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A new poll is adding some teeth to efforts to
bring a new face to dental care in Ohio. There are more
than 80 dental health professional shortage areas in the
state, where there are not enough dentists to meet the
needs of the community. A statewide poll of 800 voters
released Tuesday by the Dental Access Now coalition indicated that nearly 67 percent of Ohioans support changing the law to allow dental therapists to perform routine
procedures, such as filling cavities.

Brown

Kassius Brown is a happy
one year old baby boy who likes
to play with his sister, Sariah. His
favorite toy is his mom’s phone.
His favorite food is banana and
mixed berry baby food. He is the
son of Betty Brown and Christopher
Lockett.

Don’t Forget To Turn
Your Clock Forward

One Hour On
Sunday, March 13, 2016
At 2:00 a.m.

Happy
St. Patrick’s Day
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Happy Spring
Monday,
March 21, 2016
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Gun violence takes a toll
ical Center in a private car.
According to police, there
are no suspects at this time.
Gun violence has erupted
on a daily basis all week:
Two men were shot in
separate incidents on Sunday
morning.
A 25-year-old man was
shot in the shoulder about 2:00
a.m. in the 1300 block of E. 66th
Street. He was taken to University
Hospital, and his condition is unknown.
In the second incident
on Sunday morning, a man was

Williams to appear
A judge set bond at
$60,000 for comedian Katt Williams, 44, during a hearing
Wednesday after the entertainer
was accused of threatening to kill
his bodyguard during an attack
inside his Atlanta home.
According to North
American Entertainment Group,
Inc., Williams’ Conspiracy Theory Tour is still on track for Saturday, March 26 at the Wolstein
Center.
Attorneys for Williams
said he would surrender his passport and stay away from drugs
and alcohol while out on bond.
According to the criminal complaint, Williams allegedly
wanted his bodyguard to engage
in a criminal activity. When the
body guard refused, Williams
threatened the bodyguard and
two women at the home beat the
bodyguard.
Williams faces charges
of terroristic threats, false imprisonment, aggravated assault
and possession of marijuana.
Investigators say they

Williams
found large amounts of marijuana, along with several firearms
inside the home.
Two women who were at
the home also face charges.
Tatiana Smith, 24, is accused of beating the bodyguard
and choking him. She is charged
with aggravated assault and possession of marijuana and an anti-anxiety drug.
Lena Smith, 40, is
charged with marijuana possession.

Gasoline prices rise in area
Northeast Ohio gas
prices have risen eight cents in
two weeks to $1.69 a gallon, according to AAA East Central’s
Fuel Gauge report.
The national average
is $1.71.The national average
for regular unleaded gasoline
continues to hover at levels not
seen since the Great Recession,
largely due to abundant supplies and low crude oil costs.
Today’s average price
of $1.71 per gallon is the lowest
price for this date since 2004.
Gas prices are likely
move higher as we head into
the spring refinery maintenance
season; however prices should
remain lower than recent years.
Refineries conducting
maintenance will produce less
fuel, though ample gasoline
supply and lower-than-expected prices for crude oil should

limit any seasonal price spikes.
The global price for
crude oil continues to move
based on speculation regarding
the market’s future balance between supply and demand.
A possible freeze in
production, spearheaded by
OPEC member Saudi Arabia,
grabbed the attention of market
watchers for much of last week,
but failed to produce any real
gains in price, as the likelihood
of a deal remains questionable.
It also is unlikely that a
production freeze near current
levels would have any effect on
reducing abundant global supplies.
At the close of Friday’s
formal trading session on the
NYMEX, West Texas Intermediate crude oil was down $1.13
to settle at $29.64 per barrel.

AAA Fuel Gauge Gasoline Price Survey
Northeast Ohio Average for Self-Service Gasoline
This Week
Last Week
Last Year
National

(02-22-16)
(02-19-16)
(02-23-15)
(02-22-16)

Regular
$1.69
$1.96
$2.26
$1.71

shot in the hip at a Shell gas station
on Kinsman Road on Sunday at 5:00
a.m. He was transported to University Hospital, where he is listed in stable condition.
There were several shootings reported on Monday.
Police are investigating a
shooting after a 56-year-old woman riding in a U-Haul was struck by
gunfire on Monday night.
The woman’s adult son was
driving the truck about 9:45 p.m.
near the woman’s home at Russell
Road and Superior Avenue when
a bullet pierced the truck’s cab and
grazed the woman’s chest.
According to police, her injuries were not life-threatening.
The son drove his mother
to the Cleveland Clinic. The woman’s brother, who rented the truck,
called police to report the shooting.
The woman was treated and released.
Police have not identified a suspect or
figured out a motive for the shooting.
In a second shooting,
Cleveland police found a 20-year-old
man who was unconscious and had
been shot several times on a porch in
the 18900 block of Arrowhead Avenue at 11:00 p.m. He was shot in his
thigh and his side.
Officers gave the man first
aid until an EMS crew arrived and
took him to University Hospitals
Case Medical Center.
According to witnesses,
they saw the man walking on the
street across from two unknown
men. They heard gunshots and then
saw the two men run away.
Police asked anyone with
information on the shooting to call
Fifth District detectives at 216-6235518.

In a third shooting incident, Keith Griffin, 18, was
shot in the abdomen at 7 p.m. on
Tuesday near the intersection of
East 36th Street and Community
College Avenue.
According to the police report, an unknown shooter
opened fire on Griffin from a silver car with tinted windows.
Griffin, who played on
East Tech’s boys’ basketball team
for two seasons, was taken to St.
Vincent Charity Hospital before
being transported to MetroHealth via Life Flight helicopter.
Griffin is listed in critical condition.
Two men were fatally
shot on the west side on Wednesday.
Pedro Calenas, 52, was
fatally shot about 8:30 p.m. near
West 58th Street and Storer Avenue, and during the shoot out,
two other people were shot. They
were taken to MetroHealth by
EMS.
Jose Reyes, 22, was shot
and killed about 6 p.m. near West
43rd Street and Clark Avenue. A
15-year-old victim, who was also
shot, was taken to MetroHealth
in a private car with a gunshot
wound to his upper thigh. No
arrests were made in either case.
A 26-year-old man
was shot eight times in the 1400
block of East105th Street at 12:45
a.m. on Thursday.
According to the police
report, EMS transported the victim to University Hospital. His
current condition is unknown at
this time.

Kabron Norman, 45, was
found guilty in November 2015
on a 10-count indictment, including rape and kidnapping of two
6-year-old girls in 2013.
According to court records, Norman frequently babysat
for the girls and their older brother, who are the children of a family friend. The older brother witnessed the rape and told his mother
who tipped off the police.
Common Pleas Judge
Joseph D. Russo sentenced Norman to four life terms last Friday,
ordering two of them to be served
consecutively.

Norman
Norman had a previous conviction for drug abuse
and was sentenced to one year
at the Ohio State Reformatory
in Mansfield in 1989.

Norman gets life

A condemned building at the corner of Drexmore Road and E.130th
Street was demolished. Several buildings in the area are being demolished so
that the area can be revitalized. On E. 130th and Buckeye Road, Edwins Leadership Institute is completeing new housing for students. A condemned building at
Soouth Moreland and Dexmore is scheduled to be demolished next month.

Activist meet, attend Sanders rally at Olivet

Amir Khalid Samad (left), executive director of Peace In The Hood,
Imam P. Hasan, Dr. Cornel West, and Taalib Elahee, father of former State Senator, Nina Turner, met to discuss social justice reforms at Zanzibar Restaurant in
Shaker Square before attending the Bernie Sanders rally at Olivet Institutional
Baptist Church on Saturday.

Dr. Cornel West, a political activist, author and university
professor, met with local activists to
discuss justice reform and attend the
Bernie Sanders rally at the Olivet
Institutional Baptist Church, 8712
Quincy Ave. on Saturday.
West met with Amir Khalid
Samad, executive director of Peace
in the Hood, Imam P. Hasan, of Lorain, and Taalib Elahee, the father of
former State Senator Nina Turner,
at Zanzibar Restaurant in Shaker
Square to discuss judicial reform of
the criminal justice system.
Following the meeting the
group attended Bernie Sanders appearance at the church.
According to the Rev.
Jawanza Colvin, the church’s senior

pastor, Sanders addressed a standing
room only crowd after being introduced by former State Senator Nina
Turner.
Sanders railed against Wall
Street and economic inequality. He
called for the federal government to
provide universal healthcare, and for
a $15-an-hour minimum wage.
Sanders talked about his
background in the 1960s as a political activist, which included staging
sit-ins against the University of Chicago’s segregated-housing policy.
He listened to local activist who are demanding justice for
people killed by Cleveland police
officers, improvements to policies
related to violence against women
and local environmental concerns..

Muslim women settle with county over jail prayer

Cuyahoga County has
agreed to pay $48,500 to Sakeena
Majeed of Rocky River and $32,500
to Sonya Abderrazzaq of Cleveland
for violating their civil rights when
they were forced to attend Christian
prayer services while serving time at
the county jail.
Each woman filed lawsuits
that said jail staff, specifically corrections officer Regina Watts, forced
them to participate in Christian services.
According to Abderrazzaq’s lawsuit, Watts told her that attendance was mandatory and failure
to participate would result in being
moved to general population, instead
of the “trustee pod” where they were
housed.
Majeed and Abderrazzaq’s

lawsuits say this happened in
2014, when they were serving
sentences for misdemeanors.
County spokeswoman Mary Louise Madigan said
that jail staff now performs the
religious services in a separate
space, instead of the specific pod
where both of the women were
housed. She said that all corrections officers and chaplains have
been reminded of the appropriate accommodations for the services.
According to Madigan,
the county’s decision to settle
“was not an admission in liability, but an exercise in risk management.”

Hillary Clinton greets supporters as she leaves the rally at Cuyahoga
Community College on Tuesday evening. (ESDN Photo by Vince Robinson)

Three arrested for guns, drugs near school

Two men, ages 28 and
23, are sitting in a Cleveland jail
cell awaiting charges and a boy was
booked into juvenile detention after
police arrested them while investigating gunfire at 4:45 p.m. on Monday
near Lake Erie Preparatory School,
14405 St. Clair Ave.
According to the police report, the principal at Lake Erie Preparatory School told police he heard
a gunshot, and that it came from the
south side of the school near St. Clair
Ave.
Officers placed the school
She said Watts is still em- on lockdown as a precaution, and
ployed as a corrections officer.
called for backup. As more officers got

to the school, police saw a group of
people running on Galewood Drive
just south of St. Clair Ave.
The 28-year-old man got
stuck trying to hop a wooden fence
during the foot chase.
Police eventually caught all
three, and found a loaded .22-caliber
pistol on the ground near the fence.
Officers also found a bag of
marijuana and keys to a Ford Taurus
parked nearby, and in a search of the
car, officers found a magazine for a
Glock 9mm handgun and a digital
scale.
No charges have been filed
at this time.

.

