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Armond Budish to speak at Eliza Bryant
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join a panel of speakers on ways to combat racism, discrimination and opression in Arab, Black,
and Latino communities at Cleveland State University, main classroom auditorium, 2121 Euclid
Ave., on Friday, April 15 at 6:00 p.m. For information, go to https://www.facebook.com/ClevelandStateMSA. Admission is free.

Willis

India Simone Willis is the
daughter of Anthony Willis and
Tiffany Dixon. India is 13 years old
and her favorite activities are playing
dress up and riding her bike. India is
a eighth grader and her favorite food
is donuts. She is the grandaughter of
Thea Duckett and William Dixon.

Eliza Bryant Village Board of Trustees
will hold its annual meeting at Eliza Bryant Village, 7201 Wade Park Ave. on Monday, April 25
at 6:00 p.m. Cuyahoga County Executive Armond Budish will be the keynote speaker. RSVP
to Anita Bailey at 216-361-6141, ext 112 or
email:abailey@elizabethbryant.org.
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Hill’s attorney asks for grand jury transcripts

Three armed gunmen held Joycelyn Henry and other store employees hostage at T & J Beverage, 12916 Forest Avenue, (corner of E. 130th Street and Forest
Avenue), while their accomplices rocked the ATM machine off its foundation and
carried the ATM to their getaway SUV. From the store survellience, it appears that
the ATM would not fit in the vehicle so that that the robbers drove off with the ATM
hanging out of the trunk.

Attorney Michael Cheselka has
accused Cuyahoga County Prosecutor Tiimothy McGinty of misuing the grand jury
process.
Judge Joseph Russo dismissed
all charges against Devonta Hill, 23, in the
death of his friend, Kenneth Smith, an unarmed African American teenager who was
fatally shot by Cleveland Police Officer
Roger Jones. Russo also terminated Hill’s
home detention.
During the four years since Jones
shot and killed Smith on March 10, 2012,
Hill, spent more than two years in jail before his million dollar bail was reduced, and
he was allowed to go home to await trial.
Following a case in which a
federal jury found Jones liable for Smith’s
death, attorney Michael Cheselka, Hill’s
attorney, filed a motion for all charges to be
dismissed. With the motion granted, Hill’s

mother cried, and she thanked Cheselka for treating Hill like his own son.
Hill went home to celebrate the end of
a legal nightmare as a free man.
However, unbeknownst to
the Hill family, before the close of
business that afternoon, McGinty convened a grand jury, and he re-indicted
Hill.
Cleveland is in the process
of contesting the jury’s $5.5 million
dollar settlement. According to court
records, the jury awarded $4.5 million in wrongful death damages and an
additional $1 million for survivorship
damages.
As a consequence of the
federal case, Cuyahoga County Sheriff Department has an ongoing investigation into the actions of Jones that
night.

Ohio auditor proposes $10 million to aid in merger

Ohio Auditor Dave Yost
has proposed adding $10 million
to the state capital budget bill as a
one-time appropriation would be
available only if East Cleveland
and Cleveland agree to merge. He
said that the additional funds could
only be used for infrastructure improvements such as roads, bridges
and emergency equipment.
Yost warned that East
Cleveland’s fiscal woes cannot
be fixed without merging the city
with another city or filing for
bankruptcy.
The proposal has yet to
be incorporated into legislation but
has local officials and state lawmakers talking about next steps.
East Cleveland Councilman Nathaniel Martin has been

Martin
Norton
lobbying state officials to use funds
from the state’s two billion dollar “rainy day” fund to help East
Cleveland weather its financial
storm.
“East Cleveland has a
location next to University Circle
and land. We just have to weather
this financial crisis,” Martin said.
He has long tooted the
wonderful East Cleveland Theater,
Nela Park, Shaw High School, the

Gasoline prices rise in area
Northeast Ohio gas prices have spiked nearly 25 cents to
$1.94 a gallon, according to AAA
East Central’s Fuel Gauge report.
The national average is $1.95.
Gas prices have jumped
by 12 cents per gallon this week,
which is the largest weekly increase
since early March 2015. Prices increased by double digits due to a
decline in gasoline supplies, relatively strong demand and continued refinery maintenance.
Today’s price of $1.94 per
gallon is the highest average in two
months. Relatively low oil costs
continue to provide drivers with
year-over-year savings at the pump,
and consumers are saving 50 cents
per gallon compared to this same
date last year.
Prices typically move
higher at this time of year as gasoline demand begins to increase and
refineries conduct seasonal maintenance.
This year’s refinery maintenance season is characterized
by lower-than-expected prices
for crude oil and ample supplies,
which should help keep pump prices relatively low compared to recent
years. Prices in some regions may
move significantly higher in the
near term due to fluctuations in local supply and demand associated
with continued maintenance and
preparations for summer-blend
gasoline in advance of the June 1

deadline for retail facilities to sell
the cleaner blend.
Projected reductions in
global oil supply and Iran’s slower-than-expected return to the
global oil market reportedly contributed to both Brent and West
Texas Intermediate closing out the
week at 2016 highs.
However, oil prices
opened this week’s trading session
lower on the news that Iran plans to
increase oil production significantly. Conversations about when and if
the market has reached its bottom
persist, and market fundamentals
continue to point to supply outpacing demand, which could cause
prices to once again turn lower.
The latest data shows that
the U.S. oil rig count fell to 386
rigs last week, marking 12 straight
weeks of rig-count declines. According to the U.S. EIA, domestic
production declined from yearago levels for the first time in more
than four years, largely due to lower-than-expected crude oil prices.
Despite this reduction in
production, the agency lowered its
projections for crude oil prices because domestic production remains
more resilient than expected.
At the close of Friday’s
formal trading session on the
NYMEX, WTI was up 66 cents and
settled at $38.40 per barrel, which
marked the fourth straight week of
oil price increases.

AAA Fuel Gauge Gasoline Price Survey
Northeast Ohio Average for Self-Service Gasoline
This Week
Last Week
Last Year
National

(03-28-16)
(03-25-16)
(03-23-15)
(03-28-16)

Regular
$1.94
$1.94
$2.26
$1.95

East Cleveland Library, and the Martin Luther King Jr. Civic Center.
Since 1970, East Cleveland’s population has shrunk from
40,000 to 17,000 residents. During
that time, the median household income has declined from $50,000, adjusted for inflation, to $20,000.
The city has been in a state
of fiscal emergency since 2012 and
previously between 1988 and 2006.
According to East Cleveland Mayor Gary Norton Jr., the city
has paid its April installment of a
larger payment plan. The city needs
about $17 million to provide “halfway decent” services and it plans to
spend only about $11 million this
year. The city is expected to bring
in $600,000 less this year, $700,000
less in 2017, and $1.5 million less in
2018.
Cleveland officials began
discussing a merger a few years ago,
but East Cleveland City Council has
not warmed to the idea. Norton led
a petition effort to compel the council to study a merger. But the council didn’t act on the petitions, citing
discrepancies with how the petitions
were signed.
Norton aide Michael Smedley sued the council for ignoring the
30-day deadline set in state law by
which a council must appoint members to negotiate a merger. Cuyahoga
County Common Pleas Judge Michael Russo held a hearing on the
case in December, but has yet to issue
a decision.
According to Cleveland
City Council President Kevin Kelley,
the court case put the discussion on
hold in Cleveland, and now Cleve-

land is facing financial problems
of its own.
Figuring out a price
tag for the merger and a plan for
how Cleveland could provide
services to East Cleveland at the
same level without doing harm
to its residents, is the next step.
State Rep. Kent Smith,
a Euclid Democrat, would support the appropriation if the
merger moves forward.
Meanwhile,
Smith
has worked with Martin and
he plans to introduce a bill that
would restore state local government fund money that was cut in
2011 to all 31 cities under fiscal
watch or emergency. Smith said
East Cleveland would receive
about $7 million from the plan.
Smith’s bill is unlikely
to pass in the GOP - controlled
Statehouse that approved those
cuts and has since declined to
restore that funding.
Instead, Gov. John Kasich and Statehouse Republicans
have pushed for communities to
be more efficient and share services with their neighbors.
According to Norton,
East Cleveland’s fiscal problems
can’t be pinned to any public official or governing body. It’s not
just an East Cleveland problem.
It’s a greater Cleveland problem.
Lorain City Council recently voted to layoff city workers to deal with their fiscal woes.
While citizens rallied to protect
police officers, several fire fighters will be layed off along with
staff at city hall.

Robert Pritchard, 20, was
arrested on Friday for fatally shooting
his friend, Antony D. Henderson, 19.
Henderson was shot several times in
the chest about 11:50 p.m. on Monday
at E. 80th Street and Cedar Ave.
According to the police report, Henderson’s friends found him
lying in the front yard of a home, and
they drove him to the Cleveland Clinic’s Emergency Room. He was pronounced dead early Tuesday morning.
Henderson’s mother said
her son and Pritchard were once best
friends who lived in the same home.
Pritchard was charged after
he turned himself into detectives after
Quinton Norton went to police and told
them Pritchard was the shooter.
According to the police report, Pritchard, Henderson and Norman, were smoking Black and Milds
inside an SUV about 11:50 p.m., when
shots were fired, according to Norman

in an interview.
After the shooting, Norman and Pritchard reportedly
drove Henderson to the Cleveland Clinic. Norman told police
in the hospital that they had found
Henderson lying in a front yard
already shot. However, the next
day, Norman said he went back
to police and told them that they
were all in the car together and
that Pritchard was playing with a
pistol when it accidentally went
off, killing Henderson. He told
police that Pritchard pressured
him to invent a cover up story.
He said he was also a
longtime friend of Henderson’s,
and that the shooting left him devastated.
The Cuyahoga County
Medical Examiner has yet to determine the cause of Henderson’s
death.

Pritchard arrested in Henderson’s death

Sgt. Sammy Morris, the former spokesperson for the Cleveland Police Department, originally reported the
incident.
According to Morris, on Saturday, March 10, 2012, at 2:50 a.m.,
Jones, 38, an off-duty Cleveland police
officer, was drinking at the now defunct
Tops & Bottom Gentlemen’s Club. Jones
said that he witnessed a fight among patrons leaving Wilbert’s Bar, 821 Huron
Road. He saw a male in a gold Saturn discharge a handgun and drive away traveling north on E. 9th Street.
Jones chased the car on foot
about half a mile. While running, Jones
called the police radio from his cell
phone and he removed his Indians jacket
to show that he was still in uniform.
At East 9th and Prospect Ave.,
other police stopped the car, and ordered
the men out. The driver (Hill) and backseat passenger (Purdie) obliged. According to Morris, they (Hill,19, and Kayron
Purdie,20) were questioned and released.
Morris reported later that Hill
and Purdie were arrested and placed in
city jail to await charges.
Jones said that he observed a handgun by
Smith (who was sitting in the front passenger seat), broke the window out of the
Saturn with his foot, and ordered Smith
to put his hands up. According to Jones,
Smith did not comply and he reached for
the handgun, at this point, Jones shot
Smith in the head.
Terry Gilbert, the attorney for
the Smith family, argued that Jones’ version did not match the evidence.
According to Gilbert, security
officers at the club confirmed that Smith
did not have a gun in the club or when he
left.
According to forensic reports,
none of the passengers in the car had gun

residue on their hands. Their finger prints
were not on the hand gun photographed
by police resting on the top of two soda
containers, and no casings were found at
the scene from the weapon.
The blood evidence showed
that Smith was killed outside of the car.
Blood inside the car matched Jones who
cut himself when he smashed the car
window.
If Smith were lunging for a
weapon, Jones would have shot Smith
in the right hemisphere, but Smith’s autopsy revealed that he was shot at point
blank range on his left temple.
McGinty announced on about
the second anniversary of Smith’s death,
that Jones was justified in shooting
Smith.
On April 16, 2014, an assistant prosecuting attorney filed a motion
to go to trial in the Hill case.
The following day, McGinty
made public a letter that he wrote to
Cleveland Police Chief Calvin D. Williams. In the letter printed on cleveland.
com, McGinty called Jones, who fatally
shot the unarmed African American
teenager, - a hero. McGinty also wrote
that the handgun was a semi-automatic
weapon that was between the driver and
passenger seats. According to McGinty,
Jones can be heard kicking in the passenger window as he opened the door and
pulled Smith from the car and he then
“neutralized the threat.”
Cheselka said he will ask a
judge on Friday to release the grand jury
transcripts because he wants to know
how prosecutors obtained an indictment
within two hours and likely without testimony from Jones.According to McGinty’s spokesperson, Joe Frolik, Hill

Ohio Attorney General
Mike DeWine plans to attend the
fourth “Taking Back Our Communities: Combatting the Opiate Epidemic” conference in Beachwood
on Friday.
The Cuyahoga County
Medical Examiner’s Office recently issued the following statement
related to the recent rise in deaths
associated with the use of heroin/
fentanyl.
From Wednesday, March
23rd through Sunday, March 27th
Cuyahoga County experienced 6
fatal overdoses due to heroin, fentanyl, or a combination of both.
The previous releaseFrom
Wednesday, March 10th through
Monday March 14th, reported that
Cuyahoga County experienced 12
fatal overdoses due to heroin, fen-

tanyl, or a combination of both.
More than half of the
deaths were in Cleveland. Heroin
death have drastically increased
since 2014 in Cuyahoga County.
According to the Medical Examiner, the death-dealing
drug is cheap, widespread and
merciless, and killing more people
than homicides. Heroin killed 161
people in the county in 2013. More
than half of those deaths occurred
in the suburbs. Heroin supplanted
cocaine in 2011 as the county’s
deadliest drug, and its death toll
continues to soar.
The attorney general
is also slated to be the keynote
speaker at the Lorain County Republican Party’s Lincoln Day Dinner, which starts at 7:30 p.m. in
Lorain.

