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 The Islamic Society of North America (ISNA) welcomed President 
Barack Obama as he addresses the Islamic Society of Baltimore (ISB) on 
Wednesday and the religious group thanked him for his commitment to combat 
bigotry. See story  on page 4.

Smith

 Last night’s Iowa caucuses kicked off this 
year’s presidential nominating process. And beyond the 
personalities, this could be an election of particular his-
torical significance. It’s a “pivotal election,” says Dr. 
Gerard Lameiro, a retired Colorado State University pro-
fessor and the author of a new book, “Great News for 
America.” He predicts the November election will mean 
neither the Republican nor Democratic party will con-
tinue to exist in their current forms.

 Road to the White House a pivotal election
 February is American Heart Month, and the goal 
is to help raise awareness of heart health. The American 
Heart Association is asking people to support its Go Red For 
Women campaign by participating in today’s National Wear 
Red Day event.Gina Henke, communications director, said 
the hope is that by wearing red, women will be encouraged to 
take charge of their health. “Even though national statistics 
have us at one in three women dying from heart diseases and 
stroke,” she said, “80 percent, nearly, of all cardiac and stroke 
events can be prevented through education and action.”

 Women’s heart health will be celebrated with red 

 Kevin “Buff” McKinney 
Jr., the brother of Douglas Shine who 
is accused of the triple homicide at 
Chalk  Linez Barbershop in Warrens-
ville Heights, has been charged along 
with three other men in the slaying of 
a key witness in the case. 
 According to court records, 
McKinney hatched a plot to kill Aar-
on “Pudge” Ladson once he learned 
Ladson was a witness to the shooting 
at the barbershop. 
 McKinney was charged 
Tuesday with aggravated murder, 
conspiracy, felonious assault and a 
host of other charges connected to 
Ladson’s June 4 slaying outside his 
mother’s home on Harvard Avenue.  
 According to the report,  a 
mistaken home invasion at a neigh-
boring house the night before is part 
of the ongoing investigation.
 Ladson was gunned down 
about 15 minutes before he was 
scheduled to appear in court on unre-
lated drug charges, according to court 
records.
 McKinney was arrested 
January 23, and he pleaded not guilty 
to the charges on Thursday. A judge 
set a $1 million bond.
 According to Cuyahoga 
County prosecutors, Ladson’s death 
is part of a long-running feud be-
tween a drug “heroin kingpin” and 
a notorious East Side street gang. 
McKinney’s brother, Douglas Shine, 
carried out the barbershop shooting at 
the behest of Tevaughn “Big Baby” 
Darling, an accused heroin kingpin 
who was in the midst of a violent dis-

McKinney charged in witness death
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gallon in 2016.
 Both crude oil bench-
marks, West Texas Intermediate 
and Brent, closed out the year 
posting yearly losses of nearly 
30 percent, largely attributed 
to global supply continuing to 
outpace demand. Geopolitical 
tensions in the Middle East ap-
pear to be influencing global oil 
prices, and both benchmarks 
opened the week posting in-
creases related to worries about 
supply disruptions in the Per-
sian Gulf region. 
 The domestic oil mar-
ket is also being closely moni-
tored for a number of factors 
that could impact production. 
The lower price environment is 
believed to have been a cause 
of the U.S. rig count falling by 
nearly two-thirds versus one 
year ago, and Congress also re-
cently moved to lift the decades-
old ban on crude oil exports. 
 WTI closed out the 
year up 44 cents and settled at 
$37.04 per barrel. The NYMEX 
was closed on Friday due to the 
New Year’s Day holiday. $1.91.

 Northeast Ohio gas 
prices are declining into the 
New Year, according to AAA 
East Central’s Fuel Gauge re-
port. The national average is 
$1.99.
 Gas prices rang in the 
New Year by reaching the low-
est average price for the holiday 
since 2009.  Today’s average 
price of $1.99 per gallon is the 
cheapest average since March 
25, 2009, due to an abundance 
of crude oil. Pump prices are 
down by 22 cents on the year. 
 Market fundamentals 
are positioned to continue to 
support consumer savings in 
2016, though retail averages 
are likely to increase leading 
up to the summer driving sea-
son as seasonal refinery main-
tenance gets underway this 
spring.  
 These price increases 
are expected to be seasonal, 
and barring any unanticipated 
events that dramatically impact 
global or domestic supply, the 
national average price is ex-
pected to remain below $3 per 
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pute with Loyal Always/LA Gunnaz.
 Ladson’s brother, Brandon 
White, was one of three people killed 
inside Chalk Linez.  Ladson was out-
side the barbershop at the time of the 
shooting, and saw Shine walk into 
the barbershop and walk out carrying 
two pistols, according to the police 
report.
 McKinney agreed to or-
chestrate Ladson’s killing and bought 
a cellphone to discuss the killing with 
the two other co-conspirators. When 
he texted an incorrect addresss, the 
two co-conspirators broke into a Har-
vard Avenue apartment looking for 
a man named “Pug” and held three 
people at gunpoint. When they real-
ized they had the wrong address, they  
ran. With the correct address,  the   
two co-conspirators returned to the 
neighborhood on the morning of June 
4, and they fatally shot Ladson in his 
driveway. A short time later McKin-
ney recieved a text “to the effect that 
it had been handled.”

By PAT WHITE

 On Thursday at 3:04 p.m., 
Judge Joseph Russo dismissed all 
charges against Devonta Hill, 23, 
in the death of his friend, Kenneth 
Smith, an unarmed African Ameri-
can teenager who was fatally shot 
by Cleveland  Police Officer Roger 
Jones. Russo also terminated Hill’s 
home detention.  
 During the four years 
since Jones shot and killed Smith on 
March 10, 2012,  Hill, spent more 
than two years in jail before his mil-
lion dollar bail was reduced, and he 
was allowed to go home to await 
trial. 
 Following a case in which 
a federal jury found Jones liable for 
Smith’s death,  attorney Michael 
Cheselka, Hill’s attorney, filed a 
motion for all charges to be dis-
missed. With the motion granted, 
Sowonna Hill, Hill’s mother cried, 
and she thanked Cheselka for treat-
ing Hill like his own son. Hill went 
home to celebrate the end of a legal 
nightmare as a free man.

McGinty re-indicts Hill after all charges were dismissed 

 However, unbeknownst to 
the Hill family, before the close of 
business that afternoon, McGinty 
convened a grand jury, and he re-
indicted Hill.  
 Cleveland  is in the process 
of contesting the jury’s $5.5 million 
dollar settlement. According to court 
records, the jury awarded $4.5 mil-
lion in wrongful death damages and 
an additional $1 million for survi-
vorship damages. 

 As a consequence of the fed-
eral case, Cuyahoga County Sheriff 
Department has an ongoing investi-
gation into the actions of Jones that 
night.
 Sgt. Sammy Morris, the for-
mer spokesperson for the Cleveland 
Police Department, originally reported 
the incident. 
 According to Morris, on Sat-
urday, March 10, 2012,  at 2:50 a.m., 
Jones, 38, an off-duty Cleveland po-
lice officer, was drinking at the now 
defunct Tops & Bottom Gentlemen’s 
Club. Jones said that he witnessed a 
fight among patrons leaving Wilbert’s 
Bar, 821 Huron Road. He saw a male 
in a gold Saturn discharge a handgun 
and drive away  traveling north on E. 
Ninth Street. 
 Jones chased the car on foot 
about half a mile. While running, 
Jones called the police radio from his 
cell phone and he removed his Indians 
jacket to show that he was still in uni-
form. 
 At East Ninth and Prospect 
Ave., other police stopped the car, 
and ordered the men out. The driver 
(Hill) and  backseat passenger (Purdie)  
obliged.  According to Morris, they 
(Hill,19, and Kayron Purdie,20) were 
questioned and released.
 Morris reported later that  
Hill and Purdie were arrested and 
placed in city jail to await charges.  
 Jones said that he observed a 
handgun by Smith (sitting in the front 
passenger seat), broke the window out 
of the Saturn with his foot, and ordered 
Smith to put his hands up. According 
to Jones, Smith did not comply and he 
reached for the handgun, at this point,  
Jones shot Smith in the head.   
 Terry Gilbert, the attorney for 
the Smith family, argued that Jones’ 
version did not match the evidence.
 According to Gilbert, secu-
rity officers at the club confirmed that 
Smith did not have a gun in the club or 
when he left. 
 According to forensic re-
ports, none of the passengers in the car 
had gun residue on their hands. Their 
finger prints were not on the hand gun 
photographed by police resting on the 
top of two soda containers, and no cas-
ings were found at the scene from the 
weapon. 
 The blood evidence showed 
that Smith was killed outside of the 
car. Blood inside the car matched Jones 
who cut himself when he smashed the 
car window. 
 If Smith were lunging for a 
weapon, Jones would have shot Smith 
in the right hemisphere, but Smith’s 
autopsy revealed that he was shot at 
point blank range on his left temple. 
 No reports of injuries from 
Hill’s alleged “firing a semi automatic 
gun “wildly” into the crowd emptying 
out of Wilbert’s Food & Music,” were 
filed.
 Video from the Winking 

 Mack Miller, 20, and 
Jeremy Smith, 23, were arrested 
in connection with the death of 
41-year-old Velonte Barnes who 
was shot to death between two 
abandoned apartment buildings on 
East 99th Street north of St. Clair 
Avenue on October 2015.
 Barnes died at the scene 
from multiple gunshots, according 
to the Cuyahoga County medical 
examiner. 
 Miller and Smith are 

Miller, Smith arrested in Barnes murder
charged with aggravated murder 
according to Cleveland Municipal 
Court Records. 
 Miller and Smith were 
taken into custody on Thursday by 
the U.S. Marshals Service. 
 Miller was taken into 
custody in the 7100 block of Gar-
den Valley on the western edge of 
the Kinsman neighborhood, and 
Smith was taken into custody in 
the 1800 block of Chapman Av-
enue in East Cleveland.

 Clarence Yarbrough, a   reg-
ular in the senior group of men who 
gathered at the Buckeye Road Mc-
Donalds, has died. He was 96 years 
old.
 During his breakfast meet-
ings at McDonalds with fellow 
breakfast goers, Yarbrough would 
hold court with his many friends to 
lead discussions on topics of current 
events.
 Services for Yarbrough  will 
be on Saturday, February 6 at 9:30 
a.m. at Pentecostal Tabernacle, 6411 
Quincy Ave. Nesbitt Funeral Home, 
6415 Quincy Ave., handled the ar-
rangements, and interment will be 
at Knollwood Cemetery, Mayfield 
Heights. 
 Yarbrough was preceded in 

Services held for Clarence Yarbrough

Yarbrough

Garvin

 Evelyn Rose Garvin, 1-years-
old, is the daughter of Anthony and Caro-
line. Evelyn Rose has a hearty appetite 
and she enjoys fruits and vegetables. She 
is musically inclined and she enjoys mu-
sical toys. She lives in San Diego and she 
just started walking. Her grandmother is 
Carolyn Garvin of Shaker Heights.

 Divita’s Larchmere Deli and Beverage, 12731 Larchmere Boulevard, 
was extensively damaged when someone drove a vehicle through its front win-
dow and stole the ATM machine last Friday. According to the owner, they are 
trying to re-open the store next week as they get estimates from various contrac-
tors for the front window and other damage. There are no suspects.

McKinney

Lizard, Medical Mutual of Ohio, 
Panini’s, the Cuyahoga County 
administration building, East 9th 
Street, Prospect Ave., and Bolivar 
Road was not released.
 According to Marty 
Flask, an investigative team has 
90 days to complete its investiga-
tion, after which the city prosecu-
tor Victor Perez has another 90 
days to decide whether the case 
rises to the level of criminality 
and should proceed to the County 
Prosecutor’s office.  
 Perez, who was sworn 
in as Chief Assistant Prosecutor 
for the Jackson Administration 
in June 2006, was charged with 
reviewing the case. His investi-
gative team included homicide 
detectives, forensic experts and 
members of the police’s internal 
affairs unit. 
 Following Perez’s in-
vestigation, it is unclear what de-
termination he made as to  wheth-
er Jones should be presented with 
his Miranda rights. His report 
should have been filed in Septem-
ber of 2012.
 According to Flask, the 
Civilian Police Review Board si-
multaneously evaluated whether 
Jones violated city policies and 
issues recommendations on possi-
ble disciplinary charges. The find-
ings of the Civilian Police Review 
Board have not been disclosed.
 Jones had been  placed 
on administrative leave following 
the incident, and he remained on 
leave pending the outcome of an 
investigation.
 With the November 
2012 elections pending, the city 
made no determination in the 
case. 
 Timothy McGinty was 
elected as Cuyahoga County 
Prosecutor in November of 2012.
 McGinty convened a 
grand jury and indicted Hill, now 
20, on 11 criminal charges includ-
ing the murder, manslaughter, 
felonious assault, aggravated riot-
ing and failure to comply with a 
police officer on January 14, 2013 
almost a year after Smith’s death. 
Hill’s bond was set at 1 million 
dollars.
 Hill was jailed, and 
four month later, city officials 
announced a new policy, that 
Cuyahoga County prosecutor, not 
the city prosecutor, would deter-
mine whether criminal charges 
are warranted in all cases of use 
of deadly force by Cleveland po-
lice that result in death. Accord-
ing to the administration, the new 
policy would apply directly to the 
Hill case.
 McGinty took control 
over the determination of charges 
against Jones and the fate of a 

death by his wife,Mamie Ma-
clin, and his daughters,  Evelyn 
Wheeler Dorsey, and Jackie. 
He is survived by his daughter, 
Brenda Herbert.