According to Cleveland
Police spokesperson Detective Jennifer Ciaccia, there have been 17
homicides in the city this year. In
the past week, a number of shooting have hospitalized several victims, with four fatal shootings.
The city has been plagued
by gun violence all week.
Three men were shot at
the Alibi Inn, a strip club, 2232
Rockwell Ave. at 2:30 a.m. this
morning. A 45-year-old man was
taken by EMS to MetroHealth
Medical Center, and two other victims arrived at MetroHealth Med-
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Hermanson gets top appointment Before the moonshot, one small step for man
By SEAN MCCALLEY

Conshocken, PAbased AlliedBarton Security Services, the industry’s
premier provider of highly
trained security personnel
recently announced the appointment of Eliot Hermanson as the new managing
partner for the Midwest region, which covers Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota,
Illinois, Indiana, Ohio and
Kentucky.
Hermanson is based
in Chagrin Falls, Ohio.
Prior to joining
AlliedBarton, Hermanson
served as vice president of
Operations, Parks, Destinations and Conference Centers
for ARAMARK where he
was responsible for overseeing operational excellence

Hermanson
for the company’s Midwest,
Canadian and Eastern U.S.
operations.
Prior to ARAMARK, Hermanson spent 15
years with the Rock Bottom
Restaurants Brewery Divi-

Hospice of the
Western Reserve is seeking
volunteers to assist in private
residences, nursing homes,
assisted living communities,
their three Hospice House locations, and hospital settings.
As a vital part of
Hospice of the Western Reserve’s team, volunteers
come from all walks of life
and have a variety of skills,
talents and abilities.
Opportunities to
serve are diverse: visit pa-

tients and families to provide
companionship, socialization,
and comfort; help with legacy
work, transportation, light
housework, and meal preparation; run errands; make
phone calls; help with clerical work; attend health fairs;
make presentations.
Volunteers with specialized professional qualifications and training are also
needed: attorneys, licensed
hair dressers, massotherapists, pet therapy dogs and

sion in succeeding positions
leading up to vice president
of Operations.
Hermanson received
his bachelor’s degree from
the Rochester Institute of
Technology.
“We welcome Eliot
to the AlliedBarton team,”
says Ron Rabena, division
president, National Security
Operations, AlliedBarton.
“Eliot’s extensive experience
in the service industry will be
instrumental in the development of high quality security
programs tailored to client’s
individual needs. Under Eliot’s leadership we will experience regional growth and
see continued best practice
development.”
For more than 50

years AlliedBarton Security
Services has provided superior security officer services
to protect people, homes
and businesses. AlliedBarton tailors security programs
to meet clients’ needs with
committed
professionals
who enhance clients’ brands.
The most honored
security services provider,
AlliedBarton consistently
delivers exceptional service
which creates a differentiated experience for clients and
the people they serve. More
than 60,000 employees and
120 offices serve thousands
of clients with levels of protection that anticipate needs
and build enduring relationships.

their handlers.
The next series of
volunteer classes will be held
at Hospice of the Western
Reserve, 5786 Heisley Road,
Mentor 44060, on Saturdays,
May 14 and 21,from 8:30
a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Non-clinical volunteers attend only the first four
hours on May 14,while most

other volunteersattend all
classes.
Pre-registration is
required and for information,
or to register, call the volunteer team at 216.255.9090.It
is required to wait 12 months
after experiencing a significant loss before volunteering
directly with patients.

Daylight Saving Time
begins once again on Sunday,
March 13th at 2am when we are
turning the clocks forward by
one hour. As always, without a
proper plan in place to prepare
for this time change, depending
on how sensitive your child is,
it can definitely end up throwing off their carefully established
sleep routine. One thing to keep
in mind is that it’s easier for kids
to adjust at the start of DST because we are springing forward
instead of falling back. The Certified Child Sleep Consultants
at SleepWell Baby have been
guiding parents through DST
changes for years, and now they
are sharing five tips to help get
you through this transition and
get ready for spring.
1. Nap Time: Instead
of immediately making the
switch to new naptimes, split
the difference. Adjust the morning and afternoon naps by 30
minutes to begin with and add
another 30 minutes by the third
day. By the end of the week your
little one should easily switch
over to the new schedule.
2. Internal Clock:
Help your little one reset her
body clock by exposing her to
light upon waking and keeping
her room dark when it’s time to
sleep. Sleep is regulated by our
circadian rhythm (our body’s
internal clock) and that clock is
regulated by light and darkness.
Exposing your little one to light
and darkness that is consistent
with the new clock will speed up

the change.
3. Change Bedtime:
If bedtime is usually 7:00 PM,
put your child to bed at 7:30 PM
for the first three days following the time change. Remember
that 7:30 feels like 6:30 to your
child. Go back to a 7:00 PM
bedtime on the fourth day. It
will take about a week for your
child’s body to get used to this
adjustment.
4. Teach Time: Consider taking this opportunity
to teach pre-school children to
read a clock. If you have children over the age of two, this is
an ideal time to boost independence by adding a digital clock
to their sleep environment.
Spend time teaching them the
numbers six and seven. Draw,
colour, trace, cut, or make up a
little story about Sleepy Six and
SleepWell Special Seven. Be
creative to get your children interested in the numbers.
5. Keep Consistent:
Remember that children thrive
when parents provide a structured environment and dealing
with the time change is no different. Keeping your everyday
routines consistent will help
your little one make the adjustment. Structure your day with
regular playtimes, mealtimes
and pre-sleep routines all according to the new time.
Learn more about
SleepWell Baby consulting
services at http://www.sleepwellbaby.ca.

Hospice volunteer education series to be held
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Good news if you’re trying to get inside the White House:
You have options.
You can try winning the
keys to the front door by slogging
through primaries and caucuses.
Others try the cheaper, more direct
route, by jumping the fence and
dodging Secret Service. A lucky few
might win the Super Bowl and get an
invitation for a picture and a handshake with the president.
Don’t worry if those options aren’t your style, though. On
Friday, January 8, every man in
America found himself inside the
White House, whether he knew it or
not. Everyone who cares about his
well being was there, too.
Because right now men
are the source of a national health
crisis, so the White House made
them the focus of a Dialogue on
Men’s Health.
“Houston, we have a
problem…”
Men don’t like going to
the doctor for one simple reason:
because we don’t think we need to.
There’s no point. You’re not a man
if you get upset or worried about
something that’s not an emergency.
Anyway, we’re usually too busy to
go to the doctor. Food on the table
doesn’t just grow on trees, you know.
Unfortunately, that mentality, combined with a unique set of
genetic and cultural hurdles, is killing us.
“I’ve witnessed early
death, early morbidity in my circle
of family and friends. Men just die
much sooner than they should,” said
Darrell Sabbs, community benefits
manager for Phoebe Putney Health
System in Georgia.
“Look at the data: Men
are just sicker and die faster as a
species. And educating and giving
health access to men is not a priority.”
Men die at higher rates
for nine out of the top ten causes
of death. That includes heart disease, cancer, diabetes, suicide and
accidents. The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention says Native
Americans and African American
men have the lowest life expectancy
out of all racial and gender demographics. Combine all the groups?
Women still live about five years
longer.
Even non-lethal, malespecific problems can become huge
burdens. Erectile dysfunction and
low testosterone, for example, cause
depression and hurt relationships.
The Obama Administration just announced its $1 billion initiative called the “National Cancer
Moonshot.” It has a very noble goal,
and deserves all those resources and
more. The announcement came less
than a week after the White House
Dialogue on Men’s Health.
“One small step for man,
one giant leap for mankind,” a famous astronaut said once.
The “Moonshot” justifiably stole the spotlight, but luckily it
doesn’t overshadow the importance
of the Dialogue. It was standingroom-only as the Administration,
along with nonprofits Men’s Health
Network and Disruptive Women in
Health Care, packed the Eisenhower
Executive Office Building. Inside
were two Super Bowl rings, 100 private companies, more than 230 people, 28 speakers, Surgeon General
Vivek Murthy and Cabinet Secretary
Broderick Johnson.
“I was struck by the level
of enthusiasm and commitment from
a broad range of groups. It was a
surprise, not only because of the
number of the groups but also the
diversity of fields dedicated to improving men’s health,” said Dr. David Gremillion, professor emeritus
at the University of North Carolina

and former president of the Society
of Air Force Physicians.
Tech developers, three
NFL teams, car manufacturers, advocates and doctors joined together
to share their own strategies to improve men’s health. Many people
understand and recognize specific
cancers and fundraising movements
to stop them. But fewer realize we
first need to break down the mental
and cultural barriers that keep men
from caring about seeing a doctor
before problems arise.
Overall men’s health
is not, and never was, an everyday
priority for most people. Gremillion first saw the lack of interest
and awareness when leaving the Air
Force decades ago.
“Men were treated like
inventory [in the military]. We had
to be functioning well at all times
to serve,” Gremillion said. “That
meant we didn’t have a choice when
to visit the dentist or get blood work.
We simply had to do it. But things
are very different in general society.”
Once he left the Air
Force, he realized most people either don’t think about or don’t know
how to care for men. It wasn’t “politically correct” in the 80s and 90s
for men to talk about mental health
or domestic violence aimed at them.
Gremillion wonders if people would
have thrown more resources at combating HIV if they hadn’t associated
it with gay men.
But we men are great at
standing in our own way, too. We
sometimes earn applause for it. It’s
cool to be tough, and it’s easy not
to think about the future. There’s a
reason why men rank higher in the
death totals for accidents: Many of
us like to show off and do dangerous, reckless things to impress peo-

ple. Thank testosterone for that.
But the White House
Dialogue signals a change. A change
in how the country views the men’s
health crisis – even if, for now, that
only means acknowledging it exists.
Hopefully the momentum doesn’t
end until the hundreds of private sector representatives and doctors gathered in the White House evolve into
a national dialogue between millions
of people who care about the men in
their lives.
“I would love to see a federal Office of Boys and Men’s Health
that can address policy, research, and
funding,” said Darryl Davidson, director of the Men’s Health Division
for the Northwest Health Center in
Milwaukee.
“I want to see states embrace the concept that men’s health is
a result of men and their supporting
environment. They need to address
different areas like advocacy, healthcare, education, job training, and
their families. These social determinants of health all affect their quality
of life and life expectancy.”
We celebrate Men’s
Health Month every June to make
sure men understand how to lead
healthier lives, and to highlight
their importance to their families
and communities. June isn’t too far
away. There are many ways you can
get involved and help the men close
to you live a healthier life. But you
shouldn’t wait until June every year
to take action: many men need help
now, even if they’re too proud to admit it.
About the author: Sean
McCalley manages communications
and media relations for the nonprofit
Men’s Health Network. His professional background includes years
spent in broadcast, print, and multimedia journalism.
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Ron Carter featured to headline Detroit Jazz Festival

The Detroit Jazz
Festival, the world’s largest free jazz festival, announced that legendary
bassist, cellist, composer
and Detroit native Ron
Carter will be its 2016
Artist-in-Residence. During his esteemed 50-year
career, Carter has played
on many of the most important jazz recordings
with greats such as Miles
Davis, McCoy Tyner,
Herbie Hancock, Chick
Corea and Wayne Shorter.
He has appeared on more
than 2,000 albums, making him the most-recorded
jazz bassists of all time,
in addition to earning two
GRAMMY® Awards.
The 37th annual
Detroit Jazz Festival will
take place September 2 5, 2016. The festival spans
several city blocks in
downtown Detroit - from
Hart Plaza to Campus
Martius - with four stages
and more than 100 performances.
Carter, who has
appeared at the Detroit
Jazz Festival several times
-- including an acoustic performance with last
year’s Artist-in-Residence
Pat Metheny, which was
one of the highlights of the