Three teens, Jamall
Lewis, Ramel Lee, and Ky’Tric
Shropshire were arrested for the
April 15, 2013 murder of Regina
Neal, 20, who was fatally shot at
E. 134th Street near Miles Road.
The teens are also
charged with criminal gang activity.
According to the original police report, Neal and another young man were walking
down E. 134th Street on the way
to the store. A man in a red hood-

ie approached the couple and shot
Neal several times and the man
with her was shot in the ankle.
EMS took both of the

Walter Magic, 26, was
stabbed multiple times at a house
on Lynnfield Road in Shaker
Heights on March 17.
As a result of the stabbing,
Magic died Monday at University
Hospitals Case Medical Center, according to the Cuyahoga County

Medical Examiner’s Office.
Police arrested a 43-yearold Shaker Heights man who was
at the house, but later released him
without charges.
Shaker Heights police
said they have not made any arrests as of Tuesday morning.

will remain free at least until he is
arraigned.

Attorney General to attend anti-drug conference

Teens charged in 2013 murder

victims to Metro Health Medical Center where Neal was pronounced death upon arrival at
the hospital.
The report did not mention what led to arrest and charge
the teens in the murder. Lewis
and Lee had been charged in an
earlier shooting, but those charges were dropped.

Man fatally stabbed in Shaker
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YOUR HEALTH
VANTAGE POINT
Joshua Mulanax assigned to missile cruiser Strong men put heart health first
A 2002 Rosemond
High School graduate and
Cleveland native is serving
in the U.S. Navy aboard the
guided missile cruiser, USS
San Jacinto (CG 56).
Ensign Joshua Mulanax is a gunnery officer
aboard the Ticonderogaclass guided missile cruiser
operating out of Norfolk,
Virginia.
A Navy gunnery officer is responsible for maintaining and repairing the
guns aboard ship.
“I like that my job
allows me to drive the ship
while also being in charge of
the safety and navigation of
the ship,” Mulanax said.
Commissioned in
January of 1988, the Ticonderoga-class guided-missile
cruiser, USS San Jacinto,
also called San Jac, is 567
feet long; the length of more
than 3 football fields. The

Mulanax
ship is named after the Battle
of San Jacinto, the battle of
the Texas Revolution.
San Jac is a tactical
multi-mission cruiser capable
of supporting carrier battle
groups, amphibious forces
and can operate independently or as the flagship of a surface action group. The ship
is equipped with a vertical
launching system, tomahawk

(NAPSI)—While
a plate of cookies may be
nice to bring a hostess, what
your tax preparer would prefer (at least in the office) is
that you bring in the proper
paperwork. Here’s a list of
the most likely paperwork to
provide:
1. Last year’s return, the last two years if
this is your first appoint-

ment. Chances are much of
the information—Social Security numbers, address and
the like—will be the same,
saving everybody time and
reducing the risk of errors.
2. Your W-2. W-2s
must be mailed to employees
by January 31. They show
your income and how much
you’ve already paid in income taxes. If you’ve had

missiles, torpedoes, 54 caliber guns and phalanx close-in
weapons systems.
"The Sailors on
board USS San Jacinto never
cease to astound me with the
effort they put into completing the mission on a daily
basis," said Capt. Dennis
Velez, commanding officer of
USS San Jacinto. "Their hard
work during our compressed
and ever changing schedule
makes me proud of each and
every one of them."
Approximately 30
officers and 300 enlisted
men and women make up the
ship's company. Their jobs
are highly specialized and
keep each part of the cruiser
running smoothly. The jobs
range from washing dishes
and preparing meals to maintaining engines and handling
weaponry.
“The best part of
this ship is the small crew,"

Mulanax said. "It is more of
a close-knit family environment. We have a good team
cohesion."
Although it is difficult for most people to
imagine living on a ship, the
challenging living conditions build strong fellowship
among the crew. The crew is
highly motivated, and quickly adapt to changing conditions. It is a busy life of specialized work, watches, and
drills.
As a member of one
of the U.S. Navy’s most relied upon assets, Mulanax
and other San Jac sailors
know they are part of a legacy that will be last beyond
their lifetimes.
“I was a kid when
I joined the Navy and since
then I have become a more
responsible adult,” Mulanax
said.

more than one job this year,
you need a W-2 form from
each of them.
3. 1099s. If you’re
a freelancer or part-time
worker, you should have
1099 forms from everyone
for whom you’ve worked this
year. These forms are also
used to report earned interest, cancellation of debt, dividends received and proceeds
from broker transactions.
4. Receipts for donations. Keep the receipts
for all charitable event sponsorships, money or food for
holiday charities and any
other money donations. Keep
a list of items and the values
you assigned them along with
the receipts for any household goods, toys and clothing
donations. If you volunteer,
keep a record of your mileage
and other expenses.
5. 1098 forms.
Homeowners can deduct
mortgage interest. Also deductible are student loan interest and tuition paid to colleges and universities.

6. If you have a
home office, you can deduct
some of your rent, mortgage,
utilities and so on. Bring any
relevant receipts.
7. If you’ve been
looking for work, bring
receipts for whatever the
search has cost you—transportation, paying to join a
job search website, hiring a
résumé writer or taking relevant courses.
This list should get
you started, but a tax expert
such as an enrolled agent
(EA) will let you know about
any additional documentation needed to complete your
return.
Enrolled agents are
the only federally licensed
tax practitioners who specialize in tax matters and
have unlimited rights to represent taxpayers before the
IRS.
For further information and to find an enrolled
agent nearby, call the National Association of Enrolled
Agents at (855) 880-6232 or
visit www.eatax.org.

African American
men, especially those who
live in the Southeast, are at
the highest risk for heart disease.
More than 40 percent of African Americans
have high blood pressure, the
leading cause of heart disease
and stroke.
Heart disease and
stroke can be prevented.
Simple changes such as tak-

ing medication as prescribed,
eating healthy, getting regular exercise and quitting
smoking can make a big difference in improving your
heart health.
Visit millionhearts.
hhs.gov to learn how to get—
and stay—heart healthy.
Share your heart health successes on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/millionhearts.

What to bring the tax preparer to get the best results for your tax refund
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Things to know about your heart health

By CLARENCE ANCAR

(NAPSI)—In the
blink of an eye, my life went
from living what I believed
to be a “normal” lifestyle to
almost becoming one of the
over 37,000 African American men who die of heart
disease each year. One moment I was enjoying a family
vacation in Mississippi, and
just two days later, I was in
the hospital due to shortness
of breath and dizziness. A series of tests showed that I had
three blocked arteries, and I
would quickly need triple coronary bypass surgery to save
my life.
When I was told I
needed surgery in March of
1999, I couldn’t believe it. I
felt angry, confused, and wondered, “How could I have allowed this to happen to me?”
I knew I had a family history of heart disease. My
grandfather and father both
died from heart attacks before the age of 60. I knew my
blood pressure and cholesterol
levels were off the charts, but
I ignored my doctor’s advice
on living a healthier lifestyle.
I knew I should exercise more, eat better and
take my medications regularly to help lower my blood
pressure and cholesterol. But
like many men, it was always
something I would do tomorrow. Because I delayed, I was
almost too late in saving my
own life.
After my surgery I
decided to put my heart health
first. I was given a second
chance and I owed it to myself and my loved ones to live
a long, healthy life. Dr. Keith
C. Ferdinand and my health
care team taught me that heart
disease was not a death sentence and that I could still live
a productive life if I committed to making a change and
respected my heart condition.
My wife, family, friends and
doctor were all counting on
me, and I wasn’t going to let
this defeat me.
“One of the best
ways African American men
can achieve good heart health
and longevity is to have a
primary care provider who
knows the patient’s history
and provides preventive care,
screenings and referrals to
specialists when needed. I
value my strong relationship
with Clarence and how we
have worked together to improve his heart health,” said
Keith C. Ferdinand, M.D.
I developed a plan
with my doctor and health

care team to improve my
heart health. Committing to
this new lifestyle wasn’t easy
at first. I felt like I was on my
own and I didn’t know where
to begin. My health care team
helped me see that by setting
small, achievable goals, and
tracking those goals, I could
make a big and lasting difference in my health.
I learned the importance of high blood pressure
and cholesterol medications
and started taking them regularly, as prescribed. With my
dietitian’s help, I started eating less of the fatty, salty and
greasy food that the South is
known for and more fruits
and vegetables. I also walked
two to three miles each day.
After my surgery, I lost a significant amount of weight.
One of the best
things I do for my health is
visit my doctor regularly to
ensure my heart is functioning at its best. At each visit,
we track my blood pressure
and cholesterol numbers
to make sure they are controlled. I have a strong, trusting relationship with Dr. Ferdinand, and he motivates and
supports me in staying heart
healthy.

Many African American men feel too “macho”
for regular doctor visits, especially if they aren’t sick. Take
it from me, health care professionals know how your heart
should perform, and they can
work with you to reduce your
risks for heart disease and
stroke. Strong men put their
heart health first, so don’t be
afraid to ask questions and
trust their advice.
For American Heart
Month, learn from my story
and don’t let heart disease take
you by surprise. One day of
delay and it could be too late.
I challenge you to
be strong and commit to making one heart-healthy lifestyle
change during the month of
February. Share your success with others on Million
Hearts® Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/millionhearts. Learn simple steps you
can take for better heart health
at millionhearts.hhs.gov.
Your family, friends
and community are counting
on you to be strong and take
care of your heart.
Editor's Note: Clarence Ancar is a heart surgery
survivor.

The Original

Chinese Restaurant
(Only One Location)

Phone: 991-2222

Carry Out Menu
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
11708 Buckeye Road - Cleveland, Ohio

JOHN H. LAWSON
Attorney And Counselor At Law
The Brownhoist Building
4403 St. Clair Avenue Cleveland, OH 44103
(216) 881-9675

FAX: (216) 881-3928

FLOWERS

GIFT & FRUIT
CHEESE & WINE

DELIVERED ANYWHERE
DAILY

(216) 721-1500
11520 Buckeye Road

Shop for flowers on our website 24/7
www.orbansflowers.com

Small Business Directory                     
To Place Your Advertisement, Call: 721-1674



Drivers:Regional Class A. All Miles pd.

