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Ohio mayors weigh in on immigration re-
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Immigration is a hot topic for the hundreds
of mayors – including nine from Ohio – in Washington,
D.C. this week for the winter meeting of the U.S. Conference of Mayors. Congress faces a March 5 deadline
to pass a permanent congressional solution for Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program. And
earlier this week, the government shutdown ended after
a pledge from Senator Majority Leader Mitch McConnell to negotiate a DACA deal by February 8.

McHale

Ohio benefit bank ready to

Emmy Avallone McHale
turned two on July 17. She loves
her Goofy and Mickey dolls. She
also likes to sing the alphabet, count,
color and play with Elmo. Her
favorite foods are pizza, banana’s,
sandwiches and sausage. Her parents
are Brendan and Celina.

The tax filing season officially begins
Monday and Ohioans who need help crunching the
numbers may qualify for free assistance. The Ohio
Benefit Bank offers free online and in-person taxprep services for married couples filing jointly with
annual incomes up to $95,000, and some individual
tax filers.
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‘Knife Skills’ about Edwins receives Oscar nod
“Knife Skills,” the documentary about Edwins Leadership and Restaurant Institute, has
scored an Academy Award nomination.
The film, directed by
Thomas Lennon, is up for the
Oscar for best documentary short
subject. The documentary tells the
story of launching of Edwins, a
non-profit funded by the restaurant
which provides those who have
been incarcerated with a second
chance.
Edwin’s program teaches
released felons culinary and hospitality skills while also helping
with housing, and job coaching.
According to Amanda
Roy who has worked at the Institue for two years, the Oscar nod
is “incredible and amazing to be
recognized for the work which we
are trying to accomplish here.”
Brandon Chrostowski,
who ran for Cleveland Mayor in
the most recent election, founded
the institute in 2013.
The documentary follows the journey: “What
does it take to build a world-class
French restaurant? What if the staff
is almost entirely men and women
just out of prison? What if most
have never cooked or served before, and have barely two months
to learn their trade? We follow the
hectic launch of Edwins restaurant
in Cleveland. In this improbable
setting, with its mouth-watering
dishes and its arcane French vocabulary, we discover the chal-

Chrostowski
lenges of men and women finding
their way after their release. We
come to know three trainees intimately, as well as the restaurant’s
founder, who is himself haunted
by his time in jail. These men
and women all have something to
prove, and all struggle to launch
new lives, an endeavor as pressured and perilous as the ambitious
restaurant launch of which they are
a part.”
Chrostowski left his job
at the prestigious French brasserie L’Albatros to launch EDWINS
Restaurant. He developed the
Shaker Square restaurant on the
model of the prison program which
had help turn his life around.
Since 2007, Chrostowski
has entered prisons—starting at
Grafton Correctional Institution
and Northeast Pre-Release Center—and taught convicted felons
restaurant skills from the very basic (culinary math and safe serving
practices) to the more advanced

wine pairings and the history of
food.
His restaurant in Shaker
Square has won national recognition and he has been active in the
community including sponsoring
an annual race.
According to E D WINS’ website, “EDWINS is open
to anyone serving time or recently
released from prison, who is willing to put in the hours to learn the
difference between a hard cheddar
and an aged gouda, or the cost to a
cafe of peeling too much of a carrot rather than putting it on a plate.
When they graduate from the 20plus hours of classes, the former
felons can work at EDWINS’ restaurant or they can seek employment in other kitchens and cafes.”
Since it opened, EDWINS
has grown from an 85-seat restaurant to a 20,000-square-foot campus. In addition to the school—
which still runs in Grafton and in
Ohio’s 30 other prisons—the program offers classes in the basement
of its cafe, and, between an apartment building and an alumni house,
has living space for some 28 students and graduates that is all-butfree—an incredibly important ammenity for a group that often finds
challenges with standard leases.
They also have access to a fitness
center, a library, a test kitchen, and
a thrift store.
More than 200 ex-felons
have graduated and found employ-

ment. Chrostowski has not seen
all students successfully make
the transition to employment.
Unfortunately, a few have returned to prison.The rest hold
down jobs as line cooks, sous
chefs and other restaurant postions, at EDWINS and other
restaurants.
Thomas Lennon (Director/Producer/DP) the director of ‘Knife Skills’ has earned
an Academy Award and three
Oscar nominations. He is also
the recipient of two duPontColumbia Awards, two national Emmys, two Peabodys,
and two films that premiered at
Sundance.
Lennon (along with
editor Nick August-Perna)
recently completed Sacred,
which draws on the contributions of more than 40 filmmakers around the world to explore
the role of prayer and ritual in
daily life. He founded, with
Ruby Yang, the China AIDS
Media Project; their AIDS
awareness messages were seen
over a billion times on Chinese
television and the Internet,
making it probably the most
far-reaching AIDS media campaign ever created.
The 90th Academy
Awards ceremony will be televised on March 4, and all of
Cleveland will be rooting for
‘Knife Skills.’

Imam Shafeeq Sabir, a member of Masjid Bilal, 7401 Euclid Avenue, presented
an educational talk about Islam at Citizen Leadership Academy, 9711 Lamont Ave., on
Tuesday, January 23. See story on page 8. (ESDN Photo by Omar Quadir)

Thome voted into HOF on 1st ballot
By KARL BRYANT

The Cleveland Indians
All-Time HR leader, Jim Thome,
was elected to the Baseball Hall of
Fame in his first year of eligibility. He joins a contemporary rival
of sorts, Chipper Jones - also a 3rd
Baseman for a majority of his career - as a 1st Ballot selection. Reliever Trevor Hoffman, OF Vladimir Guerrero, pitcher Jack Morris,
and SS Alan Trammell will also
enter Cooperstown this year.
Thome played parts of 13 seasons with the Indians and hit a
franchise-leading 337 HRs for
them. In 2014, the Indians dedicated a statue of the slugger in his
trademark stance of pointing his
bat at the pitcher, outside of Progressive Field. Thome, known for
his prodigious blasts, yet never was

Thome
accused of steroid use in a steroidheavy era, is eighth all-time on
baseball’s HR list. In his illustrious MLB career, he hit 612 HRs,
scored 1583 runs, knocked in 1699
RBI, and drew 1747 walks.

Officer Matthew Leyde
responded to Korri Henderson’s
9-1-1 call the night prior to the
homicide. According to Officer
Leyde, Korri Henderson , the
girlfriend of Robert Williams,
informed Officer Leyde that she
and Williams were informants for
the Euclid Police Department.
Although Officer Leyde
advised them to get away from
the apartment and stay elsewhere
for the rest of the night, he did
not notify the officers with whom
Henderson and Williams were

What responsibility did
the Euclid Police department
have to protect informants who
were being paid and whose
home was being used as part of
their investigation?
The court of appeals is
reviewing the case.
McFarland’s family is
hoping for a good outcome so
that she can come home. Black
on Black Crime, Inc., the NAACP,
and the ACLU and other activist
organizations are reviewing her
case.

to continue with police conduct questioned
Gasoline prices rise rapidly McFarland casedealer
in the Indian Hills com- was granted.
working.
Northeast Ohio gas
prices are lower for a third week
in a row for drivers, saving
them an additional eight cents
per gallon, according to AAA
East Central’s Gas Price Report.
Continual growth in
the number of U.S. oil rigs and
the increased drilling it implies
are raising expectations for a
climb in domestic oil production. Additionally, increased
U.S. crude oil production coupled with lower driving demand
has kept downward pressure on
the national average price at the
pump, which has fallen for 21
consecutive days.
Today’s national average price for regular unleaded
gasoline is $2.27 per gallon,
down four cents versus one
week ago, five cents less than
one month ago, but 47 cents
more per gallon year-over-year.
Pump prices in the
Great Lakes region continue to
drop this week with Ohio landing at the top of the list of the
largest weekly decline, dropping an additional 11 cents.
Like suppliers in the Rockies,
those in the Great Lakes and
Central region are offering

steep discounts to help clear
out product. Low demand and
healthy supply in the Great
Lakes region should continue to
pressure prices down over the
next week.
Markets opened Monday morning posting steady
crude oil prices as a result of
increased U.S. oil production.
Oil-services firm Baker Hughes
reported thatdrillers added 15
rigs in the U.S., bringing the total crude oil rig count to 556, the
highest since November 2015.
The increased U.S. production
continues to offset OPEC’s efforts to rebalance the global oil
market.
End of month surveys
of OPEC production cuts are
expected tomorrow and traders
will be paying close attention to
the cartel’s agreement compliance.
Market watchers will
also keep a close eye on U.S.
production and the impact it
has on supply and demand. At
the closing of Friday’s formal
trading session on the NYMEX,
West Texas Intermediate was
down 61 cents to settle at $53.17
per barrel.

Gasoline prices increase in area

AAA Fuel Gauge Gasoline Price Survey
Northeast Ohio Average for Self-Service Gasoline
This Week
Last Week
Last Year
National

(01-26-18)
(01-12-18)
(01-26-17)
(01-26-18

Regular
$3.10
$3.39
$2.66
$3.27

Cuyahoga County Public Defender Jeff Gamso recently
argued Shelia McFarland’s appeal
before the court, and the court requested supplemeary material.
McFarland is currently
imprisoned having been sentenced
in 2017 to life in prison without parole by Cuyahoga County Common
Pleas Court Judge Daniel Gaul.
McFarland was arrested
and charged after several controlled
drug buys by Euclid police officers.
New evidence shows that the drug
buys did not take place and that
detectives who testified gave incorrect information under oath. Euclid
police records show that there were
not controlled drug buys by the Euclid Police Department on the dates
that she is accused.
On Novemebr 30, 2015,
Assistant Prosecutor Brad Meyer,
wrote the court that Eddie Brownlee was calling McFarland while in
the Cuyahoga County Jail about the
drug case so he requested the court
suspend Brownlee’s phone priviges. At no time did Meyer write that
these calls were attempts to plan a
murder for which McFarland was
subsequently charged.
Meyers motion to revoke
bond was denied, and Brownlee
has able to make bond on November 10.
The prosecutor forwarded
the narcotics reports for the drug
trafficking charges to the Euclid
Police Department on or about November 17, 2015.
Assistant Prosecutor Anna
Faraglia filed appellee’s brief on
Wednesday.
One issue in McFarland’s
case was if prosecutor’s made a
deal with Dwayne Jackson, a drug

munity who Euclid detectives
were investigating. Jackson
was arrested on drug trafficking and weapons charges. He
agreed to testify against McFarland.
Jackson testified for
the prosecution, but McFarland’s attorneys were prevented by Judge Gaul from cross
examining him. Within three
months of testifying for the
prosecution, Jackson’s request
for judicial release made for
Prosecutor Maxwell Martin

Richardson announces candidacy for Ohio Treasurer
Cincinnati attorney
Rob Richardson filed petitions as a Democratic candidate for Ohio Treasurer,
making him the first downballot candidate to file petitions for statewide office
this election cycle.
“I want to thank
the thousands of Ohioans
who have already supported my campaign for Ohio
Treasurer,” said Richardson. “Since launching the
campaign last year, I have
traveled around the state
talking to voters and hearing about the issues that
matter most to them.
I look forward to
addressing these very serious matters in my capacity as Treasurer, including
student debt, government
transparency, and infra-

Richardson

structure. With the voice
of the people behind me, I
promise to bring accountability, innovation, and opportunity for all back to Ohio and
the Treasurer’s office.”
Rob Richardson is a
former chairman of the University of Cincinnati Board
of Trustees. Over his tenure
he established the UC Schol-

ars Academy for students in
Cincinnati Public Schools,
where he raised hundreds of
thousands of dollars for student scholarships.
He also founded the
1819 Innovation Hub, where
university students have the
chance to interact with the
private sector, helping to
design, test, and improve
products and processes for
private companies.
Richardson has been
a longtime advocate for
workers’ rights as a marketing construction representative.
He also serves of
counsel with the law firm
Branstetter, Stranch & Jennings, where he specializes
in securities litigation.
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Booker memoralized at Washington National Cathedral
A memorial service for trailblazing civil
rights journalist Simeon
Booker will be held on
Monday, January 29, 2018,
his wife, Carol McCabe
Booker, has announced.
The service is scheduled for
10 a.m. at the Washington
National Cathedral, 3101
Wisconsin Ave. NW. Booker, a journalistic icon, died
December 10 at the age of
99.
Booker's
more
than half-century of civil
rights reporting, most notably the brutal murder of
14-year-old Emmett Till in
Mississippi, helped propel
the civil rights struggle onto
the front pages of newspapers across the country
which had long ignored
the oppression of Black
Americans. Previously, he
had been the first full-time
black reporter at the Washington Post.
Booker, Jr. was
born on August 27, 1918,
in Baltimore, Maryland
to Roberta Waring and
Simeon Saunders Booker,
Sr., a YMCA director and
minister. After his family moved to Youngstown,
Ohio, Booker became interested in journalism through
a family friend, Carl Mur-

Booker
phy, the owner and operator of Baltimore's The Afro
American Newspapers.
In 1942, after receiving his B.A. degree in
English from Virginia Union
University in Richmond,
Booker took a job at the The
Afro American Newspapers
as a young reporter. In 1945,
he moved back to Ohio to
work for the Call and Post.
Five years later, Booker was
the recipient of the Nieman
Fellowship from Harvard
University to study journalism and develop his talent
as a reporter. After leaving
Harvard in 1951, Booker became the first full-time black
reporter at The Washington
Post.
In 1954, Booker
was hired by the Johnson
Publishing Company to report on current events in its

weekly digest, Jet. In 1955,
Booker helped to redefine
the role of Jet and the entire
Civil Rights Movement with
his famous coverage of the
Emmett Till murder and trial,
turning an all too familiar
event in the Deep South into
a national tragedy that united
the black community. Booker
remained on the dangerous
front lines of the Civil Rights
Movement, reporting on the
1957 integration of Central
High School in Little Rock,
Arkansas.
In 1961, Booker
rode with the Congress on Racial Equality (CORE) Freedom Riders through the Deep
South. When the buses were
fire bombed in Anniston, Alabama, Booker arranged the
Freedom Riders' evacuation
with U.S. Attorney General
Robert F. Kennedy. Continuing his work of in-depth reporting, Booker toured Vietnam and interviewed General
Westmoreland for Jet in the
mid-1960s.
In 1964, Booker
outlined the importance of
the ongoing Civil Rights
Movement in his book, Black
Man's America. Booker covered every Presidential election since the Eisenhower
Administration in his fiftythree years with Johnson
Publishing until he retired in

2007.

