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disruptions in supply, or swings in 
the price of crude oil, retail averages 
are expected to continue to fall lead-
ing into 2016.
 Oversupply and a 
strengthening U.S. dollar continue 
to impact global oil markets, keep-
ing downward pressure on the price 
of crude oil. 
 Geopolitical tensions be-
tween Russia and Turkey have yet 
to lead to any sustained increases 
in prices, and early reports indicate 
that tensions between the two coun-
tries will have little impact on pro-
duction in the Middle East. OPEC is 
scheduled to meet this Friday, and 
analysts expect that the cartel is un-
likely to reduce production despite 
the relatively low price of crude oil.
 Domestic crude oil inven-
tories remain elevated compared to 
previous years, and talks are now 
shifting toward the potential im-
pacts of a surplus in gasoline in-
ventories. West Texas Intermediate 
opened this week’s formal trading 
posting gains after closing out Fri-
day’s formal trading session on the 
NYMEX down $1.33, settling at 
$41.71 per barrels.
	 Motorists	can	find	current	
gas prices along their route with the 
free AAA Mobile app for iPhone, 
iPad and Android. 

 Northeast Ohio gas prices 
are 22 cents lower, according to 
AAA East Central’s Fuel Gauge re-
port. The national average is $2.04.
 Drivers this year paid the 
lowest gas prices for Thanksgiving 
since 2008, and the national aver-
age has now fallen for 24 straight 
days. Today’s average price of 
$2.04 per gallon is within frac-
tions of a penny of the multi-year 
low reached this January, and the 
national average remains poised to 
fall below the $2 per gallon bench-
mark by Christmas.
 Gas prices are down three 
cents per gallon for the week, 14 
cents over the last month and 74 
cents compared to a year ago.
 The national average has 
dropped for 24 of the past 30 days, 
largely due to the resolution of un-
planned	and	planned	refinery	main-
tenance. The latest data from the 
U.S. Energy Information Admin-
istration	 points	 to	 rising	 refinery	
runs and output reaching its highest 
rates since September. 
 Demand for gasoline 
typically declines during the win-
ter months and the gasoline market 
may become even more oversup-
plied in the near term, which should 
keep gas prices relatively low. 
 Barring any unanticipated 
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Loehmann and Garmback invoke 5th Amendment before grand jury in Tamir Rice case

Kid’s CornerKid’s Corner

	 Cleveland	police	officers	
Timothy Loehmann and Frank 
Garmback,	the	two	police	officers	
involved in last year’s fatal shoot-
ing of Tamir Rice,  invoked their 
Fifth Amendment right to remain 
silent and answered no questions 
before the grand jury, according to 
Cleveland Police Patrolmen’s As-
sociation President Steve Loomis.
 Subodh Chandra, an at-
torney representing the Rice fam-
ily in a wrongful death lawsuit 
against	 the	 officers	 and	 the	 city,	
claimed	 that	 the	 officers	were	 al-
lowed to submit “unsworn state-
ments” instead of testifying before 
the grand jury.
 Loehmann and Garm-
back read statements that they had 
made about the case on Noveme-
ber 30, 2015 almost a year to the 

date of the November 22, 2014 
shooting of Tamir Rice outside of 
the Cudell Recreation Center.
 Tamir had an airsoft pel-
let	gun.	But	the	officers	were	told	a	
911 caller had reported a “guy with 
a gun” was scaring people in a park 

 Ohio hunters are headed to the woods this week 
for	white-tailed	deer	season,	but	a	new	report	finds	the	an-
nual event could become a fading tradition with the threat 
of climate change. Warming temperatures are stressing 
both big and small game animals, according to the Na-
tional	Wildlife	Federation.	Specifically,	said	Frank	Szol-
losi, the group’s regional campaign manager, longer and 
warmer summers are expanding the range of ticks and 
midges that bring hemorrhagic disease, which can make 
deer more vulnerable to disease and death.

 Rising temperatures threaten deer hunting

outside the West Side recreation cen-
ter.
 In their statements, which 
were made public Tuesday, the of-
ficers	 reported	 that	 as	 they	 pulled	
up to Tamir in their cruiser, the boy 
reached into his waistband and start-

ed to pull out what they thought 
was a real gun. Loehmann then 
shot Tamir.
	 The	 officers	 prepared	
the statements, each about two 
typewritten pages in length, af-
ter Cuyahoga County Prosecu-
tor	Timothy	J.	McGinty’s	office	
subpoenaed them to appear be-
fore the grand jury.
 By appearing before 
the grand jury and providing 
statements,	 the	 officers	 techni-
cally gave up their Fifth Amend-
ment right not to be compelled 
to testify against themselves, ac-
cording to criminal defense law-
yer Ian Friedman.
 Friedman called the 
officers’	move	“dangerous.”	He	
said it would be more common 
for	 a	 police	 officer	 or	 detective	

 Cuyahoga County will 
not	 participate	 in	 a	 tax	 certifi-
cate sale for 2015.    The county 
Treasurer was in negotiations 
with Woods Cove III, LLC for 
the	 potential	 sale	 of	 tax	 certifi-
cates, commonly known as liens, 
but after months of negotiation, 
the county and Woods Cove III, 
LLC were not able to agree on 
the sale terms for a portfolio of 
properties in 33 communities 
across	the	county.		Tax	certificate	
sales may occur after a property 
owner fails to pay taxes for more 
than one year. 
	 Cuyahoga	 County	 first	
sold delinquent tax liens to pri-
vate purchasers in 1999 and the 

practice has recouped more than 
$188 million.  The county began 
working with Woods Cove III, 
LLC in September 2013 and is 
under contract through March 8, 
2016. 
 “Though there will not 
be	a	 tax	 certificate	 sale	 in	2015,	
we	 maintain	 that	 tax	 certificate	
sales are an important compo-
nent of the tax collection pro-
cess and we’ll solicit bidders 
for a purchase in early 2016.” 
said Cuyahoga County Treasurer 
Chris Murray. 
 To prevent delinquen-
cies and foreclosures the county 
will enhance outreach efforts to 
inform	citizens	that	 they	may	be	

Cuyahoga County cancels tax certificate sale for 2015
eligible	for	a	modified	tax	payment	
contract that will allow them to pay 
delinquencies over time. 
 The county will promote 
its services including payment 
options available online, by tele-
phone, in person, at Key Bank 
branches, at auto title branches and 
at the County Administration build-
ing. 
 In 2016, the treasurer will 
establish a tax delinquency re-
sponse unit to work directly with 
municipalities,	 non-profits	 and	 the	
county prosecutor to identify at-

risk parcels and work with the 
owner to develop a payment 
plan. 
 Cuyahoga County is 
required by state law to pursue 
the collection of real property 
taxes and is committed to its 
statutory duties. Cuyahoga 
County residents paid their tax 
bill plus 18% to redeem.Almost 
5,000 cases involving Woods 
Cove I, LLC Woods Cove II, 
LLC, and Woods Cove III, 
LLC and residents are on the 
court docket.

Garvin

 Evelyn Rose Garvin, 1-years-
old, is the daughter of Anthony and Caro-
line. Evelyn Rose has a hearty appetite 
and she enjoys fruits and vegetables. 
She is musically inclined and she enjoys 
musical toys. She lives in San Diego and 
she just started school. Her grandmother 
is Carolyn Garvin of Shaker Heights.

 While the holidays are generally a time of 
great	 joy,	 celebrating	 the	 season	 can	 be	 difficult	 for	
the victims and survivors of drunken-driving crashes. 
Today, Mothers Against Drunk Driving Ohio is honor-
ing lives lost by impaired driving with a National Day 
of Remembrance and a candlelight vigil. Doug Scoles, 
executive director with MADD in Ohio, says about 
300 people are killed in Ohio, and more than 6,000 are 
injured each year in alcohol-related car crashes.

 MADD honors drunk-driving victims

 Rev. Darrell Scott, se-
nior pastor of the New Spirit Re-
vival Center in Cleveland Heights, 
helped	organize	a	meeting	on	Mon-
day at Trump Tower in New York 
for Republican presidential hope-
ful Donald Trump with other black 
ministers.
 Trump’s campaign ini-
tially said a group of 100 pastors 
would endorse him at a news con-
ference after the private gathering.
 In an interview with the 
New York Times, Scott cited a 
“miscommunication on my part, 
which led some folks to believe 
there would be a unilateral en-
dorsement.”
 Trump has suggested that 
a Black Lives Matter activist de-
served the rough treatment he re-
ceived at a Trump rally this month. 
Trump suspects that the pastors 
group had planned to endorse him 
but balked after pressure from the 
civil rights advocacy group.

“Probably some of the Black 
Lives Matter folks called them up 
and said, ‘Oh, you shouldn’t be 
meeting with Trump, because he 
believes all lives matter,’” the bil-
lionaire said when calling in Mon-
day to MSNBC’s “Morning Joe” 
program.
 “I believe black lives do 
matter, but I believe all lives mat-
ter, very strongly,” Trump said. 
 Scott appeared on CNN 
as a Trump supporter earlier this 
month and has sung Trump’s prais-
es to the Times.
 Scott began his church in 
1994 with only four parishioners.

 The New Spirit Revival 
Center grew out of Thursday night 
Bible	studies	and	within	five	years	
had 500 members. The nonde-
nominational church has put about 
$1.5 million into repairs, technol-
ogy and sweeping renovations at 
The Civic, a Cleveland Heights 
landmark that New Spirit had pur-
chased, according to Scott.
 Over the years, a number 
of	area	pastors	have	been	influen-
tial on the political scene, among 
them the Revs. E.T. Caviness, 
Marvin McMickle and Otis Moss 
Jr.	Lately,	the	Revs.	Jawanza	Col-
vin and R.A. Vernon have become 
known for their civic activism.
 Scott, an evangelical 
and social conservative, backed 
George Bush. Scott met Trump 
adviser Michael Cohen through 
a	 mutual	 friend	 five	 years	 ago	
and later met Trump. He has par-
ticipated in meetings this year be-
tween Trump and black ministers.

Rev. Scott meeting troubling

  Kevin Lumpkin, 29, a 
North	Randall	police	officer	went	on	
trial Tuesday on charges of selling 
weapons to felons.
 Lumpkin, a North Randall 
officer	 since	 2011,	 was	 arrested	 in	
July. A federal grand jury indicted 
him in August on two counts unlaw-
ful	sale	of	firearms	to	a	felon.	
 Prosecutors contend that 
Lumpkin sold guns to Calvin Kelly 
and Michelle Devine. 
 Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Kendra Klump, in her opening state-
ments, implored jurors to “follow 
these guns” and come back with a 
guilty verdict against Kevin Lump-
kin, 29. She said in her opening state-
ment that both will testify.
 According to Klump,Devine 
struck a plea deal with federal pros-
ecutors in exchange for leniency in 
an unrelated tax fraud case. Kelly has 
no agreement.
 In his opening statement, 
Lumpkin’s attorney, Jay Milano, did 
not dispute that his client sold a gun 
to Kelly and that one of the weapons 
ended up with Devine. However, he 
said Lumpkin did not know Kelly 
and Devine were felons.
 According to a criminal 
complaint	filed	the	day	Lumpkin	was	
arrested, Cleveland police in 2013 
found boxes for two of the weapons 
when they were investigating a do-
mestic violence complaint. A pistol 
was recovered and traced to Lump-
kin in April 2014, when Solon police 
pulled over a suspect who had an out-
standing warrant.
 Lumpkin, while in uniform, 
also	got	 into	a	fight	with	one	of	 the	
gun	buyers	in	2012	and	fired	his	ser-
vice weapon at a wall, the complaint 
states.
 When the FBI interviewed 
Lumpkin, he said he knew both peo-
ple were felons, the complaint states. 

Milano said at trial, however, 
that this was a “terrible, stupid 
move” and that his client lied to 
agents after they threatened his 
wife.
 Lumpkin’s police per-
sonnel record shows that he has 
been reprimanded twice. Once 
was in March 2012, when he did 
not respond to a service call be-
cause he was giving an off-duty 
officer	a	ride	out	of	the	village.
 The other was in No-
vember 2012, when he was dis-
ciplined for being disruptive to a 
dispatcher when she confronted 
him about spitting in a garbage 
can.
 Lumpkin’s trial is ex-
pected to wrap up this week.

Lumpkin charged with selling guns

 The Anti-Defamation 
League (ADL) recently strong-
ly condemned the alleged hate 
crime against a Muslim taxi 
driver from Morocco on Thanks-
giving Day in Pittsburgh.  This 
crime comes in the wake of a 
spate of anti-Muslim rhetoric, 
hate incidents, and hate crimes 
that have occurred across the 
country since the terrorist attacks 
in Paris. 
 According to reports, a 
passenger said to the taxi driver, 
“You seem to be like a Pakistani 
guy. Are you from Pakistan?” 
and then began talking about 
ISIS	killing	people	and	satirizing	
the Prophet Muhammad.  When 
the taxi reached its destination, 
the passenger reportedly asked 
the driver to wait for him to go 
inside the house in order to re-
trieve his wallet.  He reportedly 
emerged	 with	 a	 rifle,	 and	 fired	
shots through the back window 
of the cab, striking the driver in 
his upper back. 

 Anita Gray, ADL Region-
al Director, issued the following 
statement: 
 “We strongly condemn the 
alleged hate crime against a Muslim 
taxi driver from Morocco. When a 
person is targeted for a crime be-
cause of actual or perceived race, 
color, religion, national origin, 
gender, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, or disability, it not only 
harms the individual victim, but 
also deeply affects entire commu-
nities.  We must all stand together 

ADL condemns hate crimes against taxi driver
against bigotry, hatred, and preju-
dice.  We urge law enforcement to 
investigate this incident as a pos-
sible hate crime, and hope that the 
perpetrator will be apprehended 
swiftly and brought to justice.” 
 Working with more than 
three	 dozen	 national	 civil	 rights,	
civic, religious, and cultural or-
ganization	 partners,	ADL	 has	 ini-
tiated the #50StatesAgainstHate 
campaign, which is designed to 
improve hate crime training and 
response across the country.

 The Food and Drug Admin-
istration is putting new food-safety 
rules in place - and advocates of the 
change say that’s something to be 
thankful for.
	 The	FDA	is	finalizing	rules	
for three basic categories of grocer-
ies: produce, imports and processed 
foods. Sandra Eskin, director of the 
Safe Food Project for The Pew Chari-
table Trusts, said it’s an important 
step.