2500 to 3000 miles/wk. (guarantee
min. $1,000 a wk ) 1st yr. home wk
ends, Ded. trucks.
GREAT BENEFITS. 2 yrs Class A
exp.
330-798-4111 x 227
12-25-15 + 2-1-16

Operations Manager:
Local Federal Emp. Opportunity!
$46k-48k. Federal Benefits Pkg!
3 yrs Mgmt.
Exp. Send Resume to:
canteenrecruiter@gmail.com
3-1-16

Reach More Than
60,000 Readers
Advertise Your
Business
Call: (216) 721-1674

obertha

Will Buy

Old Boxing Magazines
Pay Top Dollar

Call (216) 721-1674
Drivers: CDL-A Regional:
$3000 sign-on.

Flatbed/Shortline Division.
Start up to .47 cpm + Benefits.
Late model Equipment.
All Miles Pd.
855-996-0093
2-8-16

Drivers CDL-A: Steel coil
driver?Full Co. Benefits 26%
to Start! Co. Paid Cell Phone!
Weekly Hometime/Pay!
Jaro Warren, Ohio
855-252-1641

PRINTING

Drivers: No-Touch!

1 DAY SERVICE – (216) 721-1674

855-454-0392

Letter Heads & Envelopes
Get Home, Get Paid! Excellent Pay Per/Wk!
Flyers - Program Books
Strong Benefits Package Including
Raffle Tickets - Wedding Invitations
Bonuses! CDL-A 1 yr. exp.
Funeral Programs

Drivers: Local/Regional/OTR, New
Enhanced Pay, Package Based on
Exp. Excellent Benefits. Consistent
Miles Daily/Weekly/Bi-weekly
Hometime CDL-A 1 yr OTR exp
855-842-8498

Drivers: CDL-A 1 yr. Excellent Family Medical Ins. Guaranteed Weekend Home Time.
Earn $65,000 + Monthly Bonuses. Absolutely No-Touch.
888-406-9046
1-29-16+2-5-16

Drivers: CDL-A Home daily
Local. $1,000 a Wk.
D&H customers trailers,
Dump Exp. Required.
Able to work 6-days.
DAN: 330-360-7324

 S p e c i a l  
1000 Full Color - 2 Sided

12-25-15 + 2-1-16

Business Cards
$75.00

To Place Your Order

Call: 216-721-1674

and designer, master of salvage picking, spirited advocate for saving old houses
and mom who will appear on
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The ‘Players’ reflect on the death of ‘Cool Breeze’

By ALAN A.A. SEIFULLAH

His name was Umar
Latif, but throughout Greater
Cleveland and beyond he
probably was better known as
“Cool Breeze,” founder and
leader of the locally popular
R&B singing group, Cool
Breeze and the Players.
Brother Umar died
on March 11 at Cleveland
Clinic after an apparent heart
attack several days prior. He
was a long time and dedicated member of Masjid Bilal.
He also had a passion for music. Inspired by the urging of
Imam W. Deen Mohammad,
for his followers to develop
businesses of their own, Latif started his own record and
production company, Tower
City Records, in the early
1990s.

He was a music
agent for several local artists
but received the most joy and
satisfaction when he formed
Cool Breeze and the Players
with three other members at
Masjid Bilal in 2000.
Fareed
Hakeem,
lead singer of the group, said
it was Latif who persuaded
him to join in the formation
of the group. They eventually
recruited Dawud Shakoor
and Abdul Hakim Muhammad and the quartet became
a reality.
“We talked about
it a lot at first but my work
schedule wasn’t right at the
time,” Fareed said . “But we
decided to work around my
schedule and that’s what we
continued to do. I provided
him with my work schedule
and we would work around

Latif
the times that I had to work
for rehearsals and eventual
shows. We never tried to
book a lot of shows and we
never made a lot of money.
But we had a lot of fun.”
Muhammad said
Latif would take him along
to his studio while he was recording tracks for songs that

Falling increases crash risk by 40% for older drivers
Older drivers with
a history of falling are 40
percent more likely to be involved in crashes than their
peers, according to a new
study released by the AAA
Foundation for Traffic Safety. Falls limit an older drivers’ ability to function behind
the wheel and can make driving risky for themselves and
others on the road. These
findings are important since
annually a record 12 million
older adults will experience a
fall.
“Drivers age 60 and
older are involved in more
than 400,000 crashes each
year, and it’s important that
we find ways to keep them
and others safe on the road.”
said Theresa Podguski, Legislative Affairs Director for
AAA East Central. “This research is critical because it
shows that we can now use
an older driver’s fall history
to identify if they are at greater risk for a crash,” she adds.
The report, Associations Between Falls and

Driving Outcomes in Older
Adults, is the latest research
released in the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety’s
Longitudinal Research on
Aging Drivers (LongROAD)
project. Researchers from
the University of Colorado
Anschutz Medical Campus
along with the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety say
that falls can increase crash
risk in two ways:
Falls can result in a
loss of functional ability (i.e.
wrist fractures or a broken
leg), which can make it difficult for older drivers to steer
or brake to avoid a crash.
Falls can increase
an individual’s fear of falling, which can lead to a decrease in physical activity
that weakens driving skills.
The research suggests that seniors and their
families should view falls as a
possible early indicator of declining physical fitness. Addressing the health issues that
originally led to the fall such
as lower body weakness, poor

balance, slow reaction time,
certain medications, dizziness, or vision problems, can
help older drivers strengthen
their functional ability and
lower their risk for crashing
or experiencing another fall
in the future.
Fall prevention is a
great way for older drivers to
keep themselves and others
safe while on the road.
Those concerned
about a parent or other older driver should help them
monitor risk factors that address health concerns or
household dangers. AAA
recommends a series of exercises and stretches to improve
neck, shoulder, trunk, back
and overall body flexibility,
which can help a driver who
has suffered from a recent
fall.
As a leading advocate for senior driver safety,
AAA also offers a variety of
programs and resources to
help older drivers improve
their driving performance
and avoid crashes.

CARF International
recently announced Providence House has been accredited for a period of three
years for several services that
Providence House provides
to the community including
congregate care, assessment
and referral, case management services and coordination, outpatient treatment and
governance standards.
“We are proud to
receive this accreditation that

symbolizes our commitment
to providing the highest quality of services to our community,” said Natalie LeekNelson, Providence House
President and CEO. “This
was a tremendous undertaking by our staff and board,
and we are happy to celebrate
this accreditation during our
35th anniversary year.”
This accreditation
decision represents the highest level of accreditation

that can be awarded to an
organization and shows the
organization’s substantial
conformance to the CARF
standards.
An organization receiving a Three-Year Accreditation has put itself through a
rigorous peer review process
and has demonstrated to a
team of surveyors during an
on-site visit that its programs
and services are of the highest quality, measurable, and
accountable.
CARF is an independent, nonprofit accrediting body whose mission is
to promote the quality, value,
and optimal outcomes of
services through a consultative accreditation process
that centers on enhancing the
lives of the persons served.
Founded in 1966
as the Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation
Facilities, and now known as
CARF, the accrediting body
establishes consumer focused
standards to help organizations measure and improve
the quality of their programs
and services.

Providence House awarded CARF accreditation
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he was working on and Latif
would talk with him about
forming a group. Shakoor recalled Latif would frequently
be among the brothers who
helped him in the cleaning of
the masjid.
“We would just start
singing and harmonizing.
Then they invited me over
to Umar’s basement and I
would go along to see what
they were planning and doing
and they wanted to see what I
could do, so I decided to join
them. We started practicing
and getting serious,” Shakoor
said.
Latif also sought out
places and opportunities for
the group to perform. They
not only performed at several programs at Masjid Bilal
but throughout the Cleveland
area. Cool Breeze and the
Players performed at programs sponsored by the city
of Cleveland, summer time
concerts in the parks and appeared several times in Chicago at functions sponsored
by the community of Imam
W. Deen Mohammad.
Fareed said the
members of the group got
their greatest joy and satis-

faction from the performances they did at nursing homes
and senior citizen centers.
“They really appreciated us and we appreciated
them,” he said.
All of “The Players”
recalled Latif as a dedicated
follower of Imam Mohammad and the leadership at
Masjid Bilal.
“He was a dedicated
Muslim. He was very humble
and loved his religion,” Shakoor said. Muhammad said
Latif was a quiet brother who
was serious about his religion, his family and about his
love for music.”We’re going
to miss him a lot,” he said.
Brother
Robert
Hatcher, who provided sound
and technical support for the
group, said Latif was particularly proud that Masjid Bilal
was the first masjid to be built
under the leadership of Imam
Mohammad and the first constructed in the United States
by a predominantly African
American congregation.
“He really wanted
to develop the music and
other arts to provide a stream
of income for Masjid Bilal
in order to help defray the

(NAPSI)—Getting
a big check may not always
be a good thing.
For example, if you
receive a large tax refund
from the IRS, it means you
paid out too much in income
tax the year before and, essentially, lent your money to
the government interest free.

Fortunately, a talk
with a licensed tax specialist before the end of the year
may help you avoid both that
and having to pay a lot next
tax time.
To find one nearby,
call 855-880-6232 or visit
www.eatax.org. for more tax
information.

costs of repairs and upkeep to
our facility. That will be our
challenge – to help develop
such a program as part of his
legacy,” Hatcher said.
Imam
Shafeeq
Sabir, senior imam at Masjid
Bilal, said Latif did whatever
he could to help out at Masjid
Bilal. He recalled that they
used to study Arabic together
in their quest to become more
knowledgeable of the religion.
“He was a strong
and dedicated supporter of
Imam W. Deen Mohammad,
the local leadership here under Imam Clyde Rahman,
and under my leadership.

He was a brother that I could
speak highly of and I pray
that Allah will forgive his
sins and grant him paradise,”
said Imam Sabir.
Wanted Experienced
Journalist
Call (216) 721-1674
SubscribeTo
EAST SIDE
DAILY NEWS
Call (216) 721-1674
Newspaper For Sale
Ideal For Person
Who Wants To Be
Involved In Total
Cleveland Area!
Call (216) 721-1674

REPUBLIC A-1
AUTO PARTS
Quality In Used Car Parts

Complete Line of
Foreign And Domestic Parts
Used & Rebuilt
Auto Parts For Sale

3210 East 65th Street
Cleveland, Ohio 44127

(216) 271-3000
(216) 271-4200

How to pay less next tax time

FREE - FREE - FREE
Battery Installation &
System Testing

Complete Line Of New Batteries

ALL BATTERIES GUARANTEED

Delco Factory Seconds
$29.95 and Up

Reconditioned
$19.95 and Up

2935 Detroit Road

(Just Across Detroit - Superior Bridge)

(216) 861-6001

We Pay Cash For Scrap Batteries

EAST SIDE DAILY NEWS

KING KENNEDY RESTAURANT

11400 Woodland Ave. - Cleveland, OH 44104
To Place Your Advertisement
Call (216) 721-1674

(216) 431-7171

2016

6124 Woodland Avenue - Cleveland, Ohio

www.eastsidedailynews.com

FISH - CHICKEN - BAR-Q

*Best Soul Food In Town*
Hours: Monday. - Saturday: 8:00 a.m. -8:00 p.m.
Sunday: Closed
Executive Chefs
Mike Roufail - Bob Reed
Supervisor Mitch Thompson
Looking For Quality Shoe Repair And Maintenance?

Look No Further...

16 Years In the Lee-Harvard Area

Townes Shoe Repair & Luggage Shop

4088 Lee Road

(Across From Lee-Harvard Plaza)

(216) 751-4044

The Same Great Service At A Great New Location
*Shoe & Boot Repairs
*Accessories, Polishes & Strings
*Luggage
*Luggage And Hand Bag Repair

*All Leather, Suede Cleaning & Repair

Forward”

“Always Put Your Best

Visit Townes Shoe Repair & Luggage Shop Today

Hours: Monday-Saturday

9:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.