Among his journalistic holdings, Booker has
also authored four books.
They include a 2013 memoir,
Shocking the Conscience:
A Reporter's Account of the
Civil Rights Movement,
which was co-written with
his wife, Carol McCabe
Booker.
In 1982, Booker received one of the most prestigious awards in journalism,
the National Press Club's
Fourth Estate Award. Booker
was honored with the Lifetime Achievement Award
from the National Newspaper Publishers Association,
The Black Press of America,
in 2007. The National Association of Black Journalists'
inducted Booker into its Hall
of Fame in 2013. He also received a career George Polk
Award for lifetime achievements in journalism and the
top award among journalists
upon the 70th Anniversary of
the Capital Press Club, proclaiming him "Dean of Black
Journalists, Iconic Trailblazer for Justice in America."
He is survived by
his wife, Carol, and three
children, Theodore Booker,
Simeon Booker III, and Theresa Booker. A third son,
James Booker, died in 1991.

Weekly Wealth For Your Health

Cut the cost of elective medical expenses
By NATHANIEL SILLIN

Whether it’s a matter of comfort, appearance
or safety, there are many
medical procedures that
you may want or need, but
your health insurance won’t
cover.
Laser eye surgery
may fall into the want category for most people and
it can be a hefty investment with each eye costing
several thousand dollars.
For those wanting to start

a family, infertility treatments, which can cost over
$10,000, may be closer to a
need. Yet most states don’t
require health insurance to
cover treatments.
Considering
the
lasting impact that these and
other procedures can have on
your life, you may not want
to seek out the least expensive option. However, that
doesn’t mean you should
forgo attempts to save altogether. From tax-advantaged
accounts to comparison
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shopping doctors, there are
many approaches to safely
cutting costs.
See if you could
get a tax break. Although
tax breaks don’t lower a
medical procedure’s price,
tax deductions can decrease
your taxable income and by
using a tax-advantaged account you may be able to
pay for some medical procedures with income-tax-free
money.
Take a medical expense tax deduction. If you
itemize your tax deductions,
you can get a deduction for
your qualified medical expenses that exceed 10 percent of your adjusted gross
income. Laser eye surgery
and some fertility enhancement treatments may qualify.
However, cosmetic
surgery doesn’t unless it’s
related to a congenital ab-
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normality, disfiguring disease or an injury resulting
from trauma or an accident.
Use an employer-sponsored
flexible spending account
(FSA). Some employers
offer FSAs as an employee
benefit. You can make taxdeductible contributions to
the account each year and
withdraw the money taxfree to pay for qualified
medical expenses, including health insurance deductibles and copayments.
However, this approach
could require planning as
you may forfeit remaining
FSA money at the end of
each year.
Enroll in health
insurance with a health savings account (HSA). An
HSA account is similar to
an FSA in that you can contribute pre-tax money and
withdraw funds to pay for
eligible medical expenses
tax-free.

Older adults can combat loneliness through exercise

When discussing
health, people typically
think of physical healththeir weight, strength, mobility, and potential health
issues they are facing.
However, when looking
at overall well-being, it’s
important to think beyond
the physical and focus on
mental health as well.
This is especially
true for older Americans,
as many are tackling physical and mental health issues alone.
According to the
U.S. Census Bureau, more
than 11 million people
ages 65 and older are living alone and are at risk
for loneliness or social
isolation.
These issues can
impact a person’s mental
and physical health significantly, leading to high
blood pressure and disease, as well as depression. In fact, according to
a Harvard Health study,
“loneliness has an equivalent risk factor to health as
smoking 15 cigarettes a
day, shortening one’s life
span by eight years.”
Social isolation
can also make it harder for
people to take control of
their health as they do not
have a network to support
and motivate them to remain socially or physically
active.
Activities that not
only make people healthier but also allow them to
connect with others can
help those at risk for social isolation and improve
health and well-being.
SilverSneakers,
the nation’s leading community fitness program
designed specifically for
older adults, has seen the
power of socialization
combined with fitness,
firsthand.
For more than 25
years, SilverSneakers has
been helping older adults
enjoy and get the most out
of life by engaging participants in physical activity,
as well as fostering new
friendships with a welcoming member community.
Through exercise and
social interactions, SilverSneakers helps people
maximize their health and
well-being, and maintain

an active lifestyle—recognizing that community
is just as important as the
fitness aspect.
In fact, a recent
survey of SilverSneakers
members revealed that 65
percent of members have
made new and valuable
friendships through the
program.
Community exercise programs like Silver-

Sneakers help engage older adults in social activities
and give them a built-in
network of support, while
also offering the benefit of
improving their physical
health.
To find out if you
are eligible for SilverSneakers or to find a class
in your area, visit www.
SilverSneakers.com.

The Original

Chinese Restaurant
(Only One Location)

Phone: 991-2222

Carry Out Menu
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
11708 Buckeye Road - Cleveland, Ohio

JOHN H. LAWSON
Attorney And Counselor At Law
The Brownhoist Building
4403 St. Clair Avenue Cleveland, OH 44103
(216) 881-9675

FAX: (216) 881-3928

FLOWERS
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DELIVERED ANYWHERE
DAILY

(216) 721-1500
11520 Buckeye Road

Shop for flowers on our website 24/7
www.orbansflowers.com
Looking For Quality Shoe Repair And Maintenance?

Look No Further...

16 Years In the Lee-Harvard Area

Townes Shoe Repair & Luggage Shop

(216) 751-4044

The Same Great Service At A Great New Location

4088 Lee Road

(Across From Lee-Harvard Plaza)
*Shoe & Boot Repairs
*Accessories, Polishes & Strings
*Luggage
*Luggage And Hand Bag Repair

*All Leather, Suede Cleaning & Repair

“Always Put Your Best

Forward”

Visit Townes Shoe Repair & Luggage Shop Today

Hours: Monday-Saturday

9:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
MBE Certified - 2015

Small Business Directory                     
To Place Your Advertisement, Call: 721-1674



Food/Retail Manager:
F e d e r a l
E m p .
Opportunity`Cleveland!
Make $46k-50k. Great Benefits! 3
yrs Food/Retail Mgmt exp. Willing
to relocate.
Send Resume: VCSJOB@va.gov
9/29/17

Will Buy

Old Boxing Magazines
Pay Top Dollar

Call (216) 721-1674

Drivers: Excellent Pay & FULL
Operations Manager:
Local Federal Emp. Opportunity! Benefits! Bonus Opportunities!
$46k-48k. Federal Benefits Pkg! Great Weekly Miles w/Assigned Trucks!
3 yrs Mgmt.
CDL-A, 1 yr OTR Exp.
Exp. Send Resume to:
855-411-3404
canteenrecruiter@gmail.com
9/29/17
3-1-16

Reach More Than
60,000 Readers
Advertise Your
Business
Call: (216) 721-1674

PRINTING

Letter Heads & Envelopes
Flyers - Program Books
Raffle Tickets - Wedding Invitations
Funeral Programs
1 DAY SERVICE – (216) 721-1674

CUSTOM MADE
Stamps – Desk & Door Signs
Name Badges & Wall Signs
To Place Your Order
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(216) 721-1674

Drivers, 1 yr Class-A:
$57,000 to $77,000 yr.
$500.00 Orientation Pay!
$16.00/ hr Detention Pay!
Medical, Dental, Vision,
855-200-4631
1-5-18

Drivers CDL-A: Steel coil Drivers: OTR & Dedicated.
driver?Full Co. Benefits 26% Excellent Pay + Rider Program
to Start! Co. Paid Cell Phone! Family Medical/Dental Benefits.
Home Weekends Guaranteed
Weekly Hometime/Pay!
CDL-A, 1 yr. EXP.
Jaro Warren, Ohio
877-758-3905
855-252-1641
1-13-17 - 1-20-2017

 S p e c i a l  
1000 Full Color - 2 Sided

Business Cards
$75.00

To Place Your Order

Call: 216-721-1674
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Islam In The Community

Superbowl Sunday should reflect on year’s protests
Take a Knee Sunday represented a major rejection of President Donald
Trump’s attacks on players
in the NFL. In a rally just
days before, he railed against
football players who decided
to kneel rather than stand for
the national anthem. Trump’s
tactic is an attempt to tap
into the forces of American
Civil Religion and one of its
dominant rituals, the singing of the national anthem.
Philosopher Alexis de Tocqueville aptly described this
form of American religiosity
in the 1800s when he wrote,

“Americans so completely
confuse Christianity and
freedom in their minds that
it is almost impossible to
have them conceive of the
one without the other.” The
president is trying to harness
the power of civil religion by
portraying the kneeling players as a desecration of the ritual. Whether he will succeed
seems doubtful.
Trump’s escalation
of the tiff came with his “son
of a bitch” comment, which
sent shock waves across the
media. Reporting suggested
that a critical mass of NFL

players were planning to take
a knee that coming Sunday to
protest Trump’s insults. This,
and more, happened.
More than 250 players knelt that day, and there
were other demonstrations as
well.
For example, many
teams locked arms in solidarity during the singing of the
anthem. The owner of the
Jacksonville Jaguars locked
arms with his team, the owner
of the Dallas Cowboys knelt
with his, while the Pittsburgh
Steelers, Seattle Seahawks
and Tennessee Titans’ entire

A Look At My World
The only exercise I get is shivering in the cold
By DR. JAMES L. SNYDER solved that a number of years
ago. Whenever we go anyI am not one to com- where, I always allow her to
plain, at least when anybody drive and we use her vehicle.
is listening. The greatest Now, do not let this get back
blessing I have in life is that to her, but I would rather use
nobody really listens to me. her vehicle and her gas than
Therefore, I can say whatever my vehicle and my gas.
When we go anyI want to say and nobody will
where, she is the one who
hear me.
Well, I used to be- drives and I just sit back and
lieve that. Certain things have enjoy the ride. So where she
happened that has caused me gets this idea that I drive
to upgrade this aspect of my carelessly, I’m not quite sure.
However, getting
life. Believe me when I say
that upgrading any aspect of back to the cold weather she
your life has a price tag to it. sometimes tells me to put on
Oftentimes that price tag is a coat before I go outside
because it is “shivering cold
rather extreme.
Recently, we have out there.” Of course, if I put
been experiencing some rath- my coat on I am not going to
er cold weather in our area. shiver. At least that’s what I
Every morning the Gracious think.
I don’t mind one
Mistress of the Parsonage
reminds me of how cold it is day when it’s cold, but when
outside. As if I did not know there are several days in a
row, I am quite unprepared
it was cold outside.
As I’m preparing for that. After all, I live in
to leave the house, she will Florida and I expect the
always say, “Make sure you weather to be warm if not
wear a coat and keep warm.” hot. All of this cold weather
I often chuckle, to has brought me to the idea
myself of course, when she that I want to gather together
makes remarks something a class action suit against the
like this. Often she will say governor of Florida because
when I’m ready to leave, the motto of Florida is “The
“Make sure you drive care- Sunshine State.” If he canfully.” To which I always re- not provide the sunshine and
spond, “Rats, I was planning the warmth, then why in the
to drive recklessly today and world is he Governor?
However, shivering
now I have to drive carefulis becoming a daily practice
ly.”
For some reason with me. At first, I really did
she never laughs at me, but not like it because my shivjust stares one of those stares ering was out of my control.
every husband has come to As soon as I step outside my
recognize. Why she thinks body begins to shiver unconshe needs to tell me to drive trollably. For a person my
carefully is beyond my pay age and size that is a little
level, I am sure. Maybe, and humiliating. I do not want
this is just a guess on my part, any part of my body working
she has ridden with me while without my permission.
Once I got over the
I was driving.
If that is the case I humiliation of my body shiv-

Want To Buy

Ali-Wepner
Boxing Poster
March 24, 1975
“Chance Of A Lifetime”

Muhammad Ali
vs.
Chuck Wepner
Illustrated Cardboard
Poster - 14” x 22”
Boxing Show Held At The Richfield
Coliseum (Richfield, Ohio)
Also Interested In Buying
The “On-Site” Boxing Program