Rules to curb food illness
 “We have a safe food sup-
ply in this country, but it can be saf-
er,” she said, “and it’s made safer by 
rules like these that are going to make 
the people who grow and import the 
food responsible for the safety of it.”
 Some farm and food-in-
dustry lobbying groups have chafed 
under federal rules in the past. Es-
kin said the new regulations will be 
phased in starting with the big op-
erations	first.

Scott

to appear before the grand jury and 
relay statements from a witness.
 It’s unclear why the of-
ficers	 decided	 to	 read	 their	 state-
ments aloud.
 Loehmann’s attorney, 
Henry Hilow, said on Tuesday 
that	the	officer	gave	the	statement	
“against legal advice,” but added 
that the decision was in the “inter-
est of the investigators having the 
facts.”
 Hilow declined to com-
ment further, and Loomis said he 
did not know what happened when 
the	 officers	 testified	 before	 the	
grand jury.
 Friedman said it’s pos-
sible	 that	 the	 officers’	 lawyers	

worked out a deal with prosecu-
tors that allowed them to read the 
statements on the record and then 
invoke the right to remain silent.
	 Friedman	 said	 the	 offi-
cers’ statements should be consid-
ered along with every other piece 
of evidence, including the video 
of the shooting and the conclu-
sions	 of	 five	 criminal	 justice	 ex-
perts who reviewed the case.
 “[The grand jury] can 
consider anything,” Friedman 
said. “What weight they give each 
piece is up to them.”
 Tamir Rice’s mother , 
Samaria	 Rice	 testified	 before	 the	
grand jury this week.

SamariaTamir
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By BETSY SCHWARTZ 

 (NAPSI)—Hilda 
Marie’s worst nightmare was 
unfolding right before her 
eyes. Teetering at the edge 
of the platform was a woman 
poised to jump in front of an 
oncoming train. 
 What would you 
do? 
 For Hilda, there was 
no question. She turned to the 
skills she learned in the eight-
hour Mental Health First Aid 
class she completed. 
 She contacted the 
station manager to secure 
help and calmly talked to re-
assure the woman until help 
arrived. Her actions saved a 
life that day. 
 Mental Health First 
Aid doesn’t teach you to be 
a therapist. It equips you to 
recognize signs of distress 
and guide a person toward 
appropriate treatments and 
other supportive health care. 
It teaches you how to help 
someone who is in crisis and 
how to be a support to some-
one struggling with mental 
health or substance use disor-
ders. 
 And as Hilda 
learned, it also teaches you 
how to keep a bad situation 
from becoming a crisis. 
 Suicide is more 
common than you think. 
Someone in this country 
dies by suicide every 12.8 
seconds, according to the 
most recent statistics from 
the American Foundation for 
Suicide Prevention. It could 
be a daughter struggling 
with the academic and social 
pressure of high school or a 
friend who is going through 
a divorce or a co-worker who 
is about to lose his job. 
 So what do you do 
if you think someone is con-
sidering suicide? Simply put, 
get a dialogue going. Fast! 
 Thoughts of suicide 
are not uncommon but they 
don’t have to be acted upon. 
Learning how to help people 
talk about their feelings and 
reasons for wanting to die 
may provide a great deal of 
relief. 
 Let the person know 
that you care and you want to 
help. 
 Stay calm and non-
judgmental. 
 Don’t avoid using 
the word “suicide.” It will not 
trigger a person to action. 
  Ask questions like 
“Are you having thoughts 
of suicide?” and “Are you 
thinking about killing your-
self?” 

 Unfortunately, we 
cannot prevent all suicides, 
but if more of us learn what 
to look for and how to act, 
each of us can make a differ-
ence and maybe save a life. 
 Steve Andrews 
knows firsthand the pain of 
losing someone to suicide, 
an experience that turned 
him into an advocate for 
training people to recognize 
signs of distress. “I often 
wonder,” he says about his 
mother’s death, “if things 
could have turned out differ-
ently had she and her family 
and friends been more aware 
of this illness. Awareness of 
this illness...will save lives.” 
 His passion for rais-
ing awareness of depression 
and suicide led him to found 
the Black Dog Ride, a group 
of Australian motorcyclists 
who are on a 19-city good-
will tour across the United 
States that ended October 3. 
Their mission was to make 
more Americans aware of 
depression and suicide pre-
vention, and raise $200,000 
to train people in Mental 
Health First Aid for first re-
sponders and military mem-
bers. 
 For more informa-

tion about suicide prevention 
or to enroll in a Mental Health 
First Aid class near you, go to 
www.mentalhealthfirstaid.
org/cs/take-a-course. 
 National Council for 
Behavioral Health www.the-
nationalcouncil.org. 
 The National Coun-
cil for Behavioral Health is 
the unifying voice of Ameri-
ca’s community mental health 
and addictions treatment or-
ganizations. 
 The National Coun-
cil, the Maryland Depart-
ment of Health and Mental 
Hygiene, and the Missouri 
Department of Mental Health 
pioneered Mental Health 
First Aid in the U.S. and have 
trained more than 450,000 in-
dividuals to connect youths 
and adults in need to mental 
health and addictions care in 
their communities. 
 Donations to the 
Black Dog Ride, which is tar-
geted to help first responders 
and military members, can be 
made online at http://bit.ly/
BlackDogRideUSA. 
 You can learn to rec-
ognize signs of distress and to 
support someone struggling 
with mental health or sub-
stance use disorders.

Your role in suicide prevention
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 Spitzer Manage-
ment, Inc. announced re-
cently that Alison Spitzer, 
president of operations, has 
been named one of Automo-
tive News magazine’s 100 
Leading Women in the North 
American Auto Industry. 
 Since 2000, Au-
tomotive News has recog-
nized the top 100 women in 
the auto industry who make 
major decisions and have 
significant influence at their 
companies and who are mak-
ing the greatest impact on the 
future of the industry. 
 The award is pre-
sented every five years. 
Spitzer’s achievements were 
recognized recently at a gala 
event at the Max M. and 
Marjorie S. Fisher Music 
Center in Detroit. She had 
the distinction of being the 
youngest woman selected. 
 “Alison has earned 
the respect of people 
throughout our organization 
in all departments, including 

several who have been with 
the organization since be-
fore she was born,” said Alan 
Spitzer, chairman & CEO of 
Spitzer Management, Inc. “I 
also know for a fact that exec-
utives from the auto manufac-
turers hold her in high regard 
as well.” 
 This year’s honorees 
come from 54 companies and 
14 disciplines, from manu-
facturers to engineers, dealer 
principals to designers. Ali-
son was one of nine to be hon-

ored in the automotive retail 
industry. 
 “It is an honor to 
be recognized among such 
strong leaders in our in-
dustry,” Spitzer said. “This 
award is a result of the collec-
tive efforts of the hardwork-
ing people in our company 
who show up every day to 
serve our customers.” 
 Spitzer is a fourth-
generation member of the 
Spitzer family and started 
at Spitzer Automotive in 
2007 as assistant to the gen-
eral manager in Homestead, 
Florida. Later, she became 
the company’s eCommerce 
Director. 
 In 2009 when Gen-
eral Motors and Chrysler 
terminated the franchises 
of hundreds of dealerships, 
Alison, with her father Alan 
Spitzer, led a grass roots ef-
fort in Washington D.C. that 
resulted in the reinstatement 
of approximately 1,000 deal-
erships nationwide. The pair 

went on to co-author a book 
about their experience titled, 
Grand Theft Auto. (New 
Year Publishing, May 2011). 
 Spitzer was later 
named vice president – Au-
tomotive Operations and this 
year, president of Spitzer Au-
tomotive where she serves as 
spokesperson and leads day 
to day operations for dealer-
ships in Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
and Florida. 
 “Alison’s leader-
ship has been an inspiration 
to us all,” said Jim Vella, 
Chief Operating Officer. 
“She is constantly looking 
for new ways to enhance the 
customer experience.” 
 Spitzer Automotive 
has locations in Ohio, Penn-
sylvania and Florida. The 
organization began in 1904 
with a hardware store in 
Grafton, Ohio and has grown 
to be one of the nation’s 
largest dealership groups. 
For more information, visit 
www.spitzer.com.

Spitzer named in top 100 leading women

DRIVERS: CDL-A1 yr. Guaranteed Home Time.

Excellent Pay Package.
Monthly Bonus Program.100% No-Touch 

BCBS/Dental/Vision. Plenty of miles

 877-704-3773

MBE Certified - 2015

What I know a black man as being strong and loving
By: VANESSA PATTERSON

 A black man is 
strong, loving, understand-
ing and loyal. He is that and 
more, it goes deeper than the 
outer man. What we see in 
the outer black man is skin 

color, apparel, and hairstyles 
whereby these things leads us 
to the appearance or culture 
of a man. 
 But the inner man 
is the love and protection 
that he has for his family. 
As he desires to protect his 

love ones and his personal 
belongings. He has many ad-
mirations which are taken for 
granted whereby he sees only 
the small picture and not the 
whole or big picture. 
 Upon growing up, 
I have alwyas looked up to 
the strong black role models 
in my life. They were lov-
ing, giving and protectors of 
their family whenever neces-
sary. Their depth of concerns 
for their community was as-
tounding. They became men-
tors, youth leaders, coun-
selors, pastors and so much 
more. 
 I am not stating that 
there were no crimes com-
mitted by these black men. 
But what I am saying is that 
the black men in the commu-
nity were not destroying each 
other by way of violence as 
black men are doing today. 
 However, now we 
have the black man losing 
their lives for just a glance or 
an innocent touch. There is 
no value for human life what-
soever, there are innocent 
children and babies who are 
losing their lives every day. 
And these black man have no 
remorse for these lives. 
 How dare you take 
my picture and concept of my 
strong black man and tarnish 
and destroy the reputation. 
You have allowed the black 
man to be generalized and 

stereotyped because of this 
violent behavior. Thus, I too 
am sometimes afraid to go to 
certain areas in the commu-
nity alone or without some 
form of protection, also, I 
never want to go out alone 
at night because the outra-
geous behaviors and crimes 
that has put the community 
to shame. 
 Although there is 
crime in many areas, and 
some are worse than oth-
ers, but, there is still hope. 
I have hope for the black 
man that has no aspirations 
in life whereby he thinks the 
world owes him something, 
and he has no kindness with 
him. Not even for himself. 
Furthermore, I want to en-
courage those lifeless souls 
to embrace God, enrich fam-
ily values, education, and 
all thing that will empower 
them into doing good works; 
and being a good citizen. 
And, let us go back to the 
times where we looked out 
for one another with great 
respect. 
 Instead of being 
consumed by fear of one 
another, live a peaceful and 
fulfilling life. The black on 
black crime must end for the 
sake of the black community 
as a whole and the future of 
the black family. 
 Please stop the vio-
lence!

Spitzer
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FREE - FREE - FREE
Battery Installation & 

System Testing
Complete Line Of New Batteries

ALL BATTERIES GUARANTEED
Delco Factory Seconds

$29.95 and Up
Reconditioned
$19.95 and Up

We Pay Cash For Scrap Batteries
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(Just Across Detroit - Superior Bridge)
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KING KENNEDY RESTAURANT
6124 Woodland Avenue - Cleveland, Ohio

(216) 431-7171
FISH - CHICKEN - BAR-Q

*Best Soul Food In Town*
Hours: Monday. - Saturday: 8:00 a.m. -8:00 p.m.

Sunday: Closed
Executive Chefs

Mike Roufail - Bob Reed
Supervisor Mitch Thompson

Addict,” Nicole Curtis is a 
self-taught home rehabber 
and designer, master of sal-
vage picking, spirited advo-
cate for saving old houses 
and mom who will appear on 

Survey finds a majority of consumers susceptible to holiday scams

Postal Service delivers billions of cards
 The Postal Ser-
vice expects to deliver 
more than 15.5 billion 

head

 A new survey from 
the AARP Fraud Watch 
Network found that 70% 
of consumers failed a quiz 
about how to stay safe from 
common holiday scams, and 
many are regularly engag-
ing in risky behaviors which 
could leave them at risk of 
being victimized by con art-
ists. 
 A report, “Beware 
the Grinch: Consumers At 
Risk of Being Scammed Dur-
ing the Holidays,” details 
AARP’s polling of consum-
ers regarding the most com-
mon holiday scams, includ-
ing those related to charitable 
giving, gift cards, package 
deliveries, and use of public 
Wi-Fi.  The survey included 
seven questions about scams, 
with 70% of the survey par-
ticipants answering four or 
fewer of the questions cor-
rectly. 
 “Our survey makes 
it clear that we need to do 
more to protect ourselves 
and our families from the 
fraudsters who are zeroing in 
on our wallets and bank ac-
counts,” said Tamara James, 
interim state director for 
AARP Ohio. “We need to 
become more aware of newly 
emerging and popular scams, 
and to share that information 
to help keep friends and fam-

ily safe this holiday season.” 
 Prompted by the 
survey results, the Fraud 
Watch Network has launched 
an education campaign, in-
cluding a new web page, de-
signed to educate the public 
about the top five holiday 
scams: 
 Charitable Giving? 
Ask and Check: Last year, 
Americans gave $358 billion 
dollars to charity according 
to the National Philanthropic 
Trust.  Government officials 
who regulate charities and 
fundraisers say that while 
most charities are legitimate, 
there are many fundrais-
ers, especially telemarket-
ers, who keep 85-90% of the 
money they raise. 
 AARP’s survey 
found that 70% of the people 
who donated to a charity 
or fundraiser in the past 12 
months did so without asking 
any questions about how that 
donation would be spent, and 
60% made donations with-
out verifying that the charity 
groups were legally autho-
rized to raise money in their 
state. 
 About a third of 
consumers don’t know (15%) 
or aren’t sure (18%) that, in 
most states, professional fun-
draisers must be registered 
with the government and re-

cards, letters, flats, and 
packages during the 2015 
holiday season. In addi-
tion, it is projecting that 
approximately 600 million 
packages will be delivered 
between Thanksgiving and 
New Year’s Eve. an in-
crease of 10.5 percent over 
last year’s volume. 
 In time for the hol-
idays, the Postal Service 
will offer real-time deliv-
ery notifications meaning 
customers who sign up for 
alerts at myusps.com will 
receive notification within 
a few minutes of the deliv-
ery scan for select pack-
ages. 
 For additional 
news and updates through-
out the season, please visit 
the USPS Holiday News-
room.
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rather than debit cards for 
most purchases, to better pro-
tect consumers from fraud 
and theft.  With credit cards, 
you are liable for only up to 
$50 of fraudulent use. But 
in the case of a lost or stolen 
debit card, financial losses to 
the consumer can be much 
more significant. 
 Almost two-thirds 
of the holiday shoppers sur-
veyed (64%) say they will 
buy holiday gifts this year us-
ing a debit card. 
 Public Wi-Fi: Surf 
Safely, or It Could Empty 
Your Account: Many holiday 
shoppers incorrectly believe 
that it is safe to access sensi-
tive information via free Wi-
Fi networks as long as web-
sites are secured by “https.”  
In fact, online security ex-
perts warn that consumers 
should never use public Wi-
Fi to access bank accounts or 
to buy products online. 
 The survey indi-
cates that 52% of internet 
users in this survey say they 
will use free public Wi-Fi.  
Many of them, while using 
public Wi-Fi, will make pur-
chases (42%), access their 
bank accounts (28%), and 
check their credit card ac-
counts (16%). 