Carter

Festival -- will orchestrate
a variety of unique performances and collaborations
that can only be found at
this year’s Festival. Details on his performances
will be unveiled in April
at a luncheon in Detroit
announcing the 37th Annual Detroit Jazz Festival
lineup.
“I have been to
many wonderful places
in my life, but no matter
where I go, Detroit will
always be home. It has
shaped who I am and has
had a tremendous impact
on my life and music,” said
Carter. “It is an incredible
honor to be an Artist-inResidence from Detroit at
one of the world’s greatest festivals held in the
heart of my hometown. I
am thrilled to get the op-

portunity to become more
involved with this worldclass event and work with
talented jazz students in a
place that’s so special to
me.”
As Artist-in-Residence, Carter will contribute to the festival’s continued efforts to support and
grow jazz through education in Detroit and beyond.
A lifelong educator himself, Carter will pull from
his 18 years as a faculty
member of The City College of New York’s music
department and participate
in educational initiatives to
nurture and develop young
local talent in Metro Detroit.
At the festival,
Carter will occupy a traditional opening Friday night
slot. He also will play collaborative sets with special guests throughout the
weekend, including varied musical explorations
unique to the Detroit Jazz
Festival.
“When you think
of legendary double bassists, Ron Carter is a name
that comes to mind very
quickly. We are ecstatic he
has agreed to be our ambassador this year, extending his lifelong connection

‘Luna Gale’ to open at Allen Theatre

Cleveland
Play
House’s (CPH) monumental 100th Season continues
with the regional premiere of
Luna Gale. CPH welcomes
back film and stage legend
Austin Pendleton to direct
this contemporary drama that
begs the question “To whom
do you belong?” Written by
Rebecca Gilman, recipient of
the 2015 Roe Green Award,
Luna Gale runs February 27
– March 20 in the intimate
Allen Theatre.
Cleveland
Play
House’s generous sponsors
include Centennial Season
Sponsor Key Bank and Community Outreach Sponsor
Dominion, as well as Dorsky
+ Yue International Architecture LLC, and c.c. hodgson
Architectural Group.
“Rebecca Gilman’s

strategic, smart and humorous play Luna Gale is a wonderful addition to the Centennial season,” CPH Artistic
Director Laura Kepley said.
“The play touches on a variety of topical issues that are
polarizing and divisive, and
we expect that it will spark
conversation and respectful
debate among our audience,
and within the community.
We are also eager to welcome back director Austin
Pendleton, and are delighted
that he will be at the helm of
this incredible production.”
How do we make
the right decision when there
is no clear “right?” It’s a
quandary seasoned social
worker Caroline faces every
day. But her newest case is
proving to be her toughest
yet.

Luna Gale takes
an honest look at an interfamily custody dispute over
the fate of baby Luna Gale.
Luna’s parents have issues,
but Caroline must decide if
those issues warrant taking
a child away from loving
parents.
This riveting, suspenseful, and topical play
from Pulitzer Prize finalist
Rebecca Gilman plunges us
headfirst into the turbulent
waters of parenthood, faith
and love.
Luna Gale tickets
range in price from $20-$90
each. To order single tickets
please call 216-241-6000 or
visit clevelandplayhouse.
com. Groups of 10+ save
up to 40% off single ticket
prices; call 216-400-7027.

Five of the most daring voices in African American literature today explore
the sizzling, wildly popular

genre of erotica in this unique
collection edited by the author
who “cleverly delivers all that
her name stands for: Never

Tell Your Secrets” (Zane).
Dare to embrace
your wild side as five of
the brightest imaginations
in black literature today—
Michelle Cuttino, Shakir
Rashaan, Anna Black, Jada
Pearl, and N’Tyse—come together to weave an unforgettable exploration of female
liberation and self-gratifying
sexual healing.
These risqué tales of
steamy passion bloom from
illicit affairs, secret fetishes,
romantic flings, and pure unadulterated happenstance.
N’Tyse juggles her
writing career with her work
as a full-time mother, wife,
and filmmaker. She is the
author of Twisted Seduction,
Twisted Vows of Seduction,
Gutta Mamis, and Twisted
Entrapment, and the executive producer of the documentary film Beneath My Skin.

‘Cougar Cocktales’ deals with erotica
Junie’s Affordable Transportation

Cash, Money Orders, NO Checks Please!
Make Money Orders Payable To: Robert Williams Jr.
Pick Up Location: 10210 Woodland Avenue (Rear)
Cleveland, Ohio 44104
Every Monday
Grafton Correction........... $40.00
Morning Visit Time 8:00 a.m. To 11:00 a.m.
NO Refunds
Afternoon Visit Time 12:00 p.m. To 3:00 p.m.
Money Must Be In A Week
In Advance NO Exceptions
Every Wednesday
Richland Correction..........$50.00
Visit Time 7:30 a.m. To 3:00 p.m.
Richland Correction Goes by Odd Number Day Visit Or Even Number

Day Visit You Could Contact Richland Correction For That
Information Or You Could Also Contact:
Junie’s Affordable Transportation
Every Friday
Mansfield Correction..........$50.00
Visit Time 8:00 a.m. To 2:00 p.m.
Saturday Reservations Only
Marion Correction..........$60.00
Visit Time 8:00 a.m. To 3:00 p.m.
Children Under 12 Years Of Age Ride Half Price
Proof Of Childs Age Is Required

For Information Contact: Junie: (216) 795-1705 Or (216) 269-6636

to Detroit and years of
commitment to this Festival,” said Chris Collins,
Artistic Director of the
Detroit Jazz Festival. “His
personality and music are
iconic and greatly reflect
our values at the Detroit
Jazz Festival -- artistry,
expression and sharing the
human experience through
jazz.”
Carter was born
in Ferndale, Michigan, in
1937. He moved to Detroit

when he was ten-years-old
and later attended Cass
Technical High School.
He earned a bachelor’s
degree from the Eastman
School of Music in Rochester, New York, and his
master’s degree in double
bass performance from the
Manhattan School of Music in New York City in
1961.
Carter’s prolific
catalogue features records
with many jazz, rock and
blues greats including
Tommy Flanagan, Gil Evans, Lena Horne, Bill Evans, B.B. King, the Kronos
Quartet, Dexter Gordon,
Wes Montgomery, Bobby
Timmons and more. Carter
spent much of the ‘60s as
a member of Miles Davis
Quintet, which also featured pianist Herbie Hancock, saxophonist Wayne
Shorter and drummer Tony
Williams. He has toured
the U.S. and Europe extensively.
Throughout his
career, Carter has been
named “Outstanding Bass-

In Memoriam

August 28, 1942-February 22, 2015

Family
and
friends of Frank Nelson, Jr.
remember him on the first
anniversary of his death.
‘Til
memory
fades & life departs, you’ll
live forever in our hearts.

ist of the Decade” by The
Detroit News, “Jazz Bassist of the Year” by DownBeat and “Most Valuable
Player” by the National
Academy of Recording
Arts and Sciences. He was
elected to the DownBeat
Jazz Hall of Fame in 2012.
The
official
Artist-in-Residence announcement was made
Monday night during a
performance by pianist
and composer, Randy
Weston with the Wayne
State University Big Band
“Celebrating the Music of

Randy Weston and Melba
Liston” at the Max M. &
Marjorie S. Fisher Music
Center in Detroit.
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Islam In The Community

Is ISIS Islamic or not? Should it matter?
Editor’s Note: Mohamed
Ghilan is a classically trained
student in Islamic law and
theology. He is currently a
neuroscience PhD candidate
at the University of Victoria,
Canada
By MOHAMED GHILAN

Muslims around the
world have exerted countless
efforts and continue to vehemently assert that actions carried out by extremist groups
such as the Islamic State, also
known as the Islamic State in
Iraq and Sham (ISIS), have

nothing to do with Islam.
However, despite
an official letter signed by
some 126 Muslim scholars
and theologians condemning
ISIS on theological grounds,
a number of popularized articles insist on continuing to
provide explanations that revolve around religion-based
topics, including the rise of
Wahhabism in Saudi Arabia,
how the Saudis exported this
type of extremist ideology
and used petro dollars to fuel
the rise of Salafism, and how
ISIS’ theology is based on

apocalyptic notions present
in Islamic texts.
In contrast to academics offering intellectually
lazy, even if lengthy, analyses
that can serve more as examples of fundamental attribution error, Al Jazeera English
presenter, Mehdi Hasan articulates in his recent article for
the NewStatesman, that actual experts who have in fact
worked closely with violent
extremists assert, “religion
has a role but it is a role of
justification.
It’s not why they do

A Look At My World

Tread lightly in that sacred area
By DR. JAMES L. SNYDER

Right up front let
me say that in no way am
I superstitious (knock-onwood). I am the kind of
person who believes in the
practical side of life. One
plus one equals two and that
is the way I like to live my
life. No common core math
for me.
I don’t like to propagate the idea that one place
is more important than another. I think everything
should be on equal standing. If it is good for one
person, it may not be good
for another person. There is
the apple fritters side, then
there is the broccoli side
and the twain shall never
meet.
That being said, a
certain issue has developed
between the Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage and
Yours Truly. The area of the
issue has to do with sacred
areas within our house. She
has rules and those rules
need to be obeyed, not negotiated.
How many times
I have gotten into trouble
thinking that her rules were
simply approximations that
could be negotiated under
good terms. Wrong!
Certain areas in our
home are considered sacred,
at least from her viewpoint.
And may the heavens shutter in thunder if I violate
one of her sacred areas.
For the most part,
it does not really affect me
too much. I am glad to stay
away from the dishwasher,
the washing machine and
the dryer.
I’m okay with that.
There was that one
time when she was away, I
wanted to surprise her by

doing all of the dirty dishes.
I loaded up the dishwasher,
dumped in some soap (How
was I to know you were
supposed to measure the
dishwashing detergent?)
and turn the thing on. I
needed to run to the store
to get something and when
I returned the dishwasher
was washing the kitchen
floor. The kitchen floor was
knee-deep in soapy water.
You can imagine
the trouble I was in. I had
a life sentence adjudicated
against me forbidding me to
touch that dishwasher ever
again. So far, I have been
good to that judgment.
Through the years,
we have negotiated a little
in one area and that is that
my study and desk is off
limits to her. This has been
a great trial on her part. Several occasions she has tried
to violate this agreement,
but I have always come
back with this, “You touch
my things and I’ll touch
your things!” It has worked
so far.
I can understand all
of these “sacred areas” in
our home. I do not question
it in the least, an agreement
is an agreement.
I do, however, have
some problems with one sacred area in our home. That
area is the refrigerator. I
have been warned time and
time again that I am to “stay
out of the refrigerator.”
My defense is simply that I never, ever get
“in” the refrigerator. So,
technically, I am staying out
of the refrigerator.
Ha ha ha. The other
occupant of our blissful domicile, however, does not
find that in the least bit humorous. At least I try.
It is not that I like

Want To Buy

Ali-Wepner
Boxing Poster
March 24, 1975
“Chance Of A Lifetime”

Muhammad Ali
vs.
Chuck Wepner
Illustrated Cardboard
Poster - 14” x 22”
Boxing Show Held At The Richfield
Coliseum (Richfield, Ohio)
Also Interested In Buying
The “On-Site” Boxing Program

