Quicken Loans Arena,
March 10-12. Four conference
teams have 10-7 records: Kent
State and Ohio University in
the MAC East; and Ball State
(19-11 overall) and Central
Michigan (17-13 overall) in the
MAC West. They will all play
on Friday with the remaining
three 1st Round Tournament
BYES up for grabs.

Boxing Nostalgia
By JIM AMATO

‘Super Fights’ that turned into ‘Duds’
So many so called
“Super Fights” have turned
out to be “Super Duds” over
the years. True several have
provided us with heart stopping thrills. Still some have
left us cold and unfulfilled as
one party of the match didn’t
quite live up to their end of
the deal.
I have come up with
12 such contests that left me
most unsatisfied at their conclusion. I’m sure other fans
can think of many more that
had a similar effect on them.
1) Salvador Sanchez-Wilfredo Gomez Sanchez was a young, solid
champion but Gomez was,
the man that had destroyed
the invincible Carlos Zarate.
Well Salvador proved to the
world and Gomez that he was
an all-time great. Wilfredo
was down in the first and outclassed the rest of the way
until it was stopped in round
eight.
2) Donald CurryMilton McCrory. Curry had
been long considered a pound

Curry
for pound best. McCrory was
to be the second coming of
Tommy Hearns. McCrory
was flattened in two rounds.
3) Michael NunnSumbu Kalambay. Nunn was
the heir apparent to Sugar
Ray Leonard. Kalambay was
a solid champion with wins
over Mike McCallum and
Iran Barkley. One well timed
Nunn left hook ended what
looked to be a competitive
contest on paper in the first
round.
4) Thomas HearnsRoberto Duran. All I can say

Mayweather
is Ouch! Duran had just gone
15 rounds with the great Hagler. No one before or after
ever did what Hearns did to
Duran that day.
5) Floyd Mayweather Jr.-Diego Corrales. No
Contest!
6) Lennox LewisMike Tyson. A contest for
one round. Then Lennox
dominated and halted the
game but overmatched Tyson
in the eighth.
7) Bob Foster-Vicente Rondon. When will this
generation realize that Fos-

ter would have kayoed Roy
Jones Jr.?
8) George ForemanBoone Kirkman. Kirkman
was so overhyped. This was
almost laughable. Mercifully
stopped in round two.
9) George ForemanGerry Cooney. Swan song
payday for likeable but undeserving Cooney. Easy cash
for Foreman.
10) Mike TysonMichael Spinks. What were
people expecting? At that
stage of Tyson’s career, he
was an animal.
11) Jerry QuarryEarnie Shavers. Not quite
what we expected was it? The
bomber got bombed.
12) Eder Jofre-Vicente Saldivar. If they only
would have met years earlier
before Saldivar was a “shot”
fighter. It could have been a
classic. Instead Saldivar folded in the fourth word.
So there you have it.
Great fighters in great match
ups that just seemed to fizzle
when the first bell sounded.
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Comedians in ‘Festival of Laughs’ at Wolstein Center

Epps
Top veteran comedians Mike Epps, Sommore,
Earthquake and Tony Rock
will bring you the Cleveland
Festival of Laughs at the
Wolstein Center on May 8th
at 8:00 p.m.
Coming right off
his widely successful “Real
Deal Tour” and filming of
STARZ Survivors Remorse
Epps ventures straight into
2016 with the filming of
ABC’s Uncle Buck and the
long awaited Richard Pryor
biopic.
Sommore had previously hit the road for the
widely successful “Royal
Comedy Tour” and went on
to host the revival of BET
Comic View.
Tickets range from
$55.00 - $128.00 and go on
sale February 19th at the
Wolstein Center box office,
Wolsteincenter.com, Quicken Loans Arena Box Office,
Northeast Ohio Discount
Drug Marts and charge by
phone 1-844-407-227
Comedian and actor Epps has generated quite
a buzz among his peers and
within the industry for be-

Sommore
ing one of the funniest comedic actors emerging in the
Hollywood spotlight. Epps is
currently on his own national
comedy tour, Mike Epps:
Don’t Take It Personal which
is selling out major concert
venues across the country.
It was recently announced that Epps would play
legendary comedian Richard
Pryor in the star studded biopic set to film in 2016.
“I don’t feel pressure
from he audience necessarily,
I feel pressure for myself to
do right for Richard himself,”
Epps said.
Epps can also be seen
in the widely popular comedies Next Friday, How High,
Dr. Doolittle 2, Survivors Remorse and the highly anticipated ABC show Uncle Buck.
Sommore, who is a
Trenton, New Jersey native,
has appeared in various shows
including Russell Simmons’
Def Comedy Jam, BET’s Live
From LA, Showtime At The
Apollo and featured on The
Oprah Winfrey Show.
Sommore received
the prestigious Richard Pryor
Award for “Comic Of The