 Require a Package 
Delivery Sign Off More than 
40% of holiday shoppers are 
unaware that package de-
livery companies are not re-
sponsible for stolen packages 
that are left at your front door 
without requiring a delivery 
signature.  A large majority 
of survey respondents (79%) 
say they ship packages to 
friends without requiring a 
signature at least some of 
the time. Seventy-three per-
cent say they receive home 
deliveries without having to 
provide a signature “some” 
or “all of the time.” 
 The FWN survey 
also asked participants if they 
have experienced a recent 
stressful life event -- which 
fraud experts say can make 
it more difficult to spot and 
resist holiday scams.  Nearly 
two-thirds (65%) of consum-
ers have experienced at least 
one life stress event in the 
past six months, and almost 
four-in-ten (39%) have expe-
rienced two or more. 
 For information and 
detailed tips on how to avoid 
all manner of holiday scams, 
including those detailed 
above, visit AARP’s holiday 
fraud web page.  Consum-
ers may also visit the Fraud 

Watch Network to receive 
timely fraud alerts for their 
local area. 
 Survey Methodol-
ogy: AARP engaged Alan 
Newman Research to con-
duct a research study among 
the general population in 
the United States concern-
ing holiday fraud and scams 
in the upcoming holiday 
season. ANR completed a 
total of 800 interviews (473 
by landline and 327 by cell 
phone) between Sept. 29 and 
Oct. 6, 2015. Respondents 
were screened for being aged 
18 or older and shopping for 
gifts and services as part of 
a holiday celebration dur-
ing the months of October, 

November or December.  
The total sample of 800 
respondents yields a maxi-
mum statistical error of ± 
3.5% at the 95% level of 
confidence.
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Visit Townes Shoe Repair & Luggage Shop Today

Look No Further...
16 Years In the Lee-Harvard Area

Townes Shoe Repair & Luggage Shop
4088 Lee Road

(Across From Lee-Harvard Plaza)

(216) 751-4044
The Same Great Service At A Great New Location

*Shoe & Boot Repairs
*Accessories, Polishes & Strings

*Luggage
*Luggage And Hand Bag Repair

*All Leather, Suede Cleaning & Repair

Looking For Quality Shoe Repair And Maintenance?

“Always Put Your Best Forward”

Hours: Monday-Saturday
9:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Junie’s Affordable Transportation
Cash, Money Orders, NO Checks Please!
Make Money Orders Payable To:  Robert Williams Jr.
Pick Up Location: 10210 Woodland Avenue (Rear)
Cleveland, Ohio 44104
Every Monday
Grafton Correction........... $40.00
Morning Visit Time 8:00 a.m. To 11:00 a.m.
Afternoon Visit Time 12:00 p.m. To 3:00 p.m.        NO Refunds
                                                                 Money Must Be In A Week
                                                                 In Advance NO Exceptions 
Every Wednesday
Richland Correction..........$50.00
Visit Time 7:30 a.m. To 3:00 p.m.
Richland Correction Goes by Odd Number Day Visit Or Even Number
Day Visit You Could Contact Richland Correction For That
Information Or You Could Also Contact:
Junie’s Affordable Transportation
Every Friday
Mansfield Correction..........$50.00
Visit Time 8:00 a.m. To 2:00 p.m.
Saturday Reservations Only
Marion Correction..........$60.00
Visit Time 8:00 a.m. To 3:00 p.m.

Children Under 12 Years Of Age Ride Half Price
Proof Of Childs Age Is Required

For Information Contact: Junie: (216) 795-1705 Or (216) 269-6636

 A coalition of more 
than 50 faith and civic lead-
ers recently released an open 
letter to Ohio Governor John 
Kasich asking him to recon-
sider his stance against Syr-
ian refugees being resettled 
in Ohio. 
 The coalition, which 
includes Muslim, Christian, 
Jewish, and other interfaith 
and civic leaders, issued their 
open letter in response to 
a recent statement by Ohio 
Governor John Kasich call-
ing for a halt to the resettle-
ment of Syrian refugees. 
 The Ohio gover-
nor’s stance against refugees 
came as a surprise to many 
because the governor has 
previously welcomed Syrian 
refugees and has frequently 
challenged anti-immigrant 
rhetoric from fellow Republi-
cans on the presidential cam-
paign trail. 
 The letter, which ap-
peals to the governor to show 
leadership and compassion 
toward vulnerable people 
fleeing the chaos of war and 
violence, states in part: 
 “The people of Ohio 

look to you for leadership 
and courage, especially dur-
ing difficult times.... We un-
derstand your concerns for 
safety in light of the recent 
ISIS terrorist attacks in Paris. 
However, we ask that in se-
curing the safety of Ohioans, 
you do not collectively pun-
ish all Syrian refugees, who 
themselves are seeking safe-
ty from war and terrorism....
To cut off the Syrian people 
in their time of need goes 
against American values. 
As Americans, we must be 
a beacon of compassion and 
hope in a troubled world. The 
terrorists want us to be afraid, 
to turn against each other. If 
we turn inward, they will 
have achieved their political 
goals of weakening our com-
mon humanity and breaking 
our global connections. We 
urge you to trust your origi-
nal welcoming instinct, re-
tract your statement, and find 
ways to work with the federal 

Leaders request Kasich to reverse his stance
government to ensure that 
Ohio takes as many Syrian 
refugees as possible.” 
 The letter states that 
while the decision to stop 
the flow of Syrian refugees 
may be politically tenable, 
it would not stand up well in 
the eyes of history. The letter 
points to past example when 
Governor Ted Strickland, re-
gretful over his remarks on 
refugees, made an about-face 
after being criticized by faith 
leaders for his refusal to ac-
cept additional Iraqi refugees 
during the Iraq War. 
 CONTACT: M. 
Isam Zaiem, board chair 
emeritus, Council on 
American-Islamic Rela-
tions 216.337.7928, isamz@
sbcglobal.net; Julia A. 
Shearson, executive direc-
tor, Council on American-
Islamic Relations, Cleveland 
Chapter, 216.830.2247 or 
216.440.2247, jshearson@
cair.com

port how much they raise and 
how much goes to the chari-
table purpose.  Less than one 
in ten (8%) could correctly 
name the government agency 
they should contact to verify 
the legitimacy of the charity 
or fundraiser (the Office of 
the State Secretary). 
 Gift Cards: Skip the 
Rack: Fraud experts report 
that thieves sometimes hit 
store gift card racks, secretly 
write down or electronically 
scan the numbers off the 
cards, then check online or 
call the toll-free number to 
see if someone has bought the 
cards and activated them. As 
soon as a card is active, the 
scammers drain the funds. 
By the time you try to use the 
same card, the money is long 
gone. 
 Fifty-eight percent 
of respondents in the FWN 
survey report they will buy 
gift cards from a rack at a big 
box store, pharmacy or gro-
cery store this holiday sea-
son.  Only half (54%) know 
that gift cards purchased 
from a gift card rack at a 
grocery store are NOT safer 
from hackers or thieves than 
gift cards purchased online. 
 Consider Swiping 
that Other Card: Consumer 
protection experts recom-
mend the use of credit cards 



Page 4 EAST SIDE DAILY NEWS  Tuesday, December 1, 2015 - Friday,  December 4, 2015

"ISLAM IN THE COMMUNITY"
For questions or more information on ISLAM contact:

UZAIR ABDUR-RAZZAAQ
 (216) 721-1146

e-mail: masjidalmumin@yahoo.com

In the name of Allah the Beneficent, the Merciful

Islam In The Community

Want To Buy
Ali-Wepner

Boxing Poster
March 24, 1975
“Chance Of A Lifetime”

Muhammad Ali
vs.

Chuck Wepner
Illustrated Cardboard

Poster - 14” x 22”
Boxing Show Held At The Richfield

Coliseum (Richfield, Ohio)
Also Interested In Buying

The “On-Site” Boxing Program
Call: (330) 856-7047 Or

(216)721-1674

Dr. James L. Snyder

 The house is quiet 
now, although a few hours ago 
it was thumping with all kinds 
of noise and chatter. Once 
again, the Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage and I sponsored 
another Thanksgiving dinner.
 My role, of course as 
in previous years, is to stay out 
of the kitchen and let the wife 
do what only the wife can do. 
My sponsorship is finished 
right there.
 Now everything is 
quiet and I am sitting back re-
flecting on the marvelous din-
ner and time with the family. 
In the quietness of the time, 
I began to think about those 
Thanksgiving dinners with my 
grandmother back in “the day.” 
They all blur together, but the 
one thing that stands out from 
everything is my grandmoth-
er’s marvelous turkey and all 
the trimmings and went with it.
 As I was thinking 
about that, I remembered some 
of my relatives who faithfully 
joined us for that marvelous 
Thanksgiving dinner. What 
great times we had.
 There was Uncle 
Ralph, for instance. He was a 
fisherman, or so he said, and 
had so many fishing stories 
I could write a book. If half 
of what he said in his stories 
were true, there should not be 
any fish left in the world. He 
would entertain us with all 
those marvelous fishing stories 
of his. Being a young person, 
I believed everything he said. 
After all, what uncle would lie 
to his nephew?
 Then I cannot forget 
Uncle Andrew. He was the 
hunter in the family. If the deer 
population is on the brink of 
extinction, it is because of Un-
cle Andrew. According to him, 

no deer was safe from him. All 
except for one.
 As he told the story, 
he was out hunting early one 
Saturday morning and ran 
across the biggest deer he had 
ever seen in his life. According 
to him, this deer went easily 
1,000 pounds. As he focused 
that deer in his scope, he no-
ticed the deer was staring at 
him. 
 As he looked at that 
deer and looked into those big 
brown tear filled eyes good old 
Uncle Andrew broke down.
 He put down his rifle, 
walked over to that huge deer, 
shook his hoof and said, “My 
friend, I just want to wish you a 
good day.” With that, he turned 
around and walked away from 
the largest deer that ever lived 
in the world.
 It took me years to 
realize no deer ever comes 
near the 1000-pound trophy 
that he talked about.
 Then I remembered 
Aunt Sally. Boy, did she have 
stories to tell.
 According to her sto-
ries, she was the world’s most 
frugal shopper. If there ever 
was a bargain in the world, it 
was negotiated by Aunt Sally. 
If what she said was anywhere 
near the neighborhood of truth, 
all the shopkeepers downtown 
paid her just to come and haul 
stuff out of their store. 
 She could negotiate 
to the point, or so she said, 
that the stores would pay her 
to buy items in their store. I 
never could figure out how 
that worked. As she would toss 
out the figures, I started doing 
a little bit of arithmetic and 
all I can say is, my arithmetic 
teacher did not teach me every-
thing about arithmetic.
 I would not go so 
far as to say these relatives of 

mine lied. As far as they were 
concerned, a lie is a devious 
intent to hurt someone. If you 
knew my relatives, that was the 
furthest thing from their mind.
 Thinking about those 
relatives and their stories, I can 
see where I inherited some of 
that inclination. The thing I 
have that those relatives did 
not have was the Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage. 
That makes all the difference 
in the world.
 Whenever I get start-
ed on one of my stories, she 
stares at me with one of “those 
stares,” and says, “Seriously?” 
Believe me that takes all the 
wind out of my sails.
 So, with another 
Thanksgiving dinner under my 
belt, I have the privilege of all 
of those wonderful memories. 
Family is made up of memo-
ries. I do not know what it is, 
but the older I get, the more 
memories I seem to have and 
those memories seem to be en-
hanced along the way.
 The funny thing 
about a memory is it can be 
anything you happen to re-
member at the time. I get that 
from my relatives.
 Those relatives are 
gone now. All I have are their 
memories, which seem to be 
sharp this time of the year. I 
believe the key element of a 
memory, and I got this from 
my relatives, is exaggeration. 
What good is a memory if you 
cannot spice it up a little bit 
with exaggeration?
 Thinking along this 
line, I came to one very solemn 
conclusion. The only thing I 
cannot exaggerate is God and 
His wonderful love for me. 
That I am most thankful for 
this one thing.
 No matter how far 
I go in talking about God’s 
amazing love for me, I’ve nev-
er reached the point or come 
near the point of exaggeration. 
God loves me with an eternal 
love that nothing I can do can 
ever compromise.
 A Bible verse says 
it all. “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting 
life” (John 3:16).
 God never exagger-
ates His love for me, it is the 
same yesterday, and today and 
forever.
 The Rev. James L. 
Snyder is pastor of the Family 
of God Fellowship, PO Box 
831313, Ocala, FL 34483. He 
lives with his wife, Martha, in 
Silver Springs Shores . Call 
him at 352-687-4240 or e-
mail jamessnyder2@att.net. 
The church website is www.
whatafellowship.com.

A Look At My World
Another Thanksgiving Under My Belt

Wanted 
Cleveland Buckeyes Baseball Team

Baseball Collectibles 
Items From Other Cleveland Teams That 
Played In The Professional Negro League
Autographed Baseballs - Photos - Programs

Bats - Schedules - Yearbooks - Tickets - Movies
Guides - Buttons - Postcards - Baseball Cards

Also Wanted Items On:
Satchel Paige - Larry Doby - Luke Easter  

Minnie Monoso - Al Smith 
Dave Pope - Dave Hoskins

Paying Top Dollar 
Call (330) 856-7047 or (216) 721-1674

Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers                

Visit Our Website: Class1Pavers.com

Specializing In Residential Driveways

Need Help?    Great Financing!!
Call:  (216) 397-6349

Fall Check List                
Be Ready For Fall!

1481 Warresnville Ctr. Rd.South Euclid, Ohio 44121

A + Rating By BBB

• Kitchen
• Bathrooms
• Windows
• Siding
• Masonary Work
• Rec. Rooms *
• Seal Coating
• Siding
• Roofing
• Handicap Shower 

And Walk In Tubs
Roof Leaks? We Can Help!