Call: (330) 856-7047 Or
(216)721-1674

the refrigerator so much as
I like the items in the refrigerator. Now it is not my
fault because if my wife
would not put so many delicious things in the refrigerator there would be no temptation on my part.
I am never tempted
concerning things I do not
like.
For
example,
she has the silly idea that
I should be on a diet. Of
course, her idea of a diet is
a little bit different from my
idea of a diet.
My idea of a diet is
to watch what you eat.
Her idea of a diet is
not to eat certain things.
I am not sure how
this can come together because I never eat anything
I do not look at first. I am
extremely careful of what
I put in my mouth. I would
simply die if by mistake I
put a piece of broccoli in
my mouth. So, I watch what
I eat.
If my wife would
not be such a great cook, I
would not be attracted to the
refrigerator. The best meals
that we ever have are what
some refer to as “leftovers.”
Nothing is more delicious
than these “leftovers” from
some fantastic meal that has
been prepared.
Sometimes I do not
wait for these “leftovers” to
migrate from the refrigerator to the dining room table.
Often I will hear,
“What happened to that potato salad I had in the refrigerator?”
Well, to be honest,
it migrated from the refrigerator to my stomach and all
I can say, “It was delicious.”
“Don’t you know,”
she will say, “that I was saving that potato salad for dinner tonight?”
If I were not such a
wimp, I would say to her, “I
saved you the trouble and ate
it before hand.” Then I really
would be in trouble.
However, sacred is
sacred and I am trying to understand that her idea of sacred is what runs our household.
The apostle Paul
understood this idea of sacred. “What? know ye not
that your body is the temple
of the Holy Ghost which is in
you, which ye have of God,
and ye are not your own?” (1
Corinthians 6:19).
The most sacred
area is my body and if I am
a Christian, belongs to God.
Violating that sacred area, I
am answerable to God.
Rev. James L. Snyder is pastor of the Family of
God Fellowship, Ocala, FL.
Call him at 352-687-4240
or e-mail jamessnyder2@att.
net. The church web site is
www.whatafellowship.com.

this [or] why young people
go there.”
Still, the allure behind the popularity of the
religion-focused discourse
in the West partly lies in its
ability to trivialize the role of
politics and Western foreign
policy vis-à-vis the Middle
East North Africa (MENA)
region.
The focus on Islam
here places the blame for extremism on an internal factor
to the people of MENA rather than acknowledging it to
be primarily a last resort type
reaction to neocolonialist external forces that have been
ensuring the subjugation of
these populations for the past
century.
When it comes to
MENA, Western foreign policy is more concerned with
securing economic and political interests than in facilitating the realization of the
right for self-determination.
For instance, Ryan C. Crocker, the former U.S. ambassador to Afghanistan, Iraq,
and Syria, previously noted
in a New York Times article
why the U.S. prefers to have
a murderous dictator such as
Bashar Al Assad to remain
in power in Syria by rhetorically asking, “…do we really
want the alternative – a major country at the heart of the
Arab world in the hands of Al
Qaeda?”
Little did Crocker
know, six months after he
asked this question, ISIS, a
group that has eclipsed Al
Qaeda in all measures, declared a pseudo-state they refer to as an Islamic caliphate
spanning a third of Iraq and
a third of Syria, an area approximately the size of Britain.
The majority of
over 1.6 billion Muslims with
their scholars and theologians have taken Islam as an a
priori guide for renouncing
terrorism, whereas the minority represented by ISIS militants and their sympathizers
utilized Islam as a post hoc
justification for extremist violence.
Furthermore, as previously noted by Middle East
scholar, H.A. Hellyer, ISIS
represents a severance from
the Islamic tradition having
rejected the interpretative
methodology used by Muslim scholars for the past 14
centuries, and broke a connected chain of transmission

and understanding that goes
all the way back to the Prophet Muhammad.
From an Islamic
perspective, quoting passages from the Quran or isolated historical reports to make
an action legitimate is never
sufficient. One cannot simply skip over peer reviewed
scholarly authority, which
has been established for over
1400 years, pretend none of
it exists, and then claim their
actions are congruent with
Islamic teachings. But ISIS
militants do this all the time.
Accepting their claims not
only grants them a religious
credibility they crave but do
not deserve, but also harms
Muslim-led efforts to counter
radicalization.
A significant media
problem that inadvertently
plays into ISIS’ recruitment
strategies is the use of language. There is a difference
between referring to radicalization as a personal process
vs. a religious awakening. In
other words, radical Islam
gives the impression that total adherence to Islamic tenets will inevitably lead one
to becoming a terrorist. This
is why attributing the causal
source of extremism to Islam
is Islamophobic.
It gives credence to
the idea that perfectly pleasant and law-abiding Muslims
are walking ticking bombs,
who at any moment may
lash out and commit atrocities should they realize that
their religion really expects
them to do so. Moreover,
the perception of such media
platforms as Islamophobic
propaganda mouthpieces for
their enemies vindicates accusations from ISIS that they
are truly fighting a war in defense of Islam.
The media’s role
in promoting Islamophobia through the current religion-focused discussions of
extremism is further exacerbated by the constant use of
Arabic terms to refer to Islamic concepts. Foreign and
technical language gives the
impression of mystery and
creates fear as it compounds
uncertainties. Although referring to concepts that cannot
be translated into single English words, Jihad, caliphate,
and Sharia, do refer to specific actions that can in fact be
translated.
In their own perception of what they are doing,

ISIS militants believe they
are engaged in a justified military struggle against forces
of oppression (a jihad), and
want to build a state (caliphate) governed by a rule of
law that is above the whims
of anyone who ascends to
political leadership (Sharia).
Put this way, discussions in
the West will no longer be
about Islam, but about the
actual causal factors that
brought about ISIS, and will
propose solutions that actually have merit and a chance
at curbing or eliminating this
form of senseless violent extremism.
The religious rhetoric and theological justifications provided by ISIS
militants, and the subsequent
focus on Islam to understand
why this group behaves the
way that it does are all reductive efforts to treat a complex
problem in the most simplistic way.
The ability of ISIS
to quote verses from the
Quran, as well as bring up
isolated historical examples,
albeit most of which are actually unverified reports, is
not indicative of authenticity
to Islam or validity of interpretation. Ali ibn Abī Tālib,
the cousin of the Prophet
Muhammad, said if he lost a
camel he could find it in the
Quran.
The appeal ISIS has
for its sympathizers and potential recruits lies not necessarily in having “Islamic” as

In the name of Allah the Beneficent, the Merciful

"ISLAM IN THE COMMUNITY"

For questions or more information on ISLAM contact:
UZAIR ABDUR-RAZZAAQ
(216) 721-1146
e-mail: masjidalmumin@yahoo.com
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Volunteers boosting anti-poverty work
Hundreds of volunteers who boost povertyfighting work in Ohio are
being honored during National AmeriCorps Week.
The Ohio Association of Foodbanks places
AmeriCorps VISTA members at hunger and antipoverty nonprofit organizations, where they build
organizational, administrative and financial capacity.
“We really care
about the cause and we
aren’t just there to sit be-

hind a desk,” said VISTA
member Taylor Vaughn, a
food-pantry coordinator for
Mature Services in Akron.
“We actually are willing to
go that extra mile and make
the difference that we are
here to make.”
AmeriCorps VISTA leader Hannah Jones,
who provides training and
support to VISTA members
during their time of service,
said volunteers attain skills
that go beyond volunteering.

Hallie Watson to speak at Masjid Bilal
On March 13th,
for Masjid Bilal’s second
Sunday breakfast, the guest
speaker will be Hallie Watson. Watson is the funeral
director for Watson’s Funeral Home.
She will give a
short presentation and answer any questions the attendees may have.
The mosque en-

courages its members to
have something in place
whether it’s an insurance
policy or some other arrangement in preparation
for the final stages.
Watson will have
available different options
in case of financial hardships. Breakfast starts at 9
a.m. at a cost of $7.00 per
person.

part of their name, but in its
presentation as a formidable
force against the tyranny and
corruption of local rulers, as
well as against powerful external enemies.
Al Qaeda also uses
religious rhetoric. But it does
not have the weapons, the
viral social media presence,
or the powerful projection
ISIS has managed to portray.
Researchers have concluded
that no single profile can be
made for who will be radicalized. But one thing is for
sure – when a large number
of people feel despair, they
will look for meaning in ugly
ways.
ISIS cannot be neutralized by more analyses of
the Islamic legal tradition
or what conservative school
of Islamic thought received
support from which country.
It also cannot be neutralized
by overhauling Islamic education to curb extremism, as
proposed by the grand imam
of the Islamic Al-Azhar University in Egypt. Those who
see the world as Islam Yaken saw it will not heed any
calls that will not bring about
change.
And they certainly
will not accept any religious
authority that maintains the
status quo.
Empowering those
who feel violence is their
only way towards change is
the only effective strategy for
countering extremism today
and in the future.

Call (330) 856-7047 or (216) 721-1674
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Legal Court Interpretation

Fire, punitive damages set by court
By JUSTICE PAUL E. PFEIFER

In 2004, a fire destroyed Building 3 of the Village Green Apartments, in
Beachwood, Ohio. An investigator determined that the fire
originated between the ceiling
of the second story and the
floor just above it as a direct
result of construction defects.
Three years later, a
fire broke out in another building – Building 8 – of the apartment complex. The investigator – who concluded that the
fire originated in the space between the floor and ceiling of
apartments 210 and 310 – detailed various National Electric Code violations, including
unsecured feeder cables and
wires double stapled. There
was also extensive infiltration
of water within the building.
At trial, the investigator testified that he was 100
percent certain that the fire
was caused by “faulty electrical wiring contaminated by
water leaks” within the building.
Following the 2007
fire, Carlos Sivit and several
other tenants filed suit against
Village Green of Beachwood,
L.P., and Forest City Residential Management, Inc., claiming that the building had been
negligently constructed.
Sivit also claimed
that Village Green had negligently maintained electrical
wiring in violation of the Ohio
Landlord-Tenant Act. After a
jury trial, Village Green was
found liable. The jury awarded compensatory damages of
$582,146, punitive damages
of $2,000,000, and attorney
fees of $1,040,000.
Village Green appealed, but the court of appeals affirmed the trial court’s
verdict. After that, Village
Green brought an appeal be-

fore us – the Ohio Supreme
Court.
Village Green argued that the action brought
by Sivit was a tort and thus a
different Ohio law – other than
the Ohio Landlord-Tenant Act
– applied to the case. Broadly
defined, a tort is a civil wrong
– other than breach of contract
– for which a remedy may be
obtained, usually in the form
of damages.
But the court of appeals concluded that Village
Green and Sivit had a contractual agreement – which is true
– and that “injurious conduct
arising out of the contract is
not a tort action.” But that’s
not necessarily true.
While Village Green
and Sivit had a contractual
agreement, the harm caused
wasn’t the result of a contractual breach; it was the result
of a violation of the LandlordTenant Act, which constitutes
negligence per se.
We concluded that
this is a tort action and, therefore, that it is subject to Ohio’s
tort law. That law states that
“in a tort action,” a “court
shall not enter judgment for
punitive…damages in excess
of two times the amount of the
compensatory damages ...”
The compensatorydamages awarded by the jury
totaled $582,146. The punitive damages awarded totaled
$2,000,000, which is more
than twice the total compensatory damages. Accordingly,
it’s clear that the award of punitive damages is contrary to
the mandate in the tort law.
In a case from 1994,
our court established that,
“The purpose of punitive
damages is not to compensate
a plaintiff, but to punish and
deter certain conduct.” In that
1994 case, we reiterated that
an award of punitive damages

requires that actual malice be
proven, and we defined “actual malice” as either “that state
of mind under which a person’s conduct is characterized
by hatred, ill will or a spirit of
revenge” or “a conscious disregard for the rights and safety of other persons that has a
great probability of causing
substantial harm.”
We also discussed
the difficulty of determining
an appropriate amount of punitive damages. As the Tenth
District Court of Appeals has
noted: “No simple mathematical formula can be applied as
to either a minimum or maximum, and there is a wide
range between those figures.
The decision rests as much
on policy considerations as it
does anything else and some
degree of arbitrariness cannot
be totally divorced from the
decision, whether made by us
or by the jury.”
We therefore ordered reduction of the amount
of punitive damages to twice
the amount of compensatory
damages that were awarded,
which we deemed an appropriate amount to deter the
conduct at issue in this case.
Village Green also
challenged the trial court’s
decision to allow the claim
for punitive damages to go to
the jury. But it’s well established that a reviewing court
“will not disturb a decision of
the trial court as to a determination of damages absent an
abuse of discretion.”
When we reviewed
the record, we saw nothing
that indicated that the trial
court abused its discretion
when it allowed the claim
for punitive damages to go to
the jury. The fire in 2007 had
substantially the same cause
as the fire in 2004. The circumstances in both fires – the

conscious disregard of code
violations that affected health
and safety – were more than
enough for the jury to conclude that Village Green had
acted with “a conscious disregard for the rights and safety
of other persons that has a
great probability of causing
substantial harm.”
Given that, we concluded that the trial court’s
decision to allow the issue of
punitive damages to go to the
jury was not an abuse of discretion.
Village Green also
argued that it could not be
held liable for defects of
which it was unaware. But
that wasn’t the issue in this
case. There had been a previous fire in a different building
started by the same cause as
this fire.
There were sufficient facts upon which the
jury could determine that
Village Green was aware of
the potential – indeed likelihood – of a fire. The trial
court didn’t abuse its discretion in allowing the jury to
determine that Village Green
had failed to comply with the
Landlord-Tenant Act.
In summary, we affirmed the court of appeals
– by a seven-to-zero vote –
with respect to all issues related to the verdict except the
award of punitive damages.
We agreed with Village Green
that the amount of punitive
damages exceeded the limit
prescribed by the tort law.
Therefore,
we
held that punitive damages
in the amount of two times
the award of compensatory
damages is the appropriate amount and sent the case
back to the trial court to set
the amount of damages.