MENU TIPS

Egg recipe contest to be held
(NAPSI) Eggland’s
Best (EB) is looking for the
best original egg recipe with
the launch of its 2016 “America’s Best Recipe” Contest.
For the first time
ever, Eggland’s Best is encouraging fans to submit recipes
featuring EB eggs combined
with their favorite state-inspired ingredients.
You have until April
29 to submit your favorite recipes on the EB website (www.
egglandsbest.com/americasbestrecipe) for the chance to
win $10,000. With four meal
categories to choose from, and
countless local fruits, meats
and vegetables across the country, the opportunities are endless!
Recipes will be
judged on criteria such as taste,
creativity, and the inspiration
behind the local recipe ingredients. After state winners are selected, Eggland’s Best will call
on all Americans to help narrow down the “Best in State”
recipes to five “Best in Region”
winners.
For recipe inspiration, New York City residents
Lyssie Lakatos and Tammy
Lakatos Shames created a “Big
Apple Egg Bake.”
Big Apple Egg Bake
Makes 7 servings
Ingredients:
4 Eggland’s Best
eggs (We use Eggland’s Best
because they have 25% less
saturated fat than other eggs)
2½large apples (use a
sweeter variety like Fuji or Red
Delicious)
2 ounces turkey bacon
1 teaspoon olive oil
1 yellow onion, thinly sliced
1½teaspoons fresh
rosemary, chopped (or ½ teaspoon dried)
1½ teaspoons fresh
thyme, chopped (or ½ teaspoon

dried)
whites

1½ cups liquid egg

¼ cup 2% fat plain
Greek yogurt
5 ounces low-fat cheddar cheese, grated
4 ounces fat-free feta
cheese, crumbled
Freshly ground pepper
Oil in a spray container
Preheat oven to 375 degrees F. Core and thinly slice two
of the apples. Repeat for the remaining half apple, but set it aside
to layer on top.
In a large nonstick pan
over medium heat, cook the turkey bacon until slightly crisp.
Transfer the turkey bacon to a
cutting board and roughly chop.
Place on a small plate and set
aside.
In the same pan, add the
olive oil and turn the heat to medium. Add the onion and apple.
Sauté for 10 minutes or until the
ingredients are soft and translucent.
Stir in the rosemary and
thyme. Turn off the heat and allow the mixture to cool to room
temperature.
In a large mixing bowl,
whisk together the Eggland’s
Best eggs, egg whites and Greek
yogurt. Add the cheeses, turkey
bacon and apple/onion mixture.
Season with pepper and mix well.
Spritz a casserole dish
with oil from spray container and
pour in egg mixture. Place in the
oven and cook for about 30−35
minutes or until the center is set.
About 20 minutes into the cooking time, take out the casserole
and arrange the remaining apple
slices on top.
Place the dish back in
the oven and continue to bake
for the remaining time. Allow the
casserole to cool for 10−15 minutes before serving. Enjoy!
For official contest
rules and to submit your original
recipes, visit www.egglandsbest.
com/americasbestrecipe.

Year.”

Earthquake

Starring in the
ground-breaking Queens of
Comedy tour, Sommore was
featured on the Showtime
special and now has her own
successful DVD The Queen
Stands Alone.
Her film appearances include Soul Plane, A Miami Tail, Friday After Next
and Something New.
Other noteworthy
accomplishments
include
several appearances on the
sitcoms The Hughley’s, The
Parkers, and Politically Incorrect with Bill Mahar. She
most recently filmed a comedy special called Chandelier
Status.
Earthquake, a popular property in stand-up, his
schedule is full and he revels
in his accomplishments while
traveling the world. ‘These
ain’t jokes!’ he bellows from
stage to stage as he reveals
truths about himself and others that in any other circumstance may not be a laughing
matter.
‘The essence of
comedy is in exposing uncomfortable truths,’ he says
in an interview. ‘Finding a
way for the public to accept
these truths is the art of the
craft.’
Basking in the love
he received from comedic
icon Whoopi Goldberg as one
of her favorite comedians, in