Driveway
(Concrete and Asphalt)

Prophets and problems on the silver screen, from Moses to Muhammad
Editor’s Note: El-Din Aysha 
taught, from 2001, at the Amer-
ican University in Cairo, and he 
is a journalism in Egypt, first at 
The Egyptian Gazette and now 
as a staff writer with Egypt Oil 
& Gas.
By Emad El-Din Aysha

 “Freedom is the free-
dom to say that two plus two 
make four. If that is granted, 
all else follows.”-1984, George 
Orwell
 Iran’s epic biopic 
film of the Prophet Muham-
mad by acclaimed director 
Majid Majidi has ignited ob-
jections both in the Muslim 
and non-Muslim worlds, 
bringing the free speech de-
bate back to the forefront. 
While in the Emirates on va-
cation, I thought I’d take ad-
vantage of the country’s busi-

ness savvy and track down an 
old childhood favorite — The 
Ten Commandments (1956) 
— at the local Virgin Megas-
tore. The friendly shop assis-
tant looked up the movie on 
the computer since I couldn’t 
find it on the shelves, and the 
word “BANNED” flashed on 
the screen!
 I’d heard rumors a 
few years ago that the Char-
lton Heston movie had been 
“shunned” on account of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, but I 
didn’t think they were true. 
When I was a kid in Kuwait 
in the 1980s, my family had 
a small stack of Bible movies 
along with other historical 
classics like Spartacus (1960) 
and Patton (1970).
 Watching them 
didn’t dent my faith as a Mus-

lim, nor did they insult my 
Palestinian-Egyptian iden-
tity. Owning The Ten Com-
mandments likely wouldn’t 
have gotten anyone into trou-
ble back then, even in a con-
servative Gulf Arab country 
and during the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. So why is censorship 
trending in these countries 
now? And what does this 
mean for works like Muham-
mad: The Messenger of God?
 Religion has naught 
to do with the censorship that 
is trending in these countries 
now. Instead identity-politics 
is at play here, something that 
becomes all too evident with 
the Egyptian banning of Exo-
dus: Gods and Kings (2014) 
 in the post-Muslim 
Brotherhood era. Contrast 
this with the public embrace 

of The Passion of the Christ 
(2004) and the mixed reac-
tion to Noah (2014), neither 
of which match Muslim re-
ligious strictures. Gaber As-
four, the minister of culture at 
the time and a staunch social-
ist and secularist, condemned 
Exodus for making the usual 
claim that Hebrew slaves had 
built the pyramids.
 His concerns are 
valid since the film makes 
a dent in Egyptian national 
pride. The pyramids are the 
very symbols of the country’s 
civilizational accomplish-
ments. Exodus, moreover, is a 
historical travesty. 
 The pyramids were 
built in the Old Kingdom, 
long before ancient Israel-
ites ever came to Egypt. The 
whole notion that the struc-
tures were built by slave labor 
is a myth perpetuated by the 
cultural snobbery of ancient 
Greek historians. Biblical 
bondage, moreover, is refer-
ence to the corvée system — 
community service is mod-
ern parlance. These historical 
facts still don’t justify banning 
the movie. The real problem 
is that since the Arab Spring 
revolutions, everybody’s on 
edge in the Arab world and 
people rally around their 
identity defensively and see 
everything and anything in 
hostile terms, cultural prod-
ucts included. Note that Ar-
abs understand globalization 
 in specifically cul-
tural terms and see it as just 
another form of cultural im-
perialism, a problem that has 
become all the more deeply 
ingrained since Samuel Hun-
tington popularized his post-
Cold War Clash of Civiliza-
tions thesis.
 The Iranian biopic, 
for instance, had been under 
production for seven long 
years but nobody in the Mid-
dle East had even heard about 
it — let alone the next two 
installments in the planned 
trilogy. Instead, many people 
in the Middle East view this 
self-professed anti-Islamo-
phobic movie as part of a di-
abolical Shiite or Magian plot 
(one and the same thing in 
the Arab nationalist and Sun-
ni extremist mindset) against 
Islam, citing the Iranian pres-
ence in Syria and Yemen as 
proof of this grandiose con-
spiracy. 
 This is retrospective 
since, again, the movie was 
under production long before 
the Arab Spring unleashed 
the forces of civil war in those 
two divisive countries, which 
later drew the Iranians (or 
Persians) in to fill the geopo-
litical vacuum, much like the 
Russians.
 Such knee-jerk reac-
tions to films are both contra-
dictory and short-lived. The 
Matrix Reloaded (2003) was 
banned in Egypt for a while 
and under religious pretens-
es. Reading between the lines 
of the official statements con-
demning the film, however, 
it is evident the problem was 
political. 
 They didn’t like the 
“excessive violence” of the 
film, a reference to the hero 
going up against secret po-
lice figures. It was unbanned 
shortly after being banned, 
the opposite of what took 
place with the Egyptian 
screening of V for Vendetta 
(2005). Now everybody, rev-
olutionary or otherwise, has 
a Guy Fawkes mask similar 
to the one in the film. How 
many erstwhile revolution-
aries in the Arab world have 
even heard of the Gunpow-
der Plot of 1605 or the ritual 
burning of Guy Fawkes effi-
gies in the U.K.?
 The best protection 
from sectarian symbolism 
is, paradoxically, to become 

immersed in the symbol-
ism. Such immersion helps 
to build up one’s immunity 
to such propaganda tools, 
catching onto and decoding 
hidden messages and is, ulti-
mately, food for thought.
 A closer inspection 
of Exodus reveals that the 
movie isn’t directed at the 
Middle Eastern audience. It’s 
meant for a Western audience 
and relies on motifs Western-
ers can recognize, hooking 
into cleavages and controver-
sies in their own lands. 
 Consider Viceroy 
Hegep (Ben Mendelsohn), 
Egypt’s slave-master. He’s 
the quintessential blue-eyed 
devil. You notice the unchar-
acteristic color of his eyes 
thanks to the blue decora-
tions and wall paint in his 
not-so-humble abode, ser-
viced by attractive slave girls. 
The first time you see him in 
the film, he bemoans that the 
Jews are multiplying uncon-
trollably. This is Malthusian 
economics and in all likeli-
hood a tongue-in-cheek ref-
erence to British imperialism 
in the modern era, as a side-
kick to American foreign pol-
icy.
 Hegep always wants 
more troops and behaves 
like a king. Mendelsohn, an 
Australian actor, speaks with 
a posh English accent here. 
(Sounds like a mouthpiece 
for Tony Blair to me.) 
 Later Hegep be-
comes Pharaoh’s most trusted 
aid, taking the place of the 
honest and loyal Moses, not 
unlike the sycophants Phar-
aoh surrounds himself with 
— the fortunetelling priestess 
played by Indira Varma (she 
has Nefertiti’s bony features 
and lovely skin) and the de-
lightfully eccentric pseu-
do-scientist Ewen Bremner. 
These “experts” fail to explain 
the plagues — blood, frogs, 
flies, locusts, hail, blight — 
that afflict Egypt, possibly 
in reference to the global-
warming-or-just-climate-
change debate.
 As for the char-
acter of the Prophet Moses 
(PBUH), played rather scruff-
ily by Christian Bale, he’s the 
“assimilated” foreigner who 
rises to the top when given 
equal opportunities. Why 
else would he tell Pharaoh 
that the Israelites deserve 
equal rights “as Egyptians”? 
 The Egyptian army 
is racially integrated and re-
spectful of Moses, while the 
assassins sent to kill him are 
a black and white duo. Moses’ 
sister, played by the half Ital-
ian Tara Fitzgerald, “looks” 
like an ancient Egyptian. 
(Pharaoh tries to discern her 
Hebrew origins but can’t, an-
other assimilation hint.)
 When diplomacy 
fails, Moses launches a gue-
rilla war targeting everyone, 
even the common people, 
hoping to incite them to rise 
up against their dictator. This 
is what happens when people 
put up with a despot for too 
long — the sanctions regime 
against Iraq — or allow their 
country to occupy another, as 
with the Israelis and the Pal-
estinian Intifa.
 Likewise the in-
discriminate cruelty of di-
vine punishments is, in part, 
meant to highlight the cruelty 
of superpower politics, how-
ever good their democratic 
intentions. Setting the Ten 
Commandments in stone re-
fers to constitutions, since the 
leadership of one man can al-
ways “falter.”
 The same goes for 
the politics of the gender 
component of the story, em-
bodied by Moses’ too-young 
Bedouin wife Zipporah 
(played by the adorable Ma-
ria Valverde). She’s Moses’ 

salvation and the most spirit-
ually balanced (faith and 
reason) person in the movie. 
The marriage scene is meant 
to emphasize women’s rights 
and the “voluntary” nature of 
marriage based on love and 
mutual respect. It may also be 
anthropologically accurate, 
too, given that old, old Ara-
bia used to follow matri-local 
and matri-lineal principles, 
much like the Native Ameri-
cans. 
 The Iroquois Con-
stitution, for instance, reads: 
“The lineal descent of the 
people of the Five Nations 
shall run in the female line. 
Women shall be considered 
the progenitors of the Nation. 
They shall own the land and 
the soil. Men and women 
shall follow the status of the 
mother.”
 So, what do current 
trends in censorship mean for 
works like Muhammad: The 
Messenger of God? Since Ex-
odus: Gods and Kings passes 
the free speech test — and it 
doesn’t strike me as morally 
corrupting or inciting to vi-
olence and discrimination — 
we should judge Muhammad: 
 The Messenger of 
God the same way. It may 
lean toward a Shiite interpre-
tation of Islamic history but 
if it doesn’t break any specif-
ic religious injunctions and 
actually improves our im-
age internationally, we really 
don’t have much to complain 
about. Let us not forget that 
Moustapha Al-Akkad’s thor-
oughly Sunni The Message 
(1976) also stirred up quite a 
lot of controversy for no good 
reason. 

 It wasn’t sacrile-
gious in the slightest and its 
only disservice was how bor-
ing it was.
 In Arabic, we quote 
the Prophet Jesus (PBUH) 
cautioning people against 
making oaths in the name of 
God too frequently lest the 
name of God become all too 
common and lose its signif-
icance. (A Catholic friend 
tells me this is in the book of 
Matthew, 5:33-37, and James, 
5:12).
  Consider how many 
times Egyptians say “I swear 
by God” this, “I swear by 
God” that. Such pronounce-
ments devalue the name and 
word of God on a daily basis 
— like printing too much of 
a currency. The lesson here is 
that if you can restrict good 
words, wholesome, pro-reli-
gious incantations, then you 
can do the same for “bad” 
incantations (swear words, 
graphic imagery, depictions 
of amoral behavior).
 Literary and le-
gal theorist Stanley Fish 
summed it up best by his fa-
mous phrase, There’s No Such 
Thing as Free Speech… and 
It’s a Good Thing Too (1994), 
because the only kind of free 
speech that is absolute is the 
kind that’s useless and has 
no truth value. Free speech 
is a means to an end, giving 
people knowledge they need 
to make informed choices in 
their lives — a facilitator of 
truth and objectivity. 
 If too much talk 
gets in the way of this, then 
freedom, like everything else, 
needs to be restrained for its 
own good.
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Community gardens could help neighborhoods
 Q: I want to become 
a member of community gar-
den. Where do I begin? 
 A: Many commu-
nity gardens are run by lo-
cal non-profit organizations, 
sometimes in connection with 
a local university or the local 
municipality’s community 
development department. For 
more information, check the 
websites of organizations 
such as Civic Garden Cen-
ter in Cincinnati, Get Green 
in Columbus and Green City 
Growers in Cleveland. 
 Q: If I want to start 
my own community garden, 
how can I obtain land? 
 A: Some municipali-
ties allow gardeners to lease 
land directly from the city, as 
municipalities benefit by put-
ting vacant plots of land to 
use. These programs may al-
low the gardener to obtain title 
to the land after they revitalize 
the plot for a certain number 
of years. You may also lease 
land from a private individual 
(via short-term lease agree-
ments), or purchase your own 
plot. Some cities may even 
provide you with a grant to 
subsidize these initial costs. 
 While gardening is a 
low-risk activity and injuries 
are infrequent, both private 
parties and cities may require 
you to buy insurance for li-
ability arising out of the gar-
den’s operations, and to agree 
that the owner will not be re-
sponsible for such liability, as 
a condition of the lease. 
 Q: What should I 
consider when searching for a 
suitable plot of land? 
 A: First, you will 
want to make sure the land is 
properly zoned. Plots of land 
are generally divided into 
residential, commercial and 
industrial uses. These may not 
permit community gardening 
activities, depending on the 
city. 
 And even if permit-
ted, each zone may restrict the 
activities. One zone may re-
strict the height of structures/
vegetation, while another may 
restrict how close structures/
vegetation can be to neighbor-
ing properties. 
 Check with your city 
to ensure that your garden will 