Weekly Wealth For Your Health

Tips for planning a property-sharing vacation
By NATHANIEL SILLIN

If you’ve thought
about renting property on
vacation, keep in mind that
it’s become a lot easier –
and in some ways, harder.
Much of the vacation rental process has
moved online, making the
process simpler and more
accessible. Also, the socalled “sharing economy”
has allowed more people in
the lodging business renting rooms and dwellings. In
fact, a 2015 study by consulting firm EY notes that in
one year alone, the world’s
dominant online room-sharing company – less than 10
years old – added more listings to its inventory than the
largest global hotel companies added rooms during the
same period.
So vacation rentals are easier than ever,
right? Possibly, but you still
need to protect your money against disappointing
choices and possible fraud.
Before committing to any
kind of property rental or
property-sharing vacation,
do your homework. Here
are five tips to get started:
1. Evaluate your
destination fully. The busiest tourist destinations generally have the broadest
range of lodging options

– from luxury hotels to hostels. Vacation rentals are
usually a happy medium,
located in desirable neighborhoods with a homey feel
and kitchen availability that
can make a stay a lot cheaper. However, every destination has certain ways of
handling vacation rentals.
While the newer generation
of property-sharing companies might be active here,
evaluate traditional options
like vacation property brokers and listing services to
compare prices and offerings. Also, search the name
and address of the vacation
property you’re considering
with the words “vacation
rental scam” to see if any
indication of fraud, crime or
other trouble turns up.
2. Check local
short-term rental laws.
While it’s generally easier
to do this domestically than
abroad, make sure the kind
of vacation rental you’re
considering is legal. Check
recent news clips or contact a local tourism bureau
or chamber of commerce
to see whether your target
municipality doesn’t have
legal or zoning restrictions
on your chosen rental.
3. Verify the renter
personally and with local
experts and agencies. If
your renter is reputable, he
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or she should be more than
willing to have a detailed
conversation about the
property, costs, financial arrangements and onsite rules
– including deadbolt locks
you can control if you are
renting rooms within their
residence. Make time to call
the local tourism bureau,
chamber of commerce, or
the local chapter of the Better Business Bureau (http://
www.bbb.org)
4. for any details
about the renter or the
property. Ask the renter
for referrals from previous renters, if possible, and
consider the Federal Trade
Commission’s (FTC) Scam
Watch travel page (https://
www.consumer.ftc.gov/taxonomy/term/877) for extensive updated advice on renting out-of-town property.
5. Ask for all completed agreements and liability insurance documentation before paying. Before
you reserve, ask to see all
contract information with
pricing and scheduling information filled in as well
as proof of insurance on the
rental property. You should
understand all payment and
property rules affecting
your stay and what might
happen if there is acciden-

tal damage to the property
while you’re there. Share
these documents with your
home or rental insurer for
input before you sign. If
a renter hesitates to share
this information, you might
want to consider other options. Also, review your
personal health, property
and liability coverage to
make sure you’re protected
during the trip.
6. Weigh all
spending risks of the rental
transaction. If you’re planning to rent vacation property, take the extra step of
calling your credit card and
travel insurance companies
to determine whether they
offer any particular protections in case something
goes wrong with the rental.
It’s a good way to review
the full range of protection available to you on
any out-of-town trip. And
if a vacation landlord asks
for advance cash payment
– particularly wired money
– be very cautious. Many
travel scams begin with
wired cash.
Bottom line: Planning an upcoming vacation? Before you commit
to a vacation rental, vet
the owner and the property
thoroughly.
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You And The Law
Title IX: Sexual discrimination, violence
Q: What is Title IX?
A: Title IX of the
Education Amendments of
1972 is a federal civil rights
law that prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex in
federally funded education
programs and activities. All
public and private elementary
and high schools, school districts, colleges and universities that receive any federal
financial assistance must fully
comply with Title IX. While
most people think of Title IX
as prohibiting sexual harassment and sexual violence, including dating violence, rape,
and sexual assault, it also applies to school admissions,
financial assistance, athletics,
and the treatment of pregnant
students.
Q: Does Title IX apply to all students?
A: Title IX protects
all students at federally funded institutions from sexual
discrimination and sexual violence. This includes elementary students through graduate students; male and female
students; full-time and parttime students; and students
with and without disabilities.
Almost all private schools,
including colleges and universities, must comply with Title
IX because they receive federal funding through federal
financial aid programs used
by their students.
Q: Who enforces Title IX?
A: The U.S. Department of Education’s Office for
Civil Rights (OCR) enforces
Title IX’s requirements. Under Title IX, a federally funded
institution must ensure that no
student is denied or limited in
his or her ability to participate
in or benefit from a school’s
educational programs or activities on the basis of sex.
A school fails to protect a student’s rights when
the school is notified about
an incident of sexual violence
and/or a hostile environment,
but fails to remedy its effects
and prevent its recurrence.
A Title IX coordinator within an institution works
to ensure Title IX compliance
and enforcement, and oversees an institution’s grievance
procedures for Title IX complaints.
These procedures
generally include investigations and hearings to determine whether sexual harassment or violence occurred.
A “preponderance of the evidence” standard (meaning it
is more likely than not that
sexual harassment or violence
occurred) governs Title IX
proceedings.
Q: If I am a victim
of sexual discrimination or
violence at school, what steps
would I take to report it?
A: Every institution
has its own grievance procedures, which may vary depending on the nature of your
allegation and the number of
other students who may also
be involved. Generally, as
a first step, you would file a
written complaint with a Title
IX coordinator who will then
interview you and the alleged
perpetrator.
Following
these
meetings, an institution may
opt to use the services of an
independent Title IX inves-

tigator, who is expected to
conduct an adequate, reliable, impartial and prompt
investigation. You and all
other parties to a Title IX
complaint will be allowed
to present witnesses and evidence. As part of the investigation, your student files and
any relevant police investigative reports may also be
reviewed.
While an investigation is pending, an institution
must protect you. For example, your school may prohibit
contact between you and the
alleged perpetrator, and may
offer no-cost counseling and
other mental health services,
in addition to academic support services such as tutoring.
When the investigation is concluded, a hearing
may take place to determine
whether the alleged conduct
occurred, although Title IX
does not necessarily require
it. Ultimately, you and any
other party(ies) must be notified in writing about the outcome of your complaint.
Q: Can my lawyer
represent me in a Title IX investigation?
A: Yes. However,
Title IX requires that, if an
institution permits you to
have legal counsel or an advisor, all other parties must
have the option to choose
the same type of representation. Counsel for an accused
student may be critical, especially in cases involving potentially criminal conduct.
Q: Can there be a
parallel criminal investigation to a Title IX complaint?
A: Yes. The Office
of Civil Rights has advised
institutions not to wait for a
criminal investigation and/
or prosecution to conclude.
Rather, institutions are advised to work with campus
police and local law enforce-

ment offices during investigations.
Schools may share
information with law enforcement investigators, as long as
they comply with the Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and other
privacy laws.
Q: Can an institution
handle complaints of alleged
sexual violence that did not
take place on school grounds
or at a school-sponsored
event?
A: Yes. Title IX
requires an institution to
process all sexual violence
complaints. Even if the alleged conduct occurred off
campus or at an event unrelated to school activities, an
institution must still evaluate
whether the impact of the alleged conduct creates a hostile environment on campus
or at an off-campus educational program or activity.
Q: Can an attorney
help me navigate the Title IX
process?
A: Yes. Attorneys
can be an integral part of navigating the Title IX process
and any parallel criminal investigation. Counsel can help
you prepare a witness statement, communicate with university and government officials, negotiate a resolution
and oversee case outcomes.
This “Law You Can
Use” column was provided
by the Ohio State Bar Association (OSBA). It was prepared by Kristina W. Supler
and Susan C. Stone, attorneys
at McCarthy, Lebit, Crystal &
Liffman Co., LPA.
Articles appearing
in this column are intended to
provide broad, general information about the law.
Before applying this
information to a specific legal
problem, readers are urged to
seek advice from an attorney.

Support for shifting youth prison strategies
troubled kids become positive, contributing members of
society.
“When youths go
away to a facility, they may
learn skills in a vacuum
where they’re away from
their peers, their family, their
environment,” Davies said.
Davies said Ohio
has been a national leader
in transitioning to safe, less
expensive, more effective
programs. She said there
were nearly 3,000 youths
in locked-down facilities in
1992, compared with about
1,000 today. Ohio once had
more than 10 juvenile prisons
and is down to three.

Ohio’s three juvenile prisons are among the
oldest in the nation, and there
is a new push to shutter them
along with facilities in 28
other states.
A new national
campaign calling for the closures, Youth First, released a
poll Thursday showing that
about 77 percent of Americans favor changing the focus of the juvenile-justice
system from incarceration to
rehabilitation.
Erin Davies, executive director of the Juvenile Justice Coalition in
Ohio, said prisons are not
a safe, supportive environment that’s needed to help

DR. G. WOJAI
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Zips softball win in Alabama

On the final day of the Alabama State Tournament, the Akron Softball
team dominates the Howard Bison en route to a five inning 9-0 win to give Akron its
first weekend series win of the year going 4-1 at the three-day tournament in Montgomery, Alabama. “Very happy with the weekend overall going 4-1, that’s very important. Erin (Seiler) did a good job, Savannah (Fruin) got back on track and our defense
looks a lot sharper,” said head coach Julie Jones. “Hopefully we can carry this momentum into the next couple of weekends and on into the MAC.” The Zips improved to
6-9 with the win, have won four-straight games and are 6-3 in their last nine games.
In the top of the second inning that Zips put up a season-high five runs in one inning.
The Howard pitcher walked four of the first five batters and walked in Akron’s first two
runs of the game. Freshman Gabrielle Fredericks (New Philadelphia, Ohio) hit into a
fielders choice but Schlosser was able scored from third. With runners at second and
third following a double steal, sophomore Taylor Kirian (New Riegel, Ohio) poked a
single into right-center field clearing the bases to give the Zips a 5-0 lead.
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King’s Gym Boxing Club will sponsor “Friday Night
Fights” an amateur boxing show on Friday, March 18 at 7:00
p.m. at Word Church Multiplex, 18909 S. Miles Rd. Warrensville
Heights. For information, call Ed King at 440-439-5464 or Alex
Cooper at 440-336-5032.