BUSINESS CARD DIRECTORY
text

Photographer Available
For All Occasions
Weddings - Birthday Parties
Family Reunions
Sports Events

Call:

(216) 721-1674

For All Your Printing
Call: (216) 721-1674
Business Cards - Flyers
Pamphlets - Brochures
Wedding Invitations
Calendars - Obituaries
Religious Literature
We Design And Typeset Your
Material Professionally

CUSTOM MADE

Stamps – Desk & Door Signs
Name Badges & Wall Signs
To Place Your Order

Call

(216) 721-1674

*Wanted – To Buy*
Old Cleveland Arena

Basketball Memorabilia – Pipers – Cavaliers
Harlem Globetrotters – Local College Teams

Need Press Kits – Programs – Photos
Autographs–Posters–Equipment–Tickets

*Paying Top Dollar*

Call: (330) 856-7047 Or (216) 721-1674

Page 4

EAST SIDE DAILY NEWS

Tuesday, March 29, 2016 - Friday, April 1, 2016

Islam In The Community

Former Baptist explains why she is now a Muslim
Editor ’s Note:
Welcome neighbors for
the next few columns we
plan to relay some brief,
inspirational stories about
real people who at some
point in their lives chose to
become Muslim.
These stories are
merely for the purpose of
sharing information about
individuals from various
different backgrounds who
decided to practice Islam
and why.

By REBECCA SIMMONS
She used to be a
Southern Baptist, a radical
feminist and a broadcast
journalist. Now Aminah
Assilmi is an ambassador of
Islam.
The director of the
International Union of Muslim Women, Assilmi calls
Fairfield, Ohio Home.
She travels the
country speaking on college
campuses, increasing public
awareness and understand-

ing of the faith.
She wears the traditional Islamic hijab, which
includes a head scarf, covering her hair and neck and
modest clothing with long
sleeves.
At the University of
Tennessee recently, Assilmi
spoke to a near-full audience
on the status of women in her
lecture, “A Muslim woman
speaks form behind the veil.”
Assilmi cautions
critics who say that women
are oprressed in some pre-

A Look At My World
Acting a fool is a full-time occupation
By DR. JAMES L. SNYDER
My paternal grandfather’s favorite holiday
was April 1. He would
spend months putting together some trick to fool
either a family member or
a friend. Both were assessable to his “tricks.”
He could read a
person and within a few moments have an idea of what
the best trick to play on that
person. Nobody really saw
it coming. They knew his
reputation, of course, but
he was so skillful in his acts
of foolery that nobody ever
guessed they were a target
until was too late.
One thing I learned
from my grandfather is that
it is almost impossible to
fool the Fool-Master. If he
had spent as much time being a grandfather as being a
reputable Fool-Master, he
would have been the greatest grandfather in the world.
His priorities, however,
were not in that direction.
One thing my
grandfather never did was
reveal how he could pull off
these tricks on people. At
times he came close but that
was his secret he took to his
grave.
Those who tried to
pull a trick on him usually
have it backfire and turned
out to be a Major-Fool.
I know my cousins and I
spent hours trying to figure out a foolproof plan to
pull on our grandfather. The
problem was, he died before we could finally put together anything that would
come close.
Thinking about that
recently, I was pondering
the idea that it really takes
a lot of time to be a fool. In
fact, some people make it a
full-time job.

With my grandfather, acting a fool was just
a hobby. He could turn it on
and he could turn it off and
got a lot of fun out of pulling tricks on people who
were not expecting such a
trick from such a man. Other people carry this kind of
foolery into every aspect of
their life without even trying. They just simply are
fools in everything they do.
Now, I am not sure, does
this comes naturally or do
they have to work at it.
There are times
when a person needs to be
serious and then there are
times when a little dab of
foolery will do you. To be
serious all the time can lead,
according to my grandfather, to a serious nervous
breakdown. Who in the
world wants that!
I must confess I
am not my grandfather,
although there have been
times in which I yearn to be.
His great accomplishment
in life was to make fools out
of people who thought they
were smart and uppity.
I wish I knew how
to do that!
I, on the other hand,
need to work very hard at
not being a fool. Believe
me, it is a full-time job. It is
so easy to be a fool. At least
from my perspective.
I cannot tell you
how many times the Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage has looked at me
and said rather sternly, “Are
you acting like a fool?”
Although we have
been married for years, she
has not really concluded
that I cannot act. I am what
I am, I am what you see, no
thespian arts about it. I wish
I was acting a fool, because
then I could stop acting and

Want To Buy
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become a normal person,
whatever that is.
When I feel down
on myself in this area, I
think of many of the fools
in the world around us. And
we all know who we are.
I think the biggest
fools in my book are those
who are afraid of words.
Words seem to upset and
unnerve causing them to go
into some kind of psychotic
spin. I do not understand
because a word is simply a
word.
There are three letters in the English alphabet
that brings more agitation
and hatred than any other
letters. Just three words.
The three letters
are D O G. Of course, when
you see those letters you
immediately think of one of
your favorite little animals.
A dog is a friendly kind of a
thing. When somebody sees
these three letters, they usually smile. However, they
are just three letters in the
English alphabet. Nothing
more than that.
Organize these letters and many people will
go bizarre. For example,
if we arrange the letters G
O D, people will go crazy.
They are afraid of these
three letters so arranged.
These same letters
make up the word dog. Yet
if you reverse those letters
and make it spell God, people get all agitated and upset
and want to put a band on
those letters.
Usually, the ones
who are the most upset
about these three letters so
arranged are some of the
highly educated people in
our country. I simply do not
get it. If they are so educated and sophisticated, why
do three letters in the English alphabet frighten them?
I find it a little
strange that the people who
do not believe in God, are
the ones most agitated by
the letters G O D. If they do
not believe in God, what are
they afraid of? If, in their
sophisticated opinion, God
does not exist, then why are
they afraid of three letters in
the English alphabet?
David put this in
the proper perspective.
“The fool hath said in his
heart, There is no God.
They are corrupt, they have
done abominable works,
there is none that doeth
good” (Psalms 14:1).
Happy holiday to
those who qualify.
Rev. James L. Snyder is pastor of the Family
of God Fellowship, Ocala,
FL. Call him at 352-6874240 or e-mail jamessnyder2@att.net. The church
web site is www.whatafellowship.com.

dominately Muslim countries. She says their practices
are cultural, not Islamic.
“People who are
held down, are held down by
ignorance,” she said. “They
follow cultural practices.
Do not judge Islam by these
individuals who have only
practiced like the people in
their family.”
But, Assilmi told
the audience, she hasn’t
always been a Muslim and a
proponent of Islam.
Meeting her first
“real life Muslims” when she
took a college theater class
some years ago, Assilmi
said she almost dropped the
class when she walked into
the room and saw some Arab
students in traditional hijab.
In the handbook she
authored, “Choosing Islam,”
Assilmi writes, “There was
no way I was goin to sit in
a room with dirty heathens,
I shut the door and went
home.”
After her husband
encouraged her to go back
to the theater class, Assilmi
said she felt it her duty to
“convert the poor, ignorant
Muslims.”
Hoping to convert
the students to christianity,
Assilmi began to study the
Quaran, the holy book of
Islam, in a quest to prove
that Muhammad was a false
prophet and that Islam was
not a valid religion.
But the more she
read, the more she became
interested in Islam. She was
particularly interested in
what the Quaran had to say
about men and women.
Islamic women, she
thought, “were freely beaten
by their husbands and tossed
aside.”
Assilmi says she
had based her opinion on
stereotypes; and soon found
out those ideas were not in
keeping with the Quaran.
Through intense
study, she said she learned
that Islamic women are equal
to men and are paid according to the job they do regardless of their gender.
Men and women
have equal rights to education.
Islamic women
have had the right to own
property for more than 1,400
years.
And when a women
marries, she does not change
her last name, but keeps her
father’s last name.
Thus, Assilmi told
her college audience, “We
remain our own distinct
individual.”
For two years I
studied in order to convert
Muslim to Christianity,” she
said.

But during that time
Assilmi said she started to
change. Her husband began
to notice that she no longer
had an interest in going to
bars or parties.
She was content
to stay home and study the
Quaran.
“I was quiet and
more distant,” Assilmi writes
in her handbook.
Her husband attributed the changes in her to
another man and the couple
seperated.
After she moved
out with their three children,
Assilmi was visited by a
Muslim holy leader who answered her questions about
the faith.
He asked her if she
believed Muhammad was
His messenger, again she
said yes.
“He told me I was
already a Muslim. I argued
that I was a Christian, I was
just trying to understand
Islam. I couldn’t be a Muslim! I was an American and
white!
“We continued talking. Later he explained that
attaining knowledge and
understanding of spirituality
was a little like climbing a
ladder.”
The first rung on the
ladder was the Shahadah, a
statement of belief that there
is no God but the one God
and Muhammad was his
messenger.
The Shahadah, done
before witnesses, is in the
Islamic faith, the Christian
equivalent of a statement of
belief in Jesus Christ as Lord
and Savior.
For Assilmi, taking
Shahadah in 1977 was the
first step toward a deeper
understanding of Islam.
But she still had a
few hang-ups like hijab. Hijab is the modest dress worn
by both Muslim men and
women; however its most
recognizable feature is the
head scarf worn by women.
“I agreed with modesty, but I was vain about
my hair,” Assilmi said. “The
Quaran tells us to cover
ourselves to be identified as
Muslims. I am a Muslim and
I know what my God-given
rights are. Hijab is not a
requirement or restriction,
but a right and a privilege.
I would fight to the death to
wear it.”
“I gave up being
a women’s liberationist it
wasn’t fulfilling -- I became
a Muslic Liberation, yeah,
that’s Islam,” said Assilmi
who adopted her name during the Iranian hostage crisis
in 1980.
She adopted the
new name “to protect my

Lakeside Baptist Church to sponsor health fair
Lakeside Baptist
Church, 12600 Euclid Ave.,
is sponsoring its 9th annual
scholarship program on Saturday, April 9 at 3:00 p.m.
The event provides
scholarships for deserving
students to further their education. For information, call
Mary Hopper, chairwoman,
at 216-229-1045 or Rev.
Frank Stevenson at 216-3211050.
Lakeside Baptist
Church will hold a Health
Fair- Wholeness Leads to
Wellness on July 16 from
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The
annual community event
is in conjunction with its
partners, East Cleveland
B.R.I.D.G.E.S. of HOPE and
the city of East Cleveland.
The goal of the fair
is to educate the community

about their health and healthy
practices.
Participants
will
have classes in healthy cooking, and healthy recipes will
be provided during the cooking demonstrations.
Blood pressure and
diabetes screenings will be
available.
Exercise opportunities in the community will be
discussed as well as exercise
programs for senior citizens
to improve strength and their
flexibility will be demonstrated.
Donations
and
sponsors for the event are
welcome and can be sent to:
Lakeside Baptist Church, c/o
Mother Mary Hopper, Health
Fair chairperson, 1830 Penrose Avenue, East Cleveland,
Ohio 44112.

family from ignorance.”
She no longer uses her given
name.
Assilmi said Islamic
women are not limited in
professional fields by their
religion.
However, “The
most powerful profession is
being a mother. Because we
form the mind of the next
generation.”
Muslim women, she
said, are often disciminated
against because of the hijab.
“In this county it’s
extremely difficult for Muslim women.”
That is why some
Muslim women wear varying degrees of hijab.
For example, some
women might wear loosefitting modest clothing, others may wear the head scarf,
covering the hair and neck,
and still others may have
the courage to wear the face
veil where only the eyes are
visible.
An award-winning
broadcaster in the Denver
market, Assilmi lost her job
when she began wearing
Islamic dress.
She says the persecution is intense.
“I’ve been forced
off the road before -- beaten
up -- and I’ve never lifted a
hand against anyone,” Assilmi said.
She even tried to
wear the face veil, but said,
“I could not handle the experience.”
The defining mo-

ment came when she tried
to cash a check at her bank
wearing the face veil.
A bank security
guard drew his gun preparing to shoot if she made any
questionable moves.
For Assilmi, her job
as a broadcaster was not the
only thing she lost when she
first chose Islam.
Her marriage over,
she also lost custody of her
children because the court
decided that the “unorthodox
religion” would be detrimental to them.
But since then, Assilmi says her children have
converted to Islam and so
have her parents and her exhusband.
“Relatives of mine
are still becoming Muslim
right and left,” she said.
Now at “well over
half a century” and having
survived bone cancer, Assilmi has made two pilgrimages to Mecca, a holy trip
that Muslims are instructed
to take in their lifetime.
The cancer weakened her bones and now
she uses a wheelchair as a
“mobility enhancement.”
“God decided that I
would continue to live,” she
said. And, “I ceased to be
afraid of anything. It became
very important that I would
speak the truth everywhere. I
would have to answer to God
for everything I do and say.
“I love sharing Islam.”