Taxing professional athletes overturned by court
By JUSTICE PAUL E. PFEIFER

 On Sunday, Novem-
ber 30, 2008, more than 72,000 
souls packed FirstEngery Sta-
dium to watch the Indianapo-
lis Colts defeat the Cleveland 
Browns 10-6. One person who 
wasn’t in attendance that day 
was Jeffrey B. Saturday, the 
starting center for the Colts. 
Saturday was injured, and in-
stead of traveling with the team 
to Cleveland, the Colts had him 
stay in Indianapolis for physi-
cal rehabilitation. 
 Despite Saturday’s 
absence, the Colts withheld an 
amount of Cleveland munici-
pal income tax from Saturday’s 
2008 compensation and paid 
it to the city. Why would the 
Colts do that? Because Cleve-
land has a city ordinance that 
levies a tax on nonresident pro-
fessional athletes who play a 
game in Cleveland. 
 Under the “games-
played” method, the city claims 
the right to tax the amount of 
a professional athlete’s annual 
income that is proportionate 
to the share of the team’s pre-
season, regular season, and 
postseason games that were 
played in Cleveland. 
 For example, if a 
team played 20 games in a 
year, and one of those games 
was in Cleveland, then Cleve-
land would apply its tax to one 
twentieth of each player’s an-
nual income. 
 Saturday and his 
wife, Karen, contended that 
Cleveland had no authority to 
impose its tax on a nonresi-
dent who did not work within 
Cleveland’s city limits during 
the taxable year. 
 The Saturdays re-
quested a refund of $3,594. 
But the Cleveland tax author-
ity only refunded the Saturdays 
$322, and denied the claim for 
a full refund. So the Saturdays 
filed an appeal to Cleveland’s 
Board of Review. 
 After a hearing, the 

comply with its zoning re-
quirements. Even if the pro-
spective land is not ideally 
zoned, however, you may 
be able to obtain a variance 
(or exception) from the local 
building department for your 
specific use. 
 Additionally, if 
your garden is in a suburban 
environment, you should be 
aware of any relevant home-
owner’s association regula-
tions. 
 You should also 
make sure the plot of land 
contains no environmental 
hazards, especially in urban 
areas. Prior activities on the 
land, or activities on land 
surrounding your plot, may 
have left behind contami-
nants. This is particularly im-
portant if you plan to buy the 
land, because responsibility 
for such hazards will fall on 
you if the local municipality 
becomes aware of them. 
 Try to find out how 
the plot was used in the past, 
and check with those in the 
community about the condi-
tion of the land. You might 
also contact the communi-
ty’s building department or 
the local EPA district office 
to inquire about testing the 
property’s soil. 
 Q: How should I 
manage the garden? 
 A: Some gardens 
operate as community en-
deavors, in which no one 
member has claim to any 
particular plot or plant, and 
all members are responsible 
for the whole garden. Oth-
ers assign individual plots 
to specific members. Some 
gardens are open to the pub-
lic, while others are “closed-
gate” and open only to 
members. How your garden 
operates is up to you. 
 Before starting a 
garden, you should draft 
a model gardening agree-
ment that each member must 
sign. The agreement should 
address the manner of the 
garden’s operation, perti-
nent rules and regulations 
(including rules required by 
local ordinance on plant and 
structure height, location, 
etc.), the election or appoint-
ment of officers who will 

lead the garden’s operations 
(e.g., a president and treasur-
er), assignment of a particular 
plot to each member (if appli-
cable), indemnification of the 
landowner, and responsibility 
for supplies. 
 It should also ad-
dress the consequences of 
taking produce from another 
member without permission. 
Such an agreement will help 
members understand their 
role in the garden and will 
help resolve any disputes that 
may arise, which will allow 
the garden to operate effi-
ciently. 
 Q: What should I 
know if I want to sell the 
products of my garden? 
 A: You are more 
likely to encounter issues if 
you sell your products by set-
ting prices and making profit, 
as opposed to covering costs 
through donations. It would 
be wise to contact the local 
municipality to inquire about 
a license/permit before trying 
to sell your garden’s products 
on your own. You may also be 
able to sell your products at a 
local farmers’ market, though 
you will likely have to pay 
a small fee to help cover the 
market’s costs. 
 Q: How will a gar-
den benefit my community? 
 A: Properly tended 
community gardens are easi-
er on the eyes than unkempt 
vacant lots, and will provide 
air quality and health benefits 
to your community. In addi-
tion, studies have shown that 
the presence of community 
gardens helps to strengthen 
ties among the community, 
which, in turn, helps lower 
crime rates in their neighbor-
hoods. 
 This “Law You Can 
Use” consumer information 
column was provided by the 
Ohio State Bar Association. 
It was prepared by Cleveland 
attorney Justin D. Stevenson, 
Esq. 
 Articles appearing 
in this column are intended to 
provide broad, general infor-
mation about the law. 
 Before applying this 
information to a specific legal 
problem, readers are urged to 
seek advice from an attorney.

board upheld the denial of the 
Saturdays’ claim. The board 
characterized Saturday’s ab-
sence from the game – and 
from Cleveland – as a paid 
sick day, which it maintained 
Cleveland had the authority to 
tax because Cleveland’s non-
resident-professional-athlete 
regulation expressly applied 
the tax to games from which an 
athlete was excused due to “ill-
ness or injury.” 
 The Saturdays ap-
pealed to the state board of 
Tax Appeals (“BTA”), which 
affirmed Cleveland’s Board of 
Review.  After that, the Satur-
days filed an appeal with the 
Ohio Supreme Court. 
 The evidence pre-
sented in Saturday’s case re-
ferred to the NFL collective-
bargaining agreement and the 
individual player contracts. 
The submitted affidavits dis-
cussed the phases of an NFL 
player’s work year: the three-
day mandatory mini-camp; the 
preseason training camp; the 
regular season with its work 
week including meetings, prac-
tices, and games; and the post-
season. 
 Other evidence estab-
lished that Saturday suffered 
an injury during the 2008 sea-
son that rendered him inactive 
for four games, including the 
Browns game that year. 
 The NFL Players’ 
Association affidavit stated 
that NFL teams require injured 
players to follow a rehabilita-
tion program and that players 
are subject to fines for failing 
to attend scheduled appoint-
ments with team physicians or 
trainers or for failure to follow 
a rehabilitation program. 
 Saturday’s affidavit 
asserted that during the period 
of his 2008-season injury he 
“attended team meetings and 
performed physical rehabilita-
tion,” adding that “failure to 
perform these services to the 
Colts would have subjected 
me to fines.” Furthermore, the 

Legal Court Interpretation

Colts’ travel manifest clearly 
shows Saturday was not with 
the team in Cleveland. 
 Cleveland’s ordi-
nance imposes a tax on “all 
qualifying wages, earned ... 
by nonresidents of the city 
for work done or services 
performed ... within the city 
...” Certainly none of Satur-
day’s work was performed in 
Cleveland. Nor can his work 
on the day of the game, or on 
any other day, be attributed to 
Cleveland, since the evidence 
shows that Saturday was in 
Indianapolis on game day, en-
gaging in physical rehabilita-
tion in preparation for future 
games. 
 Cleveland argued 
that NFL players are paid to 
play games, and that Satur-
day’s compensation related 
to the playing of the game 
in Cleveland even though he 
wasn’t present for it. But when 
the regulation is read in the 
context of the ordinance – “for 
work done or services per-
formed or rendered within the 
city or attributable to the city” 
– then Cleveland’s reading of 
the regulation becomes unten-
able. 
 Saturday was per-
forming his job duties in India-
napolis on game day. It follows 
that the language of the regula-
tion – that the “entire amount 
of compensation earned for 
games that occur in the taxing 
community” is susceptible to 
municipal tax – must be con-
strued more narrowly under 
the present circumstances to 
permit the taxation of compen-
sation only when the player 
was actually present at the 
Cleveland game and earning 
compensation for his presence 
at that game. 
 The other signifi-
cant passage in the regulation 
states that the regulation in-
cludes games the athlete “was 
excused from playing because 
of injury or illness.” Cleveland 
argued that because Saturday 

Think twice about spending that bonus
By NATHANIEL SILLIN
 
 When is a bonus 
not a bonus? When you fail 
to think about what that 
extra income will mean to 
your overall finances. 
 I don’t mean to 
spoil the fun. Bonuses, par-
ticularly if they recognize 
your great performance dur-
ing the year, are rewarding 
in a number of ways beyond 
money. It means your work 
is being noticed and you 
might rise higher in the or-
ganization – always a good 
thing. 
 However, in many 
organizations, bonus com-
pensation has developed and 
transformed to a new entity, 
very different from how it 
was a generation ago. So 
before you book your dream 
trip to an exotic beachfront 
resort, take a closer look. 
 According to hu-
man resources and manage-
ment consulting firm Aon 
Hewitt, (http://www.aon.
com/human-capital-consult-
ing/), some 90 percent of 
employers have either im-
plemented or are consider-
ing something called “vari-
able pay systems” that mean 
a greater reliance on “in-
centives, bonuses and cash 
awards,” to reward high-
performing employees. 

 Employers are 
signing on because it helps 
them slow the growth of 
overall payroll, which is 
the biggest fixed cost in 
any business. It also offers 
a way to boost performance 
among workers at all levels. 
 What do one-time 
bonuses or a conversion to 
a variable-pay system mean 
for you? Potentially, this 
could result in changes to 
your tax situation, the over-
all value of your employ-
er- and government-based 
benefits and therefore, your 
long-term financial picture. 
Here are some questions to 
ask: 
 What kind of bonus 
is it? Make sure you under-
stand whether a bonus is a 
one-time award or a shift 
to an ongoing bonus sys-
tem. This is a money and a 
career question. If you are 
going to be evaluated under 
new benchmarks and mea-
surements for work you’ve 
done every day, you should 
fully understand these new 
guidelines and how you can 
maximize them in your best 
interest. 
 Get qualified ad-
vice. A one-time bonus or a 
long-term change in the way 
you’re being compensated 
is an important financial 
event. Consider speaking 

with a qualified financial 
planner or tax expert about 
any bonus news you receive 
and see how they think you 
should handle the money. 
 Keep in mind that 
the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice generally considers 
bonuses as supplemental 
wages that can be taxed at a 
higher rate. Check IRS Pub-
lication 15 for more detail. 
 Keep in mind that 
your salary level – not ex-
tra money you get from 
bonuses or other incentives 
– provides the basis for 
calculating your employee 
benefits and what a lender 
might offer for mortgages 
or other credit. In some cas-
es, it might be better to save 
or invest that bonus than to 
spend it outright. 
 Ask questions. 
Read any paperwork that 
accompanies your bonus 
information, write down 
questions and take them to 
your employer’s designated 
human resource representa-
tive or manager directly. 
 Be practical, but 
don’t forget the fun. Con-
sider treating your bonus 
like your paycheck – evalu-
ate what essential needs 
should be addressed first 
and figure out what you can Having The Cleanest Home

In The Neighborhood

Weekly Wealth For Your Health

was “excused from playing,” 
the tax applies to him under 
this provision. 
 But this argument 
failed for the simple reason 
that nothing in the regula-
tion addresses the additional 
significant fact of Saturday’s 
complete absence from  Cleve-
land. Had Saturday traveled to 
Cleveland with the team and 
been “excused from playing,” 
the language of the regulation 
might support imposing the 
tax. 
 But Saturday wasn’t 
even present at the game, 
and the regulation says noth-
ing about what to do when 
the athlete is not even in the 
city where the game is being 
played. Thus, the regulation is 
at best ambiguous as to wheth-
er the tax should be levied on 
Saturday. 
 Quite simply, Satur-
day’s absence from Cleveland 
and his performance of duties 
elsewhere on the same day 
raise a strong suggestion that 
the imposition of Cleveland 
tax would constitute extraterri-
torial taxation – which is pro-
hibited. 
 Therefore, we con-
cluded that neither Cleve-
land’s municipal-income-tax 
ordinance nor the regulation 
governing its application to 
nonresident professional ath-
letes authorizes the imposition 
of tax on Saturday’s income 
under the circumstances of this 
case. 
 We held – by a seven-
to-zero vote – that Cleveland 
lacked authority to impose 
a tax on Saturday’s income, 
given that none of the services 
for which he was compensated 
were performed in Cleveland 
during 2008. Accordingly, we 
reversed the BTA’s decision. 
We also sent the case back 
with the instruction that the 
Saturdays be granted a full re-
fund of Cleveland municipal 
income tax for 2008, along 
with the proper interest.

spend for fun. 
 Make a change if 
you need to. As more em-
ployers adopt variable pay 
and performance grading 
systems, consider issues 
beyond the money. For 
example, if you are doing 
work you love, will meeting 
new performance targets 
change how you feel about 
your job? Are you ready to 
take on the challenges of 
a workplace where you’re 
graded and evaluated in a 
different way than you are 
used to? 
 In some envi-
ronments, new employee 
compensation methods can 
be liberating and finan-
cially rewarding; in oth-
ers, it can make it tougher 
to stay. See where you 
stand, and if changing jobs 
might be worthwhile, con-
sider looking for a better 
opportunity (http://www.
practicalmoneyskills.com/
personalfinance/lifeevents/
work/landingjob.php). 
 Bottom line: The 
way workers are being paid 
is changing. It’s important 
to understand how one-time 
or annual bonuses might af-
fect your long-term financ-
es.

Angel Tree ceremony to honor victims
 Victim Assistance Pro-
gram will hold the 21st Annual 
Angel Tree Ceremony on Mon-
day, December 7th from 6:00-
7:30 p.m. Guests may arrive be-
ginning at 5:30 p.m. at the Akron 
Public Library Auditorium, 60 
South High St. 
 The event is free and 
open to the public. This year’s 
keynote speaker will be Pastor 
Eugene Norris, Mountain of the 
Lord. 
 Community members, 
friends, and family members of 
homicide victims are invited to 
come to this heartwarming, en-
couraging event where they will 
have the opportunity to remem-
ber their loved ones, place a spe-
cial angel ornament on a tree for 
each individual lost to homicide, 
and share memories with other 
attendees. The Angel Tree Cer-
emony expects to see over 100 
individuals to participate in this 
year’s event. 
 After a time of remem-
brance, there will be a brief pre-
sentation about the need to put an 
end to violence in the community. 
Then, individuals will be invited 
to address the audience and share 
a message to their loved one be-
fore adorning the tree with their 

angels. 
 Following the place-
ment, a slideshow will be pre-
sented with the 900+ names and 
pictures of those whose lives 
were taken as a result of vio-
lence during the last 21 years. 
During this time, family mem-
bers who chose not to publicly 
speak about their loved ones are 
invited to come forward to hang 
their angels on one of the three 
12-foot trees themselves. 

 Family members and 
friends of homicide victims are 
asked to submit a photo of their 
loved one to display on the Wall 
of Remembrance. The Angel 
Trees and the Wall of Remem-
brance will be on display at the 
library during the month of De-
cember. Survivors may donate a 
picture (5x7) of their loved one 
by calling Victim Assistance Pro-
gram at 330-376-0040.
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 “Champions are Forever II” an amateur boxing 
show returns on Saturday, December 5 at 6:00 p.m. at 
Summit Lake Community Center, 380 W. Croiser Street, 
Akron, 44311. For info, call Juan Jones at 330-604-1500.

OSU’s Barrett passed only 
15 times, completing nine for 
113 yards, including a 25 YD 
TD Pass to Jalin Marshall. 
Barrett also ran for 139 yards 
and three TDs. Elliot, who 
carried a mere 12 times in 
the last-play, three-point loss 
to Michigan State and voiced 
his displeasure about it, car-
ried 30 times for 214 yards 
and two TDs against Michi-
gan. He was so dominant that 
he lost yardage only on his 
final carry – on 4th Down – 
when OSU was running out 
the clock. Joshua Perry had a 
hand in 10 tackles and Rae-
kwon McMillan was in on 
nine. 
 After the game, 
Coach Urban Meyer praised 
his team for coming back 
so strongly from the previ-
ous week’s loss, which was 
“a kick in the stomach.” He 
noted that the key to winning 
was the offensive line’s dom-
inance over the Wolverine 
run defense, which came into 
the game as one of the best in 
the country. 
 Regarding Elliot, 
Meyer also proclaimed, “He 
should be in New York (as 
Heisman Trophy Finalist). 
He’s been one of the best 
in America. He should be a 
Heisman guy.” 
 Michigan State, by 
virtue of their 55-16 bomb-
ing of Penn State the same 
day, will play undefeated 
Iowa in the Big Ten title tilt. 
The Buckeyes,  #6 in the Col-
lege Football Playoffs rank-
ing, now await their fate: to 
see if any other teams ranked 
above them lose before the 
four playoff participants are 
named.