Akron Basketball released its Akron Basketball Camps
schedule for the upcoming camp season on Wednesday. The Zips’
summer camp schedule will include five camps, including the newly-created Lil’ Zips Camp, the Offensive Skills Camp, the Junior
Varsity and Varsity Team Shootout, the Zips Basketball School and
the Guard Academy. Students registering for the Lil’ Zips Camp,
Offensive Skills Camp, Zips Basketball School and Guard Academy
can save $15.00 per camp if registered by May 15. In addition to
the Early Bird registration special, campers can earn a multi-camper
discount of $15 off the second camper and a multi-session discount
of $10 off the second session.

Cavs recover from loss with win
By KARL BRYANT

LeBron James scores on a breakaway as the Cavs rallied
late against the Grizzlies, but just came up short in a loss’ 106-103.
(ESDN Photo by Bill Moore of Minority Publishers Assn.)

Zips start summer basketball camp

The Cavs recovered
from a bummer of a home
game against Memphis by
taking it to Sacramento Monday night. After committing
a season-high 25 turnovers
against the Grizzlies, the
Cavs calmed down in a win
over the Kings, reducing their
giveaways to 13.
In the 106-103 loss to
Memphis, the Cavs were giving the ball away nearly three
times as many times as the
Grizzlies were, before starting their own takeaway rally
the final 14 ½ minutes of the
game.
The Cavs gave away
30 points off of their 25 turnovers, but thanks to scoring
13 points off of six 4th quarter takeaways, ended up scoring 29 points off of 17 Memphis turnovers.

After being behind
the entire game, the Cavs
managed to take a one-point
lead with 2:43 remaining
and again with 45 seconds
left, but the Grizzlies came
back to regain the lead for
good. Kyrie Irving actually
had a three miss its mark at
the buzzer, which would have
tied. LeBron James led the
Cavs with 28 points and Irving, who led the Cavs with
seven turnovers, scored 27
points.
The Grizzlies, who
were missing four starters,
including Marc Gasol, who
will be out for the year, were
able to dress only eight players. Tony Allen led them with
26 points. Grizzle veteran
Vince Carter added 15 points,
including four free throws
down the stretch. Almost certainly because it was a win
over a quality opponent in a

shorthanded situation, a joyous Memphis Coach David
Joerger proclaimed, “This
was my biggest win in nine
years of coaching.” He lauded his charges, saying, “They
played their hearts out. We
had guys cramping, but they
left it all out there.”
Fortunately,
the
Cavs were able to regroup
in a 120-111 win over Sacramento. Three Cavs players recorded double-doubles,
with James scoring 25 points
with 11 rebounds, Kevin
Love scoring 17 points with
10 rebounds, and Tristan
Thompson, starting since
Timofey Mozgov missed the
game with an illness, scored
18 points with 15 rebounds

– seven of them on the offensive glass. Irving led Cleveland with 30 points.
DeMarcus Cousins
led the Kings with 29 points
although he made only eight
of 22 shots from the field. He
did go to the Charity Stripe
18 times, where he cashed
in on a dozen. The game was
tied at 96-all before the Cavs
regained the lead and then
pulled away. The Cavs also
scored 120 points against the
Kings in a 120-100 win on
Monday, February 8.
The Cavs play three
more road games while the
Mid-American Conference
Tournament is being held at
Quicken Loans Arena this
week.

Akron’s team avoid upsets
By KARL BRYANT

The Mid-American Conference Basketball Tournament just
began and Ohio University, on the women’s
side, is already out. Akron’s women managed
to advance just by the
skin of their teeth. At
press time, Akron’s men
also just advanced by
the skin of their teeth.
The Kent State men and
women teams already
have been eliminated.
Over in the Horizon
League
Tournament,
Cleveland State and
Youngstown State men
lost 1st Round games to
end their seasons.
The
women’s
team at Ohio University
on paper was the best
team in the MAC. They
only had trouble with
Buffalo – suffering their
only two conference
losses to the Bulls. Unfortunately for the topseeded Bobcats, in the
quarterfinals they drew
Buffalo – which had
won a 1st round game
over Bowling Green
- and the Bulls did it
again, winning 72-60.

Buffalo, the 8th seed,
scored 18 points off of
13 OU turnovers and
held the Bobcats to 38%
shooting. Ohio (24-6)
will now have to settle
for a WNIT bid.
Buffalo (18-13)
advances to play the 5thseeded Akron women,
who barely survived in
overtime against Toledo, 73-71. Akron tied it
at 60 to send it into OT
and Anita Brown scored
six of her game-high 37
points for the Zips to eke
out the victory.
In a game just
ended, Akron’s topseeded Men scarcely got
past another 8th seed
- Eastern Michigan, 6563. Reggie McAdams
scored 20 points for the
Zips before fouling out
with 42 seconds to play.
Raven Lee led EMU,
which substituted only
two players, with 23
points. Akron (19-12)
advances to the semifinals with a 25-7 record.
In a campus site
1st round game, Kent
State’s men were upset by Bowling Green,
70-69. Chris Ortiz and
Kellon Thomas of KSU

and Spencer Parker of
BGSU (15-17) shared
game-high honors with
18 points. The Golden Flashes, at 19-13,
should receive a bid to
some post-season tournament. The KSU women also lost a 1st round
game, 73-60. McKenna
Stephens’ 19 points led
KSU. At just 6-23, their
season has ended.
Cleveland
State men lost their
1st round tournament
game to eventual Horizon League Champion
Wisconsin-Green Bay,
65-53. Each team shot
an identical 36.2% from
the field, but Green Bay
won it at the foul line,
where they made 28 of
15 shots, compared to
the Vikings’ 14 of 21.
Tournament MVP Jordan Fouse scored 18
points for WGB and Demonte Flannigan scored
15 for CSU, who fin-

ished 9-23.
The Youngstown
State men lost to Detroit Mercy in a Horizon League 1st rounder,
92-79. Cameron Morse
led YSU with 26 points.
Carlton Brundidge led
Detroit with 28. The
Penguins finished the
season at 11-21.
The Lady Vikings and YSU Women
have yet to begin tournament play.

Jason Bush, (left) who is a Cleveland policeman in the Fourth
District and a former amateur boxer and Golden Gloves champion, congratulates his son Lamar McKinley on his win over Damien Norman of
Ashtabula at the National Slovenian Ballroom, 6400 St. Clair Avenue on
Saturday, February 27. (ESDN Photo by Melinda Rinehart)

By KARL BRYANT

tures.

Browns top Free Agents depart
Brownstown will
look different this year because their will be new players on the roster. Whether or
not they will be any good is
not known because the identity of those players has as
of yet, been undetermined.
Meanwhile, four starters
who were stalwarts have
chosen to go to greener pas-

Pro Bowlers, center Alex Mack and defensive back Tashaun Gipson,
signed with other teams.
Wide receiver and kick return specialist Travis Benjamin and offensive tackle
Mitchell Schwartz joined
them in saying “Goodbye.”
As of this writing, no Free
Agents have been signed by
the Browns.

This comes on the
heels of the changing of the
guard on the top of the organization as President Alec
Scheiner, who came over
from the Cowboys in 2012,
will give up his role in a couple of weeks. Supposedly, he
is to remain as a “consultant,”
but remember how Mike Holmgren disappeared after previous front office changes.
So, who really knows?

Boxing Nostalgia
By JIM AMATO

Oscar ‘Shotgun’ Albarado was a lethal puncher
He was a hard
banger and a crowd pleaser
who battled some of the best
welterweights of his era.
Eventually he would move
up to 154 pounds and win
a world title in that division. He thrilled crowds in
his home state of Texas and
would also become a popular draw on the West Coast.
He was Oscar Albarado and
they called him ” Shotgun.”
Born in 1948,
Albarado turned professional in 1966 and reeled
off 25 straight victories.
He suffered his first loss
via a decision to the highly
touted Hedgemon Lewis
in 1969. He came back in
1970 with two wins against
Youngstown, Ohio veteran L.C.Morgan. Albarado
would then drop verdicts
to rated contenders Adolph
Pruitt and ” Have Mercy Mr.

Albardo
Percy ” Pugh.
Albarado bounced
back with five straight wins
including a decision against
rugged Raul Soriano. He
was then upset during ten
rounds by Manuel Fierro.
In May of 1971,
Albarado met then undefeated Armando Muniz and
the two battled to a draw
in an action packed bout.
Albarado would then lose
a decision to top contender
Ernie ” Red ” Lopez. Al-

barado would win seven in
a row but in 1973 he was
surprised in one round by
Dino Del Cid. Albarado
came right back to stop Del
Cid in the second round of a
rematch.
In June of 1974 Albarado traveled to Tokyo,
Japan take on world junior
middleweight king Koichi
Wajima. In a tough battle
Albarado rallied to halt
Wajima at 1:57 of the 15th
round to capture the crown.
Albarado
would
return to Japan to defend
against Wajima’s countryman Ryu Sorimachi. Albarado retained his title
with a seventh round stoppage. It was back to Tokyo
again to face Wajima in a
rematch. This time Wajima
paced himself and fought a
smart fight in regaining his
title by decision. There was
no rubber match.

It would be more
than five years before Albarado boxed again and
it was obvious he was no
longer the same fighter. He
did find himself matched
with some pretty good
fighters though. In 1981
he was kayoed by Bobby
Czyz and Bernard ” Superbad ” Mays. In 1982,
he was taken out by Louis
Arcaries and John Collins.
Finally he was stopped in
two rounds by Ayub Kalule in his last fight.
Albarado ended
his 72 fight career with
a record of 58-13-1. He
scored 43 knockouts. He
was stopped seven times
but six of those stoppages
came after his five year
layoff. In his prime he was
a game and durable fighter
with a lethal punch.
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On The Town
MOVIES * MUSIC * THEATER * DANCE * RESTAURANTS * NIGHT LIFE

Comedians in ‘Festival of Laughs’ at Wolstein Center
the craft.’