Rock
April of 2013, he appeared
on ABC’s The View in a
special segment of stand-up
comedians showcased by the
cast of The View as their personal favorites.
Whoopi Goldberg
chose Earthquake and in
front of all of America she
relished in his ‘fearlessness.’
Needless to say, he shined to
rave reviews.
He then made an appearance on the popular late
night program TBS’s Conan
O’Brien and on BET’s hit sitcom ‘The Game.’
Presently, Earthquake is the host of New
York City’s #1 afternoon
drive-time radio show,
‘Quake’s House’ on WBLS-

FM, is currently on a national
comedy tour, as well as just
completed taping for his onehour comedy special “These
Ain’t Jokes“, scheduled to air
November 2014.
Tony Rock is a
comedian, actor, producer,
writer, CEO and professionally, he wears many hats.
Host of Russell
Simmons’ “All Def Comedy Live” and the newly
revamped legendary talent
competition “Apollo Live”,
comedian and actor Tony
Rock continues to prove
his exceptional star talents.
Rock starred in critically
acclaimed, straight to DVD
films “C’mon Man” &“The
Redemption of a Dog,” all
while still having time to
make a cameo in box office hits like “Think Like a
Man,” TV appearances on
BET’s “Real Househusbands
of Hollywood,” “Let’s Stay
Together,” and co-headlining two nationwide comedy
tours: “The Standing Ovation Comedy Tour” and his
own “Rock The Mic Comedy
Tour.”

Johnny Hartman

By CHRIS APPLING



TRIVIA - (Romance)

1. In the 1972 romance/biography "Lady
Sings the Blues," Diana Ross
portrayed the great jazz icon
Billie Holiday and actor
Billy Dee Williams was her
love interest, but who is the
comic/comedian legend who
was Holiday's friend "Piano
Man" in the film?
2. In what movie
did black, romantic leading
man Denzel Washington play
a Southern African- American rug cleaner who falls in
love with the daughter of a
motel managing East Indian
couple who were forced to
leave their home in Uganda
after tyrant Idi Amin rose to
power?
3. Who is the deceased rapper that starred
opposite pop superstar Janet
Jackson in John Singleton's
"Poetic Justice" (1993) in
which Janet is a disillusioned
hairdresser who grieves over



the violent death of her boyfriend by writing poetry?
4. What film focused on the "May-December" romance that starred
Angela Bassett as a 40year-old, African-American
woman who takes a trip to
Jamaica and falls in love
with a black man who is 20
years younger than her?
5. Who is the actor
and actress that were featured in the film "Love and
Basketball" (2000) as childhood friends who grow up
together playing basketball,
but then must learn to balance their emotions when
romance blooms between
them?
ANSWERS: 1. Richard
Pryor 2. 'Mississippi Masala'
3. Tupac Shakur 4.
'How Stella Got Her Groove
Back' 5. Omar Epps and
Sanaa Lathan

MOVIE MATCH-UP - (Romantic couples)

FILMS:
1. 'School Daze' (1988)
2. 'Do The Right Thing'
(1989)
3. 'Malcolm X' (1992)
4. 'Crooklyn' (1994)
5. 'Girl 6' (1996)
COUPLES:
a) Alfred Woodard and
Delroy Lindo
b) Laurence Fishburne and

Kythe
c) Theresa Randle and Isaiah
Washington
d) Spike Lee and Rosie
Perez
e) Denzel Washington and
Angela Bassett
ANSWERS: 1, b; 2, d; 3,
e; 4, a; 5, c