Call: (330) 856-7047 Or
(216)721-1674

ering beyond my control, I
began to see the positive side
of it. If you look hard enough,
you can see the positive side
in everything. It took me a
while, but I finally got to
where I began to appreciate
the positive side of shivering
in the cold.
My wife is always
suggesting that I try to lose a
little bit of weight and maybe exercising a little bit will
help. But I am not as young
as I used to be. I think I have
earned the time to goof off
and do nothing. In fact, I
have become quite the expert
at doing nothing. If anybody
can do nothing, it is me and I
do it quite well.
At my age, exercise is a little more than I can
handle. I have put myself on
a 12-step program when it
comes to exercise. Six steps
from my chair to the refrigerator, and six steps back to
my chair. That is the kind of
exercise that I can really deal
with.
Then the shivering
idea came into my lackadaisical head. I do not often get
a chance to pull one over on
my wife, and I thought I had
a wonderful plan at this point.
I practiced for several days so
that I could get it right.
Then an opportunity
presented itself.
“Maybe,” my wife
said as seriously as she has
ever been, “you should do a
little bit of exercise.”
“I get plenty of exercise,” I said rather smugly.
“Oh yeah,” she said
with both hands firmly placed
on her hips. “Where are you
getting any exercise?”
“I get all the exercise I need,” I said, “by shivering out in the cold.”
She looked at me
for a moment and finally
said, “You know that you’re
a mess!”
Paul said it best
when he said, “For bodily
exercise profiteth little: but
godliness is profitable unto
all things, having promise
of the life that now is, and
of that which is to come” (1
Timothy 4:8).
The best exercise, of
course is spiritual. Exercising
my faith in God is the most
important thing in my life.
Rev. James L. Snyder is pastor of the Family
of God Fellowship, PO Box
831313, Ocala, FL 34483.
He lives with his
wife, Martha, in Silver
Springs Shores. Call him at
1-866-552-2543 or e-mail
jamessnyder2@att.net
or
website www.jamessnyderministries.com.

squads simply stayed in the
locker room. In the Seattle
vs. Tennessee match, even
the singer of the National
Anthem took a knee after her
performance.
These surreal spectacles took place amid verbal
attacks from the president
against other Black athletes
and sports personalities.
Trump suggested that ESPN
fire anchor Jemele Hill because of her comments calling him a White supremacist.
He also rescinded an offer to
Golden State Warriors star
Stephen Curry to visit the
White House, after Curry
had already rejected the offer,
which provoked Cleveland
Cavaliers forward LeBron
James to call Trump a “bum.”
Thus, going into Take a Knee
Sunday, the odds were already stacked against Trump.
The anthem’s lyrics
are an ode to the country and
God, demonstrating how civil religion binds the two. The
song is a powerful relic of the
country’s origin story and is
an important part of the civil
religious tradition.
It is performed at
sports and entertainment
events, and all sorts of public
gatherings and ceremonies.
But as Manifest Destiny and
Providentialism would have
it, the country’s birth cannot
be separated from God’s will
for a city on a hill. Hence, the
full lyrics reveal that one cannot revere the country without honoring God either:
Blest with vict’ry
and peace may the heav’n
rescued land
Praise the power
that hath made and preserv’d
us a nation!
Then conquer we
must, when our cause it is
just,
And this be our motto — ‘In God is our trust,’
And the Star-Spangled Banner in triumph shall
wave

O’er the land of
the free and the home of the
brave
As a side fact, the
anthem’s author, Francis
Scott Key, owned slaves and
seemingly nods to their death
at the hands of American
troops in a different passage
of the song: “No refuge could
save the hireling and slave
from the terror of flight, or
the gloom of the grave.”
This passage has
been understood to refer to
the killing of those slaves
who abandoned the American side to fight for the British in the Revolutionary War.
Hence, the raw racial animus
of the lyrics is telling, particularly that the most sacred
song of freedom even mentions the word “slave” at all.
On multiple levels,
Trump’s rally around the
anthem tugs at heart-strings
for Black Americans, not to
mention those who associate
the anthem with military service and sacrifice. Trump’s
frame of the issue is that
players are disrespecting the
country, rather than respecting themselves.
The turmoil has
caused some commentators
to suggest that sports and
politics shouldn’t be mixed.
However, this suggestion is
ingenuous. First, the notion is
impossible because sporting
events are already heavily
politicized.
Military ceremonies, gun salutes and heavy
military recruiting are a constant at these events. Sports
are thus already politicized,
and in turn, politics has always had to contend with
Black athletes and their political influences, from Jack
Johnson, the first Black
heavyweight boxing champion, to Muhammad Ali, and
now, the originator of the
anthem protest, former San
Francisco 49ers quarterback
Colin Kaepernick.
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This notion is particularly uncritical when considering that Black success
in America has been largely
limited to sports and entertainment. Without these platforms, Black people would
have even less opportunity
to express their political
voice. For example, aside
from these platforms, the
only political foundation for
Black people has been religious, such as the church or
mosque. Former President
Barack Obama, who came
from none of these backgrounds, is the rarest of exceptions.
Thinking of Obama
in this context is useful when
considering the depth of
White privilege in America.
One need only imagine the
political backlash if President
Obama would have called
anyone a “son of a bitch” during a public speech. Trump’s
Whiteness and wealth allow
him to say things that would
have likely destroyed Obama
had he uttered the same.
Perhaps
the greatest difficulty with
Trump’s use of the anthem
to push his agenda is the potential conflict with other religious forms. That is, kneeling often accompanies prayer
in general, an obvious point
that Trump should have recognized.
Accordingly, in an
interview, Baltimore Ravens
star Ray Lewis said that when
he knelt for the anthem, he
was “praying,” not protesting. The anti-kneel campaign
will seemingly be doomed if

more players decided to pray
during the anthem. After all,
the idea is not new since Tim
Tebow was already famous
for his kneeling and praying
during games. Moreover, it
is not like standing for the
anthem is an absolute since
every Sunday, countless
Americans are content to sit
through the ceremony while
watching TV at home.
Trump’s attempt to
use civil religion is backfiring because it is bringing out
what Americans hate most
about religion: When followers tell you their way is the
only way.
In this instance, it is
particularly distasteful coming from a draft-dodger who
has too many videos of him
bumbling around when the
anthem is playing and it is
hard to take him seriously.
It may be time for us all to
take a knee, for the sake of
rising above this hatred, and
before the First Amendment
becomes a relic of the past.
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Zips women basketball beat KSU
In a classic rivalry battle between the University
of Akron women’s basketball team and its cross-town foe
Kent State University, the Zips earned their first win in MidAmerican Conference play defeating their rivals, the Golden
Flashes, 75-60, Saturday afternoon at James A. Rhodes Arena
in part one of the Crystal Clinic Orthopaedic Wagon Wheel
Challenge. With the win over Kent State, Akron earned a
half point in the season-long competition between the two
schools. The Zips now lead in the Crystal Clinic Orthopaedic
Wagon Wheel Challenge, 4.0-1.5.
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Westside Boxing Club will sponsor Battle In The Ballroom 23 amateur boxing show on Saturday, February 3, 2018
at 7:00 p.m. at the Slovenian National Home, 6417 St. Clair Ave.
For tickets, call Bill Godhard at 440-785-4900.

Zips place second in invitational
In its final meet of the regular season, the Akron swimming and diving team notched an impressive second-place team
finish at the Shamrock Invitational culminating the two-day competition on Saturday afternoon at the Rolfs Aquatic Center with a
score of 842. The Zips’ swimmers claimed victories in two races,
and placed in the top-three spots in five of the six swimming events,
while on the boards Akron placed 14th. The Zips finished the completion bettering a trio of Big Ten opponents in the final team standings. The afternoon started off with freshman Brooke Lamoureux
(Trenton, Ontario) completing the 1650 freestyle in 16:48.58 for a
third-place performance. In the 100 freestyle, junior Sadie Fazekas
(Windsor, Ontario) claimed a second-place finish with a 49.31 time.

Cavs can only beat Magic, James Hits 30,000
By KARL BRYANT

Luckily the Cavs
get to play the Orlando Magic. That’s the team that in
the first week of the season
brought to an end a 17-game
losing streak to the Cavs.
Fortunately, the Magic have
returned to their role as the
Cavs’ Patsy again, although
the games have been very
close.
The Cavs have won
just two of their last nine
games with both of the “Ws”
coming against Orlando.
Who says they don’t believe
in a bit of Magic? Despite
the losses piling up, LeBron
James scored his 30,000th career point.
During their horrid
road trip earlier this month,
the Cavs only win was in
Orlando, 131-127. When
they returned Home, the
only game the Cavs won was

against the Magic.
They built a 23
points lead against Orlando
and then watched the Magic
put on a furious rally and go
up by a point. Isaiah Thomas was fouled with 11 seconds left and made both free
throws to put the Cavs up,
104-103.
The Magic missed
a layup and a jump ball was
called on a simultaneous possession rebound. Orlando
committed a jump ball violation and the Cavs escaped
with the win.
Despite meager 6 of
15 shooting, Thomas led the
Cavs with 21 points, while
Elfrid Payton led Orlando
with 19.
The Cavs then lost a
148-124 “Game of the Week”
nationally televised debacle
to OKC. The last time the
Cavs gave up 148 points was
at the old Cleveland Arena,

in January 2, 1972, in their
second year of existence.
Billy Cunningham poured in
38 points for the 76ers and
Bobby “Bingo” Smith hit 28
for the Cavs in that 148-119
disaster.
To top it off, the
Thunder showed mercy on
the Cavs as they held the ball
in the final minute and let the
shot clock run out to turn the
ball back over to CLE. Thomas led the Cavs with 24 points
and James added 18 points.
For OKC: Paul
George scored 38 points;
Carmelo Anthony, 23 points
with 10 rebounds; and Russell Westbrook, 23 points,
a whopping 20 assists, and
just missing a Triple Double
with nine boards. Afterwards,
a dazed James said, “I don’t
think I’ve ever given up 148
points, even in video games.”
After licking their
wounds, the Cavs then took

Block, 18 for OU.
Kent State lost,
72-65, to MAC West leader
Toledo (14-6, 6-1 MAC).
Kevin Zabo scored 20 for
the Golden Flashes and
Tre-Shaun Fletcher scored
17 points with 12 rebounds
to lead Toledo. KSU (1010, 4-3 MAC) then needed
overtime to survive Ball
State, 88-80.
The teams were
tied at 71-all the end of
regulation. Zabo, who led
the Golden Flashes with 21
points, scored seven in the
extra session. Tayler Persons, who tallied the trey
to send the game into OT,
scored 19 to lead Ball State
(12-8, 3-4 MAC).
Cleveland
State
hosted
Illinois-Chicago,
a couple of days after a
70-67 nipping of Indiana
U.-Purdue U., Indianapolis (IUPUI), behind Kenny
Carpenter’s 23 points. The
Horizon League schedulemaker must do a better
job looking up a member
school’s NBA counterpart’s
schedule. Each CSU con-

test - Thursday’s at 7:00 and
Saturday’s at 3:30 - tipped
off exactly at the same time
as a Cavaliers’ Home game
down the street. Against
UIC, the Vikings lost the
lead on a three at the Halftime buzzer, and never got
it back. Tyree Appleby led
CSU (5-16, 2-6 HL) with
19 points and Godwin Boahen led UIC (10-11, 5-3
HL) with 18. Jordan Blount
added 17 points and 11 rebounds for the Flames.
Youngstown State
lost to UIC, 92-68, as Braun

to the road and lost yet again,
114-102, to San Antonio.
With a second remaining in
the 1st Quarter, James, who
afterwards acknowledged,
“It’s just a special moment,”
hit a jumper to become the
youngest player in NBA history to score 30,000 points.
(Kobe Bryant had previously
been the youngest.)
The Spurs outscored

the Cavs by a dozen in the
2nd Quarter to take the lead
and never relinquished it.
James led the Cavs with 28
points. Kevin Love, rumored
to be ill but in the team doghouse, scored 10 to go with
11 rebounds.
LaMarcus Aldridge
led S.A. with 30 points. Bryn
Forbes, who a few years
ago left Cleveland State in

the lurch when he “hardship
transferred” to Michigan
State (some hardship), scored
eight points for the Spurs.
In the meantime,
James and Steph Curry were
named as captains in the upcoming All-Star Game as top
vote-getters in their respective conferences and after
starters are named, will
choose other teammates.

By ANDREW CARTER

were defeated for the third
straight time.
In what was supposed to
be a rebuilding year, first year
OSU Coach Chris Holtmann
had won his first nine Big
Ten games, an OSU record,
and the third longest streak
to begin a career in Conference history. Unfortunately,
the Nittany Lions (14-8, 3-5
B1G) rained down threes on
the Buckeye parade as they
made their first five and a
team record 11 of 14 on the
game. OSU made seven of 15
shots from beyond the arc.
OSU (18-5, 9-1 B1G)
fought back and was down
one at the Half. In the 2nd
Half, PSU extended their
lead to nine until Kieta BatesDiop, who made four of five
treys, including three in the
last 2:07, led a strong comeback. Bates-Diop, who led
OSU with 25 points, tied the
game with a perimeter shot
with five seconds left.
Unfortunately,
Tony Carr, who led PSU with
28 points on 10 of 14 shooting – four of five on treys,
threw up a long shot just in-

side the half-court line that
banked off the backboard and
in at the buzzer for the win.
Meanwhile, the OSU
Women, a pre-season favorite who started the season 162, 5-0 in the Big Ten, have
now lost three straight Conference Games.
The Hawkeyes were
up nine at the Half and led
throughout. They were 9 of
17 from the perimeter, while
the Buckeyes were a poor
five of 23. Iowa dished out
26 assists and OSU, a meager
five.
Megan Gustafson, who totaled 29 points, was a scoring
force inside and a major reason two frontline Buckeyes
fouled out. Kathleen Doyle
added 25, with 11 assists.
Chase Coley had a dozen
points to go with 11 boards
for Iowa (16-5, 4-4 B1G).
Kelsey Mitchell led
OSU (16-5, 5-3 B1G) with
27 points. Stephanie Mavunga, who fouled out, added 15
points and 10 boards. Linnae
Harper scored 17 points and
grabbed 12 rebounds from
her guard spot.