criminal case against Hill.
 McGinty announced on 
about the second anniversary of 
Smith’s death,  that Jones was justi-
fied in shooting Smith.  
 On April 16, 2014, an as-
sistant prosecuting attorney filed a 
motion to go to trial in the Hill case.
 The following day, Mc-
Ginty made public a letter that he 
wrote to  Cleveland Police Chief 
Calvin D. Williams. In the letter 
printed on cleveland.com, McGinty 
called Jones, who fatally shot the 
unarmed African American teenag-
er, -a hero. McGinty also wrote that 
the handgun was a semi-automatic 

weapon that was between the driver 
and passenger seats. According to 
McGinty, Jones can be heard kick-
ing in the passenger window as he 
opened the door and pulled Smith 
from the car and he then “neutral-
ized the threat.” 
 Cheselka said he will ask a 
judge on Friday to release the grand 
jury transcripts, because he wants 
to know how prosecutors obtained 
an indictment within two hours 
and likely without testimony from 
Jones. According to McGinty’s 
spokesperson, Joe Frolik, Hill will 
remain free at least until he is ar-
raigned.
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 The National Black 
MBA Association® (NBMBAA) on 
Monday announced the selection of 
M320 Consulting as marketing ser-
vices agency of record. 
 Selected after a competi-
tive RFP bidding process, M320 will 
work with the NBMBAA executive 
team to manage the organization's 
brand development, media outreach, 
public engagement and marketing 
strategy for its annual national con-
ference and other initiatives sup-
porting NBMBAA's membership 
growth, fundraising and partner de-
velopment. 
 Based in Chicago, IL, 
The National Black MBA Associa-
tion is one of the largest professional 
member-based organizations in the 
country, serving more than 9,000 
members across 45 professional 
chapters. 
 A full-service marketing 
firm based in Atlanta, M320 Con-
sulting specializes in brand strategy, 
business development and project 
management, with consumer prod-
uct, entertainment and non-profit 
clients including Pepsi, Burger 
King, The Home Depot, The City of 
Atlanta's Department  of Recreation 
and Funk Fest Concerts. 
 For information about 
the National Black MBA Associa-
tion, please visit www.nbmbaa.org. 
 NBMBAA® is a non-
profit, 501(c)(3) professional mem-
ber-based organization which leads 
in the creation of educational and 
career opportunities for black pro-
fessionals.  Established in 1970, the 
association is dedicated to develop-
ing partnerships that result in the 
creation of intellectual and econom-
ic wealth in the black community. 
 In partnership with more 
than 300 of the country's top busi-
ness organizations, the association 
has inroads into a wide range of 
industries as well as the public and 

private sector. 
 For information go to 
www.nbmbaa.org. Visit National 
Black MBA Association at www.
facebook.com/nbmbaahq

M320 selected for marketing services

 ( N A P S I ) — D r y 
mouth affects approximately 
30 percent of all adults in the 
United States. Chronic dry 
mouth can cause significant 
oral health issues and damage 
teeth. Now, however, there’s 
a delicious, sugar-free choco-
late chew that can help peo-
ple with dry mouth maintain 
their healthy pearly whites. 
 Dry mouth, or xero-
stomia, is a common side ef-
fect of over 500 medications, 
including drugs for high 
blood pressure, pain, anxi-
ety, depression and allergies. 
It can be caused by many 
health conditions, including 
Sjögren’s syndrome, diabe-
tes, rheumatoid arthritis, and 
lupus. 
 Certain cancer treat-
ments including radiation to 
the head and neck can also 
cause permanent and tempo-
rary dry mouth. 
 Saliva provides nu-
merous benefits for main-

taining a healthy mouth. Re-
duced saliva flow can wreak 
havoc on the teeth. 
 Scientists at Stony 
Brook University School of 
Dental Medicine unlocked 
the secret of saliva’s tooth-
supporting properties. They 
discovered key nutrients 
in the mouth—arginine bi-
carbonate and calcium car-
bonate—that help maintain 
enamel. 
 Certain bacteria in 
dental plaque are able to con-
vert sugars from the diet to 
acid, which is bad for teeth. 
 After decades of 
researching the microorgan-
isms in the mouth, Dr. Israel 
Kleinberg, DDS, PhD, DSc, 
Distinguished Professor in 
the Department of Oral Biol-
ogy and Pathology at Stony 
Brook, discovered beneficial 
bacteria that also live in den-
tal plaque. 
 These “good” bac-
teria are able to naturally 

produce buffers that can 
neutralize the acids from the 
harmful bacteria. 
 This helps keep the 
teeth in a normal pH (acid/
base) range. “Our technology 
has led to a new paradigm 
in oral care and is especially 
critical for individuals with 
dry mouth,” says Dr. Klein-
berg. 
 These protective nu-
trients are now in a soft chew 
called BasicBites. Arginine, a 
common amino acid, nourish-
es the beneficial pH-raising 
bacteria. 
 The calcium bathes 
and supports the teeth while 
bicarbonate provides addi-
tional buffering—a coordi-
nated process that fuels the 
mouth’s natural defenses. 
 Just two chews a 
day can help dry mouth suf-
ferers maintain their enamel 
health. Recommended by 
leading dental professionals, 
BasicBites contain 20 calo-
ries each and are available 
exclusively online at www.
basicbites.com, where you 
can also find more informa-
tion.

Dry mouth affects millions 
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By MARILYN A. RHAMES

 Editor's Note: Mari-
lyn Anderson Rhames has 
taught in district and charter 
schools in Chicago since 2004. 
She now serves as alumni sup-
port manager at a K-8 charter 
school, helping graduates per-
sist through high school and on 
to college and careers. 
 This Black His-
tory Month, in honor of Dr. 
King’s legacy, a mentor-friend 
of mine, Peter Meyer, sent me 
an EducationNext report that 
shows that the achievement 
gap between blacks and whites 
first documented in the 1966 
government-sponsored Cole-
man Report has hardly budged 
some 50 years later when com-
pared to the most recent student 
achievement data from the Na-
tional Assessment of Educa-
tional Progress (NAEP): 
 In math and reading, 
the national test-score gap in 
1965 was 1.1 standard devia-
tions, implying that the aver-
age black 12th grader placed at 
the 13th percentile of the score 
distribution for white students. 
In other words, 87 percent 
of white 12th graders scored 
ahead of the average black 12th 
grader. 
 What does it look like 
50 years later? 
 In math, the size 
of the gap has fallen nation-

ally by 0.2 standard deviations, 
but that still leaves the average 
black 12th-grade student at only 
the 19th percentile of the white 
distribution. In reading, the 
achievement gap has improved 
slightly more than in math (0.3 
standard deviations), but after a 
half century, the average black 
student scores at just the 22nd 
percentile of the white distribu-
tion. 
 According to research 
by Eric A. Hanushek and Paul 
E. Peterson, the nationwide 
achievement gap is narrowing at 
a rate so slow that it would take 
250 years to equalize the math 
learning outcomes (and a few 
years less in reading) of black 
and white children in America. 
 I think Dr. King would 
agree that such a long delay is 
justice denied. 
 I once read that Dr. 
King was worried that the 

groundbreaking Brown v. Board 
of Education school integration 
decision in 1954 would harm 
black children because it would 
remove them from supportive 
black teachers and place them 
in classrooms with white teach-
ers who might think low of them 
and hold low expectations. 
 However, Coleman, 
a die-hard racial integration-
ist, asserted that the family 
backgrounds of students (i.e., 
education level, size, structure, 
amount of reading material), 
had a greater impact on student 
achievement than teachers and 
schools. 
 He wrote that “a pu-
pil’s achievement is strongly 
related to the educational back-
grounds and aspirations of other 
students in the school.” There-
fore he sought to further the 
call for desegregation—in par-
ticular, court-ordered busing of 
black students to diversify white 
urban schools. 
 By 1975, however, 
Coleman realized that pushing 
for urban school desegregation 
had incited white flight, creating 
a new residential segregation 
between the city and the sub-
urbs. Meanwhile, any integra-
tion that was left in the city was 
among poor blacks and poor 
whites, not the diversity of edu-
cational backgrounds Coleman 
hoped for. 
 Today, the education 
debate still rages as to whether 
forces outside of school influ-
ence student achievement more 
than schools themselves. While 
Coleman attempted to measure 
the impact of family back-
grounds on student achieve-
ment, today’s debate has twisted 
his argument into pitting “pov-
erty” against a child’s ability to 
academically achieve—some-
thing Coleman never did. In 
fact, Coleman never factored 
families’ income into his re-
search and only mentioned the 
word “poverty” once in his 737-
page report. 
 Were Dr. King still 
alive would he have told Mis-
sissippi sharecropping parents 

that letting their kids walk three 
miles barefoot to a one-room 
schoolhouse was futile because 
the parents’ poverty and illit-
eracy would impede their chil-
dren’s learning? 
 No, he championed 
the need for people of color to 
have equal educational resourc-
es as whites, to help sharecrop-
pers’ children lift themselves 
out of poverty. 
 Dr. King also fought 
for fair wages, employment and 
housing for blacks in the South 
to curb poverty, but he never as-
serted that high-quality schools 
would be ineffective without 
those things being in place. 
 No one can do it all, 
so my strategy as a freedom-
fighting educator is to focus on 
making schooling a rich and 
worthwhile endeavor for poor 
children of color, through equal 
funding, rigorous curriculum, 
high expectations and spiritu-
ally healthy teachers. 
 My fight is based on 
my being a Chicago Public 
Schools student who was born 
into poverty. I cringe when I 
hear statements that lump all 
low-income black families into 
one bucket, usually stereotyp-
ing them as placing too little 
value on education when the 
real problem is the lack of op-
portunity. 
 Numerous research 
studies today have proved 
Coleman wrong on one point—
the biggest impact on student 
learning in schools is the qual-
ity of the teacher. Helping 
schools get better—not trying 
to end poverty—is where edu-
cators will see the immediate 
returns for their activism. Let 
the freedom-fighters who work 
in housing and economics focus 
on making their industries less 
poverty-prone. 
 I was born six years 
after Dr. King’s death and eight 
years after the Coleman Report, 
and the educational outcomes 
for black children as compared 
to those white children have 
virtually gone unchanged. 
 So I ask, “How 
long?” 
 It took nearly 250 
years and a bloody Civil War 
for slavery in America to end, 
and if we don’t make education 
equity our top national priority 
it will take another 250 years 
(and perhaps bloody riots and 
street wars) to bring socioeco-
nomic liberty and justice to Af-
rican-American communities. 
 Waiting another 250 
years to achieve educational 
equity might as well be an eter-
nity.

King's letter from Birmingham jail

DRIVERS: CDL-A1 yr. Guaranteed Home Time.

Excellent Pay Package.
Monthly Bonus Program.100% No-Touch 

BCBS/Dental/Vision. Plenty of miles

 877-704-3773

MBE Certified - 2015

Rhames

12-25-15 + 2-1-16

12-25-15 + 2-1-16

2-8-16
1-29-16+2-5-16

King



  textBUSINESS CARD DIRECTORY
For All Occasions

Weddings - Birthday Parties
Family Reunions

Sports Events
Call:

(216) 721-1674

Photographer  Available For All Your Printing
Call: (216) 721-1674

Business Cards - Flyers
Pamphlets - Brochures

Wedding Invitations
Calendars - Obituaries

Religious Literature
We Design And Typeset Your 

Material Professionally

CUSTOM MADE
Stamps – Desk & Door Signs
Name Badges & Wall Signs

To Place Your Order
Call

(216) 721-1674

*Wanted – To Buy*
Old Cleveland Arena

Basketball Memorabilia – Pipers – Cavaliers
Harlem Globetrotters – Local College Teams 

Need Press Kits – Programs – Photos
Autographs–Posters–Equipment–Tickets

*Paying Top Dollar*
Call: (330) 856-7047 Or (216) 721-1674

Tuesday, February 2, 2016- Friday, February 5, 2016 EAST SIDE DAILY NEWS Page 3

REPUBLIC A-1
AUTO PARTS

Quality In Used Car Parts

Complete Line of 
Foreign And Domestic Parts

Used & Rebuilt
Auto Parts For Sale

3210 East 65th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 44127

(216) 271-3000
(216) 271-4200

SubscribeTo 
EAST SIDE

DAILY NEWS
Call (216) 721-1674

Wanted Experienced
Journalist

Call (216) 721-1674

Newspaper For Sale
Ideal For Person

Who Wants To Be
Involved In Total
Cleveland Area!