Da 'Round Da Way Rewind Review

'The Cosby Show' was revolutionary as it changed views

New Orleans, voodoo priestess in the mystery-thriller
Before 2015, Bill "Angel Heart."
And, after the
Cosby was once America's
most beloved and universal- first season of "A Different
ly-admired, black celebrity. World," she became pregnant
Beginning with his ground- with black rock star/actor
breaking role in the interra- Lenny Kravitz' (The Hunger
cial, espionage TV series "I Games; The Butler) daughSpy" in 1965, he would con- ter, Zoe Kravitz (After Earth;
tinue to climb the staircase to X:Men First Class).
Bonet would sursuccess as a comedian, TV
star and film actor. Then, in vive the scandal and continue
1984, he debuted in the NBC acting (Enemy of the State;
family sitcom "The Cosby Biker Boyz). But, other, hidShow." And, the world of den controversies would arise
sitcoms was never the same to tarnish the once impeccable good name of the show.
again.
Raven
Symone
During its eight-year
run on the air (1984-1992), (who played the cutest, most
"The Cosby Show" was #1 adorable, child actress on TV
in the ratings for five straight since Keshia Knight-Pulliam)
By NANCY ANN LEE
years 1985-1990). The series grew up to shock family and
set such a high standard for fans by disclosing her true,
presenting such a wholesome, sexual orientation. But, even
pristine, family atmosphere worse, Cosby himself faced
Renewed interest in for TV viewers that it was rape allegations of mulsinger Johnny Hartman has absolutely scandal-free: with tiple women he was associated with in the 1970's. How
been sparked by The Bridg- one exception.
In 1987, actress Lisa things were so different in
es of Madison County film
soundtrack which introduces Bonet (who played Cosby's 1984.
"The Cosby Show"
a new generation of fans to his second daughter, Denise, on
featured
him as Dr. Heaththe
show),
was
chosen
to
lead
mellow style.
cliff
'Cliff
' Huxtable: a darkthe
spin-off
series,
"A
differBorn July 3, 1923, in
Chicago, Hartman sang with ent World." But, before that, skinned, obstetrician/gynehis high school jazz orchestra in an attempt to expand her cologist who lives with his
and studied music at Chicago image from teenager to adult, upper-middle-class, black
Musical College before World she starred in the role of a family in a Brooklyn, New
War II intervened. In the late         York brownstone. Cliff was
a second-generation alumni
1940 after his military dis

of Hillman College (the ficcharge, Hartman worked with
Earl Hines, Dizzy Gillespie, 
 tional, historically-black university that was the setting of
and Erroll Garner.

 A Different World).
He was a favored soCliff prided him
loist in clubs and on television 
self
as
a
jazz
aficionado who,
during the 1950s. Hartman's 
 like many husbands
of many
forte was the romantic ballad.


races,
often
tried
to
hide
food
He was inventive in his rich
from
his
wife
while
on
a
diet,
baritone style, yet remained 

or failed trying to fix things
true to lyrics.

 around the house when they
Among several recordings, Hartman's most cap- Beauty of the Week: is  break. Clair Hanks-Huxtable
tivating (and enduring) albums beautiful looking Karina  (Phylicia Rashad) was Cliff's
Jardine. Jardine, who is
beautiful,
sophisticated,
was a 1963 session (reissued
a world-wide recognized


classy,
light-brown-skinned,
by MCA/Impulse in 1986)
model, was featured in the
with saxophonist John Col- Bronze Beauty Calender.  spouse who was an attorney.
Clair was fond of
(ESDN Photo by Howard
trane, McCoy Tyner (piano),
Moorehead)
 asking Cliff to remember
Jimmy Garrison (bass) and
If you would
straightforward renderings of like to be a Beauty of The  small things about their mar"Lush Life," "My One And Week, send photo, phone  riage and if he forgot, she
and information
would put him in a playful
Only Love," "You Are Too number
to EAST SIDE DAILY 
choke-hold.
Beautiful," and more.
NEWS or call (216) 721Cliff and Clair
Hartman is at his best 1674.
        had five children. Sondra
on this gorgeous album.

Just
Jazz

Chris' Cinema Trivia &
Movie Match Up

By C.M. APPLING

(Sabrina LeBeauf) was the
light-skinned, eldest who attended Princeton University,
studying law like her mother.
Denise (Bonet) was the lightskinned, second child that
was an eccentric and off-beat
clotheshorse that dropped out
of Hillman (but, later would
re-enroll at Medgar Evers
the last season). Theodore
a.k.a. 'Theo' (Malcolm-Jamal
Warner) played the brownskinned, middle-child, only
son who was neither outstanding in school or athletics. Vanessa (Tempsett Bledsoe) was the brown-skinned,
fourth child that sometimes
tested her parents' rules and
conflicted with Denise and
Rudy. And, Rudith a.k.a.
'Rudy' (Keshia Knight-Puliam) was the brown-skinned
baby of the family that the entire country frll in love with.
With such a large,
central family, the cast grew
even larger with the extended
family characters. Elvin Thibedeaux (Geoffrey Owens)
was Sondra's light-skinned
husband who graduated from
Princeton to become a doctor
like Cliff. Martin Kendall (Joseph C. Phillips) was Denise's
husband she met in Africa
and who was a Navy officer.
Olivia Kendall (Raven-Symone) was Denise's
like-skinned, infant stepdaughter. 'Cousin Pam' (Erika
Alexander) was Clair's darkskinned, teenage, secondcousin from the projects that
moved in with the Huxtables
the last season.
From the start, Russell Huxtable (Earle Hyman)
was Cliff's tall, light-skinned
father who was a jazz trombone player and first-generation Hillman alum. And,
Anna Huxtable (Clarice Taylor) was Cliff's feisty, sassy,
brown-skinned mother.
Throughout
the
years, even more recurring
characters were added to the
cast's roster including: Elvin
and Sondra's light-skinned,
infant twins, 'Nelson and
Winnie' (Gary Gray and Jessica Ann Vaughn) [named