Bad night for Buckeye hoops
It was a bad night for Buckeye Basketball, as both the
Men’s and Women’s teams
took it on the chin. In front of
a Home crowd at the Schottenstein Center, the No. 13
Men lost a Big Ten game for
the first time this year on a
buzzer beater, 82-79. The No.
12 Women lost unexpectedly
in Iowa City, 102-89, as they

Akron wins twice, KSU, CSU once
By KARL BRYANT

With conference action
in full swing, Akron was
able to escape the MidAmerican Conference cellar as they won two games,
as Kent State won once. In
the Horizon League, Cleveland State, and Youngstown
State each split two games.
Akron won twice,
beating Northern Illinois,
82-67, and squeaking past
Ohio, 70-67. It’s the first
time the Zips have won
back-to-back games since
mid-December. A statistical
quirk, Malcolm Duvivier
and Virshon Cotton each
scored 17 points to lead
Akron, while Dante Thorpe
and Eugene German scored
16 apiece to lead NIU (9-10,
2-4 MAC).
In a battle to avoid
the MAC East basement
a couple of days later, the
Zips squeezed by OU (910, 2-5 MAC). The Bobcats
never led, but stayed close
throughout. Jimond Ivey
scored 16 points for Akron
(10-9, 3-4 MAC) and Gavin

Hartfield led the Penguins
with 25 points. Marcus
Oppey led the Flames with
29 points. During the game,
Tai Odiase, who scored 17
points for UIC, recorded
five blocks to set a Horizon League record of 310,
which surpassed that of former YSU standout Damian
Eargle. A couple of days
later, YSU (6-16, 4-4 HL)
clobbered UIPUI, 85-62,
on the strength of 23 points
by Cameron Morse. Aaron
Brennan’s 14 points led IUPUI (7-13, 4-5 HL).

Boxing Nostalgia
By JIM AMATO

Rafael Herrera was one of the best fighters
Rafael
Herrera
was born of humble beginnings on January 7, 1945
in Jalisco, Mexico. He
would become a professional boxer at the age of
18. For years he fought fellow novices, losing some
but winning more. He was
making a name for himself
though.
In
1966,
he
climbed up the ladder
with a win against rugged
Memin Vega. Two fights
later he drew with Geraldo
Luna.
From the Luna
bout Herrera ’s career
took off. He reeled off 16
straight wins. Herrera was
then matched with future
world champion Jesus ”
Chucho ” Castillo. Herrera was overwhelmed by
Castillo and lost in three
rounds.
Herrera was no
quitter. He drew with Canada’s Billy McGrandle but
two fights later he lost to
the highly regarded Raul
Cruz.
As 1970 rolled
around, Herrera was considered a top notch boxer
but not championship material. That all changed
when he decided that he
was good enough to make

Herrera

it to the top.
This time, again,
Herrera won a decision
over Octavio Gomez. This
led to a shot against undefeated Rodolfo Martinez
for North American Boxing Federation bantamweight title. In a very close
and exciting fight, Herrera
got the verdict and the title.
That was the
spring board for Herrera
’s career. Next he would
halt the highly regarded
Cesar Deciga. Two fights
later he avenged an earlier loss by outscoring the
talented “Chucho” Castillo. In March of 1972
Herrera challenged the
legendary Ruben Olivares
for the world’s championship. The proud champion
fought his heart out but
Herrera was not to be de-

nied and he won in round
eight capturing the World
Boxing Association and
World Boxing Council
bantamweight titles.
Four months later
Herrera traveled to Panama to take on smooth boxing native Enrique Pinder
who outpointed Herrera
to take the title. The WBC
then stripped Pinder of the
title for refusing to defend
against Rodolfo Martinez.
In the meantime
Herrera and Olivares
hooked up in a rematch
with Herrera winning a
majority ten round decision.
In January of
1973, Pinder was halted
by hard punching Romeo
Anaya to lose the WBA
title. In April of 1973 Herrera and Martinez met for
the vacant WBC title. In a
wild affair Herrera stopped
Martinez in round 12 to
annex the crown. In August, Anaya would again
KO Pinder to retain the
WBA title.
Herrera would finish 1973 with a close decision win against Thailand’s
Venice Borkhorsor. The
Thai southpaw had once
held the flyweight title. He
gave Herrera fits early on
as Herrera suffered cuts

and swelling around both
eyes. Herrera gamely battled his way back and after
15 brutal rounds, Herrera
was awarded a controversial decision.
In November of
1973, South African Arnold Taylor came from
behind to bomb out Anaya
to capture the WBA ‘s title
recognition.
In May of 1974,
Herrera defended against
ex-champ Anaya and
stopped him in round six.
Next up was a third fight
with Rodolfo Martinez.
This time Martinez turned
the tables halting Herrera
in the fourth round.
Now without a
title Herrera dropped verdicts to Octavio Gomez
and Jose Luis Soto. Next
came a draw with Jose
Cervantes and Herrera retired. Herrera came back
ten years later to win a four
rounder against Alfredo
Meneses. He then promptly retired for good.
In 61 fights Herrera posted a record of 499-3. He scored 19 knockouts and was stopped on
only two occasions. He
was a solid champion who
bridged the reigns of Ruben Olivares and Carlos
Zarate.
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Sommore, Earthquake to headline 'Festival of Laughs'

The 'Festival of
Laughs' Tour featuring:
Sommore, Earthquake,
George Wallace, and
Bruce Bruce will return to
the Cleveland Playhouse
on Sunday, Febuary 18.
Tickets are on
sale, and ticket prices range
from $62.75 - $104.50
Sommore reigns
as the undisputed “Queen
of Comedy.” This trendsetting, highly-acclaimed veteran entertainer is widely
considered one of America’s top comedic female
entertainers.
With a winning
combination of class and
sass, Sommore offers audiences a hilarious, yet
piercing look at today’s issues from a woman’s perspective.
Sommore is frank
and fearless in her routines, tackling topics that
range from the mundane

Sommore
to the controversial with
wit, intelligence and style.
Praised by critics, respected
by her peers, and adored by
a diverse fan base, she performs her stand-up act to
sold-out audiences across the
country, and she is among the
top-grossing stand-up comediennes in the United States
and abroad.
Oprah Winfrey proclaimed
her “a force to be reckoned
with in the new millennium.”

Earthquake

Earthquake
appeared on ABC’s The View
in a special segment of
stand-up comedians showcased by the cast of The
View as their personal favorites in 2013 and he appeared on the show as the
favorite of Comedic Great,
Whoopi Goldberg.
Earthquake performed a half-hour HBO
special as part of the series
One Night Stand, which

Sommore

Ridin’ Dirty,” and “Candy.”
Some of Scarface’s
early music videos (“A Minute
to Pray and a Second to Die”)
featured community activist
Quanell X in supporting roles.
Despite limited commercial appeal, he remains out
of the norm and uniquely popular amongst those in the industry, and has been described as
“your favorite rapper’s favorite
rapper.” Comedian Chris Rock
praised Scarface as one of the
best three rappers of all time on
his list of the Top-25 Hip-Hop
Albums ever.

Legends of Hip Hop comes to the Wolstein Center

Legends of Hip Hop
comes to the Wolstein Center,
2000 Prospect Ave. on March
16 at 8:00 p.m.
The tour features
TOO SHORT, JUVENILE,
Scarface, DJ QUIK, 8 BALL,
MJG, and PROJECT PAT.
Tickets are on sale
and range from $59.00 to
$99.00.
Too Short is a rapper, record producer, and actor. He is best known for his
hit songs like “The Ghetto”
and “Blow the Whistle”
and “Ain’t Nothing Like
Pimpin.’”
Too Short is credited as being one of the pioneer rappers of West Coast
hip hop.
Juvenile was a
member of the former hip hop
group The Hot Boys. He began his career began in 1995,
when, at 17, he released his
debut album Being Myself.
Juvenile released
his tenth studio album Rejuvenation in 2012, which was
distributed by Rap-A-Lot
Records.The first single from
the album is “Power” featuring Rick Ross. Juvenile collaborated with Lil Wayne, DJ
Khaled, and Drake.
Juvenile
announced and confirmed that
he re-signed in 2014 to Cash

scarface
Money. His last album, The
Fundamentals, was released in
February 2014.
Scarface, is an rapper
and music producer and former
member of the Geto Boys.
In 2012, The Source
ranked him #16 on their list of
the Top 50 Lyricists of All Time,
while About.com ranked him
#10 on its list of the 50 Greatest
MCs of Our Time (1987-2007).
Scarface has appeared
on Freeway’s album Free at
Last and on Beanie Sigel’s album, The Solution. Scarface is
currently planning production;
he has produced three tracks
on UGK’s Underground Kingz
including “Life Is 2009,” “Still

MENU TIPS

Meals made easier
Finding time to
cook a healthy dinner for the
whole family to enjoy can be
a challenge.
With a little planning and advance prep, however, making a family dinner can be a cinch. Here are
six ways to get ahead of the
curve:
Create a weekly
menu.
Try these no-fuss,
easy-to-make dinner ideas:
Combine bone-in
chicken breasts with equal
parts water, chicken stock and
canned tomatoes in your slow
cooker. Add chopped carrots,
onions and celery. Cook low
and slow all day. About an
hour before dinner, remove
chicken from slow cooker
and add one package of frozen corn and one can of pinto
beans. While the corn and
beans are heating, shred the
chicken using two forks and

return to the soup. Serve soup
in warmed bowls and garnish
with green and black olives, cilantro, avocado, green onions,
wedges of lime and shredded
jack cheese. Serve with a simple
green salad.
Assemble a quick
sheet pan dinner by creating
a flavorful base using a good
amount of green and black olives, halved cherry tomatoes,
and a small handful or two of
capers. Drizzle with a good glug
of Lindsay Buttery California
Extra Virgin Olive Oil, season
lightly with salt and black pepper, and toss so veggies are well
coated.
Lay a flaky white fish
fillet of your choice on top of the
veggies and drizzle with more
olive oil and salt and pepper.
Scatter a few sprigs of thyme on
top. Store in the fridge until dinner time, then bake until fish is
done. Serve with a tossed green
salad and crusty French bread.

Just
Jazz

By NANCY ANN LEE

Coleman Hawkins
Mention tenor saxophone stylists today and
Coleman Hawkins is the first
name that comes up. He was
a pioneer whose full-bodied warm tones and buoyant
rhythmic feel have inspired
countless jazz musicians since
the 1930's.
Hawkins was born in
St. Joseph, Mo. in 1904. His
music studies began on piano,
cello and, by age nine, tenor.
He gained fame as a
soloist for his first recordings
with Fletcher Henderson's
band in 1923. He left the band
in 1934 to perform and record
in Europe with Benny Carter,
Django Reinhardt and others.
In 1939, he returned
to the U.S., formed a nine
piece band (until 1941) which
recorded his biggest, "Body
& Soul," and, then a nationally recognized artist, he assembled the band for the first
bop record session (on Apollo)
in 1944.
Hawkins continued
to tour internationally and to
record with major jazz luminaries until the late 1960s. By
then, his health was declining
due to heavy drinking. He
died on May 19, 1969 of bronchial pneumonia in New York
City's Wickersham Hospital.
Hawkins was the
most influential person in the
evolution of the tenor saxophone, enjoying great artistic
and commercial success and
the first tenorman to creatively
reconstruct ballads. He was
considered a legend in his own
time and is still admired today
for his extraordinary artistry.
Countless recordings
he made are still available.

first aired on August 26,
2005. He also had a small
role in Kevin Smith's film
Clerks II, and a supporting
role in the film The Longshots. He had a recurring
role as Chris' Uncle Mike,
on Everybody Hates Chris.
He voiced Root the Rooster
in the 2006 CGI film, Barnyard and in the video game
of the same title, and continues to do so on the TV
series spinoff, Back at the
Barnyard.
Earthquake started
off in radio contributing every Tuesday and Thursday
on The Steve Harvey Morning Show and has been
known to fill-in as a personality while Steve Harvey
was on vacation. In 2013,
Quake joined 107.5 WBLS
as a full-time radio personality weekdays from 3pm to
7pm with Déjà Vu.[6] He
left the station in February
2016.Since leaving radio,
Earthquake has toured the
country as a headliner for
'Festival of Laughs.'
George Wallace's
break came when one of
his clients opened a comedy club. In 1977, Wallace
walked on stage for the first
time, wearing a preacher's
robe and calling himself
The Right Reverend Dr.
George Wallace. His routine was completely impro-

vised.

After one of his
performances, producers
from The Redd Foxx Show
asked him to write for the
popular series. However,
after only one year of writing, Wallace returned to
the stage.
Wallace became
a regular at The Comedy
Store in West Hollywood.
He was named the Best
Male Standup Comedian
during the 1995 American
Comedy Awards. He also
starred in his own HBO
special and has appeared on
many television shows, including The Tonight Show,
The Oprah Winfrey Show
and Late Night with David
Letterman.
Wallace has had
supporting roles in a number of films, including 3
Strikes and the Coen Brothers film The Ladykillers
(2004, as Sheriff Wyner).
Wallace also appeared in
Batman Forever (1995) as
the Mayor of Gotham City.
Bruce Bruce was
the host of BET's ComicView and has appeared in
stand-up comedy specials
and television series.
Tickets are on
sale now at the Playhouse
Square box office.