Call (216) 721-1674

EAST SIDE DAILY NEWS
11400 Woodland Ave. - Cleveland, OH 44104

To Place Your Advertisement 
Call (216) 721-1674

www.eastsidedailynews.com

 Cuyahoga Coun-
ty Medical Examiner Dr. 
Thomas Gilson last Thurs-
day, along with County Ex-
ecutive Armond Budish and 
various partners, held their 
Student Leadership Summit: 
Heroin Crisis and Our Fu-
ture. 
 “I commend Dr. 
Gilson and our panel of ex-
perts for putting this sum-
mit together, and I thank the 
teachers and students for 
providing us with informa-
tion on how we can work 
together to reach the youth 
about the dangers of heroin,” 
said County Executive Bud-
ish. “Our fight against the 
epidemic will not stop here. 
As we continue our efforts 
through education and treat-
ment, I ask that our residents 
keep the conversation ongo-
ing so that we can continue 
to try and save lives togeth-
er.” 
 More than 70 high 
school students and chap-
erones from public, pri-
vate, and trade schools in 
Cuyahoga County gathered 
at the Cuyahoga County 
Medical Examiner’s Office 
to have an open discussion 
about the heroin epidemic. 
The summit was specifically 
designed to educate stu-
dents, to address stigmas that 
prevent people from getting 
help, and learn directly from 

students themselves on how 
we can better reach them. 
 “We are excited to 
host this event. With the sup-
port of Executive Budish, 
the Medical Examiner’s Of-
fice has continued to explore 
ways to counter the heroin 
epidemic in our community,” 
Dr. Gilson said. “Our studies 
have shown that most of the 
heroin and fentanyl over-
dose victims in our county 
complete their education 
around the high school level. 
We are collaborating with 
student leaders at a variety 
of high schools to transmit a 
message that will hopefully 
reach a wider audience and 
prevent overdoses and other 
negative consequences of 
drug abuse by addressing the 
issue at a much earlier point 
in the cycle of addiction.” 
 Discussing the 
heroin epidemic is only 
half the battle. The panel 
of experts challenged each 
school in attendance, to take 
what they’ve learned and 
discussed, and share it with 
their community. Students 
were challenged to cre-
ate content for their school 
newspapers and social media 
pages, using the #HeroinCri-
sis hashtag. 
 Students shared 
their ideas, questions, and 
knowledge on the growing 
heroin epidemic to a panel 
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Addict,” Nicole Curtis is a 
self-taught home rehabber 
and designer, master of sal-
vage picking, spirited advo-
cate for saving old houses 
and mom who will appear on 

Black children are the future as well

Medical office hosts heroin summit

2016

head

head

Saleem

of experts, including: Dr. 
Thomas Gilson, Cuyahoga 
County Medical Examiner, 
Katie Boland, ADAMHS 
Board of Cuyahoga County 
External Affairs Officer, Aar-
on Marks, Heroin and Opi-
ate Task Force Spokesman, 
Monica Robins, WKYC Se-
nior Health Correspondent 
and Jaclyn Brandt, Robby’s 
Voice Vice President. 
 “Addiction and 
mental illness are diagnos-
able and treatable brain 
diseases,” said William M. 
Denihan, chief executive 
officer of the Alcohol, Drug 
Addiction and Mental Health 
Services (ADAMHS) Board 
of Cuyahoga County. “This 
tragic heroin epidemic in our 
community and in the United 
States doesn’t discriminate 
on sex, occupation, com-
munity or age. This disease 
doesn’t care if you are 12 or 
65 years old. It is important 
to engage with youth to help 
prevent alcohol and drug use 
while teaching them the re-
sources for treatment and re-
covery.” 
 The summit was 
recognized by the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse 
(NIDA) as an official event 
for National Drug & Alco-
hol Facts Week (NDAFW) - 
January 25–31, 2016.  Addi-
tionally, local media partners 
WKYC & Northeast Ohio 
Media Group (cleveland.
com) dedicated live-stream/
live-tweet media resources 
for the event to expand the 
#HeroinCrisis conversation 
throughout social media. 
 “I believe the im-
portance of keeping an open 
dialogue and revealing the 
dangers of this drug to our 
youth is vital to spreading the 
word and affecting change,” 
said Heather Kava, Valley 
Forge High School Interven-
tion Specialist.  “Adults and 
caregivers can preach all 
they’d like about the dangers 
of drugs but it is when the 
teenagers and kids believe 
the danger to be present, that 
positive changes may begin 
happening.”

By IKHLAS SALEEM
 
 Editor’s Note: 
Ikhlas Saleem is the Digi-
tal Content Manager for 
Education Post, a non-
partisan communications 
organization dedicated 
to building support for 
student-focused improve-
ments in public educa-
tion from preschool to 
high school graduation. 
Ikhlas is an experienced 
researcher and content 
manager with an inter-
est in simplifying complex 
topics to increase dialogue 
and understanding, while 
extending the boundaries 
of inclusion in public dis-
course. 
 In 1986, Whit-
ney Houston covered the 
George Benson hit, The 
Greatest Love of All, 
which he originally re-
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corded for a film biogra-
phy of Muhammad Ali. 
Stephen Holden of The 
New York Times wrote 
that Houston’s cover gave 
the “message of self-worth 
an astounding resonance 
and conviction…a com-
pelling assertion of black 
pride, family loyalty and 
spiritual devotion, all at 
once.” 
 Now that I work 
in education, this is a 
song I often reflect upon 
when feeling emotionally 
tasked, particularly the 
opening lines: 
 I believe the chil-
dren are our future 
 Teach them well 
and let them lead the way 
 Show them all the 
beauty they possess inside 
 Give them a sense 
of pride to make it easier 

 Let the children’s 
laughter remind us how we 
used to be 
 My grade-school 
friend, Yasmine Muham-
mad, who was blessed 
with the talent—and in 
this case burden—of a 
great singing voice, was 
requested to sing this song 
at every awards ceremo-
ny, academic gathering 
and sometimes basketball 
games because, why not. 
 I didn’t know it 
then but what an incredible 
message to continuously 
impart upon children—
particularly children that 
were and are descendants 
of slaves, carrying almost 
400 years of baggage of a 
dignity lost and a future al-
most impossible to dream. 
 Now in 2016, I 
can reflect and celebrate 

my ancestors that carried 
the burden of a back brea-
kin’, cotton-pickin’ South, 
while spending their 
nights in hope of freedom 
trying to make sense of a 
language that was not their 
own, while being remind-
ed that their futures lie in 
nothing but death or labor 
of the American South. 
 Nate Bowling has 
said it before and I’ll say 
it again, while the fate of 
black children lies outside 
of plantation fields, Amer-
ica isn’t quite ready to be-
lieve or concede that black 
children are the future. 

Instead there’s the excep-
tion. There’s the, “Jahmal, 
despite his circumstanc-
es, who has managed to 
exceed expectations.” 
There’s also, “Keisha who 
displays incredible poten-
tial.” And of course there a 
couple of kids from 90220 
and 10027 that “made it.” 
 You see, it’s much 
easier to find exceptions 
rather than tending to the 
whole lot. 
 The fact is we’re 
not teaching children well 
and black children are 
among the groups that suf-
fer most. 
 We’re not mak-
ing it easy when we lower 
standards for students and 
teachers. We’re not making 
it easier when we lessen 
measures of accountability 
for our lowest-performing 
schools. And we’re not 
making it easier when we 
restrict school enrollment 
to a block-radius. 
 What we are do-
ing is limiting students’ 
ability to show us all the 

beauty they possess inside. 
 Pride is lost when 
a high school student can 
be thrown from her desk 
and arrested in front of 
her classmates. Pride is 
lost when disciplinary ac-
tion is met with a school-
to-prison pipeline. Pride 
is lost when you graduate 
high school only to take 
remedial courses at your 
local community college 
because your diploma is 
worthless. 
 I believe children 
are the future, but America 

has to believe that black 
children are part of that fu-
ture, too.
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Dr. James L. Snyder

 An incident hap-
pened this past week in which 
I am still scratching my head. 
Have you ever known you 
had something, but for the 
life of you, you could not 
find it? I will accede to the 
fact that occasionally, I do 
have a streak of absent-mind-
edness running through me. 
At times, I wish it would just 
walk. 
 I was fairly certain I 
had an extra $20 in one of my 
pant’s pockets. It was what 
I affectionately refer to as 
my “mad Money.” My wife 
would be mad if she knew 
I had it. I do not remember 
where it came from but my 
real problem was, I could not 
find those pants.
 Usually, if I find 
money in my pant’s pocket 
there is only one explanation. 
I’m wearing somebody’s 
pants, but not mine. The truth 
is, my pants rarely see any 
extra money. If there is an oc-
casion when I do have money 
in my pocket, my pants get 
all excited and wrinkly.
 Only this was dif-
ferent. I distinctly remember 
putting a $20 bill in one of 
my pant’s pockets and think-
ing what I could do with it. 
But now, I cannot find it. I 
knew I had an extra $20. I 
distinctly remember putting 
it somewhere. I looked ev-
erywhere... maybe I should 
have looked somewhere.
 With an aimless 
look on my face, more aim-
less than normal, I wandered 
the house in search of the 
missing $20. I tried to act in-
conspicuous so the Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage 
would not discover what I 
was doing.
 Obviously, no 

Emmy award will come my 
way because my acting in-
conspicuous was a complete 
failure.
 “What are you look-
ing for?” My wife queried.
 “Nothing,” I stam-
mered.
 “When you find it, 
let me know. I really don’t 
know what nothing looks 
like.”
 Ha. Ha. Ha. Some-
times she thinks she is a co-
median. I was not laughing. 
If I find that money, the joke 
will be on her. Then we will 
see who is laughing.
 I had two fears fac-
ing me at this point. First, she 
could have found the money 
and was waiting for me to ad-
mit that I actually had some 
extra money. This would in-
vite a great deal of grief on 
top of my balding head.
 Second, if I told her 
I was looking for money she 
would want to know where I 
got extra money. If I cannot 
remember where the money 
is, how in the world am I 
going to remember where it 
came from?
 Then, she would 
want to know how much 
more money I had misplaced 
somewhere in the house. Ac-
tually, I want to know that 
myself.
 Such interrogation 
from her borders on water 
boarding. If the FBI wants 
to learn a thing or two about 
torturing people, they could 
learn an awful lot from her. 
She can torture a person and 
not lay a glove on them. Of 
course it is not her glove I am 
worried about, it is her evil 
eye that goes through a per-
son, me in particular, like a 
laser beam.
 My wife always 
knows when I am lying. My 

lips are moving.
 Getting back to the 
missing $20. I could offer to 
split it with her if she would 
help me find it, which would 
leave me with $10. $10 in the 
hand is worth more than $20 
that I do not know where it is.
 Then, I would have 
to explain what I needed $10 
for at the time. Christmas is 
over and her birthday and our 
anniversary are a long way 
off, so I cannot tell her I want 
to buy her a present.
 I did have plans for 
that $20. But now, I cannot 
even remember what those 
plans were. Maybe, if I knew 
what I planned to do with the 
$20 I might remember what I 
did with it.
 While I was musing 
on this situation, I discovered 
a correlation between money 
and love. Without love, you 
end up with a broken heart. 
Without money, you just end 
up broken.
 Then out of no-
where, and I mean nowhere, 
an idea entered my head. I 
remembered wearing my 
brown suit when I got $20. I 
went to my closet, but the suit 
was not there.
 “Have you seen 
my brown suit?” I asked my 
wife.
 “Yes,” she said rath-
er absent-mindedly, “I sent 
it to the dry cleaner. Why do 
you ask?”
 Then, with a little 
smirk dancing on her face, 
she asked, “You weren’t 
looking for $20, were you?”
 The only thing I 
hope is that I do not remem-
ber where the $20 came 
from or what I planned to do 
with it. I guess a freshly dry-
cleaned suit is worth $20.
 Seeking that money 
reminded me of a verse of 
Scripture. “But seek ye first 
the kingdom of God, and 
his righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added 
unto you. Take therefore no 
thought for the morrow: for 
the morrow shall take thought 
for the things of itself. Suffi-
cient unto the day is the evil 
thereof.” (Matthew 6:33-34 
KJV).
 Then another verse. 
“Seek ye the LORD while he 
may be found, call ye upon 
him while he is near:” (Isaiah 
55:6 KJV).
 No matter how hard 
you search for something, if 
it is not there, you will never 
find it. With God, it is a dif-
ferent story. When we truly 
seek Him, we always find 
Him
 The Rev. James L. 
Snyder is pastor of the Fam-
ily of God Fellowship, 1471 
Pine Road, Ocala, FL 34472. 
Call him at 352-687-4240 or 
e-mail jamessnyder2@att.
net. The church web site is 
www.whatafellowship.com.

Obama

A Look At My World

Looking for money in all the wrong places

Wanted 
Cleveland Buckeyes Baseball Team

Baseball Collectibles 
Items From Other Cleveland Teams That 
Played In The Professional Negro League
Autographed Baseballs - Photos - Programs

Bats - Schedules - Yearbooks - Tickets - Movies
Guides - Buttons - Postcards - Baseball Cards

Also Wanted Items On:
Satchel Paige - Larry Doby - Luke Easter  

Minnie Monoso - Al Smith 
Dave Pope - Dave Hoskins

Paying Top Dollar 
Call (330) 856-7047 or (216) 721-1674

Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers                

Visit Our Website: Class1Pavers.com

Specializing In Residential Driveways

Need Help?    Great Financing!!
Call:  (216) 397-6349

Winter Check List                
Be Ready For Winter!

1481 Warresnville Ctr. Rd.South Euclid, Ohio 44121

A + Rating By BBB

• Kitchen
• Bathrooms
• Windows
• Siding
• Masonary Work
• Rec. Rooms *
• Seal Coating
• Siding
• Roofing
• Handicap Shower 

And Walk In Tubs
Roof Leaks? We Can Help!