OSU throttle Michigan
By KARL BRYANT

 The Buckeyes com-
pletely throttled rival Michi-
gan in a 42-13 annihilation 
last Saturday. After OSU’s 
offense was stymied last 
week in a loss to Michigan 
State, first year Offensive Co-
ordinator Ed Warriner, who’s 
usually on the sideline, made 
play calls from the press box.  
(OSU’s crackerjack O.C. the 
last three years is the thriving 
Head Coach at 11-1 Hous-
ton.) The change was a suc-
cess as QB J.T. Barrett made 
an about face from his poor 
performance the week be-
fore. Ezekiel Elliot, who in 
the eyes of many (including 
his own), was used too little 
in that loss, had coaches call 
his number frequently and 
came through with fifth 200+ 
yard game of his career. 
 OSU vastly out-
rushed the Wolverines, 369 
yards to 57. Being behind and 
finding their running game 
ineffective, Michigan was 
forced to throw and gained 
307 yards. Jehu Chesson, a 
native of Liberia, caught nine 
balls for 111 yards, including 
the Wolverine’s only TD on a 
5 YD TD Pass. Jake Ruddock 
passed for 263 yards and the 
TD before being knocked out 
of the game by his Florida 
high school teammate, OSU 
All-American DE  Joey Bosa. 
As they say, with friends like 
that, you don’t need enemies. 
But, neither side was going 
to take prisoners in this huge 
rivalry. Wilton Speight came 
in to pass for 44 yards. Bosa 
also intercepted a pass by 
Speight. 
 With their running 
game nearly unstoppable, 

Browns streaking towards No. 1 Draft pick 

head  LeBron James grabs rebound against the Nets and dishes 
to an open Kevin Love. (ESDN Photo by Bill Moore of Minority 
Publishers Assn.)

CSU to play at Quicken Loans 
 Cleveland State’s basketball teams will play 
at Quicken Loans Arena on Saturday, December 5. 
At 1:00 p.m., the Lady Vikings (1-4) of the Hori-
zon League will take the court against traditional 
Mid-American Conference power Bowling Green 
(4-2). The Cleveland State University Men (2-5) 
will take on the MAC’s Kent State (3-2) about 20 
minutes after the Women’s game concludes.

 In a defensive battle it was the third-ranked University of Akron 
men’s soccer team that earned a hard-fought 2-1 victory over No. 11 SMU 
(15-3-4) in the third round of the NCAA Tournament last Sunday at First-
Energy Stadium – Cub Cadet Field. The triumph propelled the Zips (17-3-2) 
into the NCAA Tournament Quarterfinals for the first time since Akron cap-
tured the NCAA title in 2010. The Zips will host sixth-ranked Creighton on 
Saturday, Dec. 5, at 4 p.m. at FirstEnergy Stadium – Cub Cadet Field. Since 
2005, Akron owns a 15-4-7 mark in home NCAA Tournament games and 
will be meeting Creighton for the second time in tournament play all-time. 
The Bluejays advanced 5-4 on penalty kicks in the third round of the NCAA 
Tournament in 2012 after the two sides battled to a 1-1 double-overtime 
draw. The outcome in the affair on Sunday was ultimately decided by a pair 
of own goals, one for each side, with the Mustangs’ failed clearance result-
ing in the game-winning tally for the Zips in the 43rd minute (42:42).

Cavs suprisingly have trouble at home with losses
By KARL BRYANT 

 When the Cavs re-
turned Home for two games 
this week, it looked like they 
could be putting some distance 
between themselves and the 
rest of the NBA East, since they 
were 8-0 at the Quicken Loans 
Arena. Instead, they had a aw-
ful time with the four-win Nets, 
before pulling out a “W” on a 
last-minute basket by LeBron 
James. Then, in a forgettable 
effort against Washington, they 
were behind from the onset and 
absorbed a dozen-point beating 
by the Wizards. The result is that 
at press time, they are just one-
half game ahead of the Pacers, 
who’ve won their last six-in-a-
row. 
 In the game against 
Brooklyn, the Cavs fell behind 

by seven points at the end of the 
1st quarter. They made a come-
back in the middle periods, tak-
ing a one-point lead going into 
the final stanza. James made 
numerous in-close baskets, but 
while jacking up threes, made 
just one of six. Luckily, Kevin 
Love was hot from the outside, 
making six of 11 treys, includ-
ing four in the 3rd quarter to 
help bring the Cavs back into the 
game.  
 In the 4th quarter, 
James came through with 10 
points, including the winning 
basket on a 7 ½ -foot combina-
tion scoop shot/finger role – a 
shot he usually does not take. 
Fittingly, James and Love shared 
game-high scoring honors at 
26. Tristan Thompson put in 10 
points and had 11 rebounds. Nets 
7’ Brook Lopez scored 22 points 

and pulled down nine rebounds, 
while holding Timofey Mozgov, 
in his second game back from in-
jury, to 1 for 7 shooting. 
 Playing three days lat-
er against Washington, the Cavs 
must have been too rested. They 
made just 1/3 of their floor shots 
and 30 % of their treys. The Cavs 
were behind by double digits at 
the half and then saw their deficit 
balloon to 21 coming out at in-
termission. They unsuccessfully 
tried to play catch-up the rest of 
the night. 
 J.R. Smith was one of 
the main suspects, going 3 of 15 
and 3 for 11 from the perimeter. 
Unexpectedly, Love also joined 
in on the bricklaying, going just 
2 of 9 from the field, and drawing 
an ‘ohfer’ (0 for 3) from three-
point land. James led the Cavs 
with 24 points and 13 boards, but 
also was 0 for 3 from beyond the 
arc. James also committed nine 
huge turnovers. Matthew Della-
vedova did his best to make up 
the scoring slack by putting in 15 
points. He made three of three 
from Downtown. 
 Meanwhile, Washing-
ton’s John Wall put on a clinic 
– scoring 35 points on a variety 
of shots, dishing out 10 assists, 
and nabbing five steals. For the 
second straight game, an opposi-
tion Big Man, Marcin Gortat - 
conservatively-listed at 6’ 11” – 
wrecked havoc in the middle. In 

the 1st quarter, he had 10 points, 
4 rebounds, and 4 blocks. He 
finished with 15 points and 11 
rebounds. When he got in foul 
trouble, Washington went to a 
smaller lineup, which proved to 
be effective. Yet, the main prob-
lem was the Cavs collective bad 
shooting. 
 Mozgov went score-
less in nine minutes (0 for 3) and 
one might be a question whether 
or not he is fully recovered from 
shoulder problems. Anderson 
Verajao also played only nine 
minutes, scoring two points as 
Coach David Blatt also decided 
to go with a shorter lineup with 
the Cavs struggling underneath. 
That idea soon went South, too. 
Afterward, Blatt could just say, 
“There are going to be days like 
that: Today was one of those 
days.” 
 Former Cavs Coach 
Randy Whitman, now mentoring 
the Wizards, smiled and cracked, 
“I had some lineups out there to-
night that I don’t know if I would 
have dreamed about. I give them 
credit.” Old Friend, 6’ 10’’ Drew 
Gooden, who’s been out with in-
juries since mid-November, told 
Minority Publishers Assn., “I’m 
feeling much better. I hope to 
be able to play any day now. It’s 
been hard for us down low with 
the (Big Man) injuries. Today, it 
worked out pretty well.”

Akron Zips beats SMU in soccer tournament

By KARL BRYANT

 Monday Night Foot-
ball: It should have been excite-
ment in the air. Instead, there 
were thousands of already-sold 
empty seats, whose owners opt-
ed to stay home on a fine weather 
day for the last day of November. 
That’s what two wins in ten tries 
will do for you. By Tuesday, the 
Browns were 2-9 – tied for the 
worst in the NFL - and streaking 
toward that No. 1 Draft pick. 
 Browns fans that did 
come were screaming as the 
team lined up for a potential, al-
beit very hard-to-make, 51 YD 
FG against the Ravens. Why 
the Browns didn’t hurry up and 
throw to make it closer than 51 
yards, we don’t know. But, in 
this holiday season, giving a 
nod to “A Christmas Carol,” the 
Browns, “as fast as you can say, 
‘Jack Robinson,’” turned a pos-
sible victory into ignominious 
defeat. The fans began filing out 
of Browns’ First Energy Stadium 
before Will Hill who had picked 
up the blocked FG - reached the 
End Zone. 
 There was no need to 
follow along Hill’s trail to see if 
there were any yellow penalty 
flags left in his wake. No referee 
in his right mind would dare to 
call back this exclamation point 

on another Browns stupefying 
loss. There would be no repeat 
of the historically infamous 1991 
Orange Bowl “Rocket Play” – 
Notre Dame’s Rocket Ismail’s 
game-winning punt return TD 
against Colorado – being wiped 
out by a myopic, boneheaded of-
ficial’s so-called clipping penal-
ty, which  had no bearing on the 
play. 
 The 33-27 score would 
stand. Even as the NFL (No Fun 
League) officials kept insisting 
that “By rule, the extra point 
must be attempted,” even though 
there’s been many times when it 
hasn’t, each team gamely trotted 
out the requisite number of play-
ers in a nearly empty Stadium 
and fittingly, the Ravens took a 
knee. A kick, or a blocked kick 
returned by the Browns for a 
meaningless two points, would 
have been anticlimactic. 
 Browns QB Josh Mc-
Cown’s gutsy performance went 
for naught. McCown has had 
a season full of injuries, made 
more possible by the Browns’ 
underachieving offensive line, 
which is looking-more-and-more 
porous every time out. He suf-
fered a fractured collar bone and 
is done for the season. He threw 
for 212 yards and a TD Pass off, 
of a scramble, to Marlon Moore 
before having to leave the field. 

He actually collapsed while 
walking toward the sidelines. 
 Since Johnny Man-
ziel is being made to stand in a 
corner for being one of the few 
players in the NFL to be a party 
boy (wink, wink), normal 3rd 
string QB Austin Davis came on 
in relief. Davis actually did pret-
ty well – throwing a long bomb 
TD Pass to Travis Benjamin 
to tie the game. Unfortunately, 
he made some mistakes, which 
since he’s not a Rookie, are quite 
puzzling. 
 While scrambling for a 
1st Down, he slid to the ground, 
ala Kenny Lofton, for no ap-
parent reason. All he had to do 
was run out of bounds and stop 
the clock. He also took way 
too much time between plays, 
although the Browns said his 
helmet communicator wasn’t 
working properly at that time. 
It figures. (By the way, what 
did they do in the “old days” 
before helmet communicators 
or in the days before they wore 
helmets?!) Since you’re dealing 
with a young QB, the finger also 
has to be pointing at coaching. 
By the way, Austin will start this 
Sunday against the Bengals. 
 The Browns pass de-
fenders did a bit better playing 
against a backup QB themselves. 
Matt Shaub, playing in place 

of out-for-the-year Joe Flacco, 
threw for 232 yards and two 
TDs. However, the veteran QB, 
who’d not started in two years, 
also threw two interceptions – 
one returned by Karlos Dansby 
for a TD, and another by Tramon 
Williams that set up the Browns 
embarrassing game-ending FG 
attempt. 
 The Browns made a 
meager 63 yards rushing, while 
the Ravens ran for a service-
able 104. Old Friend Terrence 
West had 37 yards in seven car-
ries. Isaiah Crowell, who the 
Browns retained in lieu of West, 
had seven yards in seven carries. 
But, the Ravens also showed that 
they did not fear the Browns run 
defenders when they went for it 
(and made it) on 4th Down from 
their own 24 yard line! At the be-
ginning of the 4th quarter! While 
they had the lead! 
 Afterward, concern-
ing the shocking ending, Ravens 
Coach John Harbaugh muttered, 
“I’ve never seen anything like 
that in my life.” About his Spe-
cial Teams, which scored on the 
blocked FG and an 82 YD Punt 
Return TD, Harbaugh said, “It 
goes back to leadership. We have 
a lot of good Special Teams play-
ers. We’re very well coached.”

Rouse

Boxing Nostalgia
By JIM AMATO

 One of the top 
fighters in the light heavy-
weight division during the 
60’s was Roger Rouse.
 He twice failed in 
gallant attempts at winning 
the world championship. 
 He also represented 
the Untied States as a mid-
dleweight in the 1956 Olym-
pics at Melbourne, Austra-
lia. He was eliminated in the 
quarter final round. 
 Rouse turned pro-
fessional in April of 1958 
and went undefeated in his 
first 13 bouts. 
 He suffered his first 
defeat in 1960 to Babe Sim-
mons. He was inactive in 
1961 and in his only bout of 
1962, he lost to Sid Carter. 
 Rouse got his ca-
reer back on track in 1963 
with two wins over Frank 

Roger Rouse fought for the title twice

Niblett. He also defeated 
Chuck Leslie and Sonny 
Miles. He was stopped in 
seven rounds by Dean Bo-
gany. 
 He opened 1964 
with a loss to Hank Casey. 
He then rebounded with four 
straight wins including a one 
round kayo over Johnny Per-
sol. 