Chris' Cinema Trivia &
Movie Match Up
By CHRIS APPLING



TRIVIA - (Comedies)

1. In the 'Player's
Club' (1998), rapper/actor
Ice Cube wrote, directed and
executive-produced the film
about an African-American
girl (Lisa Raye) who pays
for her college tuition by
dancing at a strip club, but
who is the black comedian
who plays "Dollar Bill:" the
club owner and who now has
his own T.V. sitcom about a
comedian who is raising his
sister's 3 kids because she is
a drug addict?
2. Comedian D.L.
Hughley went from hosting
a show on BET to starring
in his own T.V. sitcom 'The
Hughleys,' about a successful,
snack vending machine
entrepreneur who moves his
African-American family
to an integrated suburb, but
in what movie did he star
as one of four, close, male
friends and whose character
was married to a reserved,
proper wife who was afraid
to try new love techniques?
3. Cedric The Entertainer
is best known as
Steve Harvey's best friend on
'The Steve Harvey Show,' but
in what film did he star as a
black minister who is hired by



an African-American family
to hold the funeral for a
recently departed loved?
4. In 'Showtime'
(2001), white, acting legend
Robert DeNiro stars as a
cop who is hired by a T.V.
production company to have
a camera crew follow him
on his daily patrol to star in
a 'reality show' about police
officers, but who is the black,
comedy legend who plays
DeNiro's partner that uses
this opportunity to fulfill his
acting dreams?
5. Martin Lawrence
made his comical, motionpicture
debut as one of the
hot, neighborhood homies
on a sweltering summer day
in Bed-Stuy, N.Y. in Spike
Lee's 'Do The Right Thing'
(1989), before starring in his
own, FOX sitcom 'Martin,'
but in what movie does he
star as an employee at a
medieval theme park who is
transported back in time to
the 1300s in England?
ANSWERS: 1. Bernie Mac
2. 'The Brothers' (2001) 3.
'Kingdom Come' (2001)
4. Eddie Murphy 5.
'Black Knight' (2001)

MOVIE MATCH-UP - (Martin Lawrence)

FILMS:
1. 'House Party' (1990)
2. 'Boomerang' (1992)
3. 'Bad Boys' (1995)
4. 'Life' (1999)
5. 'Big Momma's House'
(2000)
ROLES:
a) wrongfully imprisoned
for more than 40 years

b) bad-breathed, D.J. for
Kid 'N' Play
c) disguised in under cover
cop mission
d) ad exec friend of playboy
e) switches places with police
partner
ANSWERS: 1, b; 2, d; 3, e;
4, a; 5, c

Da 'Round Da Way Rewind Review

'Kidnap' is a decent action thriller
By C.M. APPLING

Cleveland, Ohio, is a
special city. While not a major
metropolis like New York City,
Los Angeles, Houston, Miami
or Atlanta, it nonetheless has its
own, Midwestern charm and historical significance.
Not only is it the birthplace where comic book creators
Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster
made Superman, but it is the epicenter of America’s music itself
with The Rock And Roll Hall Of
Fame.
And, while several,
white celebrities call Cleveland
home (including the late
Bob Hope, Paul Newman [a
Shaker native like me], Drew
Carey, late horror filmmaker Wes
Craven (A Nightmare on Elm
Street and Scream franchises),
and UFC Heavyweight mixedmartial arts champ Stipe Miocic),
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there are also African-American
celebs who hail from the Lake
Erie area.
Beginning with famed,
Harlem Renaissance writer
Langston Hughes, there is also
actressmatriarch Ruby Dee, (who
grew up on the same street as my
wife’s late grandmother), music
legends The O’Jays (who live in
Shaker like I do), R&B group LeVert (featuring Gerald and Sean,
who I went to high school with),
90’s rap/hip-hop group BoneThugs-N-Harmony, Empire actor Terrence Howard (who went
to high school with my wife),
and, ultimate basketball phe
nom, [King] LeBron James (who
brought the Cleveland Cavaliers a
2016 NBA championship!).
While all of these black
celebrities are each outstanding in
their own right, it is the multifaceted Halle Berry who has
shown her range of character and
talent in Hollywood cinema. She
starred opposite Eddie Murphy in
the comedy Boomerang (1992),
portrayed author Alex Haley’s
quadroon grandmother in the
slave mini-series Queen (1993), a
reformed drug addict trying to regain custody of her son in Losing
Isaiah (1995), an American secret
agent in the British, James Bond
movie Die Another Day (2002),
and, the mutant super-heroine,
Storm, in the X-Men film
anchise. But, it was her performance in the interracial drama
Monster’s Ball (2001) for which
she won the Oscar for Best Actress. (Also, she is the only, African-American actress who has
ever won in that Academy Award
category). And, since even Hollywood legends have their fair
share of motion-picture hits, flops
and ‘so-so’ flicks, Halle’s Kidnap,
a dramatic thriller, is one entry
that does not disappoint fans.
The movie opens with
the point-of-view montage of
Halle’s character using a home
video camcorder to document her
son growing up: from newborn to
young child. Then, in the present,
we see Karla Dyson (Halle Berry); an attractive, light-skinned,

African-American waitress working at a restaurant. While Karla
serves the various, idiosyncratic
customers, her light-skinned,
bespectacled, 6-year old son,
Frankie (Sage Correa) waits patiently at the counter until his
mother finishes her shift. Later,
they drive to the park to attend a
fair. As Frankie scampers nearby,
Karla keeps in contact with him
by playing ‘Marco Polo’. Karla
gets a phone call and finds out
that her ex-husband wants full
custody of their son. When she
hangs up, she returns to where she
left Frankie, but he is gone. After
calling his name several times,
she then screams when she sees a
woman pulling him inside a car.
As the green hatchback
car drives away, Karla grabs onto
it and is dragged until she loses
her grip and falls. She gets back
up and runs but drops her cell
phone behind. In manic desperation, she follows the green hatchback in her own, red mini-van.
Both cars speed onto the highway. All of a sudden, the green
car opens its rear hatch and the
kidnappers dump miscellaneous
items out onto the highway to
drive Karla off the road. Karla
weaves on the street and causes
other cars to crash. Karla drives
up next to the green vehicle as
they roll down their rear window.
Karla screams again
when she sees that a white hand
has a knife at Frankie’s throat.
Using the threat, the white arm
motions for Karla to veer away
onto the off-ramp. Later, Karla
catches back up and follows them
again. Using Frankie’s tape recorder, Karla recites the green
car’s license plate number and
listens to the voice of the female
kidnapper enticing Frankie to go
with her. Karla drives erratically
to attract the attention of a male
cop on a motorcycle, but the kidnapper’s car squeezes the officer
between both cars before making
him crash.
When both cars stop,
Terry (Lew Temple), a sloppylooking, white, blond man gets
out to warn Karla way before

his partner, Margo (Chris McGinn), an overweight, unattractive, white,blonde woman, wants
to blackmail Karla for $10,000.
While Terry starts driving again
with Frankie, Margo sits behind
Karla in the mini-van. Margo attacks Karla until Karla throws her
out of the mini-van. But, Karla
loses Terry’s trail when he threatens to throw Frankie out of the
car.
Karla goes to a local
police station and tells them about
her crisis. However, after seeing
so many ‘Missing Child’ posters
on the wall, she loses patience
and leaves to find her boy now.
After realizing that
Terry has now switched cars to
a black Volvo, Karla follows him
down a deserted road until she
runs out of gas. Karla flags down
another car but Terry returns and
crashes
the Volvo into the stranger’s car.
Terry shoots at Karla with a shotgun, but she manages to use his
car to kill him regardless. Karla
reads his driver’s license to get
his home address.
Karla sneaks inside
Terry’s house and finds Margo
has come back. When Margo
goes outside, Karla dials 9-1-1.
When Karla finds Frankie locked
in a barn, there are also two, kidnapped, white girls. Making a
promise to come back for them
soon, Karla and Frankie run to the
lake while being chased by Margo
and her dog. Hiding beneath the
pier, Karla grabs Margo’s ankles
and pulls her underwater to drown
her. Karla and Frankie return to
the barn for the girls but a white,
male ‘neighbor’ catches them together. When Karla finds out that
he is actually the third kidnapper,
she knocks him out with a shovel
and utters a classic line: “You
took the wrong kid!” The police
arrive and escort the reunited
mother, son, and two, little girls
to safety.
Kidnap is a decent
action/thriller that keeps your
attention and delivers a frantically riveting performance from
Berry.
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Godmother of Rock and Roll ‘Marie And Rosetta’ comes to Allen Theatre

Cleveland
Play House (CPH) is
proud to bring George
Brant’s Marie and Rosetta to the Allen Theatre stage. Marie and
Rosetta chronicles the
story of 2018 Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame Early
Influence Inductee Sister Rosetta Tharpe and
her counterpart Marie
Knight as they changed
the landscape of modern
music.
Miche Braden
will make her return to
Cleveland Play House
as Sister Rosetta Tharpe
alongside CPH newcomer Chaz Hodges as
Marie Knight. Directed
by Neil Pepe, Marie
and Rosetta runs January 20 through February
11, 2018 in the Allen
Theatre at Playhouse
Square.
“I am thrilled
to be working with Miche Braden and Chaz
Hodges,” says Marie
and Rosetta Director
Neil Pepe. “They are
both outstanding actors and I have been a
great fan of their work
for some time. Some
may remember Miche’s
terrific performance as
Bessie Smith in (the
CPH Production of) The
Devil’s Music, and Chaz
has been doing wonderful work on the west
coast and had originally
played the role of Marie
in two developmental
workshops. It will be so
wonderful to see them
bring Marie and Rosetta
to life in Cleveland.”
“I couldn’t be
more excited about our
cast,” says Playwright
George Brant. “I had the
great pleasure of seeing
the mesmerizing Miche
Braden in The Devil’s
Music here in Cleve-

Braden

Hodges

land a few years ago,
and her performance in
some ways inspired me
to write Marie and Rosetta in the first place.
For her to now be taking on the role of Sister
Rosetta Tharpe here at
CPH feels like a very
fortunate full circle. In a
similar vein, I can’t wait
to officially work with
Chaz Hodges in the role
of Marie Knight. Chaz
workshopped the play
twice and greatly influenced the character’s
development; her combination of vulnerability
and sense of humor are
a rare gift.”
The cast
ncludes:
Miche Braden
(Sister Rosetta Tharpe)
was last seen on the
CPH stage as Bessie/
music director in The
Devil’s Music: The
Life & Blues of Bessie
Smith. Since then, TDM
has enjoyed extended
runs in MA, CA, D.C.,
and a Blues Cruise. She
and TDM have multi
nominations
including the Drama Desk,
Lucille Lortel, Carbonell, Off-Broadway
Alliance, Audelco, LA
Critics Choice, Beyond
Broadway (LA & DC),
and Connecticut Critics’ Awards. Miche has
appeared in and served
as musical director/arranger in many stage
productions including

The People’s Temple,
Gee’s Bend, The Bluest Eye, Lady Day at
Emerson’s Bar & Grill,
and two NYMF shows,
Acappella: The Musical (Best Ensemble)
and The Goree All Girl
String Band. Miche was
a member of the band
Rough Magic in three
productions of The
Tempest. She served
as Musical Director for
the South Coast Repertory production in
Costa Mesa, CA earning her an LA Critics
Nomination. She did
vocal arrangements for
Spike Lee’s Da Sweet
Blood of Jesus and has
appeared on Law &
Order SVU. She has
recorded with Regina
Carter, James Carter,
Gayelynn McKinney,
Postmodern Jukebox,
and her CD Diva Out
Of Bounds. Her performance is dedicated
to the memory of her
mother Dr. Mildred J.
Dobey, who last saw
her perform at CPH
before passing away in
2013.
Chaz Hodges
(Marie Knight) received her Masters of
Fine Arts from UCSD
in San Diego. Regional
credits at La Jolla Playhouse: In the Red and
Brown Water (Oya), A
Lie of the Mind (Beth),
Little Children Dream
of God (Madison). She

ative team for the original Australian premiere
in 2011. Described
by Chris Boyd in The
Australian as “The best
thing Lloyd Webber has
written in the quarter
century since The Phantom of the Opera”.
Directed by Simon Phillips (Priscilla
Queen of the Desert
The Musical) with new
set and costume designs
by Gabriela Tylesova,
choreography by 2011
Astaire Awards winner Graeme Murphy,
lighting design by Nick
Schlieper and sound
design by Mick Potter,
the show is one of the

few instances of a major
West End musical being
given a complete makeover for subsequent
productions.
Lloyd Webber
said he knew about five
minutes into seeing its
first run-through that
he and the new production team had achieved
something special. “I
have the great joy of
being able to say that I
think this production is
probably the finest one
I could ever, ever hope
for.”
The year is
1907. It is 10 years after his disappearance
from the Paris Opera

performed with The
Ubuntu Theatre Project:
Dance of the Holy Ghost
(Viola) and Hurt Village
(Cookie) which landed
her a TBA Award nomination as best actress
in a leading role. She’s
also performed at The
New Harmony Playwriting Festival, The
Ojai New Play Festival, The Denver Center
New Play Festival, and
The Guthrie Theatre
New Griots Festival.
Film include: Lifetime’s
My Crazy Ex (Tamara)
and BET’s Reflections
(Holly). The Wind and
the Breeze (Nia) at The
Cygnet Theatre in San
Diego is her next production after Marie and
Rosetta.
KJ (Guitarist)
is an award-winning
songwriter, guitarist,
vocalist, and bandleader living in Ossining,
New York. She performs regularly and has
opened for internationally renowned jazz and
pop musicians such
as Grammy Awardwinners Alicia Keys,
Roberta Flack, Ronnie Spector, and Richie
Havens. KJ considers herself fortunate to
have received Grand
Prize awards in the John
Lennon Songwriting
Contest, Kerville and
Mountain Stage New
Song Contests, and to
hold seven Independent
Music Awards for Best
Live Performance album, Best Jazz with Vocal, and Best Blues song
as well as to have been
an Artist-in-Residence
at Italy’s renowned Umbria Jazz Festival eleven
times since 2006.
Since 1997, KJ
has maintained a residency at the 55 Bar in