Driveway
(Concrete and Asphalt)

Countering Anti-Muslim Hate Together
EDITOR’S NOTE: Madi-
hha Ahussain is a staff attor-
ney for Muslim Advocates
By MADIHHA AHUSSAIN 
 
 Why do you want 
to kill us?”
 That was writ-
ten on the banner held by 
nearly fifty young Muslim 
schoolchildren after a Ten-
nessee politician, Robert 
Doggart, threatened to at-
tack their hamlet in upstate 
New York. Doggart targeted 

this small town, commonly 
known as “Islamberg,” be-
cause of its dense Muslim 
population, and planned to 
burn down the local mosque 
and Islamic school, and kill 
anyone–children included–
who came in his way.
 A heinous act of 
hate and domestic terror-
ism was unfolding, yet most 
Americans are completely 
unaware of this man’s dead-
ly plot. Unlike instances 
in which Muslims are sus-

pected of violent acts that 
are broadcast widely in the 
news, this story received 
very little media coverage, 
as well as no press releases 
or statements from the U.S. 
Department of Justice her-
alding Doggart’s arrest.
 It is unacceptable 
for our country to stay silent 
when someone threatens to 
murder a school of Ameri-
can children simply because 
of their faith. That’s why I 
wanted to raise the issue di-

rectly with President Obama 
at the White House Iftar on 
Monday. I showed him the 
heart-wrenching picture of 
Islamberg’s young boys and 
girls, some of them adorned 
in headscarves and other re-
ligious garb, and asked for 
his leadership in combating 
hate. He looked at the pic-
ture intently and expressed 
interest in wanting to learn 
more.
 Just days after the 
senseless killing of nine 
worshippers at Emanuel 
AME Church in Charles-
ton, South Carolina, many 
Americans are asking our-
selves how we can eliminate 
hatred in the very spaces 
where “we seek solace and 
we seek peace, in [places] 
of worship,” as President 
Obama said during his re-
marks after the tragedy.
 How do we as 
concerned Americans stop 
violent attacks against com-
munities of faith and ensure 
that anti-Muslim bigotry 

is no longer acceptable? 
There’s no simple answer, 
and there is likely no one 
factor that will be the cause 
for change. But one factor 
that is undeniably critical 
is the need to advocate with 
public officials, starting 
with our nation’s highest 
elected official.
 Earlier this year, 
Muslim Advocates Execu-
tive Director Farhana Khera 
led a meeting with President 
Obama and a diverse group 
of American Muslims, in-
cluding, among others, co-
median Dean Obeidallah, 
University of Pennsylva-
nia Chaplain and Muslims 
Make it Plain! founding 
member Kameelah Ra-
shad, and Islamic scholar 
and professor Dr. Sherman 
Jackson, to voice the con-
cerns of the community.  
Together, participants high-
lighted the crisis of anti-
Muslim hate, and the need 
for the President to use his 
bully pulpit to educate the 

public and tamp down the 
deadly anti-Muslim rheto-
ric that has taken root in 
our country. The very next 
day, President Obama made 
some of the strongest state-
ments in defense of Ameri-
can Muslims, reminding the 
public that the Muslim com-
munity is an essential part 
of this great nation’s fabric.
 In the wake of the 
horrific murders of three 
Muslim students in Chapel 
Hill earlier this year, we, the 
NAACP, Color of Change, 
The Sikh Coalition, ISNA, 
the Muslim Student Asso-
ciation of U.S. and Canada, 
along with nearly 145 other 
groups, urged then-U.S. At-
torney General Eric Holder 
to open a federal hate crime 
investigation. We have also 
met with the Acting Assis-
tant Attorney General for 
Civil Rights Vanita Gupta 
to urge federal hate crimes 
investigations and prosecu-
tions of not only the mur-
ders in Chapel Hill, but also 
a number of recent attacks 
on Muslims in communities 
across the country.  At this 
time of great pain and fear, 
it is absolutely crucial that 
our nation’s top officials 
send a strong message that 
anti-Muslim hate will not be 
tolerated and will be pros-
ecuted to the fullest extent 
of the law.
 As the lead for 
Muslim Advocates program 
to counter anti-Muslim hate, 
I have travelled across the 
country and spoken to nu-

merous American Muslims 
who have been directly af-
fected by the climate of hate 
against Muslims. I have sat 
across from teary-eyed rela-
tives as they have shared 
stories of their beloved fam-
ily members who were mur-
dered because they were 
Muslim. I have heard teach-
ers’ voices crack as they’ve 
recounted how their Islamic 
school was vandalized and 
the impact it had on their 
young students.

While our nation’s public 
officials need to lead, the 
burden is on each of us 
to boldly speak out–from 
both inside and outside of 
government–holding our 
leaders accountable, and 
urging them to take action. 
As American Muslims, we 
must be prepared to use 
every tool available in our 
advocacy toolbox to raise 
our issues with our nation’s 
leaders at every opportu-
nity.
 There are smart, 
dedicated American Mus-
lims–from the halls of Con-
gress, to grassroots organi-
zations, to the entertainment 
industry, to lawyers in the 
courtrooms–who are work-
ing tirelessly to hold our 
government accountable 
and ultimately bring about 
change. This change re-
quires the collective action 
of our entire community. As 
each of us steps up in our 
varying capacities across 
the country to shed light on 

 The Islamic Society 
of North America (ISNA) 
welcomed President Obama 
as he address the Islamic So-
ciety of Baltimore (ISB) on 
Wednesday and th religious 
group thanked him for his 
commitment to combat big-
otry. 
 In the midst of hate-
ful rhetoric and the rise of 
Islamophobia during this 
election season, ISNA sees 
President Obama’s address 
as step in a positive direction 
and his visit as a historical 
moment. 
 President Obama’s 
message highlighted the 
contributions of Muslim 
Americans as a vital part of 
the American community 
throughout the nation’s his-
tory. 
 “We hope the ad-
dress becomes a launching 
pad for dialogue to move the 
nation towards the pluralistic 
society the Founding Fathers 
envisioned,” an ISNA mem-
ber said. 
 ISNA encourages 
friends of other faiths and 
more elected officials to visit 
mosques across the nation. 
 While visiting the 
mosque, President Obama 
said, “Leaders of all faiths 
must condemn hateful rhet-
oric and violence against 
Muslims. None of us can be 
silent. We cannot be bystand-
ers to bigotry. Together, we 
have to show that America 
truly protects all faiths.” 
 ISNA continues 
its commitment of joining 

Obama visits mosque 

leaders of all faiths to foster 
relationships and to work to-
wards a just and pluralistic 
society that is welcoming of 
all citizens without discrimi-
nation and bigotry based 
on religion, race, gender or 
class. 
 ISNA President 
Azhar Azeez, who was in at-
tendance at ISB, said, “Presi-
dent Obama’s address was 
inspiring, but also a reminder 
that we must continue to 
engage and serve our com-
munity as way to combat 
Islamophobia and strengthen 
the fabric of our nation.” 
 We encourage our 
members to write a message 
of appreciation to President 
Obama for his support. 
 The Islamic Society 
of North America (ISNA) is 
the largest and oldest Islam-
ic umbrella organization in 
North America. 
 Its mission is to fos-
ter the development of the 
Muslim community, inter-
faith relations, civic engage-
ment, and better understand-
ing of Islam.

 Hillary for America 
announced on Wednesday that 
more than 170 African American 
women leaders have endorsed 
and will mobilize their networks 
to support Hillary Clinton. Dur-
ing the next month, these women 
leaders will blanket South Caro-
lina and March primary states as 
campaign surrogates and host 
women-to-women phone banks, 
organizing meetings, debate 
watch parties, and community 
meetings. 
 The announcement 
kicks off February’s Weekend 
of Action, which will focus on 
celebrating African American 
History month with Clinton’s 
volunteers across the country 
attending African American his-
tory events in their communities, 
hosting phone banks and going 
door to door to local businesses 
such as barbershops, beauty 
salons, corner grocery stores, 
neighborhood restaurants and 
other establishments to sign up 
new supporters. 
 Surrogates and key 
leaders will talk about how 
Clinton will fight for women by 

African American women leaders stand with Clinton
working to close the pay gap, 
fight for paid family leave, make 
affordable childcare a reality, 
protect women’s reproductive 
rights, raise the minimum wage, 
and promote women’s rights 
around the world. 
 Chelsea Clinton will 
hold events in South Carolina 
around the weekend of action. 
 “Hillary Clinton has 
been fighting for African Ameri-
can women and girls her entire 
career – and she’s not going to 
stop now,” said director of Afri-
can American Outreach LaDa-
via Drane. “Hillary knows the 
reality of women earning less 
than men, confronting barriers 
to advancing in the workforce, 
and politicians interfering with 
a woman’s right to make her 
own health care decisions is 
even starker for African Ameri-
can women. As president, she’ll 
implement the right policies to 
lift us up and move us forward. 
Hillary is a friend to the African 
American community and we’re 
excited that these respected 
women leaders will campaign 
for her in the weeks to come.”
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Time limits apply to malpractice claims
 Q: What is medical 
malpractice? 
 A: Medical malprac-
tice occurs when a medical 
professional or facility (such 
as a doctor, nurse or hospi-
tal) causes physical injury to 
a patient during the course 
of medical treatment. For the 
claim to succeed, the conduct 
that caused the injury must 
violate “the standard of care” 
in the medical community. 
The standard of care means 
the generally accepted prac-
tices and procedures of medi-
cal professionals performing 
the particular treatment in the 
particular local area. 
 Q: Do medical mal-
practice claims regularly go to 
trial? 
 A: No. Nearly all 
medical malpractice claims 
are resolved and do not go to a 
jury trial. Malpractice claims 
are very expensive to bring 
and defend for the parties. 
 Q: If I bring a medi-
cal malpractice suit, what 
kinds of things might be cov-
ered if I am successful? 
 A: “Compensatory 
damages” would compensate 
you for your actual costs, such 
as medical bills and lost in-
come or wages due to the in-
jury.
 You might also be 
able to recover “non-eco-
nomic damages” that could 
include pain and suffering and 
emotional distress associated 
with the injury. 
 ”Punitive damages” 
may also be awarded. They 
are designed to punish the 
medical professional or facil-
ity. This form of damages is 
only available in egregious 
cases, such as cases involv-
ing reckless behavior, fraud, 
or reckless disregard for a pa-
tient’s health or safety. 
 Q: Is there a limit to 
how much I might receive in 
damages for medical malprac-
tice in Ohio? 
 A: There are no caps 
or limitations for compensa-
tory damages. However, Ohio 
law limits the amount of non-
economic damages to either 
$250,000 or three times the 
amount of the compensatory 
damages, whichever is great-

Court explains storage bins, tax appeals 
By JUSTICE PAUL E. PFEIFER

 The Metamora El-
evator Company owns eight 
acres of land in Fulton County 
that contains grain silos, stor-
age bins, tanks, and buildings 
used to process and store grain.  
When Metamora challenged 
the assessed value of the 
property for tax purposes, the 
challenge eventually made its 
way before the Ohio Supreme 
Court. 
 In March 2010, 
Metamora filed separate com-
plaints with the Fulton County 
Board of Revision (“BOR”) – 
which handles such challenges 
for the county – seeking to re-
duce the property value of two 
parcels from just over 2 mil-
lion dollars to roughly 1.5 mil-
lion.  Metamora also sought to 
remove the storage bins from 
the real property assessment, 
claiming that they were busi-
ness fixtures. 
 The BOR conducted 
a hearing, and at that time, 
Metamora orally amended its 
complaints to seek a further re-
duction of the real estate value 
to $820,740. 
 At the BOR hearing, 
Daniel Dembowski – testify-
ing on behalf of Metamora 
– argued that the storage bins 
were being improperly taxed 
as real property because they 
are business fixtures.  He ex-
plained that on the company’s 
books, the bins are classified as 
equipment items. 
 In the past, because 
personal property used in busi-
ness was generally taxable, the 
owner made no effort to cor-
rect the county’s classification 
of the bins from real preop-
erty to personal property; but 
the phase-out of the general 
personal property tax made it 
important to now obtain the 
proper classification. 
 Using photographs 
of the premises, Dembowski 

er. There is also an additional 
cap for non-economic dam-
ages of $350,000 per patient, 
although this amount can 
increase to $500,000 if the 
injuries are substantial, such 
as the loss of a limb or severe 
deformity. 
 Ohio caps punitive 
damages at two times the 
amount of the compensatory 
damages. 
 Q: Would I need ex-
pert testimony to prove my 
malpractice claim? 
 A: Yes. Since your 
claim involves a medi-
cal professional’s skill and 
judgment or medical facil-
ity procedures, expert tes-
timony must be presented 
to establish the prevailing 
standard of care and causa-
tion between the alleged 
malpractice and the resulting 
injury. However, there is an 
exception to requiring expert 
testimony if the conduct is 
shockingly bad and within 
the “common knowledge” 
of laypersons, such as leav-
ing a sponge inside a patient 
or failing to diagnose a com-
mon illness that resulted in 
death. 
 To file a complaint 
in a medical malpractice law-
suit you must also provide an 
“affidavit of merit” for each 
medical professional being 
sued. The affidavit of merit 
is a document, signed by a 
qualified expert, that says 
your claim has merit. 
 Q: How much time 
to do I have to bring a medi-
cal malpractice lawsuit in 
Ohio? 
 A: In Ohio, there 
is a statute of limitations, or 
time limit, for medical mal-
practice lawsuits. Once this 
time limit expires, you can 
no longer file a lawsuit. You 
have one year from the time 
you discover or should have 
reasonably discovered your 
injury. Further, you have, 
at most, four years from the 
date of the action that caused 
the injury. 
 For example, if you 
have knee replacement sur-
gery in April 2015, but do 
not discover that a piece of 
sponge was left inside your 

knee until January 2025, you 
will not be able to sue for 
medical malpractice in Ohio. 
However, Ohio courts are 
still debating these time limi-
tations, so you should check 
with an Ohio malpractice at-
torney about your options. 
 Q: If I file a medical 
malpractice claim against my 
doctor, what sorts of defens-
es can I expect the doctor to 
make? 
 A: The statute of 
limitations mentioned above 
is a commonly used defense.
Or, your doctor may say that 
you were at least partly re-
sponsible for your own injury. 
This is known as “compara-
tive negligence,” a defense 
that identifies and measures 
each party’s relative respon-
sibility for the injury. For ex-
ample, your doctor may claim 
that your failure to follow 
medical advice partly caused 
your injury. 
 However, your 
“contributory fault” only 
prevents you from recover-
ing damages if it is greater 
than the combined fault of 
all the other people involved, 
whether or not they have been 
sued. If your contributory 
fault was less than the fault of 
all the others involved, then 
the amount of your recovery 
will be reduced, but only in 
proportion to how much of 
the injury is determined to 
be your fault. For example, 
if you are 30 percent at fault 
for your own injuries, you 
can still potentially recover 
70 percent of the damages 
awarded by the jury verdict. 
 This “Law You Can 
Use” column was provided 
by the Ohio State Bar Asso-
ciation. It was prepared by 
Andrew L. Smith, a senior as-
sociate attorney in the Cincin-
nati office of Smith, Rolfes & 
Skavdahl Company, LPA. 
 Articles appearing 
in this column are intended to 
provide broad, general infor-
mation about the law. 
 Before applying this 
information to a specific legal 
problem, readers are urged to 
seek advice from an attorney.