 In 1965, he stepped 
into the big time. He lost to 
Henry Hank and Eddie Cot-
ton, but he stopped Cotton in 
a re-match. 
 He went undefeated 
in 1966 scoring knockouts 
over Don Turner, Rudolph 
Bent, and Leslie Borden. He 
finished the year with a deci-
sion over Cotton. 
 In 1967, Rouse 
halted Dave Russell. He then 
turned the tables on Hank and 
also beat journeyman Bobby 
Rascon. He had not lost since 
April of 1965 and was unde-
feated in his last ten bouts. 
 He was now 
matched with the world 
champion Dick Tiger. They 
met on November 17, 1967 
in Las Vegas. 
 Rouse was over-
matched and although he put 

up a game struggle, Tiger 
kayoed him in the 12th round. 
 Rouse returned to 
the ring in July of 1968 and 
drew with rugged Andy Ken-
dall. This led him to a bout 
with the man who took the 
crown from Tiger, Bob Fos-
ter. 
 They met on Sep-
tember 9, 1968 at Washing-
ton D.C. in a non-title fight. 
Again Rouse was game to the 
core but Foster had too much 
power and the bout was halt-
ed in the fifth round. 
 Rouse would con-
tinue his career and would 
eventually meet Foster for the 
title. 
 Again he was 
soundly beaten. He would 
then fade from the lime light 
after a distinguished amateur 
and pro career.
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Help your heart by eating seafood 
 (NAPSI) Here’s 
food for thought: Eating sea-
food can be good for your 
health, especially your heart. 
In fact, seafood is one of the 
leanest sources of protein and 
packed with omega-3s, vi-
tamins and minerals, which 
helps prevent many of the 
chronic diseases affecting 
Americans today. 
 The USDA Dietary 
Guidelines recommend eat-
ing at least two servings of 
seafood a week, which can 
reduce the risk of dying from 
heart disease by at least 36 
percent. Unfortunately, only 
10 percent of Americans 
follow this recommenda-
tion. Recently, the Seafood 
Nutrition Partnership (SNP) 
launched a public health edu-
cation campaign to educate 
Americans about the health 
benefits of seafood and con-
duct seafood-focused cook-
ing demonstrations, health 
screenings and other events 
in cities across the country.
 “I am proud to be a 
part of the Seafood Nutrition 
Partnership to help inspire 
healthy habits like eating sea-
food,” said Detlef Schrempf, 
former NBA basketball star 
and member of SNP’s board. 
“Say yes to seafood, for your 
health.”
 In our busy lives, it 
can be difficult to figure out 
how to prepare simple healthy 
meals that everyone will love. 
Seafood is easier to find and 
prepare than you might think. 
There are many seafood op-
tions that can be prepared in 
15 minutes or less, and more 
restaurants serve seafood as 
part of a growing effort to 
provide healthier menu op-
tions.
 If you are not sure 
where you can find seafood 
in your community, ask your 
local grocer what seafood is 
in season and remember that 
frozen or canned seafood is 
just as healthy as fresh, and 

is a tasty, cost-effective alterna-
tive.
 Dining out can take the 
pressure off how to prepare your 
favorite seafood dish and is a 
good way to figure out what you 
might like. Whether it is a quick 
meal or a sit-down restaurant, 
there are more and more healthy 
seafood options available these 
days. Remember to go for some-
thing broiled, grilled, seared, 
steamed or sautéed instead of 
fried or battered, and be sure to 
go light on the butter to get the 
maximum health benefits.
 Try this easy recipe 
below, and for other simple 
and cost-effective recipes, visit 
www.SeafoodNutrition.org.
 Italian Tuna Salad
 (Prep time: 15 min-
utes; serves 4)
 2 (5-oz.) cans tuna 
packed in olive oil
 5-oz. bag mixed salad 
greens
 1 can green beans, low 
sodium
 1 potato, cubed, boiled 
and cooled
 2 oz. black olives, pit-
ted and sliced
 1 cucumber, chopped
 2 oz. cherry tomatoes
 1 Tbsp. balsamic vin-
egar
 3 pinches oregano, 
dried
 3 Tbsp. olive oil
 Salt and pepper to 
taste
 Make sure potatoes 
are pre-cooked by boiling for 
15 minutes. Drain oil from tuna 
into a bowl. Set tuna aside. Add 
to the oil from the tuna can olive 
oil, vinegar, oregano, salt and 
pepper. Mix dressing well. Add 
raw vegetables and dressing. 
Top tuna onto salad.
 For other healthful 
information and recipes, and to 
take the Healthy Heart Pledge, 
visit www.SeafoodNutrition.
org. You can also go to their 
Facebook, Pinterest, Twitter and 
Instagram accounts for recipes 
and inspiration.

'Surviving the Game' is an entertaining film
By C.M. APPLING

 Before he became 
an African-American film-
maker in his own right, Er-
nest R. Dickerson worked 
as cinematographer for 
several of Spike Lee’s ini-
tial motion-pictures, such 
as School Daze, Do The 
Right Thing, and Mo’ Bet-
ter Blues.  His first, major 
success as a black direc-
tor was with Juice (1992): 
a coming-of-age in the 
‘hood story starring late, 
rap icon Tupac Shakur.   
 Dickerson also 
broke the color barrier in 
film by joining the ranks 
of white, horror movie 
filmmakers like George 
Romero, John Carpenter 
and Wes Craven by di-
recting two, major, horror 
motion-pictures.  
 Demon Knight 
(1995) starred Jada 
Pinkett-Smith as one of a 
small group of New Mex-
ico, motel residents fight-
ing demons from hell that 
are intent on taking over 
the Earth.  
 And, Bones 
(2001) starred rapper 
Snoop Doggy Dogg as a 
slain, 70’s hustler brought 

back to life 
seeking revenge on the 
reunited conspirators who 
killed him 30 years ago. 
But, with Surviving the 
Game (1994), Dickerson 
worked with another rap-
per/actor, Ice-T, in an ac-
tion-thriller.
 The movie begins 
with a dredlocked, home-
less, black man named 
Jack Mason (Ice-T) who 
is saddened after his dog, 
Mingo, is killed by a 
taxi cab.  He is watched 
by a mysterious, black 
man named Walter Cole 
(Charles S. Dutton).  Af-
ter burying the pet, Mason 
wanders the streets with 
his elderly, white friend 
Hank (Jeff Corey) search-
ing for food in garbage 
bins.  That
evening, after the two 
help feed a homeless fam-
ily with stolen meat, Hank 
tries to console Mason, 
pledging to help him ‘get 
back on his feet’.  But, 
when Hank dies in his 
sleep, a seriously 
depressed Mason is ap-
proached by Cole (who 
is helping distribute free 
meals to the homeless).
 After attempt-
ing suicide by stepping in 
front of a moving truck, 
Cole pulls Mason to safe-
ty. Cole offers Mason a job 
as a ‘survival guide’ for a 
hunting group he is associ-
ated with.  Cole gives him 
a business card to meet 
a business man named 
Thomas Burns (Rutger 
Hauer).  
 When they meet, 
Burns tests Mason’s ‘en-
durance’ by having him 
run on a treadmill for 30 
minutes.  After passing the 
‘test’, Burns ‘hires’ Mason 
for $500 a week with a 
$200 advance.  Burns and 
Cole fly Mason in a pri-
vate plane to ‘Hell’s Can-
yon’ in the forest of the 
U.S. Northwest, across the 
Oregon border.
 At a remote cabin, 
Mason meets the rest of 
the ‘hunting party’: ‘Doc’ 
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Hawkins (Gary Busey) 
a CIA psychiatrist who 
founded the hunting club; 
Derek Wolfe, Sr. (F. Mur-
ray Abraham) a Wall Street 
executive; Derek Wolfe, 
Jr. (William McNamara) 
his young adult son; and, 
John Griffin (John C. Mc-
Ginley) a Texas oil tycoon.  
 At dinner that 
evening, they serve a 
roasted hog’s head.  After 
the meal, Hawkins tells a 
brutal story of how when 
he was 8-years old, his 
father made him fight his 
pet bulldog in a battle to 
prove his ‘manhood’.  At 
dawn the next morning, 
Mason wakes to find Cole 
pointing a gun at his head.  
The group of demented sa-
dists inform Mason that he 
is going to be hunted and 
they give him a head start 
running as long as it takes 
them to eat breakfast.
 Mason runs into 
the woods.  When Derek, 
Jr, objects to their mad 
plan, Wolfe, Sr. forces him 
to remain with them.  Us-
ing motorbikes and ATV’s 
(All-Terrain Vehicles) to 
track him, the hunters find 
out that Mason has dou-
bled-back to the cabin.  
 When Mason 
breaks into a locked door 
to look for weapons, he 
discovers their sick, ma-
cabre ‘trophy room’ where 
they have put the decapi-
tated heads of former, hu-
man ‘prey’ in preserved 
jars.  
 He finds the em-
balming fluid and uses the 
liquid to set the cabin on 
fire.  Hawkins charges at 
Mason with an insane yell 
while Derek, Jr. saves his 
father from burning.  Ma-
son throws Hawkins into 
the exploding, log struc-
ture.  They chase Mason 
until they lose him when 
he jumps off a cliff into a 
river below.
 Mason tricks them 
into following a false trail 
by using lit cigarettes, then 
kidnaps Griffin when he is 
isolated from the others.  

Hiding out in a cave that 
night, a bound Griffin re-
veals his personal loss by 
telling Mason how a home-
less stranger killed his 
daughter.  Mason reveals 
his own, epic tragedy tell-
ing Griffin he lost his own 
wife and infant daughter in 
a fire.  The next morning, 
a suddenly sympathetic 
Griffin is killed by his fel-
low ‘friends’ when he tells 
them he wants to quit.  
Mason rigs Cole’s ATV to 
explode and when it does, 
Cole’s legs are blown off.
 Burns chokes 
Cole to death to spare him 
further ‘suffering’.  Using 
a fallen tree to cross a ra-
vine, Derek, Jr. slips and 
plummets to his death.  
 That night, Mason 
confronts Wolfe, Sr. and 
while they fight, a cam-
ouflaged Burns watches 
nearby.  As the sun rises, 
Mason knocks Wolfe out 
and uses an ATV to chase 
Burns back to the private 
plane.  
 Burns causes the 
plane to explode, thinking 
Mason was killed in the 
blast.  But, as Burns takes 
flight away in another 
plane, Mason rises from 
the ashes.
 Back in Seattle, 
Washington, three days 
later, Burns colors his hair 
from blond to brunette 
and, donning the attire of 
a holy Monseigneur, he 
prepares his passports to 
‘disappear’.  
 But,Mason ap-
pears and after they fight 
viciously in an alley, Ma-
son rigs Burns’ rifle to 
backfire, killing Burns 
when he planned to shoot 
Mason in the back as he 
walked away.
 Surviving the 
Game is an entertaining, 
action film with a strong, 
supporting cast of  Hauer, 
Dutton, Busey, Abraham 
and McGinley to help the 
neo-lead performance of 
Ice-T to success in one of 
director Dickerson’s better 
motion-pictures.

Jill Scott to headline concert at Conner Palace Theatre
 Three-time Gram-
my Award-winning singer-
songwriter Jill Scott will per-
form at the Conner Palace 
on Monday, December 14 at 
8:00 p.m. Tickets are on sale 
at plaayhousesquare.org and 
by calling 2216-2241-6000.
 Scott is  the New 
York Times best selling 
poet, and she is a critically 
acclaimed actress. Before 
having the #1 album in the 
country with her new album 
"The Light Of The Sun", 
performing at The White 

House, being named People 
Magazine's Top TV Breakout 
Star of 2010 and appearing on 
VH1 Divas alongside Aretha 

Franklin, the triple threat 
began her career collaborat-
ing with musical icons, The 
Roots, Will Smith, and Com-
mon in the late 90s. 
 In 2000, she released 
her much anticipated de-
but record, Who is JillScott? 
Words & Sounds, Vol. 1, a 
double platinum album that 
earned Scott several Grammy 
nominations, including Best 
New Artist. Two more criti-
cally acclaimed albums fol-
lowed, Beautifully Human: 
Words & Sounds, Vol. 2 and 

Scott

The Real Thing: Words & 
Sounds, Vol. 3 which gar-
nered two more Grammy 
Awards and spawned mul-
tiple worldwide tours.
 Scott is a true 
multimedia brand across 
books,clothing, TV and film. 
Scott was cast as the lead 
character in the HBO/BBC 
mini series filmed on location 
in Botswana, The No.1 Ladies 
Detective Agency, a Pea-
body Award-winning show 
directed by the late Oscar 
Award-winning director An-

thony Minghella. She starred 
alongside Tyler Perry & Janet 
Jackson in the #1 national 
movie series Why Did I Get 
Married? Scott penned The 
Moments, The Minutes, The 
Hours, a compilation of po-
ems that became a New York 
Times bestseller. Scott de-
veloped an intimates line for 
Ashley Stewart and founded 
Blues Babe, a 501(c)3 foun-
dation that has raised hun-
dreds of thousands dollars 
to support minority students 
pursuing college degrees.

Just
Jazz

By NANCY ANN LEE

 C o r n e t i s t a n d 
bandleader (Joe) King Oliver
was born in 1885 in New Orleans
 His career began in 
hometown brass bands, dance
bands, and other small groups
in Crescent City cabarets and
bars.
 Claimed to be the spiri-
tual father of syncopated ("hot") 
jazz, he moved to Chicago in 1918 
and formed King
Oliver's Creole Jazz Band (June 
1922) with cornetists Louis Arm-
strong, clarinetist Johnny Dodds, 
trombonist Honore Dutrex, pia-
nist Lil Hardin, drummer Baby 
Dodds, and bassist-banjo player 
Bill
Johnson.
 Oliver began recording 
in 1923 what are now considered 
historic masterpieces.
 After Armstrong de-
parted in 1924, Oliver completely 
reorganized his band to include 
saxophones.
 He went to New York, 
had a successful but brief club 
engagement before
his group disbanded.
 He toured widely in the 
Midwest and upper South
from 1920-1936, but made no
further recordings after 1931. 
Considered to be an important 
New Orleans-style musician, his 
recordings have been reissued.
 His tune "Dipper Mouth 
Blues," later known as
"Sugar Foot Stomp," became a 
classic.
 Although he was an 
excellent bandleader, Oliver's
playing style was superseded by 
Louis Armstrong's and by 1937 he 
was forgotten and in
failing health.
 He died in Savannah
in 1938.

King Oliver

 If you would 
like to be a Beauty of The 
Week, send photo, phone 
number and information 
to EAST SIDE DAILY 
NEWS or call (216) 721-
1674.