New York City’s West
Village performing with
her all-star band when
she is not touring. She
has released ten albums
and is at work on three
new original projects
set for 2018-19. A selftaught guitarist, KJ is
excited to explore the
music of Sister Rosetta
Tharpe and believes
that this is a great honor
that can add new dimensions to her guitar playing. You can learn more
about KJ and her unique
story at kjdenhert.com.
Katreese
Barnes
(Pianist) is a two-time
Emmy Award-Winning
Music Director/Composer/Pianist from Saturday Night Live (200011), writing music for
hit sketches including
Dick In a Box featuring
Andy Samberg and Justin Timberlake, What
Up With That, The
Lawrence Welk Show,
and I’m Not Gonna Sing
Tonight. Bandleader
and Music Director for
The Rosie O’Donnell
Show on OWN and Oh
Sit on the CW Network;
co-Produced the Grammy Nominated Roberta by Roberta Flack
and Grammy-winning
Woman I Am by Chaka
Khan. As a background
vocalist, keyboardist,
and saxophonist she
has toured and recorded with Sting, Bette
Midler, Billy Joel, Alicia Keys, Mariah Carey,
Carly Simon, and many
others.
She was the
lead vocalist of the
group Juicy, writing and
performing the hit song
“Sugar Free” on Epic
Records. Creator of the
live stream show Welcome 2 My House at

facebook.com/katreesebarnes which has featured Tony Terry, Valerie Simpson, and a host
of up and coming singer/songwriters
The creative
team for the production includes: Neil Pepe
(Director) Recent directing credits include
the New York premiere
of Simon Stephens’ On
the Shore of the Wide
World, world premieres
of George Brant’s Marie and Rosetta, Kenneth Lonergan’s Hold
On To Me Darling and
David Mamet’s The
Penitent all at the Atlantic Theater Company in
NYC. Broadway credits include the musical
Hands on a Hardbody,
the acclaimed revival of
David Mamet’s Speedthe-Plow, and A Life in
the Theatre. Off-Broadway: John Guare’s 3
Kinds of Exile; Moira
Buffini’s Dying For
It; Jez Butterworth’s
Parlour Song, Mojo
and The Night Heron;
Ethan Coen’s Happy
Hour, Offices, and Almost an Evening; Harold Pinter’s Celebration
and The Room; Adam
Rapp’s Dreams of Flying Dreams of Falling;
Joe Penhall’s Blue/Orange; Hilary Bell’s Wolf
Lullaby; David Pittu’s
What’s That Smell?;
Howard Korder’s Sea
of Tranquility, Edwin
Sanchez’ Clean, Quincy
Long’s Shaker Heights
(all at Atlantic); David Mamet’s American Buffalo (Donmar
Warehouse, Atlantic);
Romance, Keep Your
Pantheon, and School
(Center Theatre Group,
Atlantic); Zinnie Harris’
Further than the Furthest Thing (Manhat-

tan Theatre Club); Jessica Goldberg’s Refuge
(Playwrights Horizons);
Tom Donaghy’s The
Beginning of August
(South Coast Repertory, Atlantic). Frank
Gilroy’s The Subject
Was Roses with Martin
Sheen (CTG) and Eric
Bogosian’s Red Angel
(Williamstown Theatre
Festival). Neil has been
the Artistic Director of
the award-winning OffBroadway company,
Atlantic Theater Company since 1992.

GEORGE
BRANT
(Playwright) plays include Grounded (running Jan 19th – Feb 11th
at Dobama Theatre),
Elephant’s Graveyard,
Into the Breeches!, The
Mourners’ Bench, Salvage, Three Voyages of
the Lobotomobile, One
Hand Clapping, Any
Other Name, Night of
the Mime, Dark Room
and Grizzly Mama. His
work has been produced
internationally by such
companies as the Public Theater, Cleveland
Play House, the Atlantic Theater Company,
Trinity Repertory Company, Alley Theatre,
City Theatre, London’s
Gate Theatre, Page 73,
Studio Theatre, and
the Traverse Theatre,
among others. Brant’s
plays have been generously developed by
New Harmony Project,
the Playwrights’ Center, Asolo Rep, Theatre
@ Boston Court, Bay
Area Playwrights Festival and WordBRIDGE
Playwright’s
Lab.
His scripts have been
awarded a Lucille Lortel Award, an Edgerton
Foundation New Play
Award, the Smith Prize,

the Keene Prize for Literature, an NNPN Rolling World Premiere, a
Scotsman Fringe First
Award, an Off-West
End Theatre Award,
three Ohio Arts Council
Individual Excellence
Awards, a Creative
Workforce Fellowship
and the Theatre Netto
Festival Grand Prize.
Brant has received writing fellowships from
the McCarter Theatre
Center, the MacDowell
Colony, the Hermitage Artist Retreat, the
Djerassi Resident Artists Program and the
Blue Mountain Center,
as well as commissions from the Metropolitan Opera, Trinity
Repertory, Theatre 4,
and Dobama Theatre.
George received his
MFA in Writing from
the James A. Michener
Center for Writers at
U-T Austin and is a
member of the Dramatists Guild. He is
published by Samuel
French, Oberon Books,
and Smith & Kraus. He
is proud to call Cleveland home.
Marie and Rosetta will be performed
in the Allen Theatre at
Playhouse Square January 20-February 11,
2018. Tickets range in
price from $25-$110
each, $15 rush tickets
for currently enrolled
students under age 25
with valid student ID,
and Young Professional
discounts available with
YP-CPH Membership.
To order single
tickets please call 216241-6000 or visit clevelandplayhouse.com.
Groups of 10+ save up
to 50% off single ticket
prices; call 216-4007027.

House and The Phantom has escaped to a
new life in New York
where he lives amongst
the screaming joy rides
and freak shows of Coney Island.
In this new,
electrically
charged
world, he has finally
found a place for his
music to soar, but he has
never stopped yearning

for his one true love
and musical protégée,
Christine Daaé.
Now one of the
world’s finest sopranos,
Christine accepts an invitation to travel from
Paris to New York to
perform at a renowned
opera house. Christine’s
marriage to Raoul is
suffering at the hands of
his drinking and gam-

bling and they desperately need the financial
rewards that America
can give them.
In a final bid
to win back Christine’s
love, The Phantom lures
her, Raoul, and their
young son Gustave,
from Manhattan to the
glittering and glorious
world of Coney Island not knowing what is in

store for them.
Since its premiere in 2010, Love
Never Dies has enjoyed
productions worldwide
in London, Australia,
Denmark, Japan and
Germany, as well as
multiple recordings including a concept album
and a London cast recording. A DVD release
of the Australian pro-

duction has delighted
fans globally, and now
the North American
tour brings the musical
to the US for the first
time.
Love Never
Dies is part of the KeyBank Broadway Series.
For more information, please visit
www.loveneverdies.
com.

The ‘90’s Block
Party’ which will include
Guy featuring Teddy
Riley; Jagged Edge;112;
and Ginuwine will be
at the State Theater on

March 25. Tickets are
available at box office by
calling (866) 546-1353.
Don’t miss the
concert party that will
have you dancing all

Based on the
award-winning novel by
Walter Dean Myers, this
captivating tale about
the power of friendship
takes the late author’s
“unerring eye for what’s
real and meaningful in
life” (Newsday) to depict visceral scenes of
inner-city struggle with
sensitivity and wit.
Street-smart
and suspenseful, playful
and profound, Darius &
Twig is ultimately the
story of two young men
who must overcome obstacles by finding the
best within themselves.
(Please note: This play
includes choreographed
staged violence and a
prop gun.)
School performances can be sched-

lued by completeing
the PDF order form and
submit by mail or fax.
Full payment or a nonrefundable 20% deposit
are due with your order.
Ticket prices
for school performances vary. Members of the
Cleveland Metropolitan
School District may use
the subsidized rate of $3
per ticket for 12 p.m.
performances. For assistance in scheduling a
field trip, please call Julie Wagner at 216-3487909.
Matinees are
scheduled at 10:00 a.m.
and 12:00 noon.
Tickets can be
purchased at playhousesquare.com. or at the
box office by calling
(866) 546-1353.

night long.
Guy featuring
Teddy Riley is credited
with creating New Jack
Swing, a genre of music
whose influence permeated musical categories
including, contemporary
R&B, Hip-Hop, Gospel, Soul and Pop since
the early 80s, Grammy
award winning , multiplatinum mega-producer
Riley continues to remain a relevant force in
entertainment. Companies including Yamaha,
PreSonus, and AKAI
have benefited from the
his technical expertise
lending to the creative
properties in some of
their products which
have been major contributions on today’s ever-evolving market.
For more than
30 years Riley’s career
has embodied ingenuity as a recording artist,
Songwriter, Producer,
Composer, Arranger, Engineer, Music and Technology expert and World
music trailblazer. With
over 1000 credits to his
name,the musical icon
has been inducted into the

Hip-hop hall of fame and
was recently awarded the
Soul Train Legend award
for his works in creating
The New Jack Swing Era
of music whose impact
changed the sound of
R&B indelibly.
In 1987, Riley,
Aaron Hall, and Timmy
Gatling formed the R&B
group Guy. Managed
by Gene Griffin, Riley’s
work with Guy pioneered
the new jack swing style
of R&B,Riley infused
his own unique blend of
hip-hop beats, R&B progressions and the Gospel
vocal stylings of Hall
to create the archetypal
New jack swing sound
on Guy’s eponymous debut.
In 1989, Riley
produced Big Daddy
Kane’s “I Get The Job
Done”, as well as other
work for The Jacksons,
The Winans, James Ingram; he also created the
highly successful remix
of Jane Child, “Don’t
Wanna Fall in Love”,
which became a crossover pop smash.
After the release and tour of Guy’s

second album The Future, Riley co-produced
half of Michael Jackson’s
album Dangerous, on the
recommendation of Jackson’s long-time producer
Quincy Jones.
Making a natural progression in composition, Riley hit the
big screen with his film
score/composition credits boasting placements
in films like: “Do the
Right Thing” “Rugrats
The Movie” “House Par-

‘Love Never Dies’ playing at the Connor Theatre
Love Never
Dies will make its premiere at Cleveland’s
Playhouse Square from
January 9-28, 2018 as
part of a North American Tour.
Tickets
are
available at playhousesquare.org or by calling 216-241-6000. Season ticket packages for
the KeyBank Broadway
Series, which include
Love Never Dies are
also available by calling
216-640-8800.
The new touring production will
reflect an extensive reworking of the material
by an Australian cre-

‘90’s Block Party’ to be held in State Theater

‘Darius & Twig’ performed for students
Kennedy Center Theatre for young
audiences will feature a
play based on the novel
Darius & Twig by New
York Times Best-Selling author, Walter Dean
Myers; Adapted by Caleen Sinnette Jennings;
Directed by Eleanor
Holdridge. Performances will be held at the
Ohio Theatre on March
1 and March 2.
On Harlem’s
145th Street, teenage
best friends Darius and
Twig dream of a world
beyond the confines of
their daily lives.
Darius is a
writer, whose latest story might be published in
a magazine--if only he
can keep his alter ego,
a fierce falcon, in check.

Performances of “Darius & Twig’ will be performed at the Ohio Theatre on March 1 and March 2.

And Twig is a runner,
whose speed and endurance might bring him
a scholarship--if only
he can impress college
scouts at an upcoming
meet. But with Darius’s
mother barely scrap-

ing by, pressure from
Twig’s uncle to give
up racing, and bullies
Midnight and Tall Boy
constantly on their case,
these true-blue allies
may not truly be free to
use their gifts.

ty” “CB4” “Money Train”
“Panther” “Get on the Bus”
“Preacher’s Wife” “Wild
Wild West”, “Two Can Play
that Game” “King’s Ransom” and “American Reunion”
Riley is the first
African American music
producer from the U.S. to
produce K-Pop (Korean Pop
Music) and bring it to America. The hitmaker spends
part of the year working in
Korea with S&M Entertainment for their top recording
artist in his studio in Seoul,
Korea. this musical dexterity bringing only the most
prolific legendary signature
sound to the multi-genre
masses historically and today alike.
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Bollywood dance spectacular comes to State Theatre
The internationallyacclaimed Bollywood dance
spectacular, based on the concept of ancient India’s transition into modern India, comes
to Playhouse Square’s KeyBank
State Theatre via “MYSTIC INDIA: THE WORLD TOUR,”
Saturday, April 14 at 7:30 pm
presented by the Association of
Indian Physicians of Northern

Tickets are on sale at

Audiences of Mystic India: The

people have seen Mystic India:

of Mumbai and New York into

playhousesquare.com and pric-

World Tour can expect an explo-

The World Tour since its con-

perfect harmony. The company

es are: $100, $75, $55 & $35.

sion of colors and energy as they

ception in 2011 through its suc-

has opened for Carrie Under-

MYSTIC INDIA is

travel on a celebratory journey

cessful tours in South Africa,

wood in Las Vegas and per-

the first internationally-touring

through Rajasthan, Maharash-

Switzerland, Canada, Bahrain,

formed for executives of many

Indian dance production headed

tra, Punjab and Gujarat, and

China and various U.S. cities.