distinguished the concrete silo 
structures from the corrugated 
metal storage bins.  He con-
ceded that the concrete bins 
are permanent and constitute 
realty.  But, he asserted, the 
storage bins are modular units 
of corrugated sheeting bolted 
down in concrete foundations 
which can be – and sometimes 
have been – disassembled and 
reassembled.  In fact, Dem-
bowski noted, Metamora had 
sold and removed bins in the 
past. 
 Nevertheless, the 
BOR rejected Metamora’s 
claim, leaving the assessed val-
uation unchanged.  Metamora 
then appealed to the Board of 
Tax Appeals (“BTA”), a state-
wide tax authority. 
 In reviewing 
Metamora’s case, the BTA re-
viewed the legal definitions 
of “structure” and “fixture” 
related to real property, both 
of which refer to the “perma-
nent” character of the item or 
the permanency of its attach-
ment to the land.  It then made 
a specific finding that “the 
grain storage bins at issue are 
not permanent, but temporary 
structures.” 
 Based on that find-
ing, the BTA concluded that 
the grain storage bins did not 
come within the definition of 
real property. 
 The BTA stated in its 
opinion, “Even if we had found 
that the storage grain bins were 
real property ... we would have 
found that they meet the defi-
nition of ‘business fixture’ ... 
because it is a category specifi-
cally enumerated” in the law. 
 In summarizing, the 
BTA stated that the testimo-
ny, in effect, established that 
the grain storage bins “were 
modular, not permanent, they 
can be removed and sold, and 
they can be disassembled for 
repair and subsequently reas-
sembled.” 

Legal Court Interpretation

 The BTA therefore 
reversed the BOR’s decision 
and removed the storage bins 
from the assessment.  The BTA 
determined that the true value 
of the property was $738,240, 
which it derived from the audi-
tor’s original value minus the 
auditor’s value of the storage 
bins, which was about 1.1 mil-
lion dollars. 
 When Metamora’s 
case came before us, the 
county claimed that a build-
ing or structure on the land 
is a permanent fabrication or 
construction that is attached 
or affixed to land and that in-
creases or enhances utilization 
or enjoyment of the land, and 
constitutes an improvement on 
the land as defined by the Ohio 
Constitution, and must there-
fore be taxed as real property. 
 Ultimately, we had 
to determine whether the stor-
age bins at issue are fixtures 
or improvements subject to 
real property tax or whether 
they are business fixtures and 
should be classified as person-
al property and, therefore, not 
subject to property tax. 
 In writing the ma-
jority opinion for our court, 
Justice Terrence O’Donnell 
stated, “Historically, the dis-
tinction between fixtures that 
were real property and fixtures 
that were personal property 
was elusive.” 
 To that point, he 
cited several cases decided by 
our court over the years, dat-
ing back to 1945, in which 
various pieces of machinery, 
structures, and even – in a 
case from 1966 – a miniature 
golf course watering system, 
were to be considered personal 
property and thus not taxable, 
or were determined to be re-
alty and therefore subject to 
property tax. 
 But then, in 1992, 
the Ohio legislature amended 
the definitions of “real prop-

Sharing money problems with kids
By NATHANIEL SILLIN
 
 Kids are surpris-
ingly resilient in the face of 
a crisis. But even so, serious 
family money troubles can 
potentially affect a young 
person’s home life, education 
and outlook on money man-
agement down the road. 
 While my wife and 
I don’t have kids, children 
under the age of 10 who are 
particularly mature – and 
particularly observant – often 
can immediately pick up on a 
parent’s stress over money or 
other issues. 
 How can you be 
honest about your finances 
with a child under the age of 
18 without spreading confu-
sion or stress? The American 
Psychological Association 
points out (http://www.apa.
org/helpcenter/children-
economy.aspx) that kids can 
often deal with a crisis fair-
ly well but most aren’t yet 
keenly aware of tension in 
the household. When sharing 
money problems with your 
kids, here are a few ideas 
from the APA and other re-
sources you can use: 
 Tell the truth, but 
watch how you tell it. You 
want to spare your child 
from hardship and worry, 
but it’s important not to say 
things are great when they’re 
clearly not. Try to explain in 
brief but truthful detail about 
what’s happening and leave 

time for questions. Any child, 
no matter how sophisticated, 
can become worried if his or 
her parents reveal extreme 
fear about money concerns. 
 Keep in mind 
there’s a great opportunity in 
these conversations to under-
stand your child’s thoughts 
and attitudes. Make it a kind, 
understanding conversation, 
and listen for clues. 
 Keep the discus-
sion age-appropriate. Teens 
may be more aware of gen-
eral financial circumstances 
because they can spot dif-
ferent behavior at home or 
because their friends’ parents 
might be going through simi-
lar circumstances. However, 
younger kids generally have 
less knowledge and experi-
ence to process what’s going 
on. Tell kids what they need 
to know, but don’t overload 
them with information. 
 Set an example. It 
may be difficult, but demon-
strate grace under pressure. 
Be calm and reasoned. If you 
are looking for work, discuss 
that with your children and 
even share what that pro-
cess is like. Remember, kids 
learn by example. If they see 
their parents dealing sensibly 
with adversity no matter how 
long it takes to right the ship, 
that’s a very important les-
son. Communicate behaviors 
that they will need to learn if 
they’re going to successfully 
deal with money problems as 

adults. 
 Introduce or rein-
force money lessons. What-
ever the problem, reinforce 
smart spending and savings 
behavior no matter what the 
child’s age. However old 
they are, (http://www.prac-
ticalmoneyskills.com/Edu-
cateKids/) kids should get 
regular lessons in the rela-
tionship between money and 
the things in their life. 
 Make it educational. 
Communicate behaviors that 
kids will need to successfully 
manage money in the future. 
Whatever the problem, re-
inforce smart spending and 
saving behavior no matter 
what the child’s age. Teach-
ing kids about money can be 
fun by introducing educa-
tional games. The Practical 
Money Skills website offers 
a collection of games (http://
www.practicalmoneyskills.
com/games/) kids can play 
to learn how to save money. 
Talk to them about important 
financial concepts such as 
budgeting – and bring them 
to life using real-life exam-
ples like planning an afford-
able family vacation or out-
ing. 
 Introduce the emer-
gency fund. One of the essen-
tial building blocks of per-
sonal finance, the emergency 
fund exists to protect sav-
ings and keep borrowing to Having The Cleanest Home

In The Neighborhood

Weekly Wealth For Your Health

erty” and “personal property” 
in a manner that resolved that 
issue.  The 1992 law harmo-
nized the definition of “real 
property” with the definition 
of “personal property.” 
 Now as it stands, 
the law relating to personal 
property defines “business 
fixture” this way: “Business 
fixture means an item of tan-
gible personal property that 
has become permanently at-
tached or affixed to the land 
or to a building, structure, or 
improvement, and that pri-
marily benefits the business 
conducted by the occupant on 
the premises and not the real-
ty.”  Here’s the important part, 
at least as far as this case is 
concerned: “Business fixture 
includes, but is not limited to, 
machinery, equipment, signs, 
storage bins and tanks, wheth-
er above or below ground ...” 
 It’s quite apparent 
that the legislature has ex-
pressed its intent that a busi-
ness fixture is an item of tan-
gible personal property that is 
permanently attached to the 
land or to a building or struc-
ture, and primarily benefits 
the business conducted on the 
premises.  Furthermore, in es-
tablishing that 1992 law, the 
legislature expressly defined 
the term “business fixture” 
to include storage bins, and 
therefore, storage bins are per-
sonal property not subject to 
real property tax. 
 As it pertains to 
Metamora’s case, there was 
no dispute that the items at 
issue were storage bins.  And 
because the legislature has 
expressly stated that the term 
“business fixture” includes 
storage bins as personal prop-
erty, we affirmed – by a seven-
to-zero vote – the decision of 
the Board of Tax Appeals.

a minimum. Older children 
might embrace the value of 
an emergency fund as a way 
to offset the financial loss of 
a lost bike or smartphone or 
some other personal item. 
For adults, the general rule 
of thumb on emergency 
funds is to have at least three 
to six months of savings on 
hand in case of a lost job or 
expensive repair. The key is 
to talk with the teen about 
the parallel financial risks in 
their lives that might benefit 
from the existence of emer-
gency savings. 
 Focus on things 
more important than… 
things. Parents can use a 
tough financial stretch to 
focus on the positive, such 
as time spent enjoying fam-
ily, friends and pets, which 
doesn’t cost much at all. 
Good health and healthy 
behaviors are essential ele-
ments of correcting prob-
lems, overcoming tough 
times and living a full life. 
In short, use this moment in 
time to help your child put 
money in the proper per-
spective. 
 Bottom line: A 
money crisis can truly test 
the strength of a family. 
Should you find yourself in a 
financial bind, use it to teach 
your kids some very impor-
tant money lessons

James Abraham remembers WW2 in book
 In his book, “Politics, 
Ego & Command Vulnerabil-
ity” (published by AuthorHouse 
UK), Brigadier General James M. 
Abraham shares his experiences 
as a non-commissioned officer 
and later as a second lieutenant 
during World War II. 
 By sharing this first-
hand account, he exposes the un-
necessary devastation and death 
that enveloped Europe during 
this bleak time and the mistakes 
that led to it. A new marketing 
campaign is set to promote Abra-
ham’s book. 
 “Politics, Ego & Com-
mand Vulnerability” is about the 
mistakes and errors that the au-
thor experienced and witnessed in 
Europe during World War II. The 
author has had feelings of sor-
row about the soldiers who died 
needlessly and the possibility that 
the war might have ended sooner. 
The book contains what actually 
happened and what might have 
happened had different decisions 
been made. 
 The book then de-
scribes the aftermath of World 
War II and the Cold War and how 
it might have been different had 
General Patton been allowed to 
fight. An interview with a doctor 
who came here from Yugoslavia 
provides details about how life 
was there. The stories of war 
veterans are also included in this 
book. 
 The author hopes his 

work will help readers learn 
from the experiences of veterans 
such as himself. 
 An excerpt from the 
book reads: Now in the twilight 
of my life, and as I approach 
my final adventure, I hope that 
through this book, I could be the 
voice of those soldiers who were 
killed unnecessarily because of 
“Politics, Ego and Command 
Vulnerability.” 
 “Politics, Ego & Com-
mand Vulnerability,” By Briga-
dier General James M. Abraham, 
Hardcover | 6 x 9in | 348 pages | 
ISBN 9781496998460, Softcov-
er | 6 x 9in | 348 pages | ISBN 

9781496998477, E-Book | 348 
pages | ISBN 9781496998484, 
and Available at Amazon and 
Barnes & Noble. 
 Abraham retired from 
the United States Army in 1982. 
He has previously published two 
books, “A Time of Ignorance 
and Terror” and “Worlds Which 
Might Have Been and Could 
Be.” He enlisted in 1943, landed 
in Normandy as a corporal as-
signed to an intelligence compa-
ny and was later commissioned 
as a second lieutenant. 
 He lives with his wife, 
Irene, in Gahanna and has two 
children.
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 “Battle in the Ballroom 17” will sponsor an ama-
teur boxing show on Saturday, February 27 at 7:00 p.m. 
at 6417 St. Clair, Cleveland. For information, call Bill  
Godhard at 440-785-4900.