In the name of Allah the Beneficent, the Merciful

"ISLAM IN THE COMMUNITY"

For questions or more information on ISLAM contact:
UZAIR ABDUR-RAZZAAQ
(216) 721-1146
e-mail: masjidalmumin@yahoo.com
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Legal Court Interpretation

Court explains public records act
By JUSTICE PAUL E. PFEIFER

In 1963 the Ohio legislature enacted the first version of Ohio’s Public Records
Act. The simple philosophy
behind the act was that public
records are the people’s records. Over the years, the Ohio
Supreme Court has reviewed
numerous cases dealing with
the question of what is a public
record, including one recently
involving Otterbein University.
The Otterbein campus is located just outside of
Columbus in the suburb of
Westerville. The school has a
student-run media website –
Otterbein360.com – that primarily covers campus news
and events. It’s the online version of a student newspaper,
Tan and Cardinal, which is no
longer printed.
In the winter of
2014, Anna Schiffbauer was a
news editor for Otterbein360.
com. On January 16, 2014,
Anna mailed a letter to Larry
Banaszak – the chief of the
Otterbein police department
– requesting criminal reports
of persons (both students and
nonstudents) whose cases had
been referred to the Westerville Mayor’s Court.
On January 22, Anna
received an e-mail from Robert Gatti, Otterbein’s vice
president and dean for student
affairs, denying the records
request. Gatti also sent a denial letter through the mail that
Anna got on February 4. The
letter stated, “As a private university, Otterbein believes we
are not subject to the Public
Records Act and therefore do
not make our records public.”
A few days later,
Anna filed an action with us
seeking the records. The case
boiled down to this question: Is
the Otterbein University police

department a public office as
defined by the Public Records
Act?
Under the Act, the
term “public record” is defined
as “records kept by a public office.” As it’s used in the Act,
the term “records” includes
any document created by any
public office, “which serves to
document the ... activities of
the office.”
The term “public office” includes “any state agency, public institution, political
subdivision, or other organized
body, office, agency, institution, or entity established by
the laws of this state for the exercise of any function of government.”
Thus, if the Otterbein
Police department is a public
office, then it must produce
records that document police
activities, such as the criminal
reports requested by Anna.
A campus police
department for a private college or university may be established only under a section
of Ohio law – Title 17 – that
states: “The board of trustees
of a private college or university may establish a campus
police department and appoint
members of the campus police
department to act as police officers.”
The law further
states that only those persons
who have completed a training
program approved by the Ohio
peace officer training commission may be appointed campus
officers.
Under the law, campus police officers are explicitly vested with the same powers
and authority that are vested in
a police officer of a municipal
corporation or a county sheriff.
Thus, the campus
police department in this case
is an “organized body, office,
agency, institution, or entity

established by the laws of this
state for the exercise of any
function of government” – just
as it is stated in the Public Records Act. And, it exercises
a function of government –
namely, the basic police power
of enforcing laws and maintaining the peace within its jurisdiction.
Its officers therefore
have the power to search and
confiscate property, to detain,
search, and arrest persons, and
to carry deadly weapons. And
it is an entity “established by
the laws of this state.” In other
words – it fits the definition of
“public office” as defined in
the Public Records Act.
The school’s administrators argued that the campus police department is not
a public office, because Otterbein University is not a public
entity and the department is a
subdivision of the university.
They pointed out that Title
17 – which allows a college to
establish a police department –
applies only to private colleges
and universities. They argued
that under Anna’s reasoning,
every corporation would be
considered a public office because corporations are established under the same section
of the law and regulated by the
state.
However, our court
has held in previous cases that
a private corporation may be
considered a public office for
purposes of public records
when it performs a governmental function. For example,
in a case from 1998, our court
said that an entity need not be
operated by the state or a political subdivision to be a public office under the law. “The
mere fact that the entity is a
private, nonprofit corporation
does not preclude it from being a public office.”
In this case, the mere

fact that Otterbein is a private
institution does not preclude
its police department from being a public office for purposes of the Public Records Act.
Otterbein’s police department
is “performing a function that
is historically a government
function.”
The Otterbein University police department is
an “organized body, office,
agency, institution, or entity
established by the laws of this
state for the exercise of any
function of government.”
The administrators
made a lengthy argument regarding the application of a
decision by our court from
2006 that established a “functional-equivalency” test for
determining whether a private
entity is a public institution.
But that decision was irrelevant to this case because the
Otterbein police department,
by the plain language of the
Public Records Act, is a public
office.
The department was
created for the express purpose of engaging in one of the
most fundamental functions
of government: the enforcement of criminal laws, which
includes power over citizens
as necessary for that enforcement.
Because it meets the
definition of a public office
for purposes of the Public Records Act, we concluded that
it must produce public records
upon request. The Otterbein
administrators did not argue
that the requested documents
fall under any exception to the
Public Records Act.
Therefore – by a
five-to-two vote – we issued a
preemptory writ ordering the
chief of the Otterbein police
department, Larry Banaszak,
to produce the requested documents.

Weekly Wealth For Your Health

Putting together a great wedding on a budget
By NATHANIEL SILLIN

Will a modern
wedding endanger your finances? It doesn’t have to.
With the average
price of an American wedding over $31,000, the big
day can impose financial
stress for those who don’t
have savings in place. It’s
important to remember
that these numbers indicate greater trends – not
suggested spending patterns.
Before discussion
about a ceremony or reception even begins, it’s
smart for couples to have
a frank talk about money
issues in general. Share
financial information such
as current spending, savings, investment and credit
status (https://www.annualcreditreport.com/index.
action). While this conversation may not seem
terribly romantic, honesty
about respective finances
is the first step to responsible financial planning and
compatibility.
Once you’ve chosen a desired wedding date,
set a savings target with a
realistic budget. If you
want to get married fairly

soon, realize you’ll have
less time to build a wedding fund. Start by making
a general list (https://www.
theknot.com/weddingbudget/start) of everything
you might want in a wedding, and then adjust your
vision to what will be in
the bank by your desired
date.
As the numbers
start looking real to you,
determine what can be
purchased or done inexpensively and others that
will require professional
help. Take a look at the
guest list and see if you
can make some cuts. Consider a handheld music
player hooked up to a great
speaker system instead of
a live band. Are you content with your brother’s
photo and video skills, or
is it a better idea to hire a
professional team?
Consider
offdates, off-times and offvenues. Though wedding
season is more year-round
than it’s ever been, wedding prices still tend to
be highest throughout the
warm months. Explore
winter dates and more obscure venues.
Take City Hall, for

Cleveland Arena Boxing Collectibles Wanted
Want To Buy All Boxing Collectibles
(Amateur and Professional)

From The Old Cleveland Arena
Old Boxing:
Posters - Programs - Photographs - Press Kits
Autographs - Gloves - Tickets - Equipment - Etc.

Call (216) 721-1674 - Paying Top Dollar

example. Depending on
the municipality, you can
either schedule ahead or
show up with local license
and ceremonial fees as the
only costs involved.
There’s no need
for expensive wardrobe
or other trappings. What
about having the wedding
at home? It’s free space
and, depending on the talents of friends and family, homemade food and
decorations can also keep
expenses to a minimum.
But remember
that the home or property
owner may need a special
insurance rider to cover
any potential damage or
liability, particularly if liquor is being served.
And finally, consider a “surprise” wedding. Planning a party or
gathering where a wed-

ding breaks out can provide money-saving advantages to guests and
bridal party alike. Having
a wedding at a party – especially a regular holiday
party you host where family and friends already
know to gather – requires
little more than a legal
officiant and whatever
food, beverage, entertainment and insurance costs
you need to consider.
An unannounced wedding eliminates all prewedding costs related to
invitations, showers and
parties, and you can give
your guests a break on
gifts.
Bottom
line:
Flashy weddings aren’t
worth jeopardizing your
finances for years to come.
Make creative, affordable
wedding planning part of
your love story.

Some of the country’s largest labor unions are
claiming a tentative victory
after a split decision Tuesday from the U.S. Supreme
Court.
At issue is whether
nonunion workers have to
pay what’s known as “fair
share” union dues for the

wages and workplace protections the union negotiates
for them.
The nation’s highest court voted 4-4, leaving
intact a nearly 40-year-old
law making “fair share” dues
legal for public-sector workers, including teachers.

Groups applaud court’s ‘Fair Share’

Woodland Automotive
9300 Woodland Avenue - Cleveland, Ohio 44104

(216) 229-1957
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You And The Law
Voluntary action program for contamination cleanup
Ohio EPA’s Voluntary Action Program provides
a way to investigate possible
environmental contamination,
clean it up if necessary, and
receive a commitment from
Ohio that no more investigation or cleanup will be required in the future.
Q: What is the Voluntary Action Program?
A: Ohio EPA established the Voluntary Action
Program (VAP) in 1995 to
allow for voluntarily cleanup
of former industrial or commercial properties that may
be contaminated with hazardous substances and petroleum
products (brownfields).
Q: Why was the VAP
created?
A: The VAP was created to remove legal barriers
that stalled the redevelopment
and reuse of contaminated
properties that are often abandoned or underutilized. Ohio
once had thousands of brownfield sites throughout the state,
many of which were a significant threat to public health
and safety and a blight on the
surrounding community.
To encourage these
cleanups, Ohio EPA offers
a formal commitment (Covenant Not to Sue or “CNS”)
that it will not seek future
cleanup, as well as a 10-year,
100 percent abatement of
real estate taxes associated
with the improved value of
the remediated property for
successful completion of the
VAP.
Q: What properties
are eligible for the VAP?
A: All properties are
eligible, except those subject
to other Ohio or federal cleanup obligations. Generally any
property not under Ohio EPA
or U.S. EPA enforcement is
eligible for the VAP.
Q: Who can participate in a VAP project?
A: Any person with
access to the property—and
not just the owner or the person responsible for the contamination—can serve as
the volunteer under the VAP

cleanup process. The volunteer works with an Ohio
EPA-approved environmental consultant (certified professional) to conduct a VAP
investigation and cleanup.
Visit
http://epa.ohio.gov/
derr/volunt/certification/
cpapp.aspx for a list of certified professionals.
Q: How is a VAP
project conducted?
A: A certified professional conducts the VAP
investigation and cleanup using detailed Ohio EPA rules.
These rules give volunteers
the flexibility to proceed
along their own schedule,
while making sure that all
cleanup requirements will be
met.
Q: What occurs
during the VAP investigation
and cleanup?
A: The certified professional conducts a Phase
I assessment, inspecting the
property and examining all
historical records and other
available information, to see
if there is any indication of
historic contamination.
If the Phase I assessment indicates that contamination may be present,
the certified professional
conducts a Phase II assessment of the property. This
includes sampling of soil and
ground water to determine
the type and extent of contamination.
If the Phase II sampling results exceed VAP
cleanup levels, some form of
remedy will likely be necessary. Remedies may include
removal of contaminated
soils, ground water treatment, constructing barriers
to the contamination such as
a cap or placing restrictions
on the property’s future use.
Q: Does Ohio EPA
provide assistance to VAP
volunteers?
A: Ohio EPA can
provide technical assistance
to a volunteer at the volunteer’s request. The technical
assistance program is supported by fees charged to the

volunteer, but there may grant
funds available to help pay
for this assistance.
Q: How does a VAP
participant demonstrate to
Ohio EPA that it has met its
cleanup requirements?
A: The certified
professional submits a No
Further Action (NFA) letter
to Ohio EPA that describes
the environmental problems,
how the problems were investigated and how they were
resolved.
Ohio EPA staff reviews the NFA and, if the
applicable standards are met,
the Ohio EPA director issues
a “CNS” for the property. The
CNS protects the property
owner, operator and all future
owners from being legally
responsible for further investigation and cleanup, as long
as the property continues to
meet the applicable standards.
Q: Are there other
benefits of completing a VAP
project besides getting the
CNS?
A: Yes, in addition
to the CNS protection against
liability for future cleanup, a
volunteer can defend against
potential liability for claims
brought by parties other than
the Ohio EPA.
Q: What should I do
if I am interested in participating in the VAP?
A: Visit the Ohio
EPA website at http://epa.
ohio.gov/derr/volunt/volunt.
aspx for more information on
the program and its requirements.
This “Law You Can
Use” consumer legal information column was provided
by the Ohio State Bar Association. It was prepared
by Joseph Reidy and Alana
Shockey, Columbus attorneys
with Frost Brown Todd LLC.
Articles appearing
in this column are intended to
provide broad, general information about the law.
Before applying this
information to a specific legal
problem, readers are urged to
seek advice from an attorney.