Epps

Top veteran comedians Mike Epps, Sommore,
Earthquake and Tony Rock will
bring you the Cleveland Festival of Laughs at the Wolstein
Center on May 8th at 8:00 p.m.
Coming right off his
widely successful “Real Deal
Tour” and filming of STARZ
Survivors Remorse Epps ventures straight into 2016 with the
filming of ABC’s Uncle Buck
and the long awaited Richard
Pryor biopic.
Sommore had previously hit the road for the widely successful “Royal Comedy
Tour” and went on to host the
revival of BET Comic View.
Tickets range from
$55.00 - $128.00 and go on

Sommore

sale February 19th at the Wolstein
Center box office, Wolsteincenter.
com, Quicken Loans Arena Box
Office, Northeast Ohio Discount
Drug Marts and charge by phone
1-844-407-227
Comedian and actor
Epps has generated quite a buzz
among his peers and within the
industry for being one of the funniest comedic actors emerging in
the Hollywood spotlight. Epps
is currently on his own national
comedy tour, Mike Epps: Don’t
Take It Personal which is selling
out major concert venues across
the country.
It was recently announced that Epps would play
legendary comedian Richard Pryor in the star studded biopic set to

MENU TIPS
Pizza is a treat for movie night
(NAPSI)—Friday
nights are great for an evening
in and even better with a movie. Whether it’s with family,
friends or solo, there are a few
essentials that will turn regular
old movie night into the ultimate movie night.
It’s all about the
movie. Figure out ahead of
time who’s going to be there
and choose a movie based on
your audience.
Comfort is key. Be
sure to have plenty of throw
pillows and blankets. Dim the
lights as low as possible and
use a few votive candles to create the mood.
Food and drink are
all-important. Why watch a
movie without good things to
eat? Be sure to select a menu
that allows you to prepare everything in advance so all you
have to do is pop things in the
oven. If you’re watching an
Italian-themed movie, consider
an Italian menu.
Have a selection of
wine on hand and beer on ice
and don’t forget something
nonalcoholic.
Pizza is ideal and it
pairs perfectly with beer and
wine. Forget about ordering
in—it’s always cold and who
wants the pizza guy showing
up in the middle of your movie? Plan ahead, make it yourself and serve it with a simple
salad—it’s easy (see recipe).
Something to nosh on
while the pizza is in the oven?
Try mixing 4 ounces of roasted salted almonds or roasted
salted cashews with 1 (6-oz.)
can of Lindsay Naturals Green
Ripe Olives, drained with one
tablespoon of extra virgin olive
oil. Toss and enjoy.
What’s a movie
without popcorn, either storebought or microwaved—it
doesn’t matter as long as you
have it.
Top it all off with
something sweet-cookies, ice
cream or cupcakes are sure to
satisfy every sweet tooth.
Pizza with Green Olives, Caramelized Leeks, Goat
Cheese and Arugula
Prep Time: 40 minutes, plus time for dough to refrigerate overnight and to rise
Cook Time: 50 minutes
Servings: 4
Ingredients:
2 tablespoons warm
water (105 to 115° F)
½ teaspoon active
dry yeast
1⅓ cups all-purpose
flour, plus more for the work
surface

flour
to 70° F)

⅓ cup whole wheat
½ cup cool water (65° F

½ teaspoon salt, plus
more to taste
4 tablespoons butter
2 pounds leeks, dark
green parts trimmed, white and
light green parts cut into ½-inch
slices
1½ teaspoons chopped
fresh thyme (optional)
Black pepper, to taste
6 tablespoons crumbled
goat cheese
¾ cup halved Lindsay®
Naturals California Green Ripe
Olives
2 cups baby arugula
leaves (about 1 ounce loosely
packed)
Combine warm water
and yeast in large bowl of stand
mixer fitted with dough hook; let
stand until yeast dissolves, about
15 minutes (mixture might not be
foamy).
Add flours, cool water
and salt; mix on medium-low 4
minutes. Let rest 5 minutes, then
mix on medium-low until dough
is smooth, elastic and slightly
sticky, about 3 minutes.
Lightly oil medium
bowl. Transfer dough to prepared
bowl; turn to coat with oil. Cover
bowl with plastic wrap and let rest
at room temperature 30 minutes.
Refrigerate overnight or for up to
2 days.
Transfer dough to countertop and let rise, covered, about
2 hours.
Meanwhile, in large
skillet over medium heat, melt
butter. Add leeks and cook, stirring occasionally, until starting to
soften, about 5 minutes. Reduce
heat to very low and cook, stirring occasionally, until leeks are
golden in spots and very tender,
about 30 minutes. Add thyme and
salt and pepper to taste; set aside
to cool.
Preheat oven to 500° F,
ideally with pizza stone.
On lightly floured surface, roll or stretch dough into a
12- to 14-inch round. Transfer to
pizza pan or flour-dusted pizza
paddle; top with leek mixture,
cheese and olives. Transfer to
oven and bake until golden and
crisp, 10 to 12 minutes.
Scatter arugula over
pizza, cut into wedges and serve.
If you’d like, substitute
your own favorite pizza dough
recipe or use 12 to 16 ounces of
prepared dough.
Try this pizza with caramelized onions instead of leeks
and with other types of cheese-feta, mozzarella or Parmesan would
be delicious.

Earthquake

film in 2016.
“I don’t feel pressure
from he audience necessarily,
I feel pressure for myself to do
right for Richard himself,” Epps
said.
Epps can also be seen
in the widely popular comedies
Next Friday, How High, Dr.
Doolittle 2, Survivors Remorse
and the highly anticipated ABC
show Uncle Buck.
Sommore, who is a
Trenton, New Jersey native, has
appeared in various shows including Russell Simmons’ Def
Comedy Jam, BET’s Live From
LA, Showtime At The Apollo
and featured on The Oprah Winfrey Show.
Sommore received the
prestigious Richard Pryor Award
for “Comic Of The Year.”
Starring in the groundbreaking Queens of Comedy
tour, Sommore was featured on
the Showtime special and now
has her own successful DVD
The Queen Stands Alone.
Her film appearances
include Soul Plane, A Miami
Tail, Friday After Next and
Something New.
Other noteworthy ac-

Just
Jazz

By NANCY ANN LEE

Eric Dolphy

Born in Los Angeles
on June 20, 1928, Eric Dolphy
became known as a distinctive
player of the flute, alto saxophone and bass clarinet.
Dolphy began playing clarinet at age six and alto
sax in professional dancebands while in junior high
school.
He studied music at
Los Angeles City College and
played lead alto sax in Roy
Porter's band (1948-50).
After two years in
the Army, Dolphy returned
to L.A., performing locally
in relative obscurity until he
joined Chico Hamilton's quintet in 1958.
A versatile musician,
Dolphy played jazz and 20th
Century at music.
Jazz critics claim he
constantly surprised audiences
with his rapid flow of ideas
and unexpected phrasing and
intervals.
It was Dolphy, primarily, who introduced the
bass clarinet as a solo jazz
instruments.
After he chose to
remain in Europe, Dolphy had
a few gigs before his sudden
death from a diabetic coma in
Berlin on June 29, 1966.
Dolphy's creations
are well-documented on numerous albums still in print.
He also appears on
the film The Coltrane Legacy,
and on a 1964 session with
Mingus released as a video by
Shanachie.

Rock

complishments include several
appearances on the sitcoms The
Hughley’s, The Parkers, and Politically Incorrect with Bill Mahar. She most recently filmed a
comedy special called Chandelier Status.
Earthquake, a popular
property in stand-up, his schedule is full and he revels in his accomplishments while traveling
the world. ‘These ain’t jokes!’
he bellows from stage to stage as
he reveals truths about himself
and others that in any other circumstance may not be a laughing matter.
‘The essence of comedy is in exposing uncomfortable
truths,’ he says in an interview.
‘Finding a way for the public to
accept these truths is the art of

Presently, Earthquake
is the host of New York City’s #1
afternoon drive-time radio show,
‘Quake’s House’ on WBLS-FM,
is currently on a national comedy tour, as well as just completed taping for his one-hour
comedy special “These Ain’t
Jokes“, scheduled to air November 2014.
Tony Rock is a comedian, actor, producer, writer,
CEO and professionally, he
wears many hats.
Host of Russell Simmons’ “All Def Comedy Live”
and the newly revamped legendary talent competition “Apollo
Live”, comedian and actor Tony
Rock continues to prove his
exceptional star talents. Rock
starred in critically acclaimed,
straight to DVD films “C’mon
Man” &“The Redemption of a
Dog,” all while still having time
to make a cameo in box office
hits like “Think Like a Man,”
TV appearances on BET’s “Real
Househusbands of Hollywood,”
“Let’s Stay Together,” and coheadlining two nationwide comedy tours: “The Standing Ovation Comedy Tour” and his own
“Rock The Mic Comedy Tour.”

Chris' Cinema Trivia &
Movie Match Up
By CHRIS APPLING



TRIVIA - (Black Leading Men)

1. Who is the leg- tor Laurence Fishburne has
endary, black leading man starred in Spike Lee's 'School
and calypso singer who Daze' (1988) and in John
starred with the great, Doro- Singleton's 'Boyz 'N The
thy Dandridge in 3 films: Hood' (1991), and an Oscar'Bright Road' (1953), 'Car- nominated portrayal of Ike
men Jones' (1954) and 'Is- Turner in the Tina Turner
land In The Sun' (1957)?
biography 'What's Love Got
2. Who is the former To Do With It' (1993), but
running back for the Cleve- in what sci-fi movie did he
land Browns who turned into star with Anglo-Asian actor
a macho, action-film star Keanu Reeves as a futuristic
appearing in such movies as rebel leader against an evil,
'The Dirty Dozen' (1967), artificially-intelligent, ma'Riot' (1968), ad in the 1969 chine program?
classic '100 Rifles' where he
5. Who is the talstarred with Burt Reynolds ented actor who starred as
and created controversy for the real-life, controversial,
having an on-screen, inter- high school principal Joe
racial love scene with white Clark in 'Lean On Me' (1988)
actress Raquel Welch?
as a black, Civil War soldier
3. Shavenheaded in 'Glory' (1989) and as
Louis Gossett, Jr. made his white actress Jessica Tandy's
film debut in 'A Raisin In chauffeur and best friend in
The Sun' (1961), starred as 'Driving Miss Daisy' (1989)?
the musical slave 'Fiddler'
in Alex Haley's 'Roots' mini- ANSWERS:
series (1977), but in what
motion-picture did he win 1. Harry Belfonte 2. Jim
an Oscar for Best Supporting Brown 3. 'An Officer and A
Actor?
Gentleman' 4. 'The Matrix'
4. Versatile ac- (1999) 5. Morgan Freeman
MOVIE MATCH-UP - (Samuel L. Jackson)



CHARACTERS:
1. Jungle Fever (1991)
2. Jurassic Park (1993)
3. A Time To Kill (1996)
4.Eve's Bayou (1997)
5.Shaft (2000)
ROLES:
a) vengeful father of

abused daughter
b) cheating doctor of
Creole family
c) scientist on dinosaur
island
d) supercool detective
e) crack-addicted brother
ANSWERS: 1, e; 2, c; 3, a; 4,
b; 5, d

Da 'Round Da Way Rewind Review

'New York Undercover' featured blacks in leading roles
By C.M. APPLING

The genre of the interracial, TV cop series began
during the most racially-tumultuous period in American
history. In 1968, ABC debuted
The Mod Squad.
The show featured
three, young, undercover cops
in Los Angeles: a white, darkhaired male; a blonde female
(Quincy Jones' ex-wife, Peggy
Lipton), and a black, male militant named 'Linc Hayes' (actor
Clarence Williams III).
The show reflected
the counterculture atmosphere
of the hippie era and the Civil
Rights Movement. Later, on
NBC, Miami Vice would premiere in 1984. It featured interracial, police duo Sonny
Crockett (Don Johnson) and
Ricardo Tubbs (Philip Michael
Thomas) who fought crime in
Florida.
The
super-model
handsomeness of blond, white
Crockett and brown-skinned,
green-eyed Tubbs diaplayed
them wearing pastel-colored,
designer suits with MTV-type,
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pop/soft rock songs providing
the background soundtrack to
their adventures.
But, in 1994, a different kind of interracial, police
pair appeared on the air that
would combine the militant,
black pride of Mod Squad's
Linc and the fashion sense and
music soundtrack of Miami
Vice.
New York Undercover featured black detective J.C. Williams and Latino
detective Eddie Torres. While
invistigating and solving homicides in the Big Apple,
they flaunted their 'fly' (cool),
90's 'gear' (clothes) with 'mad
swag' (style) and a background
soundtrack of rap and hip-hop
playing behind their incognito,
street exploits.
The first season of
the show took place at the
Fourth Prencinct and featured
three, primary characters:
Latino, Eduardo 'Eddie' Torres (Michael DeLorenzo);
dark-brown-skinned, AfricanAmerican, Julious Clarence
'J.C.' Williams (Malik Yoba);
and platinum-blonde, blueeyed, Lieutenant Virginia 'Lu'
Cooper (Patti D'ArbanvilleQuinn). Eddie is the youngest of four siblings. Theresa
Torres-Rivera (Nancy Ticotin)
is the well-off eldest who is
married to a dentist.
Father Jimmy Torres (Jose Zuniga) is a Catholic
priest. And, Carmen Torres
(Lisa Vidal) is a newspaper
journalist. The Torres' children's mother is deceased
but their father, Mike Torres
(Jose Perez) was a jazz/salsa
saxophone player and an irresponsible, struggling, heroin
addict.
J.C.'s mother is
also deceased, but his lightskinned father, Harold Williams (Roger Robinson), is
a Major in the Army Special
Forces who abandoned J.C. as
a child when the mother discovered the father's infidelity.
J.c.'s brown-skinned
son, Gregory 'G' Williams
(George Gore II), was accepted into the private school,
Woodbridge Academy and is a
pre-teen student. J.C.'s brownskinned, ex-girlfriend, Chantal Tierney (Fatima Faloye), is