72-61loss to OU, Jimmy Hall 
scored 23 points to go with 
13 rebounds. Antonio Camp-
bell scored 28 for OU. In the 
88-61 loss to MAC West-
leading Central, Hall had 24 
points for KSU (6-3 15-7). 
Josh Kozinski led CMU (6-3 
MAC, 13-9) with 17 points 
as the Chippewas hit 60% 
from the field, while Kent 
made just 38.9% of their floor 
shots. 
 Akron beat Ball 
State, 73-64, as Reggie Mc-
Adams scored 15 points. Jer-
emie Tyler scored 18 for BSU 
(5-4 MAC, 14-8).  Akron 
next won their fifth straight 
game, downing OU, 80-68 to 
move all alone into 1st place. 
Campbell led OU (4-5, 13-
8) with 18 points and Isaiah 
Johnson led Akron (7-2, 18-
4) also with 18 points. Noah 
Robotham apparently looked 
like a likely foil to foul by 
Ohio in an effort to catch-
up, but instead, he responded 
with 9 of 10 free throws in 
the last two minutes, as he 
went 11 of 12 from the line 
for the game, while scoring 
14 points for the Zips. 
 Akron and Kent 
State, along with fellow 
MAC school Buffalo (6-3, 
13-9), are currently   rated 
in the top 100 of the RPI. A 

Zips leap to lead at halfway point
By KARL BRYANT

 When Kent State 
lost two in a row while Ak-
ron continued their winning 
ways, the Zips were able 
to leapfrog, or more cor-
rectly, kangaroo-jump over 
them into 1st place in the 
Mid-American Conference 
East at the halfway point of 
the league schedule. Mean-
while, in the Horizon League, 
Youngstown State and Cleve-
land State suffered losses 
over the weekend. 
 Kent State, who’d 
been in 1st place in the MAC 
East, scored 61 points in two 
straight games, but gave up 
72 to Ohio in one, and then 
– much worse - 88 to Central 
Michigan in the other. In the 

head

Boxers compete in Silver Gloves
 As the National Silver Gloves Tournament will be held in 
Independence, Missouri from February 4th through 7th, the Lake 
Erie Association will have a contingent of amateur boxers compe-
teing in the tournament. The boxers competing in the tournamnet 
are: Daben Figaroa, Tyshawn Denson, Kiyan Hayes-Woods, Tyler 
Duncan, Cardiere Davis, Terrell Fain, Barrick Wilson, Abdur Ma-
son, Marcellous Smith, Ar’Shaun Carter and Quincey Harris. The 
boxers advanced from from the recently held Region 2 Regional 
Tournament at the Martin Luther King Civic Center in East Cleve-
land where more than 125 boxers participated in the tournament 
from Ohio, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Kentucky and Michigan.

 Akron women’s soccer junior goalkeeper Annabelle Hegeman 
(Frostburg, Md.) and senior defender Katie George (Middleburgh Heights, Ohio) 
land All-Ohio team selections and four Zips were tabbed as Academic All-Ohio 
selections as announced by the Ohio Collegiate Soccer Association. Hegeman, a 
first year goalie for the Zips, was selected to the women’s soccer first team All-
Ohio. After transferring from Slippery Rock, Hegeman made 20 starts, recording 
85 saves, and posted a .714 save percentage. Her 85 saves in a single-season 
ranks second in program history. George, a captain of the 2015 season and a 
four-year Zip, earned women’s soccer second team All-Ohio honors. George 
started all 75 games in her career with the Zips. Mainly a defender at Akron, 
George made the transition to midfield this past year setting her up to score her 
five career goals.  Hegeman and George were named to the All Mid-American 
Conference second team following the season.

By KARL BRYANT
 
 The Indians held 
Tribefest 2016, their an-
nual Wintertime ‘show 
and tell’ at The Aloft Ho-
tel in the Flats last Sat-
urday since Progressive 
Field is being renovated. 
Because of logistics, they 
squashed it into one day. 
 Squashed is the 
appropriate word as 
3,000 fans (in two ses-
sions), most roster play-
ers, coaches and Tribe 
Alumni, and various 
displays were all jam-
packed into two large 
rooms and a connecting 
hallway. 

 Attendees had 
opportunities to get au-
tographs from, speak to, 
and take photos with cur-
rent players. They also 
participated in question 
and answer interviews, 
saw turn-of-the-Century 
(19th to 20th) baseball 
re-enactors, and played a 
variety of games. 
 T r a n s p l a n t e d 
11-year-old Juanita com-
mented, “I love baseball. 
I used to play back in 
New York and then got 
to play here last summer. 
I saw two Indians games 
and they won both.” She 
said, “Danny Salazar is 
my favorite player and I 

Tribefest whets fans’ appetites

Goalkeepers receive team selection

also like Francisco Lin-
dor. 
 Travis, a nine-
year old fashion critic, 
said, “I like the Indians’ 
red, white, and blue uni-
forms. I wish they wore 
more red, though. Every-
body wears blue. Michael 
Brantley would look re-
ally neat in red.”

at the Nishan Vartabedian 
Spring Invitational. 
 Akron’s roster fea-
tures one senior– Martina 
Zerbola (Neuquen, Argen-
tina), two juniors– Karalina 
Maksimava (Mogliev, Be-
larus) and Shannon Newnes 
(Romford, London), four 
sophomores– Ariadna Blino-
va (Riga, Lativa), Sophia 
Geier (Burgebrach, Germa-
ny), Carli Knezevich (Austin, 
Texas) and Waverly Wituski 
(Springboro, Ohio) along 
with two freshmen– Luisa 
Echeverry (Cali, Columbia) 
and Carla Flores (Coahuila, 
Mexico).

Zips start women tennis
 The University of 
Akron women’s tennis team 
has been tabbed to finish sev-
enth in Mid-American Con-
ference play this spring, the 
league recently announced. 
 The three-time de-
fending champion, Miami 
(Ohio), was selected to cap-
ture the 2016 regular-season 
title and the MAC Tourna-
ment championship. 
 Western Michigan 
was picked second, followed 
by Buffalo. The complete 
poll is listed below. 
 The Zips open the 
spring portion of their sched-
ule in Pittsburg, Pa. on Fri-
day, January 15, at 9 a.m. 

Cavs split on road after beating Spurs
By KARL BRYANT 

 The Cavs stunned 
the Spurs with a relatively 
easy 117-103 last Saturday 
win to finish out the month. 
They then went on the road 
where they were more taxed: 
needing extra time to out-
pace Indiana and then went 
to Charlotte where the Pan-
thers-in-the-Super-Bowl-
hyped crowd cheered on 
their Hornets hoopsters to an 
upset of the Cavs, who are 
the Eastern Conference lead-
ers. 
 Against NBA de-
fensive leader San Antonio, 
the Cavs scored 37 in the 1st 
quarter, 29 in the 2nd quar-
ter, and 26 in the 3rd quarter, 
to surpass the 90.6 PPG the 
Spurs were allowing. The 
final stanza’s 25 points gave 
the Cavs the second-highest 
point total (117) that the 
Spurs had allowed this year. 
The Cavs shot 54.9% from 

the floor, while the Spurs 
were no slouches, making 
49.4%. 
 LeBron James 
scored 29, with Kevin Love 
and Kyrie Irving contribut-
ing 21 each. Kawhi Leonard 
scored 24 to lead San Anto-
nio. Afterward, Cavs Coach 
Tyrron Lue said, “It gives 
us confidence to beat a great 
team like that.” 
 But, there were 
cynics like Jerran, replete in 
Spurs attire next to his friend 
in Cavs garb, who had re-
minded those sitting nearby 
after the game, “Hey, the 
Spurs were without (Tim) 
Duncan. You think Love 
does that kind of job (21 
points, 11 boards) with him 
in there? See what happens 
at full strength.” The Spurs 
were outrebounded, 43-32. 
When both squads were 
healthy in S.A. in mid-Janu-
ary, the Cavs lost by four. 

 Taking to the road, 
Cleveland needed overtime 
to beat the Pacers 111-106. 
It was their first win in six 
years in Indiana and evened 
the Cavs record at 4-4 
against fellow Central Divi-
sion teams, who have given 
the Cavs trouble this sea-
son. All Cleveland starters – 
James, Irving, Love, Tristan 
Thompson, and J.R. Smith – 
played over 41 minutes and 
each scored in double fig-
ures. The Cavs outscored the 
Pacers, 15-10, in OT. Irving 
led the Cavs with 25 points 
and James added 24. All Pac-
ers starters also reached dou-
ble figures, but they shared 
more floor time, with their 
bench outscoring the Cavs’ 
reserves, 27-10. George Hill 
led Indiana with 23 points. 
 The Cavs just came 
off that stinker in Charlotte, 
losing, 106-97. One shock: 
the Cavs were outrebounded 

by a staggering 49-28 mar-
gin, which may have Coach 
Lue reconsider his choice to 
let center Timofey Mozgov 
spend significant time sit-
ting. Another odd stat, the 
Hornets had more turnovers, 
14 to 8, but were outscored 
by just two in points off 
T.O.s. Irving scored 26 and 
James added 25, while Jer-
emy Lin led the Hornets with 
24. 
 Coach Lue and 
James decried the Cavs re-
cent trend of poor play com-
ing out after halftime, with 
James telling the media, 
“Our 3rd quarters are pretty 
awful right now. We’ve got 
to figure that out.” 
 The Cavs return 
Home where they’ll play 
four games before the All-
Star Break. James is the only 
Cavs All-Star, but Lue, and 
any staffers he brings along, 
will be coaches.

league’s RPI ratings are an 
important consideration for 
the NCAA Selection Com-
mittee, come March Madness 
time. 
 In the meantime, 
Youngstown State, still 
without their best player, 
Bobby Hain, got clobbered, 
97-68, by Horizon League-
leading Valparaiso (9-1 HL, 
19-4), which has a great 39 
RPI. Cameron Morse led 
YSU (4-6 HL, 9-14) with 27 
points. Alec Peters led Valpo 
with 18 points. 

Boxing Nostalgia
By JIM AMATO

  Although he end-
ed his career losing almost 
as many bouts as he won. 
One time in the mid-1960’s 
heavyweight James J. Woody 
was considered a fine pros-
pect. 
 He was a southpaw 
from the Bronx who had 
his first professional fight 
in 1964. He reeled off ten 
straight wins against better 
then average competition. 
 He twice defeated 
Lou Hicks and also the giant 
James J. Beattie a couple of 
times. 
 He also won a duet 
from Everett Copeland and 
outscored Tony Doyle. 
 He suffered his first 

James J. Woody had an up and down career
loss to the crafty Johnny Per-
sol in 1966. That began years 
of winning a few and losing a 
few more for Woody. 
 At times he was 
good enough to beat decent 
fighters like Dante Cane, 
Roger Russell and Charlie 
“Emperor” Harris. 
 At other times he 
was overmatched at that 
stage in his career against 
contenders Manuel Ramos, 
Brian London and Big Buster 
Mathis losing to all three. 
 On April 17, 1970, 
he faced the feared Olympian 
George Foreman. The unde-
feated future two time world 
champion was impressive 
bombing out Woody in the 

third round. 
 In his next bout 
Woody faced the highly re-
garded Oscar Bonavena and 
was stopped in five rounds. 
Later that year Bonavena 
would meet the comebacking 
Muhammad Ali in their clas-
sic encounter. 
 Woody would 
bounce back into the win col-
umn with a pair of decision 
victories over the hexed Tony 
Doyle.Those would be his 
last victories. 
 In 1971, Woody 
would prove he was no 
chump as he went the dis-
tance in rugged bouts with 
top contenders Jose Luis Gar-
cia, Ken Norton and in 1972 

to Henry Clark. 
 Although he lost all 
three they were all competi-
tive. Especially the Norton 
fight. 
 He met Norton again 
in 1972 and Kenny halted 
Woody in eight rounds. 
 In 1973 James was 
toppled in two rounds by the 
comebacking Jerry Quarry. 
 In 1974,  Woody 
was halted by Bob Stallings. 
 He returned two 
years later on the Ali-Norton 
III undercard at Yankee Sta-
dium in his hometown the 
Bronx. 
 There he was taken 
out in three rounds by up and 
coming Bernardo Mercado.

  Kyrie Irving splits three defenders in the Cavs 117-103 
win last Saturday over the Spurs. (ESDN Photo by Bill Moore of 
Minority Publishers Assn.)

 Cleveland State (2-8 
HL, 7-16) was nipped in OT, 
72-70, at Illinois-Chicago, 
which gave the Flames their 
first Horizon League win. 
Kenny Carpenter scored 24 
points to lead the Vikings 
and Dikembe Dixson also 
scored 24 points to lead UIC 
(1-9, 3-18). UIC went to the 
Charity Stripe a whopping 
48 times, where they made 
26, while CSU went there 22 
times, where they made 14 
points.

   Budding star Francisco Lindor takes a selfie with fans at 
Tribefest last Saturday at the Aloft Hotel in the Flats. (ESDN Photo 
by Minority Publishers Assn.)
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The perfect small plate for a party
 (NAPSI)—Small 
plates are an ideal way to 
entertain friends—espe-
cially on a Friday night af-
ter a long week. The perfect 
menu does not need to be 
complicated; in fact, make 
it super simple by serv-
ing easy-to-prepare foods 
paired with a variety of 
wines.
 Experiment and 
have fun tasting wines from 
different wine-growing re-
gions. Try Tempranillo from 
Spain, Pinot Grigio from It-
aly, Malbec from Argentina 
and Sauvignon Blanc from 
New Zealand.
 Choose two pretty 
bowls out of the cupboard 
and fill one with nuts that 
have been heated in a dry 
pan and the other with heat-
ed olives fancied up with 
some herbs.
 Be adventurous 
and select a cow’s milk 
cheese, a goat’s milk cheese 
and a sheep’s milk cheese. 
 Arrange them on a 
board and serve with crack-
ers or sliced baguette.
 For a little crunch 
and something healthy, too, 
some cucumber spears, rad-
ishes, and carrot and cel-
ery sticks will do the trick. 
Serve them with a store-
bought hummus or green 
goddess dressing.
 Who doesn’t like a 
little savory and sweet? Try 
wrapping prosciutto around 
melon, figs or dates stuffed 
with blue cheese.
 For the pièce de ré-
sistance, you can make this:
 Baked Polenta 
with Ripe Olive Peperonata
 Prep Time: 15 min-
utes

 Cook Time: 25 min-
utes
 Ingredients You 
Need:
 3 tablespoons olive 
oil, divided
 2 cups diced red on-
ion
 4 cups seeded, diced 
plum tomatoes
 ¼ cup red wine vin-
egar
 1 cup halved Lind-
say® Ripe Pitted Olives
 2 cups diced Lind-
say® Red Roasted Peppers or 
Lindsay® Sweet Cherry Pep-
pers or Lindsay® Sliced Sweet 
Banana Peppers
 1 cup chopped fresh 
basil
 1 (16-oz.) tube pre-
pared polenta, cut into 16 slic-
es
  Heat oven to 475° F.
 Heat 2 tablespoons of 
the oil in heavy saucepan. Add 
red onion and cook over medi-
um-high heat for 3 minutes.
 Add tomatoes and 
vinegar. Reduce heat; sauté 5 
minutes.
 Add olives, peppers 
and basil; sauté 5 minutes.
 Season to taste with 
salt and pepper if desired. 
Keep warm.
 Meanwhile, brush re-
maining 1 tablespoon oil over 
both sides of polenta rounds. 
Place on a large baking sheet 
coated with cooking spray.
 Bake until golden 
brown, about 6 or 7 minutes 
per side.
 Arrange polenta slic-
es on plates and portion olive 
mixture on top.
 Serve and enjoy! For 
more tasty recipes, please visit 
www.ilovelindsay.com.