Cedar Point’s Hotel
Breakers and Bay Harbor
casual fine dining restaurant
are among the best of the
best!
The beachside Hotel Breakers has been recognized as one of America’s
“Top 20 Hotels for Families”
in TripAdvisor’s 2016 Travelers’ Choice Awards. Hotel
Breakers joins other popular
U.S. resort destinations in
Florida, California and Hawaii.
Winners were identified in the categories of
“Top Hotels,” “Bargain,” “B
& B’s and Inns,” “Luxury,”
“Service” and “Small Hotels.” Benchmarks for the
awards include remarkable
service, quality and value, as
rated by guests over the past
year.
Hotel Breakers provides the closest rooms to
Cedar Point, offering amenities no other hotel can offer
– panoramic views of Cedar
Point and Lake Erie, a milelong beach, Early Entry into
Cedar Point, family enter-

tainment, dining options
and more. Families looking
to plan the perfect summer
getaway can visit cedarpoint.com/hotelbreakers.
In addition, Cedar
Point’s Bay Harbor restaurant has been named one
of OpenTable’s “Top 10
Diners’ Choice” winners.
Located in the Cedar Point
Marina, Bay Harbor features delicious seafood entrees, fabulous steak, pasta,
salads, a full-service bar

and more.
Bay Harbor was
ranked highly with some of
the best-rated restaurants in
the Cleveland area. Results
were calculated by analyzing over 400,000 new diner
reviews through OpenTable’s website and mobile
app.
Bay Harbor is open
year-round. Guests can find
the full menu, operating
hours and reservations at
bayharbordining.com.

Cedar Point hotels voted ‘Best’ in nation

DR. G. WOJAI
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Having The Cleanest Home
In The Neighborhood

Put 54 Years of Experience To Work For You
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We Clean: Windows * Skylights * Walls * Gutters
We Power Wash: Home Exteriors * Patios
We Clean And Seal Decks * Professional

National Window Cleaning, Inc.

www.nationalwindowcleaning.com
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Blinova named ‘Player of the Week’

University of Akron sophomore Ariadna Blinova (Riga,
Latvia) earned the Mid-American Conference Women’s Tennis
Co-Singles Player of the Week, announced by the league office
Tuesday. This is the second straight week Blinova has garnered
the honor and the fourth time this season. The Riga, Latvia native
helped propel the Zips to a perfect conference-opening weekend
with victories over Eastern Michigan and Toledo. After being down
3-0 in the first set, Blinova pushed through to capture a 7-6 (1), 6-1
triumph versus EMU’s Klara Supejova at No. 1 singles. Against
Toledo, Blinova topped Emily Mazzola also at the No. 1 spot, 7-5,
6-0. With the victories, the sophomore ran her singles win streak to
six straight matches while holding a 15-1 overall dual match record
this season.
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The Golden Gloves boxing tournament will be held on
Friday, April 22 at 7:00 p.m.; Saturday, April 23 at 6:00 p.m.; Friday,
April 29 at 7:00 p.m.; and the finals on Saturday, April 30 at 6:00
p.m. at Brookpark Recreation Center, 17400 Holland Rd., Brook
Park For information, call Clyde Dunn at (216) 319-9334.

There’s that old saying that goes, “No (fill in
name); no problem.” Unfortunately, that doesn’t fly in Cleveland when the name needed
to fill in the blank is LeBron
James. Over the last two years
since James returned, the Cavs
are only 4-13 when he misses a
game.
The Cavs were coming off a solid win against the
Knicks after a lackadaisical
loss to the Nets in Brooklyn.

Coach Tyronn Lue thought it
wise to have James sit out the
home game against Houston
so that James would get what
amounts to a four-day rest between the Knicks game and a
home rematch against the Nets.
The idea looked to be OK as
the remainder of the team built
a 20-point lead against the
Rockets. However, in the 4th
Quarter, they completely collapsed to give Houston a gift
win, 106-100.
The Rockets were
lucky to be behind by only 19

Progressive Field offers upgrades
By KARL BRYANT

season for testing positive for
performance-enhancing drugs,
newcomer Marlon Byrd will
be in RF, Rajai Davis will be in
LF, and Tyler Naquin will be in
CF. The starting battery will be
pitcher Corey Kluber throwing
to catcher Yan Gomes.
The rest of the starting rotation will be Danny
Salazar, Carlos Carrasco, Cody
Anderson, and Jodh Tomlin.
Another would-be starter,
Trevor Bauer, will begin the

year in the Bullpen. Rounding out the Tribe’s 13-man
pitching staff and joining him
in the Bullpen will be Brian
Shaw, Zach McAllister, Joba
Chamberlain, Jeff Manship,
Ross Detwiler, Dan Otero, and
Closer Cody Allen.
The Tribe will carry
only three reserve position
players: Collin Cowgill in the
OF; versatile utilityman Jose
Ramirez in the IF and OF; and
backup catcher Roberto Perez.

will be new food offerings from
Cleveland restaurateurs in the
stands facing the 3rd Base line
and left field.
Celebrity Chef Dante Boccuzzi of Dante’s Inferno will offer gourmet pizzas; Momocho’s
will offer unique salsas over nachos; Brew Kettle will offer craft
beers and specialty burgers; and
Fat Head Brewery will have a
couple of distinctive offerings the Fat Italian and the Southside
Slopes (Polish) sandwiches. The
huge Southside Slopes interestingly stacks together kielbasa,
pierogi & onions, cheese, and
horseradish. The food stands will
be in bricked-in kiosks that are
modeled after the brick arches
at League Park, the Tribe’s first
Home before Municipal Stadium
was built. Great Lakes Brewing
Co. will also have a Beer Garden
featuring their famous beers in
the area next to the Team Shop
along the outer wall in the left
field stands

shots outside the paint.
Ameryst
Alston
scored 21 points and Kelsey
Mitchell scored 20 for OSU
(26-8). Mercedes Russell
scored 25 points with 15 rebounds for the Lady Vols.
The post season fortune for
Tennessee (22-14), which
went through the worst regular season in their program’s
history, before hitting their
stride in the NCAA’s, disappeared in their next game
when they were beaten by 22
points by Syracuse, who’ll
now be going to their first
Women’s Final Four.
Apparently, Orange
is all the rage since Syracuse
will also be sending their
other basketball team to the
Men’s Final Four, where they
will play North Carolina.
Oklahoma will play Villanova in the other National
Semifinal game.
Youngstown State
(21-13) fell, 69-49, in the
semifinals of the Women’s
Basketball Invitational to
eventual Champion, Louisiana-Lafayette. The Horizon
League Penguins were led
by Nikki Arbanas and Janae
Jackson’s 11 points. Kia Wilridge’s 22 points led the Ra-

gin’ Cajuns, who outscored
YSU on fast break points,
16-0, and points in the paint
by a whopping 42-18 margin. Louisiana-Lafayette (2510) went on win its second
straight WBI title by nipping
Weber State in the championship game, 87-85.
Ohio
University
(26-7) of the Mid-American
Conference lost to Temple,
75-61, in the 3rd Round of

the Women’s National Invitational Tournament. Quiera
Lampkins led OU with 20
points and Feyonda Fitzgerald led Temple with 22. Temple made just five of 18 treys,
but the Bobcats shot a horrendous three of 21 from beyond
the arc. A 44-32 Temple rebounding edge also paved the
way to their victory. Temple
then lost to the “Team from
Up North” as Michigan ad-

The Indians presented
some new Progressive Field upgrades that will make the fan experience for enjoyable. The new
scoreboard will tell even more
information and have even better
visuals and graphics. There also

Tribe’s Opening Day roster is set
By KARL BRYANT
The Tribe’s lineup to
begin the 2016 season on April
4 against Boston is expected
to be Jason Kipnis at 2B;
Francisco Lindor at SS; Mike
Napoli at 1B; and Juan Uribe
at 3B. Carlos Santana will be
DH. Since regular OFs Lonnie
Chisenhall and Michael Brantley will begin the year on the
DL and Abraham Almonte has
been suspended for half of the

An All-Star amateur boxing show will be held at the
Martin Luther King Civic Center, 14801 Shaw Avenue, East
Cleveland on Saturday, April 2, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. The boxing
show will feature the following boxers DeLante Johnson, Kihyan Hayes, Dante Benjamin, Marcellous Smith, and Devon
Young. The match maker for the show is Renard Safo and
he has scheduled a total of 14 bouts for the show. General
admission tickets are $15.00 and table seating is $20.00 per
person with a table of eight. For ticket information, call 216721-1674.

Cavs collapse with James resting
By KARL BRYANT

Is Houston Dwight Howard bending down to whisper
in Cleveland’s Matthew Dellavedova’s ear that there is no stopping the Rockets now? The Rockets beat the Cavs on Tuesday at
the “Q” 106-100 (ESDN Photo by Minority Publishers Assn.)

Boxing returns to MLK Civic Center

at the Half, but crept six points
closer after three. They then
outscored the Cavs by 19 in
the 4th quarter to zoom away
with the victory. James Harden
personally outscored the Cavs
18-16 in the 4th quarter. He tallied 27 for the game. A 55-38
Houston rebounding edge also
helped seal the deal.
On Saturday morning
kids’ TV, there’s a revival of a
1960’s British TV stop-action
animated show, that’s voiced
by another ‘60’s icon that is
still going - William Shatner,
called “Clangers.” NBC probably wouldn’t mind if Houston’s
foul shooters borrowed the
name. Incredibly, the Rockets
managed to make just half of
their free throws – 21 of 42.
The main culprit was
Dwight Howard as the Cavs
liberally employed Hack-aHoward, sending him to the
Charity Stripe 22 times, where
he made a meager seven. In
fact, in an effort to get him to
the free throw line again with
eight seconds left, a couple
of Cavs tried to scale Mount
Howard while Kyrie Irving
was in the midst of shooting
his own free throw. The laughable circumstances merely got
the Cavs a Flagrant Foul and
no closer. Timofey Mozgov
played only nine minutes
– scoring one basket while
picking up five fouls - not all
on purpose. Howard finished
with 11 points and 11 boards

and was a firm presence in the
middle. Houston did shoot a respectable 48% from the field.
Speaking
of
“Clangers,” the Cavs made
just 36% of their field goals,
while their perimeter shooting
was only one percent worse,
at 35%. They missed eight
straight shots in the 4th quarter while relinquishing the big
lead.
Irving scored 31
points, but on just nine of 23
shooting. Kevin Love scored
13 points with 11 rebounds and
Tristan Thompson scored 16
points with 10 rebounds.
Afterward, Houston
Coach J.B. Bickerstaff remarked about the improbable
comeback, “Desperation has
to be the feeling, not panic,
when we get down. That’s
where we’ve been, since every
game matters from this point
on, because we’re trying to extend out season.” The Rockets
moved into the 8th and final
playoff spot in the Western
Conference.
Cavs Coach Lue
stood by his decision to rest
James and described the reason for the meltdown as,
“They came out and took it to
us. They picked up the defensive pressure. They got into
us physically.” He sourly said,
“We shied away from the physicality,” thus indicating that it
would be a point to be stressed
at the next practice.

vanced to the WNIT semifinals.
The MAC men’s
teams still going in the postseason were also eliminated.
Ohio University lost in the
College Basketball Invitational semifinals to Morehead
State, 77-72. After winning a
double overtime and an OT
game in the CollegeInsider.
com Tournament, Ball State’s
luck finally ran out when they

lost by a basket to Colum-

Ohio hoops teams seasons end as Buckeyes women’s eliminated
By ANDREW CARTER

It’s time to close the
book on 2015-16 Ohio College hoops as all teams have
seen their season come to
an end. The last few schools
playing were recently eliminated.
Ohio State women’s
run in the NCAA’s was ended
by Tennessee, 78-62. OSU
Coach Kevin McGuff basically played six players since
PG Cait Craft, sister of former OSU men’s star Aaron
Craft, broke her hand earlier
in the week in practice.
Poor outside shooting doomed OSU, which
hoisted up 30 treys, but made
only eight. Tennessee attempted only seven threes
and made a two. The poor perimeter shooting left the Big
Ten Buckeyes with a 32.8 %
average from the floor for the
game. OSU made only seven
turnovers to Tennessee’s 18,
but the Lady Volunteers brutalized the Buckeyes on the
boards, 53-26.
Tennessee’s inside
dominance gave them a 50%
field goal percentage due to
taking closer-in shots. The
Lady Vols made only nine

bia in the CIT quarterfinals.
Horizon League
regular season Champion
Valparaiso (26-6), who actually deserved an NCAA
at-large berth, has advanced
to the semifinals of the National Invitational Tournament in NYC, where they
will play Brigham Young.