 

 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  






 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 










Beauty of the Week: is 
Beautiful looking Jen-
nifer  Babb. Babb, who is 
a world-wide recognized 
model, was featured in the 
Bronze Beauty Calender. 
(ESDN Photo by Howard 
Moorehead)

Chris' Cinema Trivia &
Movie Match Up
By CHRIS APPLING



  

TRIVIA - (Biographies)

 1. In the HBO cable 
film The Josephine Baker Story 
(1991), actress Lynn Whitfield 
portrayed the great, American 
expatriate dancer who fled to 
Paris, France and became an 
international sensation and the 
richest black woman in the '20's 
and '30's; but who is the veteran, 
black actor that portrayed a U.S.
serviceman that inspires her to 
return to performing after she 
experiences great pain and loss?
 2. In what musical 
mini-series do actor Lawrence 
Hilton Jacobs and actress Angela 
Bassett portray a '60's, lower-
class, black couple from Gary, 
Indiana who take their five sons
(Jackie, Tito, Jermaine, Marlon 
and Michael) to audition for Mo-
town Record's President Berry 
Gordy to become the most fa-
mous, musical family in history?
 3. Who is the light-
skinned, green-eyed actress/
singer in The Courage To Love 
(2000) that portrayed the story of 
Henriette Delille: a quadroon in
pre-Civil War New Orleans who 

rejects the female, Creole tradi-
tion of being kept by a wealthy, 
white man to instead become a 
Catholic nun and teach slave 
children to read and write?
 4. In Livin' For Love: 
The Natalie Cole Story (2001), 
actress Teresa Randle portrays 
the young-adult Natalie while 
Diahann Carroll portrays Cole's 
mother, but who is the African-
American actor who portrayed 
the singer's legendary father, 
Nat King Cole?
 5. In what film does 
African-American director 
Julie Dash have actress Angela 
Bassett portray the special bus 
rider who made history by 
sparking the '60's Civil Rights 
Movement
when she was arrested for re-
fusing to give up her Jim Crow 
seat for a white passenger?

ANSWERS: 1. Louis Gos-
sett, Jr. 2. 'The Jacksons: An 
American Dream' (1997) 3. 
Vanessa L. Williams 4. James 
McDaniel 5. 'The Rosa Parks 
Story' (2002)

MOVIE MATCH-UP - (The Jacksons: An American Dream)

ACTORS/ACTRESSES:
1.Angela Bassett
2. Lawrence Hilton Jacobs
3. Holly Robinson-Peete
4. Billy Dee Williams
5. Vanessa L. Williams

ROLES:
a) dad, Joe Jackson
b)assistant Suzanne De-
Passe
c) producer Berry Gordy
d) mom, Katherine Jackson

Cirque du Soleil coming to the city
 Thrilling more 
than 4.5 million people 
worldwide since the show 
premiered in Montreal in 
2009, OVO will embark on 
a new journey, performing 
the same captivating pro-
duction, but now in arenas 
throughout North America, 
giving more people the op-
portunity to enjoy a Cirque 
du Soleil show in their own 

town. OVO will be performing 
in Cleveland, Ohio in 2016. 
Details about show dates and 
tickets will be communicated 
to the public later. 
 OVO, meaning “egg” 
in Portuguese, is a headlong 
rush into a colorful ecosystem 
teeming with life, where in-
sects work, eat, crawl, flutter, 
play, fight and look for love in 
a non-stop riot of energy and 

movement. 
 When a mysterious 
egg appears in their midst, 
the insects are awestruck and 
intensely curious about this 
iconic object that represents 
the enigma and cycles of their 
lives. 
 It is love at first sight 
when a gawky, quirky insect 
arrives in this bustling com-
munity and a fabulous lady-
bug catches his eye – and the 
feeling is mutual. 
 The cast of OVO is 
comprised of 50 performing 
artists from 12 countries spe-
cializing in many acrobatic 
acts. One highlight of OVO 
is the stunning Flying Act 
in which a group of scarabs 
soar high above the stage, 
from both edges to the middle 
landing on a platform. 
 The Creative Team 
behind the world of OVO is:  
Artistic Guides Guy Laliberté 
and Gilles Ste-Croix; Writer, 
Director and Choreographer 

Deborah Colker (first fe-
male director at Cirque du 
Soleil); Director of Creation 
Chantal Tremblay; Set and 
props Designer Gringo Car-
dia; Costume Designer Liz 
Vandal; Composer and Mu-
sical Director Berna Cep-
pas; Lighting Designer Éric 

Champoux; Sound Designer 
Jonathan Deans and for the 
first time at Cirque du So-
leil: Rigging and Acrobatic 
Equipment Designer Fred 
Gérard;  Acrobatic Perfor-
mance Designer Philippe Au-
bertin; and Makeup Designer 
Julie Bégin.

Tenors at Ohio  
 The Three Tenors 
(who can't sign) will per-
form at Ohio Theatre on Fri-
day, February 5, 2016 and 
tickets are on sale at www.
playhousesquare.org.
 The Three 
Tenors(who can't sign) stars 
Vic DiBitetto, the Godfather 

of comedy, and tow guys from 
his neighborhood, Richie Mi-
nervini and Fred Rubino.
 The three will bring 
their brand of stand-up com-
edy which has taken the inter-
net by storm to the stage. It's 
comedy in a red sauce- an of-
fer you can't refuse!
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Avant-Garda pop-up holiday markets to be held

Mother invents feeding solution for infants

Avant-Garde Art & Craft 
Show is finishing off the 
2015 shopping season 
with two holiday pop-
up shops in Northeast 
Ohio.Described as a fun, 
funky, indie inspired ar-
tisan and crafter market, 
this show is perfect for 
those looking for some-
thing a little different this 
holiday season. Com-
ing up in December, two 
events will take place in 
Chagrin Falls and Fair-

lawn. 
 A local favorite, 
the Chagrin Falls show 
takes place on Saturday, 
December 12th (10am-
5pm) and Sunday, De-
cember 13th (11am-5pm) 
at the Federated Church- 
Family Life Center- 
16349 Chillicothe Road. 
A portion of the Chagrin 
Falls event proceeds will 
be donated to the Adopt a 
Family Association, a lo-
cal Northeast Ohio non-

  (ESDN photo by Terry Gallagher)

FATHER’S DREAM’S APPLIANCES

Sales - Service - Parts
Open Mon.- Sat. 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Washers - Dryers - Refrigerators
Ranges - Freezers 

3319 E. 93rd Street
Cleveland, Ohio 44104

(216) 441-1466

9520 Woodland Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44104

(216) 421-1570

TWO LOCATIONS: 

“We Deliver Anywhere In Cuyahoga County”
“MAKE US FEEL GOOD, Tell us You Saw Our

Ad In EAST SIDE DAILY NEWS!”

County Vouchers Accepted

Visit Our Website: www.fdappliances.com

Name

Arrested? Injured?
Remember, First, 

That What You Say
Will Be Used Against You! 

Then Call Me For Discussion

James A. Gay 
Attorney At Law

(216) 429-9493
Email:  attyjimgay@aol.com

Crittenden

 When Chagrin 
Falls native Carrie Craw-
ford (a mother of two), 
held her baby in a blanket 
for feedings, two things 
always occurred. 
 One, the blanket 
offered no support for 
the baby and constantly 
moved. 
 Two, she con-
tinually experienced arm 
and elbow discomfort 
while sitting and holding 
the baby. The worst part? 
When she finally rocked 
her children to sleep and 
went to put them down to 
bed, the blanket would 
get caught under her arm, 
waking up the sleeping 
baby, and thus, starting 
the process over again. 
That’s when she came up 
with an idea and solution 
to help parents with the 
Comfy Cradle™. 
 The Comfy 
Cradle™ is a simple but 
practical product that 
creates a “Why didn’t I 

Show Room & Outlet Store

think of that?” reaction 
every time it’s present-
ed. Its convenient and 
simple design features 
a soft miniature pillow 
that wraps around your 
arm in just the right spot 
and keeps both baby and 
mom comfortable. 
 Attached with 
Velcro, the item is also 
easily washable and hy-
poallergenic. In addition 
to being a practical feed-
ing solution, this product 
also creates the perfect 
position for nursing and 
bottle feedings, which 
helps aid in better diges-
tion as well as prevents 
reflux in infants. 
 “When it came 
to the concept of the 
Comfy Cradle™, I kept 
thinking, there has to be 
some way that a baby can 
be secure and comfort-
able, while also allowing 
me to be comfortable,” 
Crawford said. “It be-
came my own personal 

mission to come up with 
a solution to this every-
day problem that moth-
ers and family members 
face. So, after a lot of 
imagining, drawing, and 
a few prototypes, the 
Comfy Cradle™ was 
born!” 
 For Crawford, 
prototypes quickly turned 
into working models, 
which then lead her to 
seek out a local manufac-
turing company to keep 
up with the demand and 
popularity of the product. 
 As a result, 
Comfy Cradle™ has be-
gun to make its way into 
homes around the coun-
try. Crawford has utilized 
the power of social me-
dia and Etsy to sell her 
product online. 
 In addition, she 
also has taken to the di-
rect consumer market 
and has sold her product 
at various fine art and 
craft events around the 

region and national trade 
shows. 
 In 2013 Craw-
ford was named the Best 
Baby shower gift by both 
Metro Mom’s Dallas and 
Mom’s Shopping En-
gine. 
 “Probably my 
favorite part of this jour-
ney so far has been the 
ability to connect with 
other like-minded par-
ents who have experi-
enced the same frustra-
tions that I have. It has 
been such a fulfilling ex-
perience to present them 
with a solution,” said 
Crawford. “It’s really ex-
citing to see my idea that 
was once a drawing on a 
piece of paper, come to 
life before my eyes and 
have someone interested 
in using it in their house-
hold,” Crawford said. 
 For those in-
terested in the Comfy 
Cradle™, the versatile 
product easily fits in 

diaper bags, making it 
perfect for those travel-
ing or needing to feed on 
the go. It also comes in a 
variety of colors and pat-
terns, making it not only 
practical, but also fun. 
 The product 
costs $27.99, and makes a 
great gift for new moms, 
aunts, uncles, grandpar-
ents, baby showers, or as 
a gift for the holidays. 
 You can also 
purchase the Comfy 
Cradle™ directly from 
the company’s website at 
www.comfy-cradle.com 
 When asked, 
Crawford hopes to con-
tinue to take Comfy 
Cradle™ to new markets 
and grow her business 
throughout the local re-
gion and country.
 “If someone had 
asked me before if I ever 
saw myself as an entre-
preneur or mompreneur 
one day, I would have 
laughed,” Crawford said. 

“But now, the possibili-
ties seem to be endless. 
I’ve come so far in just a 
few years that I can only 
imagine the opportuni-
ties for Comfy Cradle™ 
moving forward.” 

 For informa-
tion on Comfy Cradle™ 
please view the infor-
mational product video 
at the following link: 
Introducing the Comfy 
Cradle. 

 To arrange in-
terviews with Crawford, 
please contact Becki 
Silverstein at info@re-
beccaadeleevents.com, 
or via phone at 440-227-
8794. 

profit. 
 The final show 
for the 2015 season, is lo-
cated in Fairlawn, at the 
St. George’s Fellowship 
Center 3204 Ridgewood 
Rd. This one-day event 
will take place on Satur-
day, December 19th from 
10:00am-5:00pm. A por-
tion of the Fairlawn event 
proceeds will be donated 
to local non-profit, Paws 
and Prayers for animal 
rescue. 

 Tickets for both 
events are $3 for the pub-
lic. Admission for chil-
dren 12 and under is free. 
Parking is free at both 
events. 
 Shoppers can 
expect to find a wide 
variety of unique, hand-
made gifts from local art-
ists. These include upcy-
cled art, paintings, bath 
products, photography, 
and apparel. 
 Each artist has a 
unique story and Avant-
Garde Art & Craft Show 
gives them a vending 
venue for their inimitable 
craft. 
 If last minute 
holiday shoppers are 
tired of the same winter 
shopping they encounter 
year after year, they can 
go to one of these two 
craft shows for a refresh-
ing experience. 

 Each year, the 
Avant-Garde Art & Craft 
shows are held through-
out different regions in 
Ohio. Each event fea-
tures local artists and 
draws attention to the lo-
cal talent. The Fairlawn 
and Chagrin Falls shows 
are actually two of 14 
shows that Becki Silver-
stein manages each year. 
The events can be found 
in six different regions 
throughout the state. 
 Silverstein, a 
crafter has experience 
on both ends of the craft 
show business as a cus-
tomer and vendor. 
 “I love manag-
ing the shows because 
I get to see all the ex-
ceptionally unique art” 
says Silverstein, “These 
artists create pieces as 
unique as their own artis-
tic backgrounds.”

 Florence Zeno-
bia Crittenden, who died 
in 2001 from complica-
tions arising from her bat-
tle with Juvenile Diabetes 
and who would have been 
49 years old on November 
7, is remembered by friend 
and families. 
 Karen Wilson, 
Florence’s mother, became 
a team captain of the Flor-
ence Zenobia Crittenden 
Foot Soldiers for  the an-
nual Juvenile Diabetes Re-
search Foundation (JDRF) 
to raise funds to help find a 
cure for diabetes.
 Since 2001, Wil-
son and her team has par-
ticipated in the JDRF Walk 
at the Cleveland Zoo and 
during the 2015 walk more 
than 6,000 volunteers 
raised almost $758,000.00 
for JDRF. 
 The Florence 
Zenobia Crittenden Foot 
Soldiers/Miss Clairol 
team of Peggy Harris, 
Pam Mason, K.C. Kulgen, 
Steven Hayes, Cynthia 
Knox, Daniel Crawl and 
OBQuise Ray surpassed 
their 2015 of goal of 
$1,500.00. 

In memorium:Florence Zenobia Crittenden

 Wilson wrote the 
following letter in memo-
ry of her daughter and to 
comfort families dealing 
with the loss of a love one 
during the holidays:
Dear Florence:
 Mommy’s never 
left alone. I miss you so 
much, But from the time 
I wake until the time I go 
to sleep, I have joy in my 
heart knowing that (Flor-
enc) you’ll always be alive 
in my heart. I’m going to 
put on my robe of honor 
and tell your story of  how 
I made it over. It still hurts, 
but I’m healing, trusting in 
God. God has brought me 

through 15 years - He will 
continue to do so. There 
have been some bumps 
in the road, but I’m still 
standing. Sometimes I 
may break down, but I will 
continue in your memory. 
 For anyone, if 
you have not lost a child 
you can’t imagine the 
loss one feels but be enc-
ouaged because through 
prayer God will bring you 
through. 
 Happy 49th 
birthday! Miss Clairol-Ev-
eryone said nobody could 
do hair like “Flo-Flo” and 
color hair like you! 
 Florence, no-
body’s hair was more 
beautiful when done by 
your hands! Florence, you 
are missed so much!
 You will always 
be alive in my heart, and 
remembered by friends, 
aunts, uncles, cousins, and 
grandmother. Love, Mom 
 Anyone wish-
ing to become a Florence 
Zenobia Crittenden “Foot 
Soldiers” or to donate to 
JDRF, call Wilson at 216-
491-4912 or visit www.
jdrf.org/donate. 