Fortune 500 companies, as well

by the USA- based dance com-

even through the progression of

The team of diverse,

as in major casinos, amusement

pany, and the first touring Indian

Bollywood films via a stunning

impeccably trained dancers

parks and performing arts cen-

production that carries such a

visual display that fuses dance,

from the AATMA Performing

ters.

diverse case of artists. City and

theater and spectacular special

Shore Magazine voted it “The

effects

Arts dance company combines
authentic Indian and modern

Created by Director Amit Shah and featuring the

Ohio.

Must-See Show of the Season.”

EDITOR’S NOTE: Peter J.

manufacturers on behalf of the

pay co-insurance -- a set per-

Rosie would pay 25 percent co-

tumes and elaborate sets have

Pitts, a former FDA associate

insurers who sponsor Medicare

centage of a drug’s cost -- rather

insurance on a $120 drug -- for a

been custom designed by Amit

commissioner, is president of

prescription drug plans. PBMs

than a flat co-pay. This coinsur-

total out-of-pocket cost of $30.

also determine what prices peo-

Shah and handmade in India’s

the Center for Medicine in the

ance is tied to the list price of a

Rosie would save $5

The internationally-acclaimed Bollywood dance spectacular, based on the concept of an-

Public Interest.

ple pay at the pharmacy.

drug, not the after-rebate price

film capital by a team of 40 de-

per prescription refill compared

cient India’s transition into modern India, comes to the State Theatre via “MYSTIC INDIA: THE

that PBMs and insurers pay.

to the status quo.

signers.

WORLD TOUR,” on Saturday, April 14 at 7:30 pm.

Over half a million

techniques, bringing the streets

Proposed HHS rule would impact prescription prices

PBMs have enor-

By PETER J. PITTS

mous leverage to extract rebates

For instance, imag-

HHS estimates that

The U.S. Depart-

from manufacturers. Just three

ine a drug’s list price is $140,

if PBMs factored even one-third

ment of Health and Human Ser-

PBMs control over three-quar-

but a PBM negotiates a $40 re-

of rebates into the price at the

vices just proposed a rule that

ters of the market.

bate.

pharmacy counter, Medicare

could dramatically lower se-

So they can threat-

Let’s say one benefi-

niors’ out-of-pocket drug spend-

en to block tens of millions of

ciary -- we’ll call her Rosie the

ing.

Americans’ from accessing a

Retired Riveter -- has a Part D

Lower out-of-pock-

Lobbyists for the

drug company’s medicine un-

plan that requires her to pay 25

et costs would make it easier for

largest

less the company offers signifi-

percent coinsurance on this par-

seniors to afford their prescrip-

cant price concessions.

ticular drug. Rosie would pay

tions and take them as directed.

nation’s

“pharmacy

benefits managers” are sure to

beneficiaries would save $19.6
billion from 2019-2028.

fight the proposal tooth and nail.

They have used this

These PBMs, which effectively

leverage to great effect. The dol-

set drug prices for the entire

lar value of the rebates negoti-

Rosie’s insurer only

help folks stay healthier, further

country, want to continue over-

ated by PBMs has increased 24

paid $100 for the drug, thanks

reducing spending on hospital-

charging the 42 million seniors

percent per year between 2010

to the PBM’s rebate. So Rosie

izations and other preventable

and disabled people who have

and 2015, according to HHS.

shouldered 35 percent of the in-

costs. America loses about $290

earned prescription coverage

These rebates lower insurers’

surer’s burden, not 25 percent.

billion each year due to poor

through Medicare Part D.

costs, thus enabling them to

The HHS rule would

slash premiums for beneficia-

alleviate beneficiaries’ out-of-

The HHS proposal

ries.

pocket burdens by requiring

would lower Americans’ out-

HHS officials must
resist this lobbying blitz. Their

25 percent of $140, or $35 at the
pharmacy counter.

This

improved

medication adherence would

medication adherence.

proposed rule would improve

However, although

PBMs to pass a to-be-deter-

of-pocket drug costs and im-

seniors’ physical and financial

the rebates reduce premiums,

mined percentage of manufac-

prove their health. Patients can

health and make drug prices

they don’t lower Medicare ben-

turer rebates on to patients. For

only hope that HHS fleshes out

more transparent.

eficiaries’ out-of-pocket expens-

instance, if the PBM factored

and finalizes the rule, instead

PBMs

negotiate

es. That’s because many Part D

half of its $40 rebate into the

of bowing to pressure from the

drug prices with pharmaceutical

plans require beneficiaries to

price at the pharmacy counter,

powerful PBM industry.

AATMA Performing Arts dance
company, Mystic India: The
World Tour is the colorful cos-

Derrick Johnson to participate in ‘Real State of our Union’ event
Journalist

For a heart-felt and

amination of where we stand in

real discussion in issues rang-

resistance to Donald Trump’s

ing from voter suppression;

agenda.

economics and jobs, judicial
President

appointments, local elections/

Donald Trump prepares to

races, ballot initiatives at the

make his first State of the Union

historic Shiloh Baptist Church

Speech on Tuesday, many in the

in Washington, DC.

While

progressive community are re-

Johnson

Martin

a real conversation on the poli-

ure to protect the vote and civil

on one of the nation’s biggest

tics of his first-year.

rights, this president agenda

stages, President Johnson de-

“We know what a

represents nothing but pain and

cided to join:

racist nationalist agenda and

suffering for communities of

Clarke, president and executive

president look like –we’ve had

color, the poor, women and im-

director, Lawyers Committee

them before,” said Derrick

migrants. Most importantly, we

for Civil Rights Under Law;

Johnson, NAACP President and

know what we do now on issues

Tiffany Loftin, labor and hu-

CEO. “It’s clear whether from

like protecting the vote and mo-

man rights organizer William

his tax giveaways to the wealthy

bilizing for Mid Term elections;

Spriggs, AFL-CIO economist;

while throwing 13 million off

will play a major role in what

Melanie Campbell, Black Wom-

the healthcare rolls or his fail-

next year’s state of the union

en’s Roundtable;Liz Copeland,

be live-streamed on social media.

will look like for us.”

Urban Conservative Project;

It can be seen here: https://www.

be-

Josecline Garcia, president, US

youtube.com/channel/UCjXB-

moan the expected prolifera-

Student Association; Dr. Greg

7nX8bL2U2sje8d212Yw Start-

tion of half-truths and unfiltered

Carr, chair, Department of Afro-

ing at 7:30 PM EST, Tuesday,

rhetoric as the president stands

American Studies, Howard Uni-

January 30.

Complete details of

chestra announced a special

Free,” Tommy is one of the

The Cleveland Orchestra’s 50th

landorchestra.com.

event during its 50th anniver-

most acclaimed and defining

Anniversary Season at Blos-

tickets start at $45 and lawn

sary Blossom Music Festival

works of the rock era and an

som Music Festival will be an-

tickets are $35. For more infor-

season: Roger Daltrey performs

enduring album that resonates

nounced in February.

mation about purchasing tickets,

The Who’s TOMMY with

to this day. The groundbreaking

Tickets to this spe-

call Cleveland Orchestra Ticket

members of The Who Band

double album was inducted into

cial event will be offered dur-

Services at 216-231-1111 or

and The Cleveland Orchestra.

The Grammy Hall of Fame in

ing a pre-sale period to current

800-686-1141, or visit cleve-

The Who’s classic rock opera,

1998, and Roger Daltrey played

Cleveland Orchestra subscrib-

landorchestra.com.

Tommy, will be performed by

the title role in the successful

ers and donors, as well as mem-

This special one-

The Cleveland Orchestra and

Daltrey

1975 film of the same name.

bers of the Rock & Roll Hall of

night-only event is not included

Recognized as one of the most

Fame, starting January 29, 2018

as part of subscriptions, lawn

iconic lead singer of The Who,

Composed by The

influential rock bands in history,

at 3:00 p.m.

ticket book packages, or the

on Sunday, July 8, 2018 at 8:00

Who’s legendary lead guitarist

The Who were inducted into the

Tickets are on sale.

Under 18s Free program for the

p.m. at Blossom Music Center.

Pete Townshend and released

Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in

Patrons can purchase tickets

2018 Blossom Music Festival

This special event does not in-

in 1969, and featuring hits like

1990.

through the Severance Hall

Season.

Ticket Office or online at clevePavilion

Book shows business owners how to drive growth and expand customer base
poll, sales professionals were
ranked lower in honesty than
the US Congress. That may
account for why consumers
are increasingly looking to

Marketing guru and
expert, Brian Greenberg, has
published a new book that provides entrepreneurs, small and
large businesses with proven
methods for long-term marketing success. THE SALESMAN WHO DOESN’T SELL
(Morgan James Publishing;
February

2018/paperback)

shows readers how to build
successful reputations by leveraging reviews, social me-

A recent Foresters
or customer satisfaction drives
superior revenue growth in
industries where customers
are free to switch business and
competitors deliver a differentiated customer experience.”
In fact, the top
performing brands including
USAA, Barnes & Noble, Etsy,
QVC, NewEgg, and Zappos.
com achieved a compound
average growth rate 6x times
more than brands with lower

process for third-party providers

topsoil loss and protect drinking

Representative Fudge for the in-

that have a 4R Nutrient Man-

water from agricultural runoff.

troduction of The Collaborative

agement Specialty Certification

The bill will help farmers adopt

Water and Soil Enhancement

or a Sustainability Specialty

soil health and water quality

Act of 2018. AWWA believes

Certification from the American

management practices by pro-

this bill is an important step

Society of Agronomy to provide

viding additional flexibility to

to protecting our communi-

conservation technical assis-

support the delivery of conser-

ties’ sources of drinking wa-

tance. Source Water Protection

vation efforts.

ter. Working in a collaborative

Through Targeting of Agricul-

the

fashion with water utilities and

tural Practices The bill would

sources by:Encouraging water

teammates, co-workers, and

ness will grow exponentially.

ative people in financial ser-

sound natural resources,” said

CEO David LaFrance. “The

quality or water quantity prac-

citizens.”

Customers will begin to come

vices, and has been called The

Congresswoman Fudge. “The

bill’s emphasis on source water

tices that protect source waters

to you, rather than you trying

Salesman who doesn’t sell.

Collaborative Water and Soil

protection, targeting of priority

for drinking water (including

Enhancement Act of 2018 le-

areas and increased incentives

protecting against public health

verages new partners and pri-

for producers will improve the

threats) while also benefitting

oritizes conservation efforts in

quality and quantity of our com-

agricultural producers; Working

places like the Great Lakes to

munities’ drinking water.”

collaboratively with community

ensure our soils remain healthy,

The

Collaborative

water systems and State techni-

and a clean and abundant supply

Water and Soil Enhancement

cal committees in each State to

of water is there for generations

Act of 2018: Improving soil

identify local priority areas for

to come.”

health and water quality holds

the protection of source waters

the potential for achieving

for drinking water; Offering

with a strong reputation, and

Report(1) showed that “superi-

and its 51,000 members applaud

build up, over time your busi-

to conceptualize.

whose salesmen don’t sell!

ing a streamlined certification

ment Act of 2018 to address

members,

family

shares his unique, time-honed

cess.”

ter Works Association (AWWA)

friends,

a business for the long term

this environment are the ones

poxic zones is highest; Provid-

orative Water and Soil Enhance-

the protection of drinking water

blesome for many businesses

ing long-term marketing suc-

“The American Wa-

for introducing this bill,” said

salesman who doesn’t sell―

companies that will thrive in

where nutrient delivery to hy-

(OH-11) introduced the Collab-

depends on the availability of

everything he does, operating

better methods for understand-

lions of acres across the U.S.”

named one of the most cre-

business strategy that is trou-

grow more suspicious, and the

cally targeted to watersheds

ing Member Marcia L. Fudge

leverage the social proof you

nesses online, Greenberg―the

all and found a better way…

management plans geographi-

more productive soils on mil-

They are your neighbors,

and eat.

consumers will continue to

nutrient loss, and healthier,

Conservation

provide an added emphasis on

lieves in building integrity into

lytics become more precise,

and

Forestry Subcommittee Rank-

and we commend Rep. Fudge

tomer happiness is a long-term

because I’ve been through it

Fudge introduces collaborative water, soil act

ecosystems, and communities

oping passive-income busi-

reviews. As marketing ana-

to attract customers.

strategies to drastically in-

It is difficult to

crease sales without putting in

invest today for a potential

overtime hours. Brian’s system

return in the future, and it can

answers customer questions,

be unnerving to lose money on

addresses any objections, and

a transaction in order to pro-

persuades customers to a buy-

tect an intangible asset such

ing decision without needing

as your reputation. Should a

to talk to customers.

company’s main focus be on

As a multi-faceted

a commitment to exceptional
customer service.