Boxing Nostalgia
By JIM AMATO

Cuba’s Kid Chocolate in a class by himself
He was born Eligio
Sardinias Montalvo on January 6, 1910 in Cerro, Havana,
Cuba. He launched his professional boxing career in 1927
and would participate in over
150 bouts in a career that ended in 1938.
He was nicknamed
the ” Cuban Bon Bon ” and
during the 1930′s he was one
of the best drawing cards in
New York. His flashy personality and even flashier style
in the ring made him a real
crowd pleaser.
After racking up a
series of victories in his native
Cuba, ” The Kid ” invaded
the US in 1928 knocking out
Eddie Enos in three rounds in
Mineola, N.Y. He would go on
to fight at all the popular New
York spots like Ridgewood
Grove and St. Nick’s Arena.
On November 30,
1928 at Madison Square Garden the Kid drew with rugged
Joey Scalfaro. In 1929 he beat
Bushy Graham and Vic Burrone. Then on May 22, 1929
the Kid outscored the great
Fidel LaBarba. Kid Chocolate continued to win fights
and among his victims were
Gregorio Vidal, Al Singer and
Dominick Petrone.

Kid Chocolate
The year 1930 saw
the Kid enter the ring for a
match with Jackie ” Kid ”
Berg. The energetic and quick
Chocolate was hard pressed
to last against his aggressive
adversary. Berg won a split
decision. Three fights later the
Kid was outhustled by Fidel
LaBarbra. So what happens?
Kid Chocolate is matched
with Batttling Battalino for
the featherweight title. On December 12, 1930 at Madison
Square Garden, Battalino got
the verdict in a bout that many
felt could have gone to Kid
Chocolate.
Finally on July 15,
1931 the Kid finally won a
world title. At Baker Field in
Philadelphia the Kid halted the
rugged Benny Bass in seven

rounds to win recognition as
the world’s junior lightweight
champion. In November he
moved up in weight to take
on the lightweight champion
Tony Canzoneri. It was a great
fight witnessed by over 19,000
fans at Madison Square Garden. This time the Kid came
up on the short end of a split
decision.
Chocolate
would
win nine straight after his
setback to Canzoneri against
some tough guys like Davey
Abed, Lew Feldman and Johnny Farr. On July 18, 1932 Kid
Chocolate would meet Kid
Berg in a return match. Again
Berg was able to pull off a
close decision at the Garden.
The Kid again put
together an impressive win
streak including a fifteen
round win over Fidel LaBarba
that gained him the New York
State Athletic Commission
featherweight title.
On November 24,
1933 Kid Chocolate suffered
a severe career setback when
Tony Canzoneri blasted him
out in the second round. One
month later the Kid lost his
junior lightweight title to
Frankie Klick.
His career was on the

decline but he was still winning more then he lost. There
was a draw with tough Tommy
Paul in 1934. Later that year
he was clearly outpointed by
Petey Hayes. In 1935 he lost
a decision in Caracas, Venezuela to Simon Chavez.
In December of 1936
the Kid would drop a points
call to Phil Baker.
He would then win
over twenty fights through
1938. He was held to a draw
by Bernie Friedkin and Orville Drouillard but managed a
degree of vengeance when he
was awarded a well-deserved
decision over Phil Baker in
Cuba in 1938.
After 1938 the everpopular Kid Chocolate retired.
He had met some of the best of
his day. He was ” Mantequilla
” which means ” Smooth as
butter ” long before the great
Jose Napoles was given that
nickname.
In comparing Kid
Chocolate’s style to more contemporary boxers, I would say
the smooth boxing Ismael Laguna and the extremely clever
Wilfred Benitez fit the bill.
Kid Chocolate was
grace personified. He was
surely in a class by himself.
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'Medea On The Run' adds show at State Theatre
By PAT WHITE

Tyler Perry’s 'Madea On The Run' comes to
the State Theatre on Friday,
April 15 at 8:00 p.m., Saturday, April 16 with an additional show at 12:00 noon.
The other shows are at 4:00
p.m. and 8:00 p.m. Tickets
are on sale from $48.75
to $78.75 and can be purchased by calling 216-2416000 or 866-546-1353.
Perry will star in
his original stage play 'Madea On The Run.'

Perry will be starring
in these performances as Madea and Madea is outrageously
funny.
In trouble with local
authorities, Mabel Simmons,
notoriously known as Madea,
is on the run from the law.
With no place to
turn, she volunteers to move
in with her friend Bam who is
recovering from hip replacement surgery.
Bam is so grateful
Madea
that her faithful friend Mabel is putting her life on hold health.
Unknown to Bam
in order to nurse her back to

however, Madea is only using the concerned friend gag
as a way to hide out from the
police. But as they say, all
things work together for the
good of those who love the
Lord and are called according to his purpose.
Madea’s presence at
Bam’s house is just what the
doctor ordered.
Bam’s family is in
desperate need of some home
improvement, and it is the
only kind of family makeover that Madea could deliver.

Perry stars as Madea along with Cassi Davis
as Aunt Bam. 'Madea On The
Run' delivers a couple hours
of pure joy and laughter.
With brand new music written by Perry, the show
delivers a finger snapping
and inspirational evening of
theater.
Madea’s life lessons on friendship, marriage,
personal reflection and overcoming, will leave audiences
with some great food for the
soul.

Comedians in ‘Festival of Laughs’ at Wolstein Center
Top veteran comedians Mike Epps, Sommore,
Earthquake and Tony Rock
will bring you the Cleveland
Festival of Laughs at the
Wolstein Center on May 8th
at 8:00 p.m.
Coming right off his
widely successful “Real Deal
Tour” and filming of STARZ
Survivors Remorse Epps ventures straight into 2016 with
the filming of ABC’s Uncle
Buck and the long awaited
Richard Pryor biopic.
Sommore had previously hit the road for the
widely successful “Royal
Comedy Tour” and went on
to host the revival of BET
Comic View.
Tickets range from
$55.00 - $128.00 and go on
sale February 19th at the
Wolstein Center box office,
Wolsteincenter.com, Quicken
Loans Arena Box Office,
Northeast Ohio Discount
Drug Marts and charge by
phone 1-844-407-227
Comedian and actor Epps has generated quite
a buzz among his peers and
within the industry for being
one of the funniest comedic
actors emerging in the Hollywood spotlight. Epps is
currently on his own national
comedy tour, Mike Epps:
Don’t Take It Personal which
is selling out major concert
venues across the country.
Sommore, who is
a Trenton, New Jersey native, has appeared in various shows including Russell
Simmons’ Def Comedy Jam,
BET’s Live From LA, Show-

By CHRIS APPLING



TRIVIA - (Black Leading Men)

1. Who is the legendary, black leading man
and calypso singer who
starred with the great, Dorothy Dandridge in 3 films:
'Bright Road' (1953), 'Carmen
Jones' (1954) and 'Island In
The Sun' (1957)?
2. Who is the former
running back for the Cleveland Browns who turned
into a macho, action-film star
appearing in such movies as
'The Dirty Dozen' (1967),
'Riot' (1968), ad in the 1969
classic '100 Rifles' where he
starred with Burt Reynolds
and created controversy for
having an on-screen, interracial love scene with white
actress Raquel Welch?
3. Shavenheaded
Louis Gossett, Jr. made his
film debut in 'A Raisin In
The Sun' (1961), starred as
the musical slave 'Fiddler' in
Alex Haley's 'Roots' miniseries (1977), but in what
motion-picture did he win
an Oscar for Best Supporting
Actor?


Epps
time At The Apollo and featured on The Oprah Winfrey
Show.
Sommore received
the prestigious Richard Pryor
Award for “Comic Of The
Year.”
Starring in the
ground-breaking Queens of
Comedy tour, Sommore was
featured on the Showtime
special and now has her own
successful DVD The Queen
Stands Alone.
Her film appearances
include Soul Plane, A Miami
Tail, Friday After Next and
Something New.
Earthquake, a popular property in stand-up, his
schedule is full and he revels
in his accomplishments while
traveling the world.
Presently,
Earthquake is the host of New York
City’s #1 afternoon drive-time
radio show, ‘Quake’s House’
on WBLS-FM, is currently on
a national comedy tour, as well
as just completed taping for
his one-hour comedy special
“These Ain’t Jokes“, scheduled to air November 2014.
Tony Rock is a comedian, actor, producer, writer,
CEO and professionally, he
wears many hats.
Host of Russell

Versatile rice salads for menu
depending on what you add.
Since the flavor gets better
with time, consider making
it in advance and chill for a
quick-to-serve meal.
Try this refreshing
idea:
Orange Mint Rice
3 oranges
3 cups cooked RiceSelect Texmati Rice
⅓ cup golden raisins
⅓ cup chopped fresh mint
leaves
½ cup chopped walnuts
Salt and pepper to taste
Peel and segment two
oranges; set aside. Squeeze
juice from remaining orange;
set aside. In a large bowl, combine rice, orange segments,
raisins, mint and walnuts. Add
orange juice; toss well. Salt
and pepper to taste.Yield: 6
servings
Find recipes and tips
full of flavor to your table at
www.riceselect.com.

Sommore
Simmons’ “All Def Comedy Live” and the newly
revamped legendary talent
competition “Apollo Live”,
comedian and actor Tony
Rock continues to prove his
exceptional star talents.
Rock starred in critically acclaimed, straight to
DVD films “C’mon Man”

Just
Jazz

By NANCY ANN LEE

Herbie Hancock

Pianist-composer
Herbie Hancock was born in
1940 in Chicago.
Early music studies
led him to play Mozart's Piano
Concerto in D major with the
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
by age 11. But Hancock preferred jazz and formed a high
school ensemble.
By 1960, he was
performing in Chicago jazz
clubs with Coleman Hawkins
and Donald Byrd.
Hancock joined
Byrd's group and moved to
New York.
Following his first
recording session with Byrd,
he was signed by Blue Note
and made his recording debut
with Takin Off in May 1962,
gaining notice with his original tune, "Watermelon Man."
Hancock joined the Miles
Davis quintet in 1963 and remained for five years, creating
tunes that have become
standards.
Leading his own
sextet from 1971-73, Hancock
melded elements of jazz,
rock, with African and Indian
themes by using electronic
devices and instruments.
After his Headhunters album, Hancock produced
more commercialized music
throughout the 1970s, occasionally returned to jazz with
his V.S.O.P. band and piano
duos with Chick Corea.
By the 1980s, Hancock was creating fascinating
music using complex innovative electronic technology.
Hancock recently
released his first acoustic
recording in many years, The
New Standard, where he and
his veteran sidemen reinvent
nine time-honored tunes,
sometimes backed by a studio
orchestra.

Earthquake

&“The Redemption of a Dog,”
all while still having time to
make a cameo in box office hits
like “Think Like a Man,” TV
appearances on BET’s “Real
Househusbands of Hollywood,”

Rock

“Let’s Stay Together,” and
co-headlining two nationwide
comedy tours: “The Standing
Ovation Comedy Tour” and his
own “Rock The Mic Comedy
Tour.”