after the married, Mandela,
South African freedom-fighters]; Clair's parents 'Al and
Carrie Hanks' (Joe Williams
and Ethel Ayler); Elvin's parents 'Lester and Francine Thibideaux' (Dennis Scott and
Marcella Lowery) and Martin's parents 'Joe and Lorraine
Kendall' (Moses Gunn and
Nancy Wilson).
"The Cosby Show"
was revolutionary as it not
only changed how white
Americans (and other races as
well) viewed African-Americans, but how blacks viewed
themselves. It presented a
loving, (semi) functional,
educated clan of blacks that
were not only multi-generational, but featured multiple,
long-married couples on a
regular basis. And, it opened
up the avenue of hiring black
actors/actresses that ran the
gamut of the Afro-centric,
color spectrum.
The first episode
showed Cliff talking to Theo
about his life without higher
education. This was the most
potent and influential feature
of the show as many black
Americans were inspired to
attend college because of the
show's emphasis on the importance of learning.
Cosby's image and
career may never recover after his trial. However, it is no
different than what happened
with Thomas Jefferson.
The former president and 'Founding Father'
impregnated the teen, mixedrace slave Sally Hemings
with five offspring. Jeffersons' white descendants don't
like the truth.
But,
it
hasn't
changed their reverance for
his genius or his influence in
history. Blacks must do the
same for Cosby. We may not
like the truth of what probably happened.
But, we shouldn't
let it change the unforgettable way the character, Cliff
Huxtable, entertained us nor
of the genius and influence
Cosby himself had upon history and society.
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The Men’s Association of Masjid Bilal held its program
Masjid Bilal,
7401 Euclid Avenue,
held two entertaining and
informative programs
last Saturday. The annual
program was sponsored
by the Muslim Men’s Association at the mosque.
The program
consisted of free dinners
that included roast turkey
dinner with all the trimmings.
The entertainment was provided by
The Distinguished Gentlemen of The Spoken
Word, a well-known
group of young African
American men, and Cool
Breeze and the Players.
Minister Michael Muhammad of the
Nation of Islam in Cleve-

land was the guest speaker for the event.
During
the
event a limited amount of
free gifts were presented
to the attendees.
Afterwards, the
Cleveland Dawah Committee sponsored free
movies that included:
An animated 30 minute
movie called “Before
The Light of Islam,” as
well as a presentation by
Renard Turner on African
Minister Michael Muhammad of the Nation of
American Inventions.
Islam in Cleveland was the guest speaker for the annual
There was a program sponsored by the Muslim Men’s Association of
contest to find the best Masjid Bilal. (ESDN Photo by Omar Quadir)
Asiatic Bean Pie, as well
as a contest of Dominos.
There were games for
Congresswom- den placed on parents
children who were in atan
Marcia
L. Fudge on and families due to hightendance.
Thursday,
introduced interest PLUS loans. The
H.R. 4661, the Parent Act modifies the current
PLUS Loan Improve- Parent PLUS Loan proment Act of 2016 to gram by lowering and
ceive a direct infusion
lessen the financial bur- capping the current in-

The housing
crisis and the Great
Recession that followed took a devastating financial and
psychological toll on a
generation of Ohioans.
One of the most painful and lasting wounds
of the economic disaster was the massive increase in foreclosures
across the country —
and few states were hit
harder than Ohio.
To ensure that
our communities have
the resources they need
to rebuild, I fought to
invest in something
called the Hardest Hit
Fund, as part of the
end-of-year
budget
deal Congress passed
in December. And I’m
proud to say that Ohio
will receive up to $350
million from that investment.
Hardest Hit
Funds help keep families in their homes and
demolish abandoned
buildings that are holding
neighborhoods
back.
When
one
home is foreclosed on
or abandoned, it has a
ripple effect that hurts
the value of other
homes in the neighborhood, attracts crime,
and drags down the
local economy. The
Federal Reserve Board
of Cleveland found
that foreclosures and
vacant or abandoned
properties can reduce
the sales price of a
home by more than 7
percent. This creates
a cycle that continues
to drive down home
values, making it more
difficult for Ohioans to
sell or refinance.
Removing
these abandoned properties boosts the local
economy and helps to
make neighborhoods
stronger and safer
places to live and raise
families.
Since 2010,
Ohio has received
more than $570 million in Hardest Hit
Funds. That investment has helped
24,500 Ohioans, with
the overwhelming majority able to remain in
their homes. Under the
new plan, Ohio will re-