Richard Pryor's 'Bustin Loose' is sensitive and touching
By C.M. APPLING

 Richard Pryor is a 
comic deity whose life and 
career truly epitomizes the es-
sence of triumph and tragedy.  
 Voted #1 on the Com-
edy Central network as most 
favorite stand-up comedian, 
his routine consisted of obser-
vational vignettes about racism 
that also included profanity and 
his iconic use of the controver-
sial ‘N-word’.  (This was de-
cades before Def Comedy Jam 
where black comedians freely 
cursed and talked about sex). 
 Triumphantly, he ob-
tained both Grammy and Emmy 
awards for his concert albums 
and stand-up appearances.  
 He guest-starred with 
Caucasian Lily Tomlin on her 
TV specials.  And, he made over 
3 dozen films.  He is best known 
for appearing with Diana Ross 
in the Billie Holiday biography 
Lady Sings the Blues (1972).  
Blond, blue-eyed, white comic 

partner Gene Wilder starred 
with him in 3 films (Silver 
Streak, 1976, Stir Crazy, 1980, 
and See No Evil, Hear No Evil, 
1989).  And, cinematic history 
was made when Pryor appeared 
with legendary, comic ‘father’ 
Redd Foxx and comic ‘son’ Ed-
die Murphy, in Harlem Nights 
(1989).
 However, his most 
tragically-remembered life 
event came during the sum-
mer of 1980.Pryor admitted to 
freebasing cocaine and, while 
in a drug-induced state, tried to 
commit suicide by setting him-
self on fire.  
 Having survived the 
incident, he was filming a movie 
that was more ‘family-friendly’ 
than most of his other, motion-
picture fare.  It was called Bus-
tin’ Loose (1981).
 In Philadelphia, PA., 
African-American ex-con Joe 
Braxton (Pryor) violates his pa-
role and is caught after 
trying to boost a truck load of 
TV sets from a factory.  
 Meanwhile, darkly-
beautiful, stately and graceful, 
black school teacher Vivian 
Perry (Cicely Tyson) informs 
her boyfriend Donald 
Kinsey (Robert Christian) that 
since the Claremont Children’s 
Home has closed and relocated 
its charges, that she is going to 
take 8, special needs students to 
her aunt’s farm in rural, Seattle, 
Washington.  She tells him she 
wants to use an old school bus 
for the trip.
 In court, Joe tricks 
the judge into extending his 
parole instead of sending him 
to prison.  As his parole officer, 
Donald blackmails Joe into fix-
ing the old bus and forces him 
to drive Vivian and her kids 
across the country in 15 days.
 On the day they leave, 
Joe meets the 8 kids: Samantha 
(Kia Cooper) a chubby black 
girl with a big teddy bear; Linda 
(Tami Luchow) a little white 
girl; Harold (Jimmy Hughes) a 
blind white boy who wants 
to drive; Ernesto (Edwin de 
Leon) a Puerto-Rican boy; An-
thony (Edwin Kinter) a pyro-
maniac boy; Martin (Alphonso 
Alexander) a tough black boy; 
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Julio (Angel Ramirez) another 
Latin boy who wants to go fish-
ing;  and Annie (Janet Wong) a 
Vietnamese, former child pros-
titute who likes to draw. 
 The first night after 
driving, at a motel, Vivian must 
retrieve Martin, Harold and Ju-
lio when they decide to go to a 
local hangout, while Joe watch-
es the rest of the motley brood.  
The next night, Joe apologizes 
to Vivian when he reacts to An-
thony’s igniting some nearby 
hay in a field before the dis-
turbed boy cries about someone 
‘burning’.  
 The night after that, 
during a heavy rainstorm, the 
bus gets stuck in the mud.  When 
Joe and Vivian are unsuccessful 
in getting the bus to move, he 
starts to walk to find assistance.  
While he travels, he accidently 
walks into a parade of Ku Klux 
Klansmen.  
 The white-sheeted 
racists follow Joe back to the 
bus.  But, before they can do 
anything against the children, 
Joe tells them that the students 
are ALL blind.  
 So, taking pity on the 
‘visually-impaired’ passengers, 
the Klan helps push the 
bus out of the mire and back on 
the road (but not before getting 
their white robes muddy).
 One day, as they pass 
a lake, Julio (the boy who begs 
Joe to take him fishing), coerces 
the kind-hearted bus driver into 
stopping and showing all the 
kids how to catch a fish.  
 Falling into the water 
and tricking Vivian into ‘rescu-
ing’ him, Joe causes laughter 
and establishes closeness as 
they begin to bond.  Later, An-
nie makes an inappropriate ad-
vance to Joe and he chastises 
her.
 But, attempting to al-
leviate her sorrow and embar-
rassment, he consoles her by 
complimenting her art sketches 
while Vivian secretly watches.  
Donald appears and tells Vivian 
that he knows she falsified the 
kids’ records.  
 Ordering her to return 
to Philly, sightless Harold steals 
the bus to drive away.  When 
they catch him, the children 

plead not to go back.  But, Mar-
tin exchanges wallets between 
Joe and Donald so that later 
Donald is pulled over by the po-
lice.
 Finally reaching her 
aunt’s home in Seattle, the kids 
are elated and joyous by the 
pigs, chickens, cows and horses 
that abound in the country envi-
ronment.  
 In a private moment, 
Joe sensitively talks to Anthony 
and learns that the boy killed his 
parents by accidently setting the
house on fire.  Ernesto eaves-
drops on Joe and Vivian and 
learns that without a $15,000 
loan, she will lose the farm 
property.  Ernesto tells the other 
kids, but Joe promises to them 
that he’ll find a way to let them 
stay.
 Standing outside 
the bank, Joe sees a posted 
sign advertising a ‘trapezoid 
approach’meeting for a business 
investment scheme.  Dressed as 
a black cowboy with a country 
accent, Joe manages to steal and 
escape wi
 th the phony inves-
tors’ money.  After Joe and Viv-
ian hold the criminals at bay, 
Vivian distracts them by  burn-
ing some of the funds.  
 The children manage 
to guilt the town mayor (and 
bank president) Mr. Schuyler 
(Fred Carney) into giving Viv-
ian the loan.  And, when Donald 
returns again to take Joe away, 
the kids once more influence 
and change his decision to let 
Joe stay with them.
 Bustin’ Loose is one 
of Richard Pryor’s more sensi-
tive and touching portrayals.  
During his lifetime, he sired 6 
children, including daughter 
Rain Pryor who starred as a 
smart ‘homegirl’on the sitcom 
Head of the Class (about a di-
verse group of academically-
gifted, high school students).  
 Also, black filmmaker 
Lee Daniels (Lee Daniels’ The 
Butler) and producer Oprah 
Winfrey are making a biopic 
about Pryor’s life.  
 It will star comedian/
actor Mike Epps (Welcome 
Home Roscoe Jenkins; Jumping 
the Broom).

'Medea On The Run' tour comes to State Theatre 
By PAT WHITE

 Tyler Perry’s 'Ma-
dea On The Run' comes 
to the State Theatre on 
Friday, April 15 at 8:00 
p.m. and Saturdaay, April 
16 at 4:00 p.m. and 8:00 
p.m. and tickets are on sale  
from $48.75 to $78.75 and 
can be purchased by call-
ing 216-241-6000 or 866-
546-1353. 
 Perry will star in 
his original stage play 'Ma-
dea On The Run.' 
 Perry will be star-
ring in these performances 
as Madea and Madea is 
outrageously funny.
 In trouble with lo-

cal authorities, Mabel Sim-
mons, notoriously known as 
Madea, is on the run from the 
law. 
 With no place to 
turn, she volunteers to move 
in with her friend Bam who 
is recovering from hip re-
placement surgery. 
 Bam is so grateful 
that her faithful friend Ma-
bel is putting her life on hold 
in order to nurse her back to 
health. 
 Unknown to Bam 
however, Madea is only us-
ing the concerned friend gag 
as a way to hide out from the 
police. But as they say, all 
things work together for the 
good of those who love the 

Lord and are called accord-
ing to his purpose. 
 Madea’s presence 

at Bam’s house is just what 
the doctor ordered. 
 Bam’s family is 
in desperate need of some 
home improvement, and it 
is the only kind of family 
makeover that Madea could 
deliver.
 Perry stars as Ma-
dea along with  Cassi Davis 
as Aunt Bam. 'Madea On 
The Run' delivers a couple 
hours of pure joy and laugh-

ter. 
 With brand new 
music written by Perry, the 
show delivers a finger snap-
ping and inspirational eve-
ning of theater. 
 Madea’s life les-
sons on friendship, mar-
riage, personal reflection 
and overcoming,  will leave 
audiences with some great 
food for the soul.  

Madea

Just
Jazz

By NANCY ANN LEE

 If you would 
like to be a Beauty of The 
Week, send photo, phone 
number and information 
to EAST SIDE DAILY 
NEWS or call (216) 721-
1674.

 

 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  









 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 













Beauty of the Week: is 
wonderful looking Dee-
Jones. Jones, who is a 
world-wide recognized 
model, was featured in the 
Bronze Beauty Calender. 
(ESDN Photo by Howard 
Moorehead)

 Pianist-composer 
Herbie Hancock was born 
in 1940 in Chicago. Early 
music studies led him to play 
Mozart's Piano Concerto in 
D major with the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra by age 
11. But Hancock preferred 
jazz and formed a high school 
ensemble.
 By 1960, he was per-
forming in Chicago jazz clubs
with Coleman Hawkins and 
Donald Byrd. Hancock joined
Byrd's group and moved to 
New York.
 Following his first 
recording session with Byrd, 
he was signed by Blue Note 
and made his recording debut
with Takin Off in May 1962,
gaining notice with his origi-
nal tune, "Watermelon Man."
 Hancock joined the 
Miles Davis quintet in 1963 
and remained for five years, 
creating tunes that have be-
come standards.
 Leading his own 
sextet from 1971-73, Han-
cock melded elements of jazz, 
rock, with African and Indian 
themes by using electronic 
devices and instruments.
 After his Headhunt-
ers album, Hancock produced
more commercialized music 
throughout the 1970s, occa-
sionally returned to jazz with
his V.S.O.P. band and piano 
duos with Chick Corea. By the 
1980s, Hancock was creating
fascinating music using com-
plex innovative electronic 
technology.
 Hancock recently 
released his first acoustic 
recording in many years, The 
New Standard, where he and
his veteran sidemen rein-
vent nine time-honored tunes, 
sometimes backed by a studio
orchestra.

Herbie Hancock



Chris' Cinema Trivia &
Movie Match Up

  

By CHRIS APPLING

TRIVIA - (Black Leading Men)

 1. In the comedy 
'Like Mike' (2002), teen 
rapper Bow Wow stars as 
an orphan who finds a pair 
of old
sneakers he believes once 
belonged to Michael Jordan 
and then becomes a NBA 
superstar, but who is the 
darkskinned, romantic ac-
tor who
plays the lead player of the 
losing team Bow Wow's 
character joins?
 2. Rapper/actor 
Busta Rhymes made his 
film debut as a supporting 
character in director John 
Singleton's 'Higher Learn-
ing' (1995), as well as Sin-
gleton's 2000 remake of the 
classic, Shaft, but in what 
horror film does Rhymes 
star opposite model/actress 
Tyra Banks against the un-
stoppable, psychotic, mon-
ster/ serial killer Michael
Myers?
 3. In 'XXX' (2002),
light-skinned, action star 
Vin Diesel is an "extreme" 
thrill-seeker named Xander 
Cage who is recruited to 
become a secret agent by 
the government under the 

codename of "XXX," but 
who is the modern, black, 
acting legend who stars 
as Cage's boss, "Augustus 
Gibbons," in the film?
 4. In what film 
drama does Wesley Snipes 
and Ving Rhames star as 
rival prison inmates who 
ultimately face-off against 
each other in the secret, 
"underground" world of 
correctional facility boxing 
matches?
 5. In director Tim 
Story's ensemble comedy 
Barbershop (2002), rapper/ 
actor Ice Cube stars with 
Eve
and Sean Patrick Thomas 
as employees of Ice Cube's 
character's late father's 
business, but who portrays 
the shop's hilarious, elder 
barber
who offers his wit and wis-
dom of age to the younger 
barbers?