G's mother and is a registered
nurse.
Lu is married and has
three children with her brownhaired husband, Dave Cooper
(Steve Ryan). Their first child
died of leukemia at an early
age. But, Lu and Dave have
three other children: a 14-year
old brunette daughter Megan
(Eden Riegel) and sons, John
and Justin.
During the first season, Eddie clashes with his
childhood rival, Johnny Santucci (John Costelloe), who
now leads an Italian mob.
When Megan is kidnapped and
raped by an online, computer
chat-room stalker, Lu subsequently kills him.
And, a dangerous,
psychotic, light-skinned black
drug-dealer named Danny
'Danny Up' Cort (Ice-T) who
blames J.C. for killing his
younger brother Ridley in a
shoot-out, cold-heartedly murders J.C.'s light-skimned, African-American attorney/fiance
Sandy Gill (Michael Michele)
who was pregnant with J.C.'s
unborn baby.
In the second season,
new cast member Nina Moreno (Lauren Velez) is added.
Nina is a Puerto-Rican who
was estranged from her father,
but has a mother, Sonia Moreno, who is a police sergeant.
At 16, Nina got pregnant by her boyfriend Luis
(Kamar De los Reyes). They
got married but Luis abandoned Nina anyway. So, Nina
gave the baby girl up for adoption at the advise of Sonia.
Years later, now a
detective, Nina begins dating
Eddie. Months after Sandy's
funeral, J.C. starts dating Simone Jeffers (Naomi Campbell):
a brown-skinned, black Britisher who secretly works for
Danny Cort. When Danny
tries to destroy J.C.'s life by
framing him for murder and
having Simone lie about Eddie hitting her, he also kidnaps
Chantal and G.
Finally, J.C. receives
retribution after killing his evil
enemy. Luis is murdered in a
mugging and Nina inherits
his money. Nina tracks down
her adopted daughter who is
named 'Melissa Lewis' and

lives with a wealthy, white
family.
Eddie learns that
Santucci's blonde sister, Angela, had his baby in prison
after their were intimate during a previous case. And, after informing his children that
he has HIV-AIDS from drug
abuse, Mike decides to overdose rather than die slowly
from the disease.
During the third season, a fourth, main character,
Tommy McNamara (Jonathan
LaPaglia), joins the Fourth
Precinct. Tommy, an Irish/
Italian brunette, is somewhat
a racist and sexist partner for
J.C., Eddie and Nina. Nina's
birth daughter, Melissa, is kidnapped by a teacher demanding ransom.
But, afterward, Nina
fails in court to gain custody
from the Lewis.' Lu cheats
on Dave but wants to save
their marriage even though he
wants divorce.
Also, a violent group
of bank robbers (including a
sadistic blonde named 'Nadine
Jordan'), kills Tommy and
Eddie after Eddie and Nina get
married.
In the fourth and
final season, Eddie, Lu and
Tommy were dropped from
the series. J.C. and Nina join a
specialized, undercover operation with blonde, female Nell
Delaney (Marisa Ryan), brunette, male Alec Stone (Josh
Hopkins) and bald, AfricanAmerican Lieutenant Malcolm Barker (Tommy Ford).
In the show's last
episode, Nina kills Jordan and
she and J.C. decide to pursue
a romantic relationship after
they previously slept together.
"New York Undercover" began each episode
with a music video-like opening of a murder that is played
with rap, hip-hop or R&B
song.
Then, sometime during the middle of each episode,
at 'Natalie's' nightclub (the local hang-out), new hip-hop
and R&B artists performed
classic, R&B and Soul songs.
And, it was the first show of
its kind to feature two, men of
color in the lead roles.
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Myrlie Evers explains ‘Why I’m with Hillary Clinton’
By MYRLIE EVERS

“The right of
citizens of the United
States to vote shall not be
denied or abridged by the
United States or by any
state on account of race,
color, or previous condition of servitude.”
The
15th
Amendment is clear.
Since the late
1800s, African Americans have been fighting
for the right to vote—and
today, they are still fighting for that sacred right.
In the 1950s and 60s they
fought to give their children a quality education
while a majority of black
children were limited to
poor segregated schools,
and theyfought to end the
scourge of racism that
gripped the country.
Fifty three years
ago, my husband, Medgar Evers, was assassinated in our driveway, after returning home from
a mass meeting encouraging voter registration.
Medgar always
knew that progress depended on protecting our
access to the ballot box.
The vote, he always believed, was the best way
to achieve justice and
equality. Medgar once
said “In the racial picture, things will never be
as they once were. History has reached a turning

point here and over the
world.” This statement
was true then and is even
truer today.
After decades
of slow but steady progress, the rights that my
husband and many others fought and died for
are threatened like never
before. In 2011, the state
of Mississippi held a referendum, passing a restrictive voter ID law that
should have required federal approval under the
Voting Rights Act. Yet,
in 2013, the conservative
justices of the Supreme
Court eliminated those
protections, and the law
went into effect just two
years later.
Today,
can
we rely on the judicial
branch of government to
protect our right to vote?
I’m not certain the answer is yes, and that is
why I believe it’s important that we have a leader
in the White House who
will be a champion for
social justice and economic equality.
Hillary Clinton understands that we
must make it easier, not
harder, to vote. Her plan
to restore the provisions
of the Voting Rights Act
that would prevent voter
ID laws is progress. Her
plan to implement automatic universal voter
registration is progress.

Evers
Her plan to create a nationwide standard of 20
days of early voting before elections, which will
allow every American to
exercise the right that so
many fought for, is progress.
My home state
of Mississippi has the
second highest gun murder rate in the nation—
nearly double the national average. Clinton has a
plan to address gun vio-

Evers
lence with solutions that
can actually be achieved.
Gun violence is plaguing
this country and robs us
of 33,000 people every
year. It is no coincidence
that Mississippi has some
of the country’s most lenient firearms laws.
Clinton is the
candidate that stands up
to the NRA.
Clinton is standing up for our children
and has a bold vision that

Clinton
protects them; eliminates
the
school-to-prison
pipeline; improves our
education system; and
enhances the opportunities for women. The
economic and criminal
justice systems remain
stacked against the most
vulnerable people in our
society, and young men
of color are the unfortunate recipients of these
injustices. Our youth are

ing worth less.
In cases where
a tax return was not
filed, the law provides
most taxpayers with a
three-year window of
opportunity for claiming a refund. If no return is filed to claim
a refund within three
years, the money becomes the property
of the U.S. Treasury.
For 2012 tax returns,
the window closes
on April 18, 2016 (or
April 19 for taxpayers
in Maine and Massachusetts). The law requires the tax return to
be properly addressed,
mailed and postmarked
by that date.
The IRS reminds taxpayers seeking a 2012 refund that
their checks may be
held if they have not
filed tax returns for
2013 and 2014. In
addition, the refund
will be applied to any
amounts still owed to
the IRS, or their state
tax agency, and may be
used to offset unpaid
child support or past
due federal debts, such
as student loans.
By failing to
file a tax return, people
stand to lose more than
just their refund of taxes withheld or paid during 2012. Many lowand-moderate income
workers may not have
claimed the Earned
Income Tax Credit
(EITC). For 2012, the
credit is worth as much
as $5,891.
The
EITC
helps individuals and
families whose incomes are below certain thresholds. The
thresholds for 2012
were:
$45,060
($50,270 if married filing jointly) for those
with three or more
qualifying children.
$41,952
($47,162 if married filing jointly) for people
with two qualifying
children.
$36,920
($42,130 if married filing jointly) for those
with one qualifying
child.
$13,980
($19,190 if married filing jointly) for people
without
qualifying
children.
Current and

prior year tax forms
and instructions are
available on the IRS.
gov Forms and Publications page, or
by calling toll-free:
8 0 0 - TA X - F O R M
(800-829-3676). Taxpayers who are missing Forms W-2, 1098,
1099 or 5498 for the
years 2012, 2013 or
2014 should request
copies from their employer, bank or other
payer.
Ta x p a y e r s
who are unable to get
missing forms from
their employer or other payer should go to
IRS.gov and use the
“Get a Transcript by
Mail” button to order
a paper copy of their
transcript and have it
sent to their address of
record. Taxpayers can
also file Form 4506-T
to request a transcript
of their tax return.
Taxpayers can use the
information on the
transcript to file their
return.

IRS has millions in refunds

The Internal
Revenue Service announced on Thursday
that Federal income tax
refunds totaling $950
million may be waiting for an estimated
one million taxpayers
who did not file a federal income tax return
for 2012. To collect the
money, these taxpayers must file a 2012 tax
return with the IRS no
later than this year’s
April tax deadline.
“A surprising number of people
across the country
overlook claiming tax
refunds each year. But
the clock is ticking for
taxpayers who didn’t
file a 2012 federal income tax return, leaving nearly $1 billion
in refunds unclaimed,”
said IRS Commissioner John Koskinen.
“We especially encourage students and others
who didn’t earn much
money to look into this
situation because they
may still be entitled to
a refund. Don’t forget,
there’s no penalty for
filing a late return if
you’re due a refund.”
The IRS estimates the midpoint for
potential refunds for
2012 to be $718, with
half being worth more
than $718 and half be-
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our future and must be
protected. In the Senate,
Hillary Clinton sponsored legislation to ban
racial profiling, prosecute hate crimes, and
eliminate race-based disparities in our health care
system. She is making
progress.
America needs
a leader that will stand
with communities of color to fight the injustices
that still inundate our
communities. Secretary
Clinton is committed to
fighting these battles.
She has done it
all her life, from her days
at the Children’s Defense
Fund fighting for our
children to helping those
in need in Alabama. Secretary Clinton is a compassionate woman, and
has been there during my
time of tragedy and celebration.
She and her
family shared in the 50th
anniversary commemoration of my husband’s
life and legacy.
Secretary Clin-

ton will be there for you,
and for all of us.
My husband
and I have dedicated our
lives to ensuring that
men, women and children of color are treated
with respect and dignity.

Our quest did not end
with his death in 1963.
Today, I fight
and stand for justice and
equality for all Americans. Today, I stand for
progress—and I stand for
Hillary Clinton.

Tom Lindsey (left) congratulates Quincy Harris
on his win last Sunday at the Arnold Tournament in Columbus over Lego Cisco in the 106 bantam division. Harris’ record is 8 and 4. He is trained by his father, Rodney
Harris, who is a lieutenant in the Cleveland Fire Department. (ESDN Photo by Rodney Harris)
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