Masjid Bilal held two entertaining and informative programs last Saturday. The annual program was
sponsored by the Muslim Men’s Association at the mosque.
In attendance at the event is Bill “Silver B” Richards, of
Edutainment Royalty Round Table; Sandy Scott, and Lorenzo McCoy. (ESDN Photo by Omar Quadir)

Fudge introduces legislation to help lessen financial burdens

Neighborhoods

By SHERROD BROWN

Members of Masjid Bilal enjoy themselves at the
entertaining and informative programs last Saturday during the annual program sponsored by the Muslim Men’s
Association at the mosque. The program consisted of free
dinners that included roast turkey dinner with all the trimmings as well as live entertainment and events for the children in attendance. (ESDN Photo by Omar Quadir)

of $97.6 million right
away, and we will have
the opportunity to apply for up to $250 million more.
The Treasury
Department also extended the deadline for
using program funds,
giving local communities more flexibility
to determine the best
way to use this money
to boost their economy
and neighborhoods.
But too many
communities are still
suffering from the
wreckage the housing
crisis left behind, and
this problem can’t be
fixed overnight. A report from Policy Matters Ohio estimated
that it would cost $750
million to demolish all
the blighted and abandoned properties in
Ohio.

terest rate; providing an
income-based repayment
option for families; and
eliminating staggering
origination fees. Additionally, the bill requires
loan counseling for all
borrowers.
“As PLUS Loan
interest rates continue
to climb, the pursuit of
higher education and the
American Dream is becoming outrageously expensive. Congress must
act to ensure parents and
families aren’t crippled
by staggering college
costs,” said Congresswoman Fudge. “The
Parent PLUS Loan Improvement Act of 2016
provides much-needed
relief for Parent PLUS
Loan holders nationwide.”
According to
the U.S. Department of
Education, more than
3 million Parent PLUS
borrowers owed nearly
$62 billion in 2014, or
about $20,000 per borrower. Total outstanding
student loan debt in the
U.S. is now $1.3 trillion.
“UNCF, our 37
member institutions and,
indeed, the entire community of historically
black colleges and universities (HBCUs) appreciate Congresswoman
Fudge’s
outstanding
leadership to improve
this education loan program that helps nearly

700,000 parents fill the
financial aid gap. The
Parent PLUS Loan Improvement Act of 2016 is
greatly needed and Congress should act quickly
to approve it,” said Dr.
Michael L. Lomax, President and CEO, United
Negro College Fund.
As
ranking
member of the subcommittee on Early Childhood, Elementary and

Secondary Education,
Fudge believes every
student should have access to higher education.
She is dedicated to working with her Congressional colleagues to pass
this important bill and
increase financial stability for all of America’s
families. The Parent Plus
Loan Improvement Act
of 2016 is co-sponsored
by Congressman Ruben

Hinojosa (TX-15), Congressman Cedric Richmond (LA-2), Congresswoman Corrine Brown
(FL-5), Congresswoman
Stacey Plaskett (USVI),
Congressman
Marc
Veasey (TX-33), Congressman Bennie Thompson (MS-2), Congressman
Joe Courtney (CT-2), Congressman Mark Takano
(CA-41), and Congresswoman Frederica Wilson
(FL-24).

Arrested? Injured?

Remember, First,
That What You Say
Will Be Used Against You!
Then Call Me For Discussion

Name A. Gay
James
Attorney At Law

(216) 429-9493

Email: attyjimgay@aol.com

(ESDN photo
Sales - Service
- Partsby Terry Gallagher)
Open Mon.- Sat. 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

FATHER’S DREAM APPLIANCES
Washers - Dryers - Refrigerators
Ranges - Freezers
County Vouchers Accepted
TWO LOCATIONS:

3319 E. 93rd Street
Cleveland, Ohio 44104
(216) 441-1466

Show Room & Outlet Store
9520 Woodland Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44104
(216) 421-1570

Visit Our Website: www.fdappliances.com
“We Deliver Anywhere In Cuyahoga County”
“MAKE US FEEL GOOD, Tell us You Saw Our
Ad In EAST SIDE DAILY NEWS!”