4. Versatile actor
Laurence Fishburne has
starred in Spike Lee's 'School
Daze' (1988) and in John
Singleton's 'Boyz 'N The
Hood' (1991), and an Oscarnominated portrayal of Ike
Turner in the Tina Turner
biography 'What's Love Got
To Do With It' (1993), but
in what sci-fi movie did he
star with Anglo-Asian actor
Keanu Reeves as a futuristic
rebel leader against an evil,
artificially-intelligent, machine program?
5. Who is the talented actor who starred as the
real-life, controversial, high
school principal Joe Clark
in 'Lean On Me' (1988) as
a black, Civil War soldier in
'Glory' (1989) and as white
actress Jessica Tandy's chauffeur and best friend in 'Driving Miss Daisy' (1989)?
ANSWERS:
1. Harry Belfonte 2. Jim
Brown 3. 'An Officer and A
Gentleman' 4. 'The Matrix'
(1999) 5. Morgan Freeman

MOVIE MATCH-UP - (Samuel L. Jackson)

CHARACTERS:

MENU TIPS
Add interest to
your menu with grain-based
salads. They can double as
a meal or a side dish and
complement a variety of
foods.
Rice is one of the
most popular grains to use.
With its nutty flavor and delightful aroma, Americangrown RiceSelect™ Texmati® Rice complements
most ingredients you have
on hand to create your own
special dish.
For example, mix
cooked rice with marinated,
dried tomatoes and green
onion; drizzle with Caesar
dressing, feta cheese and olives for an Athenian salad.
Or try a slightly
sweet blend of rice, apples
and dried cranberries in a
yogurt dressing topped with
toasted chopped nuts.
Rice salads can
be eaten warm or chilled,

Chris' Cinema Trivia &
Movie Match Up

1. Jungle Fever (1991)
2. Jurassic Park (1993)
3. A Time To Kill (1996)
4. Eve's Bayou (1997)
5. Shaft (2000)
ROLES:
a) vengeful father of abused

daughter
b) cheating doctor of Creole
family
c) scientist on dinosaur island
d) supercool detective
e) crack-addicted brother
ANSWERS: 1, e; 2, c; 3, a;
4, b; 5, d

Da 'Round Da Way Rewind Review

Spike Lee's best film 'Do The Right Thing'
point of view.
And, during the
The name ‘Spike Lee’ years, in casting for his myriad
invokes an individual’s imagi- roles, he helped ‘discover’ and
nation with an indelible image. nourish the careers of many,
Nowadays, many Americans now-ultra famous stars (such
just think of him as ‘that loud- as Samuel L. Jackson, Halle
mouthed, opinionated, little Berry, Wesley Snipes, as well
black guy who is seen as a fan as the undeniably- outstanding
at New York basketball games. Denzel Washington). WashBut, to African-Americans, the ington has appeared in more
diminutive director holds a spe- of Lee’s films than any other
cial place in the motion-picture actor. The Litany list includes
history as one of the most con- “Mo-Better Blues,” “He’s Got
troversial yet popular, cinemat- Game, “ “Inside Man,” and the
ic artists.
Oscar-robbed performance of a
Since 1986, begin- lifetime in “Malcolm X.”
ning with his break-out comNo doubt, Lee is the
edy debut, “She’s Gotta Have consummate New Yorker and
It,” Lee afterward released an his films reflect his aspect of a
impressive volume of memo- strong, black identity amongst a
rable movies that continued diverse, ethnically-inter grated
until midway through the start cast. At the height of his fame,
of the 21st century. Known for the one picture that stands out
his unusual camera angles, vi- from the rest is his third film.
brant colors, quirky characters The 1989 tour-de-force on inand inflammatory dialogue. The ner-city race-relations: “Do The
majority of his films were in- Right Thing.”
tegrated, but told from a black
The actual ‘story’ itself in the film is almost non-ex        istent. On the hottest , summer

 day in New York’s Bed-Stuy
neighborhood, the tempers of

 the various cultures on a street

 flare and clash until the final,
emotional fuse is lit and ex
 plodes. What the film lacks in

 story line, Lee makes up for
in personal characterizations,

 funny and attention-grabbing
as well as bright and

 dialogue,
colorful photography.


Since Lee capitalizes
in unique, off-beat characters,

 he creates a mosaic collage of

 the different ethnic groups who
it difficult to get along on

 find
this sweltering, humid day.

 They include: Mookie ( Spike
and his sister, Jade (Joie
Beauty of the Week: is il- Lee)
Lee), the black, pizza delivery
lustrious looking Monique brother and sister: Sal (Danny
Gonzaque. Monique, who
the Italian-American
is a world-wide recog- Aiello)
pizzeria-owner and his two
model, was featured
quarreling sons, Pino (John
nized
in the Bronze Beauty Cal-
and Vito (Richard Edender. (ESDN Photo by Turturro)
son); the beer-drinking, Puerto
Howard Moorehead)
If you would Rican gang led by Stevie (Luis
like to be a Beauty of The Ramos); the Korean, grocery
send photo, phone store owner (Steve Park) and
Week,
number and information
to EAST SIDE DAILY his Asian family; and the three,
older, ‘Corner Men’ on the
or call (216) 721NEWS
 block, led by the late, great co1674.
        median, Robin Harris.
By C.M. APPLING

Other, important personalities to escalating, animus
activity are : Mookie’s Puerto
Rican girlfriend, Tina (Rosie
Perez); the goggle-glasses,
dredlocked, black nationalist,
‘Buggin’ Out’ (Giancarlo Esposito); the boom-box carrying, Public Enemy music loving
Radio Raheem (Bill Nunn); the
stuttering, mentally challenged
Smiley (Roger Guenveur
Smith); and, the local, radio
DJ, Mister Senor Love Daddy
(Samuel L. Jackson). Also making an appearance together as a
cinematic couple are black film
legends ossie Davis (as the alcoholic ‘bum’, Da Mayor) and
Ruby Dee (as the matriarchal
Mother Sister),
The motion picture
conjures many of the familiar, inner-city archetypes of
‘ghetto-fun’. Children drawing
with crayons on the cement.
Youth chasing after the local
ice-cream dealer van. People
playing in water from an open
fire hydrant. As the movie progresses, the racial prejudice and
hatred are displayed by different characters, through stereotypes and slur. Sal and younger
son, Vito, get along fine with
their shop in a majority black
environment. Pino, the older
son, doesn’t and hate blacks.
‘Buggin’Out
and
a foursome of black youths
(3 male and 1 female) rant at
white, brownstone-owner, Clifton (John Savage) for living
in ‘their neighborhood.’ And,
‘Corner Men,’ express their
jealousy;at the Korean grocer
for having a successful store,
when they and other blacks,
don’t get the opportunity to own
a business even amongst their
own.
The feces flies into
the fan when Buggin’Out accuses Sal of being a racist for
only having photographs of
Italian-American celebrities in
his pizzeria, instead of including black ones also, as a show
of respect to his blank cliental.
Sal dismisses him and Pino
can’t wait to brawl.
But,
when
Buggin’Out acquires the cooperation of Radio Raheem to

enforce his request, we know
that there’s definitely gonna be
a throw down. Especially after
Sal destroys Radio Raheem’s
boom box with a baseball bat.
Don’t nobody tough a black
man’s boom box!
When the melee finally begins, the Italian family is
engaged with the enraged Radio
and Buggin’. Employee Mookie
watches from the sidelines with
Da Mayor and Mother Sister.
Of course, the police
arrive to break up the brawl.
But, when they do, it only
complicates matters and makes
things worse.
In an attempt to restrain Radio Raheem, the racist white authorities accidently
choke him to death. This throws
the entire community into chaos
and a full- blown riot ensues.
Mookie. ‘doin’ the right thing’,
by throwing a garbage can
through the front window of
Sal’s place, starts a rebellion.
The pizzeria in then trashed by
furious residents and summarily burned to the ground. At
the conclusion, Sal and Mookie
converse brusquely, formally
terminating their friendship.
They part as another hot, sticky
day looms on the urban horizon.
‘Do the Right thing’
had many memorable cinematic
moments.
The viewer is drawn
into the claustrophobic, closequarters of the neighborhood
that infuriates the intense heat,
aggravation and aggression
felt by the multi ethnic cast.
The reverberating sound track
of Public Enemy’s ‘Fight The
Power’ because a rap anthem in
the hallowed halls of American
hip=hop. The vivid almost iridescent colors added to the imagery and summer ‘feel’ of the
film. And, by exposing the ugly,
short-sited views of cross-culture bigotry, Lee actually used
the movie as a call for universal
brotherhood.
While ‘Malcolm X’
will probably always be known
as Spike Lee’s finest work, “Do
The Right Thing” will always
be remembered as his first, financial success (and,as one of
his best).
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Soap Box Derby offers a summer camp for children
For the fourth
year in a row, the Soap
Box Derby will be hosting the Soap Box Derby
STEM Summer Camp at
Derby Downs.
The program is
designed for kids ages
9-12 and teaches them
how science, technology,

engineering and math are
used to build a Soap Box
Derby car and to increase
the speed of the car. Kids
will race in Soap Box
Derby cars daily and also
build a car. They will
also get the opportunity
to build, race, design and
take home a mini Soap

Box Derby car and participate in a variety of
fun, hands-on STEM activities.
The entire family is invited to Friday’s
races at Derby Downs
Track, tour the Soap Box
Derby Hall of Fame and
Museum and watch the

Arrested? Injured?

Remember, First,
That What You Say
Will Be Used Against You!
Then Call Me For Discussion

James
A. Gay
Name
Attorney At Law

(216) 429-9493

Email: attyjimgay@aol.com

Martin Luther King Civic Center
14801 Shaw Ave.- East Cleveland, Ohio 44112

EAST SIDE
DAILY NEWS
Presents

All Star Amateur
Boxing Show

Featuring Area Star Amateur Boxers:

Quincy Harris - DeLante Johnson - Kihyan Hayes
Dante Benjamin - Marcellous Smith - Devon Young

Saturday, April 2, 2016: 2 p.m.

Match Maker: Renard Safo

General Admission Tickets: $15.00
Table Seating: $20.00 Per Person
For Ticket Information Call: 216-721-1674

Eastern Fashions & Gift Shop
4139 Lee Road (Suite - A)
Cleveland, Ohio 44128

216-272-9869 - 216-278-1937
easternfashion2015@yahoo.com

AzZahra & Amin

Family Business With
Excellent Customer Services

Abayas - Hijabs - Khimars - Shaylahs And Niqabs

Koofis - Throbs & Jewelry And Modesty Wear

Manicures - Pedicures
Massage Therapy Chairs
And Henna Tattoos
Nail Technician Wanted
(I.C.)

To
Advertise
Call

216-721-1674

awards ceremony where
the kids will get to showcase their camp achievements.
“The feedback
we received on the previous year’s camp has
been tremendous,” said
Soap Box Derby President and CEO Joe Mazur.
“The kids were excited
to race each dayand the
parents were excited because their kids actually
learned throughout the
week. We were told by

a number of parents that
it was the best summer
camp their child has ever
attended and they will be
back again.”
Campers can
pick from one of two sessions: June 6-10 or June
13-17. The cost is $205.
For more information,
please visit www.soapboxderby.org and go to
the Education tab or call
330.733.8723. Enrollment is limited and the
deadline to register is
Wednesday, June 1.

Tuesday, March 29, 2016 - Friday, April 1, 2016
(ESDN photo
Sales - Service
- Partsby Terry Gallagher)
Open Mon.- Sat. 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

FATHER’S DREAM APPLIANCES
Washers - Dryers - Refrigerators
Ranges - Freezers
County Vouchers Accepted
TWO LOCATIONS:

3319 E. 93rd Street
Cleveland, Ohio 44104
(216) 441-1466

Show Room & Outlet Store
9520 Woodland Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44104
(216) 421-1570

Visit Our Website: www.fdappliances.com
“We Deliver Anywhere In Cuyahoga County”
“MAKE US FEEL GOOD, Tell us You Saw Our
Ad In EAST SIDE DAILY NEWS!”