“Sustaining

“The

Greenberg

next

farm

is

bill is a huge opportunity for

meaningful conservation and

increased incentives and higher

founder and president of True

the Department of Agriculture

societal benefits such as food

cost-share rates to producers for

Blue Life Insurance whose

and the private sector to work

production, ecosystem biodi-

water quality and water quantity

together to help more farm-

versity, and improving human

practices that have substantial

ers adopt nutrient management

health.

mission is to be transparent,
honest and helpful to their customers without ever bugging

Nutrient and Soil

less than 10 percent of any funds

Lynn Scarlett, Co-Chief Exter-

Health Management:The bill

or acres available with respect

nal Affairs Officer at The Nature

would provide an added empha-

to the Conservation Stewardship

Conservancy. “We thank Rep.

sis on nutrient and soil health

Program and the Environmen-

In his groundbreak-

profits or customer happiness?

ing book, THE SALESMAN

The Salesman Who

WHO DOESN’T SELL, Brian

Doesn’t Sell is an indispens-

answers the questions: How to

able resource for any profes-

For more informa-

Fudge for introducing legisla-

management by: Enrolling no

tal Quality Incentives Program

you measure customer happi-

sional looking to increase

tion about Greenberg and his

tion that could lead to cleaner

less than 5 million acres annual-

should be spent on protection of

ness?

business, from doctors to res-

company, visit https://www.

water and air, less erosion and

ly under nutrient and soil health

source waters for drinking water.

taurant owners to e-commerce

truebluelifeinsurance.com/.

What you need to
do to enhance your customer’s

entrepreneurs.
Greenberg is giving

experience?
How do you lever-

away 5,000 free downloads of

age your brand’s reputation to

the audio version of his book

attract new customer, shorten

to entrepreneurs and up to 5 of

the sales process, and acceler-

their employees to show that

ate growth?

ethical and transparent busi-

or pushing them. He currently
resides in Phoenix, AZ.

“Customer Experience Drives Revenue Growth,
2016 https://go.forrester.com/

Historical society to hold events
The Shaker Historical

The Soul of Cleve-

In The LISSAUER

Society (SHS), 16740 South Park

land Tour will occur on Sunday,

GALLERY – Mindy Tousley’s

Boulevard in Shaker Heights,

blogs/16-06-21-customer_ex-

February 25, 2018 from 3pm to

Round and Around On Exhibit

OH, would like you to join us

5pm at the Shaker Historical So-

until January 30.

perience_drives_revenue_

for our 2018 winter programing.

ciety.

growth_2016/2

Don’t miss the delectable preview

Customers

2020: A Progress Report

and opening of our Spring Exhib-

ness practices are better for

A 2017 study con-

ness is quickly becoming the

even the most profit preoccu-

without ever having to pick up

ducted by Walker(2) con-

leading metric in predicting

pied executives. To get a free

knowledge-center/featured-

Gallery Talks: Ads &

a phone.

cluded, “by the year 2020 cus-

future revenue growth. Busi-

download, go to www.True-

research-reports/custom-

Artists: Van Sweringens invites

“Each year entre-

tomer experience will overtake

ness owners must be open to

BlueLifeInsurance.com/book/.

ers2020-13 Customer Hap-

preneurs and business owners

price and product as the key

taking a loss on some trans-

Greenberg has

are bombarded with books and

brand differentiator. Accord-

actions and doing away with

founded businesses in e-commerce, marketing, and finan-

efforts that will spur sales all

customer satisfaction ratings.

downstream benefits Directing no

and soil health practices,” said

happi-

dia, websites, and marketing

The event will also

monials from customers, been

to buy, watch, read, listen to

ing their companies. I know

event moderator Roland Martin.

scandal in 2016, “quotas”.)

entrepreneur, Greenberg be-

because of user-generated

Union address on Tuesday,” said

farmers is the right approach

Investing in cus-

face when it comes to market-

be overlooked in his State of the

health of our farms, diverse

decades of experience devel-

visor are successful mainly

munity, and that we are sure will

over 10,000 reviews and testi-

“experts” for advice on what

understand the obstacles they

issues that are vital to our com-

happiness and you properly

marketing professional with

such as Amazon and TripAd-

Our discussion aims
to put a spotlight on a variety of

of Wells Fargo’s telemarketing

gurus, thought leaders, and

Greenberg

than

Union.

from his businesses, collected

A successful SEO

ers cut through the clutter and

Rather

Kristen

pering, all is not well with our

ness with a focus on customers

peers rather than companies,

Online companies

as an example of America pros-

their issues into opportunity for

“Pinball Wizard” and “I’m

In a recent Gallop

Donald

Trump touts the stock market

detachment and disinterest in

The Cleveland Or-

clude an opening act.

“While

mixing the President’s racism,

Roger Daltrey performs The Who’s ‘Tommy’ at Blossom Music Center

vocalist Roger Daltrey, the

versity.

Roland

Martin leads an in-depth ex-

Customer

articles telling them how to be

ing to Greenberg, “customers

black and white rules in regard

successful,” says Greenberg.

shouldn’t be seen as ‘audienc-

to customer issues. Brian be-

“I want to help business own-

es’ (or as seen in the example

lieves that if you run your busi-

https://www.walkerinfo.com/

piness – The X Factor for
Successful Businesses https://

cial services. He has generated

www.truebluelifeinsurance.

over 100 million in revenue

com/book/customer-happi-

it: Shaker Eats on Friday, February 9, 2018 from 6-8pm.

you to explore the Artists the
Van Sweringens employed to sell
Shaker!
This lecture led by
Dr. Ware Petznick will occur
Thursday, February 22, 2018
from 6-8pm. Admission is free.

Annual

Meeting

The Soul of Cleve-

of the Members Guest speaker

land Tour will feature Historic

Professor Mark Souther will be

Cleveland Landmarks in Celebra-

signing his book, Believing in

tion of Black History presented

Cleveland: Managing Decline in

by Community Lecturer; Prester

the Best Location in the Nation.

Pickett, MFA Coordinator of the
Howard A. Mims African-American Cultural Center at Cleveland
State University.
Play With Me: Teddy
Bears and Dolls will celebrate the

Admission FREE for members.
3-5pm. Community Lecture: Prester Picket CSU: Historic Landmarks & Cleveland Black History
February 9, 2018, Gallery Pre-

wonders of childhood. On exhibit

view and Opening Spring Exhib-

until January 28, 2018

it: Shaker Eats; Admission Free.

Tuesday, January 23, 2018- Friday, January 26, 2018
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Imam Sabir addresses Citizen Leadership Academy students
Imam Shafeeq Sabir,
a member of Masjid Bilal, 7401

lah, and Muhammad is the messenger of Allah.”

will turn to either side and wish

ebration, presents are shared

night at the village of Mina,

another person peace and bless-

and families gather to rejoice. It

pilgrims take the next step, the

ings.

Euclid Avenue, presented an

Arabic was Muham-

is also a time to share food and

wakuf, together. They meet at

educational talk about Islam at

mad’s native tongue, the lan-

Almsgiving, or za-

money with those less fortunate.

the plain of Arafat, about six

Citizen Leadership Academy,

guage in which he received the

kat, is the third basic require-

Hajj is the Fifth

miles from Mecca. From noon

9711 Lamont Ave., on Tuesday,

Koran. Many devout Muslims

ment. Muslims are expected to

Pillar of Islam. In the Koran

to sunset, they pray quietly.

January 23.

from outside Arabic-speaking

give to the poor and sick.

it “Exhort all men to make the

Next, they climb a small moun-

The Fourth Pillar

pilgrimage. They will come to

tain called the Mount of Mercy,

is Sawm. Sawm is perhaps the

you on foot and on the backs

and they ask God’s forgiveness

most demanding of the Five Pil-

of swift camels from every

for their sins. They spend the
night at Muzdalifah.

The middle school
students had many questions
about Islam, and were very ea-

countries will learn the language
in order to read the Koran in its
original form.

ger to learn that it is one of the

The second pillar is

lars. It requires that Muslims

distant quarter . . .Then let the

three Abrahamic monotheistic

called salat. It requires Muslims

fast during the month of Ra-

pilgrims spruce themselves,

religions along with Christian-

to pray five times a day toward

madan. Ramadan is the ninth

make their vows, and circle the

return to the village of Mina

ity and Judaism.

Mecca. They must pray at sun-

month of the Islamic calendar.

Ancient House. Such is Allah’s

where the ritual of “stoning the

set, in the evening, at dawn, at

During this period, food and

commandment. (Koran, Surah

devil” takes place. Followers

noon, and in the afternoon.

drink are not allowed between

22,

gather pebbles which they throw

A teacher at Citizen
Leadership Academy invited

The sixth graders
began a unit on world religions
and would be covering several
faiths.

dawn and sunset. After sunset,

Hajj is the pilgrim-

at three pillars. This is symbolic

the call to prayer is announced

only light snacks are allowed.

age to Mecca which every Mus-

of Abraham throwing stones at

from a minaret atop a mosque. A

The fast represents a special

lim is expected to make at least

the Devil who had disturbed

time of purification and reli-

once. A pilgrimage is a journey

his prayers. On the tenth day,

gious devotion. Stronger ties

to a sacred place or shrine. Un-

animal sacrifices sheep or goat

are made with family and com-

like the other four Pillars, the

are carried out. Finally, the pilgrimage again goes seven times
around the Ka’bah.

mosque is where Muslims gather to pray, although it is acceptable to pray alone. The leader

Imam Sabir took

of a mosque is called an imam,

munity. Alcohol and tobacco

Hajj can be skipped if it in-

part in the unit last year, and

which means “one who walks

are prohibited the entire month.

volves great hardships.

his expertise on Islam was

before.” The imam leads the

Both the elderly and children

greatly appreciated by the stu-

prayer and gives sermons. How-

are exempt from the fast.

dents. Content wise, the stu-

ever, unlike a priest or rabbi,

dents learned about the founder,

the imam does not hold special

founding location, religious

authority. Instead, he is chosen

text, and key beliefs and prac-

by virtue of his dedication and

tices.

they

In Muslim countries,

Imam Sabir as part of her curriculum covering world religions.

Afterwards,

sincerity.

Over two million

Muslims conduct a

Muslims journey to Mecca each

four-day celebration upon re-

When the month of

year, and each worshipper must

turning home from Mecca. The

Ramadan ends, the festival Eid-

follow certain guidelines. First,

Eid al-Adha, or Festival of Sac-

al-fitr is celebrated. The rejoic-

the men are expected to shave

rifice, marks the end of the pil-

ing begins on the first day of

their heads and wear a piece of

grimage and acknowledges the

the tenth month of the Islamic

white garment around the waist

great accomplishment. Now the
male pilgrim has the right to call

in-

calendar. Although the month of

and over the shoulder. Women

Five Pillars of Islam. The Five

volves different bowing posi-

Ramadan is spent fasting, fami-

wear the clothing of their na-

himself a hajji while the woman

Pillars of Islam represent the du-

tions, or rakahs. In the morning

lies begin preparing for the cel-

tive countries, though they must

is called a hajjah.

ties of a Muslim. Like the Ten

prayer, for example, after laying

ebration far in advance, sending

keep their heads covered at all

Commandments, they provide

out his prayer mat, the devotee

cards to relatives and preparing

times.

a spiritual foundation and func-

raises his hands, touches his

gifts.

tion.

earlobes, and proclaims, “Al-

When the day finally

walk counter-clockwise seven

Derrick Dark, who

The first Pillar of

lahu akbar!” meaning “God is

arrives, Muslims attend special

times around the Ka’bah, either

is a member of Masjid Bilal

Islam is called shahada. It is a

great!” Next, he rests his hands

morning prayers in the local

kissing or touching the stone.

and a parent of one of the sixth

brief prayer proclaiming the

at his waist and recites the first

courtyard or park. In western

Next, they run seven times be-

graders, said that he appreciated
students learning more about Islam.

Sabir discussed the

Each

prayer

Students

enjoyed

oneness of God and faith in

verse of the Koran. The prayer

countries, the faithful usually

Islam. Children memorize the

continues when the worshipper

take the day off from work or

Al-Marwah. This action is sym-

shahada, an action which in-

bows, prostrates himself, and

school. In Muslim countries,

bolic of Hagar’s search for wa-

Through knowledge

troduces them into the Islamic

sits back, each time declaring

Eid-al-fitr is considered a three-

ter and the miracle of the well,

can come a more meaningful

community. The shahada simply

faith in Muhammad and Allah.

day national holiday.

Zamzam.

and peaceful dialogue among

states: “There is no God but Al-

If the person is in a mosque, he

After spending the

religions.

Reviving the NCPA meeting held at library
The Neighborhood Comconsortium of community newspapers
revive the organization which had been
dormant for several years.
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The meeting was hosted
by Chatham Ewing of the library and
Rick White, a publisher of one of the
newspapers.
At the meeting there were

group.
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The meeting was held
recently at the Digital Library of the

different initiatives to benefit the total

many questions that they had about Islam to ask Imam Sabir. Many of the students had never visited a mosque.(ESDN
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in Cuyahoga County, held a meeting to

ways the group can work together on

A teacher at Citizen Leadership Academy invited Imam Sabir as part of her curriculum covering world
religions. The sixth graders began a unit on world religions and would be covering several faiths. Students prepared
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munity Press Association, which is a

dia affiliates who gathered to discuss
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insight into Islam.

tween the hills of As-Safa and

about 10 newspaper publishers and me-

prepared many questions that they had about Islam to ask Imam Sabir. Many of the students had never visited a mosque.

the presentation, and had new
First, the pilgrims

Throughout the cel-

Citizen Leadership Academy thanked Imam Sabir for his presentation on Islam as part of their unit covering world religions. The sixth graders began a unit on world religions and would be covering several faiths. Students

Chatham Ewing, left, who hosted the meeting, and Rick White, a

Richard Andrews, left, and Charles Huffman were in attendance

publisher of the Tremont Monster, attended the meeting for the revivial of the

for the meeting to revive the The Neighborhood Community Press Association,

NCPA. The meeting was held recently at the Digital Library of the Cleveland

which is a consortium of community newspapers in Cuyahoga County, held a

Public Library.

meeting to revive the organization.
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