ANSWERS: 1. Morris 
Chestnut 2. 'Halloween: 
Resurrection' (2002) 3. 
Samuel
L. Jackson 4. 'Undisputed' 
(2002) 5. Cedric The En-
tertainer

MOVIE MATCH-UP - (The Brothers)

ACTORS/DIRECTORS:
1. Bill Bellamy
2. Morris Chestnut
3. Gary Hardwick
4. D.L. Hughley
5. Shemar Moore
CHARACTERS:
a) directed the movie

b) dates white, karate instructor
c) has sexually timid wife
d) player who gets engaged
e) has nightmares about
commitment

ANSWERS:   1, b; 2, e; 3,
a;4, c; 5, d 

Katt Williams comes to the Wolstein Center
 The veteran come-
dian, actor and renowned 
urban public official is 
proud to announce that 
he will embark on a near 
100-city tour; Conspiracy 
Theory. Katt Williams will 
come to Cleveland at the 
Wolstein Center on March 
26th at 8:oo p.m.
 Tickets for “Con-
spiracy Theory” are avail-
able now at the Wolstein 
Center Box Office, by 
phone using 1-844-407-
2279, or online at www.
wolsteincenter.com. 
 Much to the suc-
cess and many sold out 
dates of the first leg of the 
Conspiracy Theory tour, 
Williams takes to the road 
again, for a second time af-

ter a half-year hiatus. 
 Since remerging, 
Williams has taken to social 
media on the topics that have 
shaped the current political 
climate (Ferguson, Kim Da-
vis, Subway’s Jared, Trump) 
and thus rerouted every 
American’s dinner conversa-

tion, Williams shies away 
from no debate fodder in 
Conspiracy Theory, which 
has already begun to show 
early signs of sold out ven-
ues.
 In his first interview 
in a year, Williams describes 
the tour as a “collection of 
forbidden topics that we 
can’t seem to get answered.” 
“Part of my guarantee in my 
ticket price is that [I’m] go-
ing to be talking about what 
we are talking about now,” 
he said. “This is the open 
discussion that we’ve had 
since 2003. This is what it’s 
about.”
 Having positively 
evolved during his public 
hiatus, Williams returns 
to the stage reborn, saying 

Conspiracy Theory will “go 
down as one of my finest 
works.”
 Williams is a pro-
fessional stand-up comedi-
an and vanguard in an elite 
category of touring comics 
that include Chapelle and 
Lawrence, 
 Williams, who 
hails from Cincinnati, is an 
American stand-up come-
dian, actor, rapper and so-
cial activist. 
 The over-the-top, 
often polarizing poster fig-
ure for hard truth and funny 
remains in-demand glob-
ally, almost 20 years and 
thousands of performances 
later. 
 With ratings gold 
HBO Specials (“The Pimp 

Chronicles Pt. 1,” “It’s 
Pimpin’ Pimpin’,” “Kattpa-
calypse,” “Priceless: After-
life,” “Katt Williams Live,” 
“American Hustle”), Wil-
liams remains in the Top 
100 tours in the country as 
he embarks on his national 
Conspiracy Theory tour, 
while adding to his list of 
on-screen achievements 
(“Friday After Next,” “Wild 
‘n Out,” “NYPD Blue,” “My 
Wife and Kids” and the up-
coming Ed Helms/ Owen 
Wilson comedy “Bas-
tards”).  
 To keep up with 
Williams, follow him on 
Twitter @kattpackallday 
or visit: www.kattwilliams.
com.

Williams
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 BPACF is now 
accepting nominations for 
the 2016 Black Profession-
al of the Year (BPOY). 
 The organization, 
founded in 1985, will cele-
brate Black History Month 
by seeking BPOY nomina-
tions, revisiting past hon-
orees and sharing personal 
stories from their recent 
scholarship recipients. 
 “The BPOY 
award is a source of great 
pride and respect amongst 
African Americans in 
Northeast Ohio. We are 
encouraging community 
members from all walks of 
life to submit nominations 
and to learn more about 
BPACF by following us 
on social media as we re-
visit our past honorees this 
month,” said Marcella J. 
Brown, BPACF executive 
director. 
 Past honorees 
have included Congress-
woman Stephanie Tubbs-
Jones, Margot James Co-
peland, Rev. Dr. Otis Moss, 
Jr., Dr. Barbara Byrd Ben-
nett, Dr. R.A. Vernon, Leon 
Bibb and Dr. Charles S. 
Modlin. 
 “Our past hon-
orees are a distinguished 
group of professionals who 
we can all look to for in-
spiration, mentorship and 
leadership. They give us 
all something to aspire to, 
in hopes of leading with 
a commitment to excel-
lence,” said Ronald V. 
Johnson, Jr., BPACF presi-
dent. 
 This year’s recip-
ient will receive the award 
at the 36th Anniversary 
Scholarship and Awards 
Gala & BPOY Salute on 
Saturday, November 5 
at Executive Caterers at 

Landerhaven (6111 Lan-
derhaven Drive, Mayfield 
Heights, OH). 
 Corporate spon-
sorships, tables and indi-
vidual ticket sales will be-
gin April 1. 
 To support the 
event, visit www.BPACF.
org, or call 216.229.7110. 
 A portion of 
all BPACF event sales is 
contributed to the BPACF 
Scholarship Program. 
 To submit a nom-
ination, visit www.BPACF.
org/form.pdf, or call the of-
fice at 216.229.7110. The 
nomination deadline is Fri-
day, February 19th. 

Nominations for B.P.O.Y.

Jeffrey L. Bowman to speak at Tri-C

Drivers urged to make a plan to avoid getting a DUI

Bowman

Name

Arrested? Injured?
Remember, First, 

That What You Say
Will Be Used Against You! 

Then Call Me For Discussion

(216) 429-9493
Email:  attyjimgay@aol.com

 Super Bowl 
Sunday is an annual 
tradition for family 
and friends, with an 
emphasis on house 
parties and restau-
rant gatherings that 
contribute to a re-
laxed atmosphere and 
more opportunities to 
drink alcohol.  With 
the Super Bowl tak-
ing place on Sun., 
February 7, AAA 
East Central urges 
partygoers and party 

hosts to plan ahead to 
keep themselves and 
their guests’ safe this 
weekend. 
 “Super Bowl 
Sunday can be a day 
for one of the most 
exciting sporting 
events in the country, 
but unfortunately, it 
can also be one of the 
most dangerous days 
on our roadways,” 
said Theresa Podgus-
ki, AAA East Central 
Legislative Affairs 

By KARL BRYANT 

 The 40-year 
old musical “Annie” still 
charmed patrons at Play-
house Square after all 
these years and numerous 
performances. Although 
the show itself is long of 
tooth, the Depression-era 
setting still shows how 
bad things could be and 
that no matter what the 
odds, there’s hope for the 
future. 
 Heidi Gray, 
who is 11 years old, in 
the title role was very ef-
fective. But, a shout out 
must also go to the other 
youngsters, who played 
Annie’s fellow orphans at 
Miss Hannigan’s orphan-
age. They are marvelous. 
They sang up a storm. 

‘Annie’ still charms fans
They act and dance at a 
level well beyond their 
years. They (and Annie) 
are the real stars of the 
show. 
 Then there is 
the non-stage story of the 
epic rise of Gilgamesh. 
Oliver Warbucks was 
played by Gilgamesh 
Taggett in local Cleve-
land theater produc-
tions of “Annie.” Now, 
lo and behold, there he 
is on stage on a national 
tour, non-Equity not-
withstanding, playing 
the same character. He’s 
boisterous, yet jolly, 
matter-of-fact, yet fun-
loving, and believably 
falls in love with Annie. 
 Another epic 
name, Beowulf Borritt, is 
the scenic designer. The 
sets were nice; the props 
were appropriate; there 
were proper archival 
NYC photos. But, there 
was the delicious name: 
Beowulf. 
 The cutesy-poo 
assistant to Warbucks, 
Grace, had a strong busi-
nesswoman’s feel, but 
one could tell that there 

was that tender softness 
inside. She was played 
with enough “aw shucks” 
mannerisms by Chloe 
Tiso, so that everyone 
was rooting for them to 
get together (which they 
do), at the end. 
 Lynn Andrews 
is suitably mean as the 
orphanage manager and 
surely, more than one at-
tendee wished that Macy, 
who played Sandy, An-
nie’s dog, would take a 
bite out of her. Rooster, 
her gangly brother, and 
Lilly, his moll, just have 
the look and feel of con 
artists in the hands of 
Garrett Deagon and Lucy 
Werner, respectively. Of 
course, they all get their 
comeuppance at the end 
when they gets caught in 
the scheme to get War-
bucks reward money for 
Annie’s real parents, who 
unfortunately, are already 
deceased. 
 The show reso-
nates with the idea that 
there’s always the hope 
that “Tomorrow” will 
bring a better day, no 
matter what the era.

Valentine’s Day
Sunday, February 14

www.orbansflowers.com

216-721-1500
11520 Buckeye Road

Cleveland, Ohio

  (ESDN photo by Terry Gallagher)

FATHER’S DREAM APPLIANCES

Sales - Service - Parts
Open Mon.- Sat. 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Washers - Dryers - Refrigerators
Ranges - Freezers 

3319 E. 93rd Street
Cleveland, Ohio 44104

(216) 441-1466

9520 Woodland Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44104

(216) 421-1570

TWO LOCATIONS: 

“We Deliver Anywhere In Cuyahoga County”
“MAKE US FEEL GOOD, Tell us You Saw Our

Ad In EAST SIDE DAILY NEWS!”

County Vouchers Accepted

Visit Our Website: www.fdappliances.com

Show Room & Outlet Store

James A. Gay 
Attorney At Law

Director. “Both driv-
ers and passengers 
should understand the 
risks from drunk and 
drugged driving and 
take steps to prevent 
it.” 
 AAA en-
courages partygoers 
reduce their risk of 
being involved in a 
motor vehicle crash 
by doing some ad-
vanced planning.  If 
you plan to drink, 
plan not to drive by 

having a designated, 
non-drinking driver, 
alternate transporta-
tion or plans for an 
overnight stay wher-
ever you watch the 
big game.  Party hosts 
are reminded to con-
sider designated driv-
ers when stocking up 
for parties. 
 Regardless of 
who wins on the field, 
everyone wins on the 
roads by not drinking 
and driving: 
 Make plans 
to get home safely.  
If intending to con-
sume alcohol, select 
a designated, non-
drinking driver or 
ensure a cab service, 
ride-sharing service 
or public transporta-
tion is available from 
the party location. 
 Consider an 
overnight stay.  If at-
tending a party at a 

friend’s home, con-
sider asking to stay 
overnight.  If partici-
pating in festivities in 
a downtown or com-
mercial area, look 
into hotel accommo-
dations within walk-
ing distance. 
 Have safe 
transportation options 
ready.  If hosting a 
party with alcohol, 
compile a list of phone 
numbers including lo-
cal cab companies to 
have readily available 
should guests need a 
safe way home. 
 Take care of 
designated drivers 
and offer alternatives 
to alcohol.  Plan to 
have non-alcoholic 
drink options avail-
able for designated 
drivers and others. 
Serve plenty of food 
so partygoers do not 
drink on empty stom-

achs. 
 Driving is a 
privilege that many 
Americans enjoy. 
Consuming alcohol-

Malpaso to perform at Ohio Theatre
 Based in Ha-
vana, Cuba, Mal-
paso Dance Com-
pany brings Cuban 
contemporary dance 
into the 21st century 
and into the spot-
light. 
 Malpaso has 
collaborated with 
top international 
c h o r e o g r a p h e r s 
while also nurturing 
new voices in Cu-
ban choreography. 
 The com-
pany will provide a 
unique presentation, 
bringing Cuban 
modern dance to 
Cleveland for a fun 

and energetic per-
formance with live 
music from Gram-
my -winning Arturo 
O’Farrill Afro Latin 
Jazz Ensemble. 
 Malpaso will 
perform on Satur-
day, February 27 at 
8 p.m. at the Ohio 
Theatre and for 
special discounts 
for groups of five 
or more by calling 
DANCECleveland 
at 216-991-9000 
and savings on all 
handling fees or call 
216-241-6000 for 
individual tickets.

 Based in Havana, Cuba, Malpaso Dance Com-
pany brings Cuban contemporary dance into the 21st 
century and into the spotlight. Malpaso will perform on 
Saturday, February 27 at 8 p.m. at the Ohio Theatre. Mal-
paso Dance Company will provide a unique presentation, 
bringing Cuban modern dance to Cleveland for a fun and 
energetic performance with live music.

ic beverages is also 
something that many 
adults take part in. 
However, these two 
activities do not go 

together and should 
never be combined. If 
you are driving, don’t 
drink. And if you’re 
drinking, don’t drive.

 Cuyahoga Commu-
nity College’s Black History Month 
will feature Jeffrey L. Bowman as a 
speaker on Wednesday, February 10 
from 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the 
Metropolitan Campus in room MCC-
10. 
 Bowman is a seniorpart-
ner and managing director at Oglivy 
& Mather, one of the largest advertis-
ing and communications agencies in 
the world. 
 As the author of The 
Cross-Cultural Report and the Brand 

Cross-Cultural Index. He is the indus-
try’s most recognized thought leader 
and practitioner on the Total Market, 
a new industry catergory that chal-
lenges the antiquated approach to 
marketing and advertising developed 
in the 1950s and ‘60s. 
 Bowman’s pioneering 
work has been covered in The New 
York Times, Advertising Age and The 
Economist. 
 For information on 
Bowman’s appearance, call 216-987-
4963.


